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Foreword
(to the first Hindi edition)

Today I am feeling unprecedented happiness to be able to
present a Hindi edition of Sri Radha-krsna-ganoddesa-dipika
to the faithful readers. The author, Srila Ripa Gosvami, is an
eternal associate of Sri Saci-nandana Gaurahari, and he is the
crest jewel in the community of those who relish pure bhakti-
rasa. This unparalleled scripture is a prominent guide that
illuminates worship in the wake of the spontaneous devotional
moods of Vraja. Although its language is profound, it is easy to
understand.

Srila Ripa Gosvami’s inherent nature is superlatively
sweet. He established in this world the innermost desire of Sri
Caitanya, and he has written a brief yet vital description of
the names, forms, qualities and different services of Sri Radha’s
and Sri Krsna’s cherished companions. In the Brhad-bhaga, or
first part, of this composition, he describes those in vatsalya-
rasa and madhura-rasa, and in the Laghu-bhaga, or second part,
he describes those in sakhya-rasa and dasya-rasa. Sometimes,
especially in the second part, he depicts in detail the beautiful
forms of Sri Radha and Sri Govinda, as well as Their bodily
limbs, Their ornaments and the astonishing paraphernalia used
by Them. Such a comprehensive description of Sri Krsna and
His companions will not be found in any other single scripture.
This book is entitled Sr7 Radha-krsna-ganoddesa-dipika because
it briefly introduces the dear associates (gana) of Sri Radha
and Sri Krsna.l

1 Sri Radha-krsna-ganoddesa-dipika literally means ‘a small lamp
(dipika) that is used for the purpose (uddesya) of illuminating the dear
associates (gana) of Sri Radha and Sri Krsna’.
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Fortunate living beings who give attention to hearing from
pure rasika devotees of Vraja the transcendent narrations
of the Supreme Lord’s pastimes, and in whose hearts an
excessive eagerness thus awakens to devotedly serve Sri Krsna
in the mood of the residents of Vraja, are qualified to practise
raganuga-bhakti.

“What are the sweet emotions that Sri Krsna's eternally
perfected associates have for Him? Is it possible that I may also
attain a mood such as theirs? How can it be attained?” When
the moods of the heart are characterised by this type of ardent
yearning, it is symptomatic of the aforementioned excessive
eagerness, or greed.

When, in the sadhaka’s life, he comes to such a stage, he
follows the path revealed by the spiritual authorities. In his
external body he renders service — such as hearing the glories
of the Lord and daily chanting the holy name a fixed number of
times — following in the footsteps of the residents of Vraja like
Sri Ripa and Sri Sandtana. And internally, in his siddha-deha,
or perfected spiritual body, he performs manasi-seva under
the guidance of Sri Lalita, Sri Visakha, Sri Rapa Maiijari and
others.

To constantly cultivate that manasi-sevd, or transcendental
service within the purified mind, it is essential to become
acquainted with the eternal associates of Sri Radha and Sri
Krsna and their way of performing loving service to Them.
This is the information given in this literature. Thus it is not
an exaggeration to pronounce this scripture as the very beacon
that guides the devotee who has already attained perfection
(svariipa-siddhi), to attain complete maturity in his internal

service.

e

i
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A Brief Life History of Srila Rapa Gosvami

In the pastimes of Sri Gauranga, Srila Ripa Gosvami is the
leader of the six Gosvamis, and in Sri Krsna’s pastimes in Vraja,
he is Sri Riipa Mafijari. His ancestors resided in the province of
Karnataka. For some reason, one of his ancestors left that place
and came to live in Bengal. Srila Riipa Gosvami appeared in this
dynasty of Bharadvaja-gotra’s yajurvediya-brahmanas in about
1411 Sakabda Era (1489 AD) in a village named Moragrama
Madhaipura in Bengal. His father’s name was Kumara-deva.
He had two brothers — Srila Sanatana Gosvami was elder and
Anupama, or Vallabha, was younger. Sri Jiva Gosvami was the
son of Anupama. Even in their childhood, these three brothers
felt immense attachment to Sri Bhagavan’s lotus feet.

When they had completed their education and had grown
to youths, the ruler of Bengal (Gaudadesa) Husain Shah
became impressed by their sharp intelligence, noble character
and various other good qualities. He appointed Sri Sanitana
Gosvami as his prime minister and Sri Riipa Gosvami as his
private secretary. In 1514 AD, Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu started
out for Vraja for the first time. On the way, He came to the
village of Ramakeli, where He met these three brothers. Then,
instead of continuing to Vrndavana, He returned to Jagannatha
Puri. Now, having had Mahaprabhu’s divine association, Srila
Riipa Gosvami was tormented by such an eagerness to attain
Sri Krsna that he abandoned his governmental duties and
everything else.

Then, for the second time, Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu
set out for darsana of Sri Vrndavana. Upon His return
from Vrndavana, Sri Ripa Gosvami met Him at Prayaga

iii
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(Allahabad). It was there that Mahaprabhu inspired His dear
Ripa with a unique presentation on the eternal fundamental
principles of bhakti-rasa and then empowered him to expound
them. A description of this is found in Sri Caitanya-caritamrta

(Madhya-lila 19.136-7):

prabhu kahe,—suna, riipa, bhaktirasera-laksana
sutrariipe kahi, vistara na jaya varnana

parapara-sinya gambhira bhaktirasa-sindhu
tomaya cakhaite tara kahi eka ‘bindw’

Sriman Mahaprabhu said, “My dear Ripa, I will tell
you, in condensed aphorisms, the symptoms of bhakti-
rasa, because it is not possible to describe them in their
entirety. This nectarean ocean of the mellows of bhakti
(bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu) is so deep and so vast that its
length or breadth cannot be calculated. I am imparting
to you just one drop from that ocean.”

Thus, for ten consecutive days during their stay in Prayaga,
Sriman Mahaprabhu presented bhakti-rasa-tattva in a way
that had no precedent. Srila Riipa Gosvami expounded this
subject in his Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu, Ujjvala-nilamani, Lalita-
madhava, Vidagdha-madhava and other books.

Srila Ripa Gosvami’s attachment for Sri Caitanya
Mahaprabhu is extraordinarily deep. Consequently, he is
naturally renounced from family life, humble, detached from
sense objects and full of other such exalted qualities for
which he is famous. Sri Caitanya-caritamrta, Bhakta-mala
and other books portray his personal qualities as well as his
life’s achievements. Srila Narottama Thakura Mahasaya has
rightfully proclaimed him to be ‘Sri-caitanya mano ’bhista-
sarnsthapaka — he who establishes the innermost desire of Sri

iv
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Caitanya Mahaprabhu’s heart’. Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu gave
him two specific orders: to re-establish the lost places of Sri
Vraja-mandala, and to write scriptures delineating bhakti.

While still living in Bengal, he began to compose verses
for the dramas Lalita-madhava [Sri Krsna’s pastimes in
Dvarakapuri] and Vidagdha-madhava [His pastimes in Vraja].
He planned to combine these dramas, in the hope that they
would pacify the Vrajavasis’ feelings of separation from Sri
Krsna. However, at Satyabhamapura in Orissa, he received an
order by Sri Satyabhama-devi to write two separate dramas.
Then, in Nilacala (Jagannatha Puri), Mahaprabhu directly
instructed him to do the same. Only those who are rasika, or able
to relish the astonishing devotional moods of transcendence,
can fathom the joy of Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu when He
heard these writings of Srila Ripa Gosvami in the assembly
of devotees. The Lord fully empowered Sri Riipa, gave him
the position of dacarya (one who teaches by his own example)
and sent him to Vrndavana. Thereafter, Sri Ripa fulfilled the
Lord’s innermost desire. Srila Narottama Thakura Mahasaya
has written:

$ri-caitanya mano 'bhistam sthapitam yena bhiitale
svayam ripah kada mahyam dadati svapadantikam

When will Sri Riipa Gosvami give me the shelter of his
lotus feet? Because he understood the innermost desire
of Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu, he was able to establish
His mission in this world and is very dear to the Lord.

The following are some of the books composed by Sri Riipa
Gosvami: Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu, Ujjvala-nilamani, Laghu-
bhagavatamrtam, Vidagdha-madhava, Lalita-madhava, Nikufija-
rahasya-stava,  Stavamala, —Mathura-mahatmya, Padyavali,
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Uddava-sandesa, Hamsadiita, Danakeli-kaumudi, Krsnajanma-
tithi-vidhi, Prayuktakhyat-mafijari and Nataka-candrika.
oo
The Vaisnava-tosani-tika’s Mention of
Sri Radha-krsna-ganoddesa-dipika

At the end of Sri Sanatana Gosvami's Vaisnava-tosani
commentary on the Tenth Canto of Srimad-Bhagavatam, there
is a description of the books composed by Srila Rupa Gosvami:

tayoranujasrstesu kavyam $ri-hamsadiitakam
brhad laghutaya khyata sri-ganoddesa-dipika

The meaning is that Sri Sanatana Gosvami’s younger brother,
Srila Ripa Gosvami, has written a poetic work named Sri
Harmsadiita, as well as Sri Radha-krsna-ganoddesa-dipika, which
is famous for its divisions named Brhad and Laghu.

The Fifth Wave of Bhakti-ratnakara also mentions Sri
Radha-krsna-ganoddesa-dipika.

P

Srila Ripa Gosvami’s original composition of this book is
in the Sanskrit language. Although many editions with Bengali
translations have been published, in almost all of them, textual
variations, changes of sequence, additional texts or omitted
texts can be detected. We have revised the book and as far as
possible, systematically arranged it and ornamented some of
the verses with commentaries. I sincerely hope that Srila Riipa
Gosvami and the ripanuga guruvarga (spiritual teachers guided
by him) will be pleased by this endeavour and bestow upon us
their merciful blessings. Then the readers’ study of this work
will be simplified.

vi
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[ am fully convinced that devotees thirsty for bhakti — both
those who are rasika and bhavuka, as well as those practitioners
of raganuga-bhakti who are eager for vraja-rasa — will deeply
cherish this book. Faithful readers will gain entrance into Sri
Caitanya Mahaprabhu’s prema-dharma (eternal religion of
pure, transcendental love for Sri Krsna) by studying this book.

In conclusion, may my most worshipful Srila Gurupada-
padma, the very embodiment of the Supreme Lord’s com-
passion, shower abundant mercy upon me. By his doing so, my
qualification to fulfil his innermost desire through my service
may eternally increase. This is my humble entreaty at his divine
feet, which can bestow prema.

This first edition was completed in haste, so it may contain
minor typographical errors. We request the faithful reader
to inform us of these errors so we can correct them in future
editions of this work.

Praying for the particle of mercy from Sri Hari, Guru
and the Vaisnavas,

Humble and insignificant,

Tridandibhiksu Sri Bhaktivedanta Narayana

Sri Kamika Ekadasi
9 August 2007
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Brhad-bhaga

Auspicious Invocation

vande guru-pada-dvandvam bhakta-vrnda-samanvitam
$ri-caitanya-prabhum vande nityananda-sahoditam (1)

First of all, I offer homage to the lotus feet of my Holy
Master, accompanied by all the devotees, as well as to Sri
Caitanya Mahaprabhu, who descended into this world together
with Sri Nityananda Prabhu. (1)

$ri-nanda-nandanam vande radhika-carana-dvayam
gopi-jana-samayuktam vrndavana-manoharam (2)

[ offer homage to the divine lotus feet of Sri Nanda-nandana
and Srimati Radhika. They are surrounded by the gopis and
steal the hearts of all the residents of Vrndavana. (2)

Introduction to the Book

vye sitritah sata ratya prasiddhah sastra-lokayoh
vyakriyante parivaras te vindavana-nathayoh (3)

mathura-mandale loke granthesu vividhesu ca
purane cagamadau ca tad-bhaktesu ca sadhusu (4)

te samasad vilikhyante sva-suhrt-paritustaye
anupurvividhanena rati-prathita-vartmanah (5)
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I (Sri Ripa Gosvami) have gathered all the well-known
information about the associates of Sri Krsna and Srimati
Radhika, the King and Queen of Vrndavana, that is available
in the area of Mathura, in histories told by general people from
generation to generation, in various scriptures such as the
Puranas and agama-sastras, and in the knowledge gathered by
the devotees currently in the assemblies of the sadhus. Based
on this information, I will systematically and concisely describe
the different groups of the eternally perfected residents of
Vraja, as is favourable for the path of raga. I am doing this for
the pleasure of my well-wisher (Sri Sanatana Gosvami). May
an attachment for Sri Radha, Sri Krsna and Their associates
awaken in everyone by this description. (3-5)

Sri Krsna’s Family (sri-krsnasya parivarah)

te krsnasya parivara ye jana vraja-vasinah
pasu-palas tatha vipra bahisthas ceti te tridha (6)

The residents of Vraja are actually Sri Krsna's family
members. This family of His consists of three groups: the
herdsmen (pasu-palas), the priestly class (vipras) and the
artisans (bahisthas). (6)

1. Herdsmen (pasu-palah)
pasu-palas tridha vaisya abhira gurjaras tatha
gopa-ballava-paryaya yadu-vamsa-samudbhavah (7)

The herdsmen are further divided into three groups:
vai$yas, abhiras and gurjaras. They are descendants of the Yadu
dynasty and are known by such appropriate names as Gopa and

Ballava. (7)
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a. vaisyas (vaisyah)

prayo go-vrttayo mukhya vaisya iti samiritah
anye 'nulomajah kecid abhira iti visrutah (8)

The vaisyas generally maintain themselves by taking care
of cows. They are considered to be superior to the abhiras and
gurjaras. The vaiSyas whose father belongs to a higher social
class and mother to a lower are also known as abhiras. (8)

b. abhiras (abhirah)

acaradyena tat-samyad abhiras ca smrta ime
abhirah siudra-jatiya go-mahisadi-vrttayah
ghosadi-sabda-paryayah pirvato nyinatar gatah (9)

The abhiras are similar to the vaiSyas in customs and
behaviour. They belong to the Sitdras and maintain their life by
taking care of cows, buffaloes and other animals, and are also
known by the name Ghosa. The abhiras are considered slightly
inferior to the aforementioned vaisyas. (9)

c. gurjaras (gurjarah)

kificid abhirato nyanas chagadi-pasu-vrttayah
gostha-pranta-krtavasah pustanga gurjarah smrtah (10)

The gurjaras are herdsmen who live at the outskirts of
the pasturing grounds! and who take care of goats and other
animals. They are somewhat inferior to the abhiras and are
often strong and robust. (10)

1  Here, ‘pasturing grounds’ refer to Nanda-Vraja — in other words, any
place where Nanda Baba used to reside with his family, cows, and the
other gopas and gopis.
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2. The priestly class (brahmanas) (viprah)

sarva-veda-vido vipra yajanady-adhikarinah (11)

The brahmanas know all the Vedas and are engaged in the
following six duties: performing sacrifices, engaging others in
performing sacrifices, studying, teaching, giving charity and
accepting charity. (11)

3. Craftsmen (bahisthah)
bahisthah karavah prokta nana-silpopajivinah (12)

Craftsmen, who maintain their lives by various kinds of
trades and crafts, are known as bahisthas. (12)

[The aforementioned groups are further divided into
eight:]
ebhih pafica-vidhair eva parivara harer iha
pijya bhratr-bhaginy-adya diityo dasas ca silpinah
dasikas ca vayasyas ca preyasyas ceti te 'stadha (13)
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These five groups within Sri Krsna’s family (vaisyas, abhiras,
gurjaras, vipras and bahisthas) are further divided into eight.
They are: honourable elders, brothers-and-sisters and so forth,
messengers, servants, craftsmen, maidservants, friends of the
same age and beloveds. (13)

Personalities honoured by Sri Krsna (pujyah)

manya bhratradayas tasya vayasyah sevakadayah
$ri-gostha-yuva-rajasya preyasyas ca purah kramat (14)

The brothers of Sri Krsna, the Crown Prince of Vraja; His
contemporary friends; servants and so forth; and His beloved
gopis are all respected by Him. (14)

piijyah pita-mahadyas ca tatha jieya mahisurah
pitamaho harer gaurah sita-kesah sitambarah (15)

mangalamrta-parjanyah parjanyo nama ballavah
varistho vraja-gosthinam sa krsnasya pitamahah (16)

Sri Krsna's paternal and maternal grandfathers, the
brahmanas and other such elders are worshipful to Him. The
name of Sri Krsna’s paternal grandfather is Parjanya (cloud)
because he showers torrents of auspicious nectar. His bodily
complexion resembles molten gold and both his hair and
clothing are of white colour. Grandfather Sri Parjanya is the
object of veneration to all in Vraja. (15-16)

yah surarser nidesSena laksmi-bharttur ipasanam
pura nandisvare cakre $restha-santati-kanksaya
vag-amiirttd tate vyomni pradurasit priyankari (17)

In bygone times, Sri Parjanya lived in the area of Nandisvara.
He wished to beget illustrious offspring, so following the
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instructions of Devarsi Narada he worshipped Sri Narayana,
the husband of Laksmi-devi. After performing austerities for
a long time, Parjanya Maharaja heard a most pleasant divine
voice from the heights of the sky. The voice said, (17)

“tapasanena dhanyena bhavinah pafica te sutah
variyan madhyamas tesam nanda namna bhavisyati (18)

nandanas tasya vijayi bhavita vraja-nandanah
surasura-Sikha-ratna-nirajita-padambujah” (19)

“O Parjanya, five sons will be born to you as a result of
your most excellent austerities. The best of them will be the
middle one. He will be famous by the name Nanda. The son of
this Nanda will be victorious in the entire world and bestow
joy in the land of Vraja. Both the demigods and the demons
will worship His lotus feet with the jewels decorating their
heads.” (18-19)

tustas tatra vasann atra preksya kesinam agatam
parivaraih samam sarvair yayau bhito brhad-vanam (20)

With a happy heart Sri Parjanya resided in the area of
Sri Nandisvara for some time, but when he heard about the

Kesi demon’s arrival there, he became fearful and moved to
Mahavana (Gokula) with his entire family. (20)

pitamahi mahi-manya kusumbhabha harit-pata
vartyasiti vikhyata kharva ksirabha-kuntala (21)

Sri Krsna’s paternal grandmother is Variyasi. She is most
revered throughout Vraja-mandala. Her bodily complexion
resembles the colour of the orange-red kusumbha flower
(safflower) and her garments are green. She is short and her
hair is completely white as milk. (21)
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pitrvyau pitur wirjanya-rajanyau ballavau ca yau
nati-suverjanakhyapi pitamaha-sahodara (22)

gunavirah patir yasyah siiryasyahvaya-pattanam (23a)

Sri Krsna’s father, Sri Nanda Maharaja, has two paternal
uncles named Urjanya and Rajanya. They are both cowherd
men by occupation. Suverjana, who is expert in the art of dance
and therefore is famous by the name Nati (dancer), is the sister
of Sr1 Krsna’s paternal grandfather. She is, in other words,
Sri Nanda Maharaja’s paternal aunt. Suverjana’s husband is
named Gunavira, and they reside at Stirya-kunda. (22-23a)

pita vraja-jananando nando bhuvana-vanditah (23b)

tundilas candana-rucir bandhujiva-nibhambarah
tila-tandulitam kiircam dadhano lamba-vigrahah (24)

Sri Krsna’s father is Sri Nanda Maharaja. He is worshipped
throughout the world and is the source of happiness to the
residents of Vraja. He has a big belly, his bodily complexion is
like sandalwood paste (candana), and his dress resembles the
colour of the yellowish red bandhujiva flower. He is tall and his
beard resembles the colour of sesame seeds mixed with rice, or
in other words, a mixture of white and black. (23b—24)

upanandanujo nando vasudeva-suhrttamah
gopardja-yasode ca krsna-tatau vrajesvarau (25)

Sri Nanda is the younger brother of Upananda and a close
friend of Vasudeva. Goparaja Nanda and Yasoda are Sri Krsna’s
father and mother, and they are also widely known as the King

and Queen of Vraja. (25)

vasudevo ’pi vasubhir divyatity esa bhanyate
tatha drona-svaripamsah khyatascanakadundubhih (26)
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namedam garude proktar mathura-mahima-krame
vrsabhanur vraje khyato yasya priya-suhrd-varah (27)

Sri Nanda Maharaja’s friend is called Vasudeva because he
is radiant with piety, jewels and wealth, which are all denoted
by the word vasu. Visuddha sattva-guna, or the transcendental
platform of pure existence, is also called vasudeva, and according
to this meaning his name is Vasudeva because he is endowed
with this visuddha sattva-guna. He is a partial manifestation of
a Vasu called Drona and is also well known by the name Anaka
Dundubhi.

A description of these names is found in the Mathura-
mahatmya of the Garuda Purana. The renowned Sri Vrsabhanu
Mahardja of Vraja is Sri Vasudeva Maharaja’s most dear

friend. (26-27)

mata gopa-yaso-datri yasoda syamala-dyutih
miurttda vatsalatevasau Sakra-capa-nibhambara (28)

Because she gives (da) fame (yasa) to the society of the
cowherds, Sri Krsna’s mother is called Yasoda. Her bodily
complexion is blackish blue ($yamala). She is the very
personification of parental love and her attire is colourful like

the rainbow. (28)

natisthiila-tanuh kificid dirgha-mecaka-kuntala
aindavi kirttida yasyah priya prana-sakhi vara (29)

Sri Yasoda’s body is of medium size — neither plump nor
thin. Her hair is quite long and black. Her best friends, who are
as dear to her as her own life, are Aindavi and Kirttida. (29)

gokuladhisa-grhini yasoda devaki-sakhi
gopesvari gostha-rajii krsna-mateti bhanyate (30)
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She is well known as the wife of the ruler of Gokula, Vraja-
raja SriNanda Maharaja; as Yasoda; as a friend of Sri Vasudeva’s
wife Sri Devaki; as Gopesvari (the Queen of the cowherds);
as Gostharani (the Queen of Vraja) and as the mother of Sri
Krsna. (30)

According to the Adi Purana

“dve namni nanda-bharyaya yasoda devakiti ca
atah sakhyam abhiit tasya devakya sauri-jayaya” (31)

“Sri Nanda Maharaja’s wife has two names: Yasoda and
Devaki. Devaki, the wife of Sauri Sri Vasudeva, has the same
name as Yasoda, and therefore they naturally have a special

friendship.” (31)

rohini brhad-ambasya praharsarohini sada
sneham ya kurute rama-snehat koti-gunam harau (32)

Sri Rohini-devi is known as the elder mother of Sri Krsna.
She is an embodiment of ever-increasing joy. She even feels
millions of times greater affection for Sri Krsna than for Sri
Balarama. (32)

upanando 'bhinandas ca pitrvyau piarvajau pituh
pitrvyau tu kaniyamsau syatam sananda-nandanau (33)

Sri Nanda Maharaja has two elder brothers — Upananda
and Abhinanda — and two younger — Sananda and Nandana.
The four of them are Sri Krsna’s paternal uncles. (33)

adyah sitaruna-rucir dirgha-kiirco harit-patah
tungl priyasya saranga-varnd saranga-satika (34)

The eldest of the brothers, Sri Upananda, has a pinkish
bodily complexion like that of the mixture of white and the
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reddish colour of dawn. His beard is long and he wears green
clothes. His wife’s name is Tungi. Both her complexion and the
colour of her sari are similar to that of the cataka bird. (34)

dvittyah kumbu-ramya-sri-lamba-kiirco ’sitambarah
bharyasya pwari nila-pata patala-vigraha (35)

The second eldest brother, Sri Abhinanda, has a fair
complexion resembling the colour of a conch shell and his
beard is long. He wears black clothes. His wife, Pivari, has blue
clothing and a pinkish complexion. (35)

sunandapara-paryayah sanandasya ca pandarah
$yama-celah sita-dvi-tri-keso 'yam keSava-priyah (36)

bharya kuvalaya-rakta-cela kuvalayacchavih (37a)

Sananda is also called Sunanda. His bodily complexion is
pale whitish yellow and his garments are black. Only a few of
his hairs have turned white. He is extremely dear to Kesava. His
wife, whose name is Kuvalaya, wears clothes of a mixed colour
of blue and light red (kuvalaya), and her body also bears the
same complexion. (36—37a)

nandanah Sitikanthabhas candata-kusumambarah (37b)

aprthag vasatih pitra taruna-pranayi harau
atulyasya priya vidyut-kantir-abhra-nibhambara (38)

The bodily complexion of Nandana is like the colour of the
throat of the peacock and his clothes resemble the colour of an
oleander flower (candata). Sri Nandana lives together with his
father, Sri Parjanya Maharaja, and has gentle love for Sri Hari.
His wife’s name is Atulya. Her complexion resembles light-
ning and her clothes are like the blackish blue colour of rain

clouds. (37b-38)
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sananda nandini ceti pitur ete sahodare
kalmasa-vasane rikta-dante ca phena-rocisi (39)

mahanilah sunilas ca ramanavetayoh kramat (40a)

Sri Krsna’s father, Vrajaraja Nanda, has two sisters named
Sananda and Nandini. They wear many different types of
colourful clothes. They do not have many teeth and their
bodily complexions are whitish like foam. Sananda’s husband
is Mahanila and Nandini’s is Sunila. Mahanila and Sunila are

thus Sri Krsna’s uncles. (39—-40a)
pitur adya-pitrvyasya putrau kandava-dandavau (40b)
subale mudam aptau yau yayos caru mukhambujam (41a)

Sri Krsna's eldest paternal uncle, Sri Upananda, has two
sons named Kandava and Dandava. They both gladly stay in
Subala’s company and their attractive faces are as beautiful as

lotus flowers. (40b—41a)

rajanyau yau tu dayadau namna tau catu-vatukau
dadhisara-havihsare sadharminyau kramat tayoh (41b)

Sri Nanda Maharaja has two cousins, who are sons to his
uncle Rajanya [mentioned in Verse 22, Brhad-bhaga]. Their
names are Catu and Vatuka. Catu’s wife is Dadhisara and

Vatuka's is Havihsara. (41b)

matamaho mahotsahah syad asya sumukhabhidhah
lamba-kambu samasmasruh pakva-jambii-phalacchavih (42)

Sri Krsna’s maternal grandfather is called Sumukha. He is
energetic and enthusiastic by nature. His long beard is white
like a conch shell and his bodily complexion resembles [the
purple colour of] a ripe jamun fruit. (42)

11
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matamahi tu mahisi dadhi-pandara-kuntala

patala patali-puspa-patalabha harit-pata (43)

The name of Sri Krsna’s maternal grandmother is Patala.
She is well-known as the Queen of Vraja. Her hair looks
yellowish just like yoghurt made from cow milk, her complexion
is pale pinkish like a patala flower (rose), and her clothes are

green. (43)

priya sahacari tasya mukhara nama ballavi
vrajesvaryai dadau stanyam sakhi-sneha-bharena ya (44)

Mukhara, who by caste belongs to the cow herders, is a dear
friend of Grandmother Patala. Mukhara has so much affection
for her friend that sometimes, when Patala was busy (no need
to even mention all her various duties), she even used to breast-
feed Patala’s daughter, Vrajesvari Sri Yasoda. (44)

sumukhasyanujas carumukho fjana-nibhacchavih
bharyasya kulati-varna balaka nama ballavi (45a)

Grandfather Sumukha’s younger brother is Carumukha.
His bodily complexion is [blackish] like kajala. His wife is a gopt
named Balaka. Her complexion can be compared to one kind
of deep blue gram or to kajala. (45a)

golo matamahi-bhrata dhiimalo vasana-cchavih (45b)

hasito yah svasur-bhartra sumukhena krudhoddhurah
durvasasam upasyasau kulam lebhe vrajojjvalam (46)

yasya sa jatila bharya dhvankha-varna mahodari (47a)

Grandmother Patala’s brother is called GolaZ. His clothes
and complexion are of a greyish purple colour. When his

2 Same person as Vrka Gopa mentioned in Laghu-bhaga Verse 173b-174.
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brother-in-law Sumukha makes fun of him and laughs, he
becomes mad with anger.

He received the good fortune of taking birth in an illustrious
family of Vraja by worshipping Sri Durvasa.

Gola’s wife is called Jatila. She has a big belly and her

complexion resembles that of a crow. (45b—47a)
yasSodhara-yasodeva sudevadyas tu matulah (47b)

atasi-puspa-rucayah pandarambara-sarmvrtah
yesam dhiimra-pata bharyah karkati-kusuma-tvisah (48)

remd roma suremakhyah pavanasya pitr-vyajah (49a)

Yasodhara, Yasodeva, Sudeva and others are Sri Krsna’s
maternal uncles. They all have a complexion that resembles
a [blue] linseed flower (atasi) and wear clothes that are white
mixed with a tinge of pale yellow. Their wives — Rema, Roma
and Surema — are Pavana’s [Sri Visakha's father’s] cousins
from his father’s side. Rema, Roma and Surema wear clothes of
greyish purple colour and their complexion is like the [reddish]
colour of the flower of the silk-cotton tree. (47b—49a)

yasodevi-yasasvinyavubhe matuh sahodare (49b)

dadhisara-havihsare ity anye namani tayoh
jyestha syamanuja gauri hingulopama-vasasau (50)

Yasodevi and Yasasvini are the sisters of Yasoda, Sri Krsna’s
mother.

They are also known by the names Dadhisara and
Havihsara. The elder sister Yasodevi has a blackish blue (syama)
complexion and the younger sister Yasasvini’s complexion is like
molten gold. They both wear clothes of the colour resembling a
mixture of white, yellow and red (hingula). (49b-50)

13
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catu-vatukayor bharye te rajanya-taniijayoh
putras carumukhasyaikah sucaru-nama sobhanah (51)

gola-bhratuh suta yasya bharya namna tulavati (52a)

Dadhisara and Havihsara are the wives of the previously
mentioned Catu and Vatuka [in Verse 41b, Brhad-bhaga], who
are the sons of Rajanya [mentioned in Verse 22, Brhad-bhagal.
Carumukha (Sumukha’s brother) has a handsome son called
Sucaru.

Gola’s niece Tulavati is Sucaru’s wife. (51-52a)
pitamaha-samas tundu-kutera-puratadayah (52b)

Tundu, Kutera, Purata and others are like Sri Krsna’s
paternal grandfathers (because they are contemporaries of Sri
Parjanya Maharaja and live in close proximity to him). (52b)

kila 'ntakela-tilata-krpita-puratadayah
gonda-kallotta-karanda-tarisana-varisanah
viraroha-vararoha-mukhya matamahopamah (53)

Kila, Antakela, Tilata, Krpita, Purata, Gonda, Kallotta,
Karanda, Tarisana, Varisana, Viraroha, Vararoha and others
are just like maternal grandfathers to Sri Krsna (because they
are of the same age as Sri Sumukha and live close to him). (53)

vrddhah pitamahi-tulyah silabheri sikhambarah
bharuni bhangura bhangi bharasakha sikhadayah (54)

Silabheri, Sikhambara, Bharuni, Bhangura, Bhangi,
Bharasakha, Sikha and other elder ladies are just like paternal
grandmothers to Sri Krsna. (54)

bharunda jatila bhela karala karavalika
gharghara mukhara ghora ghanta ghoni sughantika (55)
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cakkini condika cundi dindima pundavanikah
damani damari dumbi danka matamahi-samah (56)

Bharunda, Jatila, Bhela, Karala, Karavalika, Gharghar3,
Mukhara, Ghora, Ghanta, Ghoni, Sughantika, Cakkini,
Condika, Cundi, Dindima, Pundavanika, Damani, Damari,
Dumbi, Danka and other elder ladies are like Sri Krsna’s
maternal grandmothers. (55-56)

mangalah pingalah pingo matharah pitha-pattisau
Sankarah sangaro bhyngo ghrni-ghatika-saraghah (57)

patira-dandi-kedarah saurabheya-kalankurau
dhurina-dhurva-cakranga maskarotpala-kamvalah (58)

supaksa-saudha-harita-harikesa-haradayah
upanandadayas canye sarve 'mi janakopamah (59)

Mangala, Pingala, Pinga, Mathara, Pitha, Pattisa, Sankara,
Sangara, Bhraga, Ghrni, Ghatika, Saragha, Patira, Dandi,
Kedara, Saurabheya, Kalankura, Dhurina, Dhurva, Cakranga,
Maskara, Utpala, Kamvala, Supaksa, Saudha, Harita, Harikesa,
Hara, Upananda and other gopas are just like fathers to Sri
Krsna. (57-59)

parjanyah sumukhas cemau mithah sakhyam param gatau
vag-bandham cakratuh pritya kaisore tau suhrd-varau
tena nandadi-namanas tisthanty anye ’pi ballavah (60)

Parjanya (Sri Krsna’s paternal grandfather) and Sumukha
(Sri Krsna’s maternal grandfather) are best friends. In their
youth, these two companions promised each other that other
cowherd men could give their children the same names as they
both would give their sons, like Nanda. For this reason, in Sri
Vrndavana there are also other gopas who are called by names

such as Nanda. (60)

15



&~ Sri Radha-krsna-ganoddesa-dipika

tarangaksi taralika subhada malikangadah
vatsala kusala tali medura masrna krpa (61)

sankini bimbini mitra subhaga bhogini prabhah
sarika hingula nitih kapila dhamani-dhara (62)

paksatih pataka pundi sutunda tustiraiijana
visala sallaki vena varttikadyah prasiupamah (63)

Tarangaksi, Taralika, Subhada, Malika, Angada, Vatsala,
Kusala, Tali, Medura, Masrna, Krpa, Sankini, Bimbini, Mitra,
Subhaga, Bhogini, Prabha, Sarika, Hingula, Niti, Kapila,
Dhamani-dhara, Paksati, Pataka, Pundi, Sutunda, Tusti,
Afjana, Visala, Sallaki, Vena, Varttika and other cowherd
ladies are like mothers to Sri Krsna. (61-63)

ambika ca kilimba ca dhatrke stanya-dayike
amibikeyam tayor mukhya vrajesvaryah priya sakhi (64)

Ambika and Kilimba are Sri Krsna’s wet nurses, and they
breast-feed Him. Ambika, who is a dear friend to Vrajesvari

(Sri Yasoda), is senior to Kilimba. (64)
Brahmanas (mahisurah)

mahisuras tu dvi-vidha gokulantar-vasanti ye
kulam asritya varttante kecid anye purohitah (65)

The brahmanas living in Gokula are divided into two
classes. One is under the shelter of St Krsna’s paternal family
and the others belong to the priestly class. (65)

vasatkara-svadhakara-pragharadyah kula dvijah
samadheni mahakavya vedikadyas-tad-arnganah (66)

Vasatkara, Svadhakara, Praghara and others belong to those
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brahmanas sheltered in the family. Their wives are Samadheni,

Mahakavya, Vedika and others. (66)

vedagarbho mahayajva bhaguryadyah purodhasah
etesarn gautami Sarvi gargityadya varah striyah (67)

Vedagarbha, Mahayajva, Bhaguri and others are priests
(purohitas). Gautami, Sarvi, Gargi and others are the wives of
these priests. (67)

kubjika vamani svaha sulata sandili svadha
bhargavityadayo vrddha brahmanyo vraja-pujitah (68)

Kubjika, Vamani, Svaha, Sulata, Sandili, Svadha, Bhargavi
and other elder brahmana ladies are venerable in the entire

Vraja-mandala. (68)

paurnamasi bhagavati sarva-siddhi-vidhayini
kasaya-vasana gauri kasakesi darayata (69)

Bhagavati Paurnamast is Yogamaya, who arranges all Sri
Krsna’s pastimes very skilfully. Her clothes are the colour of
red ochre [the colour of ascetics]. Her complexion is golden,
and her hair is white like the flower of kasa grass. She is quite

tall. (69)
manya vrajesvaradinarm sarvesam vraja-vasinam
devarseh priya-sSisyeyam upadesena tasya ya (70)
sandipanim sutam prestham hitvavantipurim api

svabhista-daivata-premna vyakula gokulam gata (71)

Nanda and all the residents of Vraja worship Paurnamasi.
She is Devarsi Sri Narada’s dear disciple. Following the
instruction of her guru she left her beloved son Sri Sandipani
(StiKrsna and Sri Baladeva’s teacher) in Avantikapuri (Ujjain)
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and came to reside in Gokula, being overwhelmed in love for

her treasured Lord, Sri Krsna. (70-71)

Yuatha

yitthah parijananam syad dvividhanam mahoccayah
vayasya dasika ditya ity asau tri-kulo matah (72)

A large group consisting of two kinds of close associates
is called a yiitha. A wyiitha is divided into three groups:
contemporary sakhis (vayasyas), maidservants (dasis) and gopi
messengers (diitis). (72)

yisthasyavantara bhedah kulam tasya tu mandalam
mandalasya tatha vargo vargasya gana ucyate (73)

ganasya samavayah syat samavayasya saficayah
saficayasya samajah syat samajasya samanvayah
iti bheda nava jieya laghavah kramaso budhaih (74)

Those who know the eternal fundamental principles of
transcendental mellows (rasa-tattva) have further divided the
yiitha into nine sections: kulas, which are further divided into
mandalas; mandalas, which are divided into vargas; vargas into
ganas; ganas into samavayas; samavdayas into saficayas; saficayas
into samajas, and samdjas, which are further divided into

samanvayas. (713-74)

Group of Contemporary Sakhis
(vyasyanam [sakhinam] kulam)

tatradau kulamalinam likhyate tat tri-mandalam
taratamyat tayoh premnam kulasyasya tri-riipata
samajo mandalas ceti ganas ceti tad ucyate (75)
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First of all, there is a description of the sakhis’ group, which
is, according to the gradation of divine love (prema), divided
into samaja, mandala and gana. (75)

Description of samaja

samdjah parama-prestha-sakhinam prathamo matah
varisthas ca varas ceti sa samanvaya-yugma-bhak (76)

The group of the most beloved sakhis is called a samaja.

This samdja consists of two parts — the most exalted (varistha)

and the exalted (vara). (76)
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a. The most exalted (varisthah)

varisthah sarvatah khyatah sada sacivatam gatah
tayor evasamordhvo va nasau premnah samasrayah (77)

The varistha sakhis are most renowned among the gopis and
are always skilfully assisting Sri Radha and Sri Krsna in Their
intimate pastimes. No one can equal them or exceed them in
their love for the Divine Couple. (77)

prapannah sarva-suhrdam paramadaraniyatam
apara-guna-riupadi-madhuribhis ca bhiisitah (78)

These most exalted gopis are highly venerated by all the
affectionate sakhis under their guidance. They are embellished
by such charms as boundless good qualities and beauty. (78)

The eight sakhis (asta-sakhyah)
lalita ca visakha ca citra campakavallika

tungavidyendulekha ca rangadevi sudevika (79)

The eight most exalted sakhis are Lalita, Visakha, Citra,
Campakalata, Tungavidya, Indulekha, Rangadevi and Sudevi. (79)

1. Lalita-devi
tatradya lalita-devi syad astasu variyasi

priya-sakhya bhavej jyestha saptavimsati-vasaraih (80)

Sri Lalita-devi is the foremost amongst these eight varistha
sakhis. She is twenty-seven days older than her dear friend Sri

Radha. (80)

anuradhataya khyata vama-prakharatam gata
gorocana-nibhangi sa Sikhi-piccha-nibhambara (81)
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Lalita-devt

Sri Lalita is renowned by the name Anuradha. She is
decorated by the qualities of both a vama3 nayika and prakhara*
nayika (heroine). Lalita’s bodily complexion resembles bright
yellow gorocana and her attire has the colour of a peacock’s

tail. (81)
jata matari saradyam pitur esa visokatah
patir bhairavanamasyah sakha govarddhanasya yah (82)
Sri Lalita’s mother’s name is Saradi and her father’s is

Visoka. Her husband, whose name is Bhairava, is a friend of

Govardhana Gopa. (82)

3 Vama is a gopt who is busily engaged in arousing jealous anger, or
mana. She is angry when mana becomes weakened. The nayaka (hero)
cannot control her and she uses harsh words.

4 Prakhara is a gopi who uses bold words. She brings forth her sorrow and
anger in any topic whatsoever.
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2. Visakha
visakhatra dvittya syad ekacara-guna-vrata
priya-sakhya janir yatra tatraisabhyudita ksane (83)

The second of the varistha sakhis is Visakha. She is like
Sri Radha in her conduct, good qualities and determination
[in serving Sri Krsnal. Visakha was born at exactly the same

moment as Sri Radhika. (83)

taravali-dukiileyam vidyun-nibha-tanu-dyutih
pituh pavanato jata mukharayah svasuh sutat (84)
jatilayah svasuh putryam daksinayantu matari
bhaved vivaha-karttasya vahiko nama ballavah (85)

Visakha’s attire resembles the sky embedded by stars — it
is blue with white embroideries of flowers and leaves. Her
complexion resembles lightning.

Her father, whose name is Pavana, is Mukhar3’s sister’s
son. Visakha’s mother is Daksina, a daughter of Jatila’s sister.

Visakha’s husband is Vahika Gopa. (84-85)

left

" Visikha

right

Campakalata
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3. Campakalata

trtiya campakalata phulla-campaka-didhitih
ekenahna kanistheyam casa-paksanibhambara (86)

The third of the varistha sakhis is Campakalata. Her bodily
lustre resembles that of a blooming campaka flower. She is one

day younger than Sri Radhika. Her clothes are like the colour
of the blue jay bird (casa). (86)
pitur aramato jata vatikayantu matari
vodha candaksa-namasya visakha sadrsi gunaih (87)
Campakalata’s father is Arama and her mother is Vatika.
Her husband’s name is Candaksa. She is almost like Visakha by
her qualities. (87)
4. Citra (Sucitra)
citra caturthi kasmira-gauri kaca-nibhambara
sadvimsatya kanisthahnam madhavamoda-medura (88)
Of the varistha sakhis Citra is the fourth one. Her
complexion is golden like saffron and her attire resembles

the colour of crystal. She is twenty-six days younger than Sri
Radhika. She always rejoices in the happiness of Sri Krsna. (88)

caturakhya pitur jata surya-mitra-pitrvyaja
jananyam carcikakhyayam patir asyas tu pitharah (89)

The name of Citra’s father is Catura, who is the paternal
uncle of Stryamitra (Vrsabhanu Maharaja). Citra’s mother is

named Carcika and her husband is Pithara. (89)

5. Tungavidya
paficami tungavidya syaj jyayasi paiicabhir dinaih
candra-candana-bhityistha kunkuma-dyuti-salini (90)
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Citra Tungavidya

Tungavidya is the fifth of the varistha sakhis. She is five
days older than Sri Radhika. Her body emanates a fragrance
of sandalwood mixed with camphor (candra-candana), and her
complexion resembles kurkuma. (90)

pandu-mandana-vastreyam daksina-prakharodita
meghayam puskaraj jata patir asyas tu balisah (91)

Tungavidya’s clothes are light yellow. She is decorated by the
qualities of daksina® nayika and prakhara nayika. Her mother’s

5  Daksina is a nayika who is unable to tolerate jealous anger, or mana. In
their conversations she holds the same opinion as her beloved. She is
controlled by her beloved’s appeasing words.
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name is Medha, her father’s is Puskara and her husband’s is

Balisa. (91)
6. Indulekha

indulekha bhavet sasthi haritalojjvala-dyutih
dadimba-puspa-vasana kanistha vasarais tribhih (92)

Indulekha is the sixth of the varistha sakhis. Her complexion
is bright yellow. Her attire is like the colour of the [bright red]
flowers of the pomegranate tree. She is three days younger than
Sri Radhika. (92)

bela-sagara-samjiiabhyam pitrbhyam janimiyusi
vama-prakharatam yata patir asyas tu durvalah (93)

Indulekha’s mother is Bela and her father is Sagara. The
qualities of a vama nayika and prakhara nayika decorate

Indulekha. Her husband’s name is Durvala. (93)

Indulekha Rangadevt
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7. Rangadevi

saptami rangadeviyam padma-kifijalka-kanti-bhak
javaragi-dukiileyam kanistha saptabhir dinaih (94)

prayena campakalata-sadysi gunato mata (95a)

The seventh of the wvaristha sakhis is Rangadevi. Her
complexion resembles the colour of lotus-pollen, and her
clothes have the colour of the somewhat reddish java flower.
She is seven days younger than Sri Radha and her qualities
resemble those of Campakalata’s. (94-95a)

karuna-rangasarabhyam pitrbhyam janimiyusi
asya vakreksano bhartta kaniyan bhairavasya yah (95b)

Sri Rangadevi’s father is Rangasara and her mother is
Karuna. Her husband, whose name is Vakreksana, is the
younger brother of Bhairava. (95b)

Sudevt




B rﬁarf-ﬁfldga— -
8. Sudevi

sudevi rangadevyas tu yamaja mrdur astami
rispadibhih svasuh samyat tad-bhranti-bhara-karini
bhratra vakreksanasyeyam parinita kaniyasa (96)

Sudevi is the eight of the varistha sakhis. She is the twin
sister of Rangadevi and is of a gentle (mrdu®) nature. She
resembles her sister by beauty, good qualities, nature and so
forth, and is therefore sometimes mistaken to be Rangadevi.
Sudevi is married to the younger brother of Vakreksana, the

husband of Rangadevi. (96)
b. The exalted sakhis (varah)

etad astaka-kalpabhir astabhih kathito varah
eta dvadasa-varsiyas calad-balyah kalavati (97)

subhangada hiranyangi ratnalekha sikhavati
kandarpa-mafijari phullakalikananga-maijari (98)

In addition to the aforementioned eight varistha sakhis
there are eight other exalted sakhis, the vara sakhis. They
are all twelve years old and have almost grown out of their
childhood. They are: Kalavati, Subhangada, Hiranyang,
Ratnalekha, Sikhavati, Kandarpa Mafijari, Phullakalika and
Ananga Mafijari. (97-98)

1. Kalavati

matulo yo rka mitrasya gopo namna kalankurah
kalavati suta tasya sindhumatyam ajayata (99)

hari-candana-varneyam kira-dyuti-patavrta
kapotah patir etasya vahikasyanujas tu yah (100)

6 A nayika speaking in a sweet and gentle voice is mrdu.
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Out of these eight, Kalavati is the daughter of the gopa
Kalankura, who is the maternal uncle of Arkamitra (Vrsabhanu
Maharaja). Her mother’s name is Sindhumati. Her complexion
resembles that of white sandalwood (hari-candana) and her
attire is the colour of a parrot’s (Suka) lustre. Her husband
Kapota is Vahika’s younger brother [Vahika is Visakha’s
husband]. (99-100)

2. Subhangada

Subhangada tadid-varna visakhayah kaniyast
pitharasyanujeneyar parinita patatrina (101)

Subhangada’s complexion is effulgent like lightning. She
is Visakha's younger sister and is married to Patatri, who is the
younger brother of Pithara [Citra’s husband]. (101)

3. Hiranyangi

hiranyangi hiranyabha harini-garbha-sambhava
sarva-saundarya-sandoha-mandiri-bhiita-vigraha (102)

Hiranyangi’s complexion is golden. She was born from the
womb of a doe. [This is described in the following verses.] Her
bodily charm is like an abode of all beauty. (102)

yajva yasasvi dharmatma gopo namna mahavasuh
sa mitram ravimitrasya vicitra-guna-bhiisitah (103)

Mahavasu Gopa (Hiranyangi’s father) is always absorbed
in performing sacrifices. He is celebrated, religiously minded
and decorated with various good qualities. He is a friend of

Ravimitra (Vrsabhanu Maharaja). (103)

abhilasyan sutam viram kanyaficatimanoramam
istamh bhagurinarebhe niyatatma purodhasa (104)
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Mahavasu Gopa desired to have a brave son and a beautiful
daughter and therefore began a sacrifice with the help of the
self-controlled priest Bhaguri. (104)

tatah sudhamayah ko ’pi sucaruh carurah utthitah
nanditas tam sucandrayai sadharminyai sa dattavan (105)

A sacred nectarean eatable manifested from the sacrifice.
Mahavasu became blissful and gave it to his wife Sucandra. (105)

tam asnantyam carum tasyam alinde sambhramojjhitah
surangyakhya vraja-cari kurangi rangini-prasith (106)

agatya tarasa tasyalokat kificid abhaksayat
pasupali-hariny ubhe tato garbham avapatuh (107)

When Sucandra ate the sacrificial eatable, some of it fell
on the courtyard because of her haste. A doe named Surangi,
the mother of Rangini, was wandering around in Vraja. She
saw the eatable, and quickly took it and ate it. Both the gopi
Sucandra and the doe Surangi became pregnant by eating the

sacrificial eatable. (106—107)

sucandra susuve putram stoka-krsnam bruvanti yam
asosta gostha-madhye sa hiranyangim kurangika (108)

At the appropriate time Sucandra gave birth to a son, who
became known by the name Stoka-krsna, and the doe Surangi
gave birth to a daughter, Hiranyangi, in the meadow. (108)

ya sakhi priya-gandharva gandharvayah priya sada
phullaparajita-sreni-viraji-pata-mandita (109)

Gandharva Sri Radha and Hiranyangi are most dear
friends. Hiranyangi wears clothes resembling blossoming
aparajita flowers. (109)
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etam daratayodaram dadau vrddhaya go-duhe
jaradgavaya gargasya givarn gauravatah pita (110)

The liberal father of Hiranyangi gave her in marriage to
an old cowherd man, Jaradgava, out of respect for the words of

Garga Muni. (110)
4. Ratnalekha

suto matr-svasuh siiryasahvayasya payonidhih
tasya putravatah patni mitra kanyabhilasini (111)

sraddhayaradhayaficakre bhaskaram sutavaskara
prasadena dyu-ratnasya ratnalekham asita sa (112)

The son of the maternal aunt of Vrsabhanu Maharaja
(Stiryasahvaya) is called Payonidhi. Even though his wife Mitra
already had a son, she worshipped the Sun-god with great faith
with the desire to get a daughter. As the result of the Sun-god’s
mercy she got a daughter, Ratnalekha. (111-112)

manahsila-rucir asau rolamba-rucirambara
vrsabhanu-suta-prestha bhanu-susrasane rata (113)

vyiidha balye kadarena mata yasya kutharika
ghitrnayanti dySau ghore madhavam preksya tarjjati (114)

Ratnalekha’s bodily lustre resembles a red mineral called
manahsila, and the colour of her attire is that of a bumblebee.
She is very dear to Vrsabhanu-nandini Sri Radha and worships
the Sun-god with an intent mind. She was married to the son
of Kutharika, Kadara, already in her childhood. Whenever she
sees Madhava, she rolls her eyes in a fearsome manner to scold

Him. (113-114)
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5. Sikhavati
dhanyadhanyad abhiit kanya susikhayam sikhavati
karnikara-dyutih kundalatikayah kaniyasi (115)

jarat-tittira-kirmira-pata mirtteva madhuri
udiidha garudeneyam garjarakhyena go-duha (116)

Sikhavati is the daughter of Dhanyadhanya and Susikha.
Her bodily complexion is like that of the [yellowish] karnikara
(svarna-campa) flower. She is Kundalatika’s younger sister
and wears multi coloured clothes resembling an old titara
(partridge) bird. She appears to be just like the personification
of sweetness. She is married to a gopa named Garjara, who is

also known by the name Garuda. (115-116)
6. Kandarpa Manjari

kandarpa-mafijari nama jata puspakarat picuh
jananyam kuruwvindayam yasyah pitra harim varam (117)

hrdi krtya na kutrapi vivaho nyatra karyate
kinkiratojjvala-rucir vicitra-sicayavrta (118)

Kandarpa Maijari’s father is Puspakara and her mother is
Kuruvinda. In his heart, Kandarpa Mafijari’s father considered
Sri Hari to be his actual son-in-law, so he did not arrange her
marriage with anyone else. Kandarpa Mafjari’s effulgent bodily
complexion is like that of a parrot (kinkirata), and she wears
colourful clothes decorated with flower embroidery. (117-118)

7. Phullakalika

srimallat phullakalika kamalinyam abhiit pituh
seyam indivara-§yama Sakra-capa-nibhambara (119)
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sahajenanvita pita-tilakenalika-sthale
viduro ’syah patir ditran mahisir ahvayaty asau (120)

Phullakalika’s father is called Sri Malla and her mother
is Kamalini. Her darkish (Syama) complexion is like that of a
blue lotus and she wears enchanting clothes resembling the
rainbow. Her shining forehead is beautified by a natural yellow

tilaka. Her husband’s name is Vidura, who calls his buffaloes
from afar. (119-120)

8. Ananga Manjari

vasanta-ketaki-kantir mafijulananga-madjari
yatharthaksara-nameyam-indivara-nibhambara (121)

durmado madavan asyah patir yo devarah svasuh
priyasau lalita-devya visakhaya visesatah (122)

Ananga Madjari, Sri Radha’s younger sister, has an
enchanting complexion resembling a spring ketaki flower
and she wears clothes resembling a blue lotus. Even Cupid
(Ananga) is attracted by her beauty and sweetness; thus her
name Ananga Maijari is quite appropriate. Her husband is
the proud and arrogant Durmada, the younger brother of Sri
Radha’s husband. Ananga Mafijari is extremely dear to Lalita-
devi and especially to Visakha. (121-122)

General activities of the contemporary sakhis
(vayasyanam samanya-karmani likhyante)

vesSah priya-vayasyaya guru-paty-adi-vaficanam
harina prema-kalahe tasya evanuyayita (123)

These dear sakhis are experts in preparing Sri Radhika’s
dress, ornaments and so forth, and in cheating honourable
persons such as the husband, mother-in-law and father-in-law.
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When Sri Hari and Sri Radha sometimes have a loving quarrel,

they take Sri Radhika’s side. (123)

abhisare sahayatvam annadi-parivesanam
asvadanam saha-krida rahasya-parigopanam (124)

They assist in taking Sri Radha to meet Sri Krsna at the
appointed meeting place and serve Them many kinds of
eatables. They relish the pastimes of the Divine Couple and
keep secrets concealed. (124)

pavitra-citta-caturyam paricarya yathocitam
utkarsa-mlanikaritvam svapaksa-pratipaksayoh (125)

With pure-hearted cleverness they serve the Youthful
Couple according to the needs of a particular time. In all
matters they promote the superiority of their own party and
the inferiority of the opposing party. (125)

tauryatrika-kalollasairubhayoh paritosanam
avakasovitacara-seva-prarthana-bhasanam (126)

They please the Divine Couple by their dance, songs
and playing of musical instruments. They know well how to
behave, beg for service as well as converse properly according
to circumstance. (126)

ityadi susthu bhityistham jieyam asam vicaksanaih
sarva evakhilam karma jananti kurvate ’pi ca (127)

A discerning person will himself clearly understand the
charming and fascinating activities of these sakhis, and thus
there is no need to say anything more. Still, it will not be
inappropriate to state that they basically know everything and
do whatever is required at a particular moment. (127)
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tatra kascin niyuktah syur aniyuktas ca kascana
niyuktah susthu ya yatra likhyante tah kramad imah (128)

Those sakhis who directly serve in the aforementioned
intimate ways are niyuktas and others, who from a distance
nourish these intimate services, are aniyuktas. Now the niyuktas
and their respective intimate services will be thoroughly

described, one by one. (128)

A Description of the Eight Prominent Sakhis
(asta-sakhi-caritam)

(The eight prominent sakhis are already portrayed in this
book. It is, nevertheless, essential to note here that earlier the
descriptions dealt with their looks, family and so forth, but now
the services performed by them and by the sakhis under their
guidance will be described.)

1. Lalita-devi

tathapi parama-prestha-sakhyah sresthatayoditah
sarvatra lalita-devi paramadhyaksatam gata (129)

The parama-prestha sakhis are considered to be the most
prominent of all the niyukta sakhis. Sri Lalita-devi is even the
leader of all the parama-prestha sakhis. (129)

svikrtakhilabhaveyam sandhi-vigrahini mata
aparadhyati radhayai madhave kvapi daivatah (130)

Sri Lalita knows perfectly well all of Sri Radha'’s and Sri
Krsna’s transcendental emotions. She arranges both Their
meetings and loving quarrels. Because she is in Sri Radha’s
party, she sometimes suddenly even offends Madhava. (130)
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candimna kuficita-mukhi sakhi-dyutibhir-avrta
vigrahe praudhi-vade ca prativakyopapattisu (131)

When loving quarrels as well as arrogant words, retorts and
arguments take place, Sri Lalitd sometimes becomes filled with
great anger, and sometimes, when her sentiments become one
with Sri Radha’s, she lowers her face [accepting Radha’s mood].
At that time, she becomes covered by her friend Sri Radha’s
effulgent complexion, which is like molten gold, although her
own complexion resembles gorocana. (131)

pratibham upalabdhabhir dhatte vigraham agrahat
ayati sandhi-samaye tatastheva sthita svayam (132)

bhagavaty adibhir dvarair yukta sandhim karoty asau (133a)

Sometimes at the time of loving quarrels, nava-navonmesa-
salini? Sri Lalita zealously incites Sri Radha’s jealous anger
(mana) by giving Her the right intelligence for that occasion.
Sometimes, together with Bhagavati Paurnamasi and others, she
herself arranges [Sri Radha’s] meetings with Krsna, but when
the time of meeting comes, she becomes indifferent. (132-133a)

pauspanam mandanam chatram Sayanothana-vesmanam (133b)
nirmitav indrajaladeh prahelyafcatikovida (134a)

Sri Lalita is expert in making ornaments, parasols and beds
out of flowers as well as constructing secluded places suitable
for intimate conversations. She is also skilful in magic and

making riddles. (133b—134a)

tambiile dhikrta yah syur asyas tu dasikas ca yah (134b)

7 Translated as: ‘at every moment new, new moods come into her heart
and through her mouth’.
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madanonmadini vatyam yah kinnara-kisorikah
prasina-valli-tambiila-valli-piiga-drumesu ca (135)

sakhyas ca vana-devyas ca vara manyopajivinam
yah kanyakah syuh sarvasu tasv evadhyaksatarm gata (136)

Sri Lalita is the supervisor of the maidservants who
perform tambula-seva; of the kinnara-kisoris8 engaged in the
Madanonmadini Garden; of the maidservants who protect
flower vines, betel vines as well as betel nut trees; of the vana-
devis (forest goddesses); and even of those maidens who are
esteemed in venerable groups. (134b—136)

ratnalekhadayo ’stau yah priya-sakhyo 'nukirttitah
sarvatra lalita-devyasta jiieyah pratyantarah (137)

The previously described eight dear sakhis of the vara
group, like Ratnalekha, are always completely submissive to Sri

Lalita-devi. (137)

ratnaprabha-ratikale tatrapy astasu visrute
guna-saundarya-vaidagdhi-madhuribhir upagate (138)

Of the eight sakhis that serve under the guidance of Sri
Lalita, Ratnaprabha and Ratikala are well-known and are
endowed with good qualities, beauty, dexterity, charm and so

forth. (138)
Flower decorations made by Sri Lalita in her service
(puspesu mandanam)

kiritam balapasya ca karnapuiro lalatika
graiveyakangade kanci-katake mani-bandhani (139)

8 Kinnara-krida is a type of amorous pastime (rati-krida) mentioned in
kama-sastra. A kinnara-kisori is a young girl belonging to the group
of demigods called kinnaras. They have a body resembling that of a
human being and a head like a horse.
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hamsakah kaficulityadi vividham puspa-mandanam
mani-svarnadi-klrptasya mandanasyatra yadrsah
akaras ca prakaras ca kausumasya ca tadrsah (140)

There are numerous varieties of ornaments made of flowers:
crowns (kiritas), hair bands (bala-pasyas), ear ornaments
(karnapiiras), forehead decorations (lalatikas), necklaces
(graiveyakas), upper arm bracelets (angadas), waistbelts
(kaficis), ankle bells (katakas), bangles (mani-bandhanis), feet
decorations (hamsakas), bodices (kaficulis) and many others.
In their forms, varieties and so forth, the ornaments made of
flowers are no less than the ornaments made of jewels, gold and
other precious metals. (139-140)

Crown (kiritam)
rangini-hema-yiithibhir navamali-sumalibhih
dhrti-manikya-gomeda-muktendu-mani-kantibhih
vinyastabhir yatha sobhamabhih susthu vinirmitam (141)

Crowns are made by very expertly joining flowers such as
rangini [blue colour], svarna-yiithi [golden], navamalika [white]
and sumalika whose colours resemble rubies; gomeda®; pearls;
and moon-stones. The crowns are made so beautifully that they
appear to shine as the aforementioned jewels. (141)

krta-sapta-sikham hema-ketaki-korakacchadaih
citrakair dhatubhis citrais citta-hari harer idam (142)

kiritam puspaparakhyam ratnaparad api priyam
gandharvatah krtim yasya lalita samasiksata (143)

9 Gomeda is a gem brought from the Himalaya and the Indus. It is of
four sorts: white, pale yellow, red and dark blue (as defined in Monier-
Williams Sanskrit—English Dictionary).
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tat tu paiica-Sikham puspaih pafica-varnair vinirmitam
korakair api gandharvabhiisanam mukutarm bhavet (144)

These specific crowns have seven crests made of buds of
the golden ketaki flowers as well as of colourful substances such
as red ochre (gairika). The kirita is a decoration for the head
and Sri Krsna is extremely fond of them. What more is there to
say? Since this decoration is the best of all flower decorations,
it is also known as Puspaparal©. It is even more valued than the
best of jewels. Sri Lalita Sakhi learned to expertly make them
from Gandharva Srimati Radha. Sri Lalita-devi also makes
five-crested crowns for Srimati Radha out of flowers and flower

buds of five colours. (142-144)
Hair band (bala-pasya)
kesa-bandhana-dori ca vicitraih korakadibhih

avali gumphita gadham bala-pasyeti kirttita (145)

Hair-tying bands (bala-pasya) increase the beauty of the
hair and tie the hair. They are made by stringing together like
a garland various colourful flower buds. (145)

Ear ornaments (karnapurah)

tatankam kundalam puspi karnika karna-vestanam

iti pafica-vidhah proktah karnapiiro ’tra silpibhih (146)

Artisans divide ear ornaments (karnapiira) into five types:
tatanka, kundala, puspi, karnika and karna-vestana. (146)
a. tatankam

tala-patrakrtir bhitsa tatankah sa dvidhoditah
citra-puspa-krtah svarna-ketaki-dala-jas tatha (147)

10 puspa = flower; apara = unsurpassed
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Tatankas, which look like palm leaves, are of two kinds.
They are either made of many-coloured flowers or of the petals

of golden ketaki flowers. (147)
b. kundalam

mayiira-makarambhoja-sasankarddhadi-sannibham
svanuriipaih krtam puspaih kundalam bahudhoditam (148)

Kundalas are flower ornaments which resemble peacocks,
sea creatures (makaras!l), lotuses, half-moons and so forth.
They are of many kinds. (148)

C. pusp1

catur-varnaih kramat puspais cakravalataya krtah
madhye paryapta-guiijo yam stavakaih puspikocyate (149)

Puspi ornaments are made by stringing together four types
of differently-coloured flowers in sequence to form a round
shape. In the middle of these ear ornaments also hangs, in
fitting size, a cluster of gufija berries. (149)

d. karnika

rajiva-karnikakara pita-puspair vinirmita
bhrngika-dadimi-puspa-prota-madhyatra karnika (150)

Karnika is made by stringing yellow flowers all around a
lotus pericarp. Bhrigi flowers and pomegranate flowers are

stitched in the middle. (150)

e. karna-vestanam

yat tu karnam vestayati vrttam tat karna-vestanam (151)

The round ear-rings which overspread the whole ear are
called karna-vestana. (151)

11 A large sea creature that is considered to epitomise sensual desire.
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Decoration for the forehead (lalatika)

dvi-varna-puspa-racita dvi-parsva sona-madhyama
alakavali-mila-stha puspapati lalatika (152)

Lalatika is made of flowers of two different colours. It has
two parts. One is of red colour. It is fastened at the top of the
head and follows the parting of the hair to the forehead. Its
flowers are arranged in an artistic way. (152).

Necklace (graiveyakam)

varttulas ca catur-griva kausumyo yatra kosthikah
tad-varna-puspakair madhyam jiieyam graiveyakas tu tat (153)

An ornament made of only one kind of flower and
beautified in the middle by vines and leaves is called graiveyaka.
The ornament hangs from the neck in a round fashion like four

garlands. (153)

Armlet worn on the upper arm above the elbow
(angadam)
klrptam puspa-latatantu protair mandalatam gataih

tri-varnopary-upary-upta-tri-puspananam angadam (154)

An ornament made by stringing three different coloured
flowers together, one by one, into the form of a round creeper

is called angada. (154)

Waist belt (kanci)
ksudra-jhallari-sarmwita citra-gumpha-karambita

pafica-varnair-viracita kusumaih kancir ucyate (155)

An astonishing decoration made of five different kinds
of colourful flowers and adorned with small wavy garlands, is

called kafici (waist belt). (155)
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Anklets (katakah)

krtta-vrntair latatantau protair ekaikasas tu yah

kalpita vividhaih puspaih kataka bahudhoditah (156)

These anklets are made by stringing together many kinds
of flower buds and stems of fruits or leaves, using a fine stalk as
the thread. Many different kinds of anklets can be made. (156)

Bracelets (mani-bandhani)
catur-varna-prasunanka-guccha-lambi-tridharika

kara-dori kusumaja kirttita mani-bandhani (157)

Mani-bandhani is made with flowers of four different
colours. Three flower-strings hang down from it. Mani-
bandhani is tied around the wrist. (157)

Ornaments for the feet (hamsakah)
prthula ca catuh-srngi puspa-srigata-lambika

parsve saumanasi gumpha sphuranti hamsako bhavet (158)

The hamsaka covers the entire top part and side part of the
foot. It is beautifully constructed, and small strings made of the
buds of the main flowers [of the ornament] swing from it. (158)

Blouse (kafculi)
sad-varna-puspa-vinyasa-sausthavenaticitrita

kastiri-vasita kantha-lambi-gucchatra kasiculi (159)

A highly enticing flower decoration skilfully made of six
different coloured flowers is called a kaficuli. It is scented with
fragrance of musk, and it is fastened around the neck with
flower strings. (159)
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Umbrella (chatram)

Suklaih siaksma-salakali-paryuptaih kusumaih krtam
svarna-yithi-cita-cchatra-dandam chatram udiryate (160)

Umbrellas are made by attaching strings of white flowers to
thin wooden rods and decorating a wooden handle with golden

jitht flowers. (160)
Bed (sayanam)

campakasoka-paryapta malli-gumphita-genduka
navamali-krta tali vistirna Sayanam bhavet (161)

A pillow is made by joining campaka and asoka flowers
and a huge quantity of mallika [cameli] flowers. A wide mat-
tress is made of strings of navamallika flowers [tender cameli

flowers]. (161)
Awning (ullocah)
sici-vapa-sadrk citra-puspa-vinyasa-nirmitah

khanditaih ketaki-patraih parnavan malli-lambibhih (162)

The ulloca [a type of candratapa)] is prepared by making
a lattice-like design with strings of variegated fresh mallika
flowers and attaching them to petals of ketaki flowers. The
ulloca is further beautified by decoration with additional
varieties of colourful flowers. (162)

Candratapah

parsve ca suphalan mukta-sindhuvara-kalapakam
madhya-lambi-navambhojas candratapa itiryate (163)

When the walls of an awning are made of radiant strings
of pearl-like sindhuvara flowers and garlands made of freshly
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blooming lotus flowers hang down from its middle, it is called a

candratapa. (163)

Hut (vesma)

Sarakandaih krta-stambha citra-puspadi-samvrtaih
puspaih krta-catuh-khandi vividhair vesma bhanyate (164)

Many kinds of huts can be constructed by using various
flowers to decorate four pillars made of reeds, placing the pillars
in the four corners, and decorating all the sides with strings of
various kinds of flowers. (164)

2. Visakha

visakha navata bhadra priya-narma-sakhi mata
akhanda 'ksina-mantreyarm govinde narma-karmatha (165)

parijiatartha-hrdaya buddhi-dityaika-kovida
samni kandarpikopaye dane bhede ca pesala (166)

Sri Visakha is in her fresh blooming youth and is the
personification of the highest auspiciousness. She is a priya-
narma-sakhil? and is proficient in all areas. She gives faultless
and useful advice and is highly expert in speaking joking
words in Sri Govinda’s presence. She is especially competent
in understanding the sentiments of Sri Radha and Sri Krsna
and skilfully and intelligently carrying out the duties of a
messenger. She knows well all the schemes regarding the art of
love, i.e., how to bring the hero to the heroine. She also knows
all the means to nourish this meeting: sama (negotiations to get
to mutual agreement), dana (alluring the hero), bheda (sowing

discord) and so forth. (165-166)

12 Also called parama-prestha-sakhi.
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patra-bhangadi-racane malyapidadi-gumphane
vicitra-sarvato-bhadra-mandaladi-vinirmitau (167)

nana-vicitra-siitrena sucira-prakriyasu ca
siryaradhana-samagri-sadhane ca vicaksana (168)

vicitra-destya-gite sudaksa dhrupadadisu (169a)

Sr1 Visakha shows great expertise in using substances like
red ochre to paint beautiful and enchanting pictures of creepers,
flowers and so forth on various parts of the body. She is expert
in stringing garlands and flower wreaths for head decorations.
She is skilful in sarvato-bhadra-mandala, which means painting
auspicious diagrams (mandalas) in multi-colours on doors and
other places. Sarvato-bhadra-mandala also refers to a style of
writing poems mentioned in the acrostics (citra-kavya) section
of the kavya-sastra (scriptures delineating poetry). Employing
this style, Visakha intelligently composes poetry containing
double meanings by using variegated aphorisms (siitras); thus,
she continually displays her extraordinary deftness. She is
talented in using words to bewilder people and in other similar
activities. She is expert in preparing the various ingredients
for the worship of the Sun-god, in singing songs in different
languages, in singing with styles like dhrupada and in writing
poetry. (167-169a)

rangavali-prabhrtayo yah sakhyas citra-kovidah (169b)

madhavi-malati-candrarekhadya alayas tatha
yas ca vastradhikarinyah sakhyo dasyas ca sammatah (170)

ya vanya-devy-adhikrtah sarvananda-camatkrtau
yas ca prasina-vrksesu sakhyo ’dhikrtim asritah
malikadyas ca yas tasu sarvasv adhyaksatam gata (171)
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Sri Visakha-devi is the supervisor of the eight sakhis (be-
ginning with Rangavali) who can expertly converse about any
subject matter; of Madhavi, Malati, Candrarekha and other
sakhis; and of the sakhis and maidservants entrusted to take care
of [Sri Radha’s] clothes. She is also the supervisor of the forest
goddesses (vana-devis), who bestow joy and amuse everyone
with their activities, and of the sakhis, beginning with Malika,
entrusted to take care of trees that have flowers. (169b—171)

3. Campakalata

abhijia campakalata ditya-tantra-praghattake
nigiidharambha-sambhara vaco-yukti-visarada (172)

upayena patimna ca pratipaksapakarsakrt (173a)

Campakalata is expert in supervising the messengers. She
always conceals the intentions behind her actions and is most
clever in logical speech. She reveals the inferiority of the
opposing party and demonstrates the superiority of her own
party by accomplishing tasks and by deftness. (172-173a)

phala-prasiina-kandanam sandhana-prakriya-vidhau (173b)
hasta-caturya-matrena nana-mynmaya-nirmitau
sad-rasanam pariksayam siida-$astre ca kovida (174)
sitotpala-krti-patur mista-hasteti visruta (175a)

Campakalata is especially skilled in collecting fruits, flowers
and edible roots as well as in how to use them. She is highly
skilled in making objects out of clay just by cleverly using her
hands. She is learned in testing the six kinds of tastes — sweet,

sour, bitter, pungent, salty and astringent — as well as in the
scriptures that completely delineate the methods of cooking
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(sitda-sastra). She is known as Mista-hasta (‘sweet hands’)
because she is skilled in using sugar candy to make sweets of

different shapes. (173b—175a)
paura-gavyasca pacane yah sakhyo dasikas ca yah (175b)

kurangaksi-prabhrtayah sakhyo ya asta-sankhyakah
sakalesu druma-lata-gulmesv-adhikrtas ca yah
sakhi-prabhrtayah sarvah sampraptadhyaksatam asau (176)

Campakalata is the supervisor of the sakhis and maid-
servants who make different preparations from milk; of the
eight sakhis beginning from Kurangaksi; and of the gopis who
take care of the trees, creepers, bushes and other vegetation of

Vraja. (175b—176)

4. Citra

citra vicitra-caturya sarvatrasau pravesini
yane ’bhisaranabhikhye sad-gunasya trtiyake (177)

lekhe ’pingita-vijiane nana-desiya-bhasite
drsti-matrat paricaye madhu-ksiradi-vastunah (178)

kaca-bhajana-nirmane tan-madhyormi-vinirmitau
jyotih-sastre pasu-vrata-vidyayam karmane ’pi ca (179)
vrksopacara-sastre ca visesat patavam gata

rasanam panakadinam susthu-nirmana-karmatha (180)

Citra is skilled in all activities due to her remarkable
dexterity. There are six expedients to arrange and nourish a
rendezvous (abhisarana).]3 Out of these six, she is extremely

13 The six expedients employed by the sakhis to enhance the love
between the nayaka and the nayika.

Sandhirva vigraho yanamasanam dvaidhamvasrayah (Amarakosa):

(1) sandhi — to arrange the meeting between the nayaka and
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skilled in the third one, yana. She is also most talented in
writing; expressing her heart’s feelings with hints and signs;
speaking in languages of many different countries; as well as
recognizing the qualities of dishes made of honey, milk and so
forth by glancing just once upon them. She can skilfully make
crystal vessels. She can masterfully play the different notes —
sa, re, ga, ma and so forth — on these crystal vessels filled with
water to varying levels with the vibrations she arouses in the
vessels. She knows the scripture delineating astrology and is
knowledgeable in how to protect and take care of animals and

trees. She is especially skilled in preparing sherbets and other
drinks. (177-180)

astau rasalikadyah syuh yah sakhyah parikirttitah
yas ca peyadhikarinyah sakhyo dasyas ca sammatah (181)

divyausadhinam prayena hinanam kusumadibhih
tatha vana-sthalinaf ca virudhaficadhikaritam
labdhah sakhyadayo yas ca tatraisadhyaksatam gata (182)

Sri Citra Sakhi is the supervisor of the eight famous sakhis
beginning with Rasalika; of the sakhis and maidservants who
prepare drinkables; and of the sakhis who always gather divine
medicinal herbs and such, of those who protect trees without
flowers, and of those who take care of the forest area and
various creepers and vines. (181-182)

nayika; (2) vigraha — to arrange loving quarrels, with or without
cause, between the couple; (3) yana — to take the heroine’s side while
attacking the hero or the opposing party; (4) asana — to remain
inactive while keeping a sharp eye on the activities of both the hero
and the sakhis of the opposing party; (5) dvaidha — to falsely surrender
unto the powerful party; and (6) asraya — to take the shelter of the
strong party when being harassed by the enemy.

In some places these qualities have been described by the names
sama, dana, danda, bheda and so forth.
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5. Tungavidya

tungavidya tu vidyanam astadasatayamsita
sandhavativa kusala krsna-visrambha-salini (183)

Tungavidya is well versed in the eighteen types of
knowledge!4. She is exceptionally skilled in arranging the
meeting of the youthful Divine Couple. Sri Krsna has full faith
in her. (183)

rasa-Sastre naye natye natakakhyayikadisu
sarva-gandharva-vidyayam acaryakam upagata (184)

visesan marga-gitadau vina-yantradi-pandita (185a)

Tungavidya, who holds the post of acarya in the art of music
(gandharva-vidya), is most learned in the scriptures delineating
rasa (rasa-Sastra), moral conduct (niti-§astra) and the art of
dancing (natya-sastra). She is expert in dramaturgy as well as in
telling appropriate stories or instructive fabricated stories. She is
especially skilled in singing according to ragas and raginis and in
playing on the vina and other musical instruments. (184-185a)

mafjumedhadayah sakhyo ya astau parikirttitah (185b)

ya dityah kusalah sandhau sad-gunasyadime gune
sangita-ranga-salayam yah sakhyo 'dhikytim gatah (186)

mardangikyah kalavatyo narttaki-pramukhas ca yah

14 The eighteen types of knowledge are: (1) Rgveda, (2) Samaveda,
(3) Yajurveda, (4) Atharvaveda, (5) siksa (phonetics), (6) kalpa
(ritual), (7) vyakarana (grammar), (8) nirukta (etymology), (9) jyotisa
(astrology and astronomy), (10) chanda (poetical metre), (11) Mimarnsa,
(12) Nyaya, (13) dharma-sastra, (14) Puranas, (15) Ayurveda, (16)
Dhanurveda, (17) Gandharvaveda and (18) artha-sastras (as mentioned
in Visnu-purana [taken from Srila Bhaktivedanta Narayana Gosvami
Maharaja’s Srimad Bhagavad-gita 1.1, Hindi edition, page 9]).
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vrndavanantara-sthesu jalesv adhikrtas ca yah
sakhyas ca jala-devyas ca tatraisadhyaksatarm gatah (187)

Tungavidya-devi is in charge of the eight famous sakhis
headed by Manjumedha; of the expert messengers accomplished
in sandhi, the first of the six expedients [mentioned in
connection with Verse 177, Brhad-bhagal; and of the gopis who
know how to sing, play musical instruments, dance and perform
plays. She is also the leader of the skilful gopis who know how
to play mrdanga, who know the sixty-four arts, and who know
how to dance, as well as of the sakhis who collect water from the
various rivers and springs of Vrndavana. (185b-187)

6. Indulekha

indulekha bhaven malla naga-tantrokta-mantrake
vijilanasya ca mantre 'pi samudraka-visesavit (188)

Indulekha knows well all of the incantations for controlling
snakes mentioned in naga-tantra. Moreover, she is also most
skilled in using those incantations. She is especially conversant
with samudrika-sastra [the science of reading the auspicious
and inauspicious features on a person’s body]. (188)

haradi-gumphane citre danta-raiijana-karmani
sarva-ratna-pariksayam patta-doradi-gumphane (189)

lekhe saubhagya-mantrasya kausalam yad-bhuje dhrtam
anyonya-ragam utpadya saubhagyam janayed varam (190)

Indulekha makes many different kinds of necklaces and so
forth, and she decorates teeth. She has in her fingertips the
skills to test all kinds of jewels, to string silk ribbons, and to
make magical amulets or diagrams containing mantras that
bring good fortune. She evokes Sri Radha’s and Sri Krsna’s
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loving attachment for each other and thus expands supremely

good fortune. (189-190)

tungabhadradayas tv asyah sakhyah syuh pratyanantarah
yas tu sadharana diityo dvayoh palindhikadayah (191)

tasam rahasya-varttanam iyam bhajanatam gata
alankaresu vesesu kosa-raksa-vidhau ca yah (192)

sakhyo dasye ’py adhikrta yas ca virndavanantare
sthalesv adhikrta yas ca tasv adhyaksataya sthita (193)

Indulekha is the leader of the sakhis headed by Tungabhadra
and of some of Sri Radha’s and Sri Krsna’s general messengers
like Palindhika, who carry messages back and forth. She is the
leader of the gopis who know about secret conversations; of
the sakhis appointed in making ornaments, making dresses and
protecting the treasury; and of the sakhis entrusted to take care
of all the enchanting places of Vrndavana. (191-193)

7. Rangadevi

rangadevi sadottunga havengita-tarangini
krsnagre ’pi priya-sakhi-narma-kautithalotsuka (194)

Rangadevi, who is always maddened by pride, is the
personification of the waves of bodily gestures (hava, bhava and
ingita). She cleverly speaks in an indirect way. What is more,
she is eager to joke and act playfully with Sri Radha in the very
presence of Sri Krsna. (194)

sad-gunyasya gune turye yukti-vaisistyam asrita
krsnasyakarsanam mantram tapasa pirvamiyiisi (195)

Rangadevi is expert in dsana, the fourth of the six
expedients [mentioned in Verse 177, Brhad-bhagal], and her
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logic is excellent. As a result of her austerities, she received a
mantra to attract Sri Krsna. (195)

vicitres vangaragesu gandha-yukta-vidhau ca yah
kalakanthi-prabhrtayah sakhyo ’stau yah prakirttitah (196)

sakhyo dasye ’py adhikrta yas ca dhiipana-karmani
Sisire ngara-dhari-nyasta-parttav api vijane (197)

aranyakesu pasusu kesarisu mrgadisu
sakhi-prabhrtayo yas ca tatraisadhyaksatam gata (198)

Rangadevi is the supervisor of the eight sakhis, headed by
Kalakanthi, who are responsible for such services as painting
flower decorations with fragrant substances [such as candanal
on the body. She is also the leader of the sakhis and maidservants
who offer incense, of those who burn the fire in the cold season
and fan with camara during the warm season, and of those
sakhis and maidservants who watch over the animals in the

jungle, such as lions and deer. (196-198)

8. Sudevi

sudevi kesa-samskaram priya-sakhyas tathanjanam
anga-samvahanam casyah kurvati parsva-ga sada (199)

Sudevi Sakhi always remains close to her dear sakhi Sri
Radha. She adorns Sri Radha’s hair, applies black ointment

(afijana) around Her eyes, massages Her body and serves Sri
Radha in other such ways. (199)

sarika-suka-siksayam nauka-kukkuta-khelane
bhuri-sakuna-sastre ca paksyadi-ruta-bodhane (200)

candrodayardra-puspadi vanhividyavidhav api
udvarttana-visese ca susthu kausalam agata (201)
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Sudevi Sakhi is very expert in teaching the suka and
sarl (male and female parrot) to sing the Divine Couple’s
glories. She is also extemely skillful in boat pastimes, such as
competiting with persons who are experts in taking boats to
deep water or with persons who can ride their boats with great
speed. She expertly arranges competitions between cocks, she
knows well the method of reading auspicious and inauspicious
omens described in scriptures delineating astrology (Sakuna-
$astra), and she understands very well the languages of animals
and birds. She is expert in identifying the flowers blooming
in moonlight and knows well how to keep fire ablaze under
all circumstances (agni-vidya). She is also skilled in making
fireworks, lights and other such things, as well as in massaging

with oil. (200-201)

gandiisa-ksepa-patresu genduke Sayane pi ca
yah kaverimukhah sakhyas ta asyah pratyanantarah (202)

Sudevi teaches Kaverimukha and the other sakhis under
her guidance how to use leaves to prepare spittoons used for
spitting water after cleansing the mouth. She also instructs
them in making pillows and cushions out of flowers. (202)

asanasyadhikare yah sakhyo dasyas ca sammatah
pratipaksadibhavanam ya jianaya caranti ca (203)

dhiirtah pranidhi-rupena nana-vesa-dharah striyah
yas ca paksisu vanyesu chekesv adhikrtas tatha
sakhyas ca vana-devyas ca tatraisadhyaksatam gata (204)

Sudevi is the supervisor of the sakhis, maidservants and
forest goddesses who are engaged in preparing thrones for Sri
Radha and Sri Krsna to sit on; who roam here and there to find
out the thoughts of the gopis in the opposing party; and who,
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according to need, behave cunningly and disguise themselves
in various ways. The gopis protecting the forest birds such as
parrots and cuckoo birds, and those who know the style of
poetry called chekanuprasa [a type of alliteration involving

single repetitions of several consonants], also act under Sudevi’s
supervision. (203-204)
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Various Characters of [different] Sakhis
(sakhinam vibhinna-bhavah)

atha Silpa-niyogader vivrtih kriyate 'dhuna (205a)

Now an account of the sakhis’ manifold qualifications in
various arts is given. (205a)

vigrahe grahilah sakhyah pindakelir vitandika (205b)

pundarika sitakhandi carucandi sudantika
akunthita kalakanthi ramaci mecikadayah (206)

Pindakeli, Vitandika, Pundarika, Sitakhandi, Carucandi,
Sudantika, Akunthita, Kalakanthi, Ramaci, Mecika and other sakhis
are insistent upon arranging loving quarrels (vigraha). (205b—206)

Pindakeli

tamramsukapi kantabha pindake niscitagamam
Slistair vacana Sautir yair vilajjayati madhavam (207)

Of these sakhis, Pindaka, whose bodily complexion is
enchanting, wears clothes of coppery red colour. With a carefree
heart she embarrasses Madhava by speaking ambiguously. (207)

Vitandika

haridrabha hari-ccela hari-mitrani ya gira
vitandika vitandabhir nigrahaih sthanam anayet (208)

Vitandika’s bodily complexion is yellowish like the colour
of turmeric, and she also wears clothes of that same colour. In
Sri Krsna’s presence she talks like His friend. She uses words
that are vitanda, words that support her own party, which stop
the sakhis of the opposing party and instead bring Sri Radha
and Her sakhis to Sri Krsna. (208)
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Pundarika

pundarika patam dhrtva pundarikajinacchavih
pundarikangabha tarjjet pundarikaksam agasi (209)

Pundarika Sakhi’s clothes and complexion are bright like a
white lotus (pundarika). When the lotus-eyed (pundarikaksa)
Sri Hari has committed some offence, she grabs hold of the
border of His garment and heavily scolds Him. (209)

Sitakhandi

sitakhandi-tvisa gauri-namna sitambara sada
vakti kathinya-madhuryat sitakhanditi ya hareh (210)

Gauri Sakhi’s complexion is like the colour of a peahen.
She wears white clothes all the time. She uses words that appear
harsh but are actually sweet, and that is why Sri Krsna calls her
Sitakhandi.

The word sita means ‘sugar candy’, which by nature is hard
and sharp. The meaning is that even though sugar candy feels
hard within the mouth, when it goes down in the throat and in
the stomach, it cools the body and reveals its sweetness. In the
same way, Gauri Sakhi externally seems to speak harsh words,
but within her heart she is sweet and gentle. This is why she is

known as Sitakhandi. (210)

Carucandi

carucandi bhaginy asyah bhriga-syama tadit-pata
caru-candataya vacam carucanditi bhanyate (211)

Sitakhandf’s sister is Carucandi. Her complexion resembles
a blackish (syama) bee and her attire is golden like lightning.
Externally she seems very pleasing to one’s mind, but because
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she actually uses unbearable words, she is known as Carucandi
[caru = lovely, candi = an enraged woman)]. (211)

Sudantika

______

sudantika sirisabha kuruntaka-nibhambara
karoty ujjvalam apy esa pata-vairasamujjavalam (212)

Sudantika Sakhi’s complexion resembles the colour of the
[yellowish white] Sirisa flower, and her dress is yellowish like
the kurantaka flower. By her sharp words she magnifies the
sweetness of ujjvala-rasa — the radiant amorous mellow. (212)

Akunthita
akunthitabja-kandabha visa-kanda-sitambara
agah krsnasya ya vasti sva-samadja-samrddhaye (213)
Akunthita Sakhi’s bodily lustre resembles the colour of
the stalk of a lotus flower, and her dress is white like the lotus

flower’s cobweb-like roots. She reveals Sri Krsna’s offences to
increase the pleasure of the gopis in her own group. (213)

Kalakanthi
kalakanthi kuli-puspa-varna-ksirodakambara

vasti gandharvika-manam ya hares catu-kanksaya (214)

Kalakanthi Sakhi’s bodily complexion resembles that of the
kuli flower. Her dress is white like the colour of the mixture of
milk and water. She reveals Sri Radha’s jealous anger to Sri
Hari and advices Him to beg for Her forgiveness. (214)

Ramaci
ramaci lalita-dhatryah putri gaura-sukamsuka
yaya harir durvacobhir uddhave parihasyate (215)

56



Brhad-bhaga-

Ramaci is the daughter of Sri Lalita’s wet nurse. Her bodily
lustre is golden and she wears clothes resembling the colour of
a male parrot. She feels unsurpassed joy by insulting Sri Krsna

with joking harsh words. (215)
Mecika

pinda-puspa-rucih pandu-dukila mecika sada
krsnasya kurute vyaktam agas tasyeva ya gira (216)

Mecika’s complexion resembles the [reddish] pinda flower
and she wears yellow garments all the time. She unfolds Sri
Krsna’s faults from His spoken words. (216)

Messengers (datyah)

vrnda vrndarika mela muralyadyas tu ditikah
kusjadisamskrtabhijia vrksayurveda-kovidah (217)

vasi-krta-sthana-vara dvayoh snehena nirbharah
gaurangyas citra-vasand vrnda tasu variyasi (218)

Vrnda, Vrndarika, Mela, Murali and other gopis are called
messengers (diitis). They are all remarkably skilled in decorating
beautiful forest bowers and other such places to arrange Sri
Radha and Sri Krsna’s meetings. They are also extremely deft
in identifying medicinal roots and herbs and in Ayurveda.

The messengers have authority over all the topmost places.
They are filled with affection for Sri Radha and Sri Govinda.
Theirbodily complexionsare golden and they wear multi-coloured
garments. Vrnda is the foremost amongst them. (217-218)
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Messengers who arrange loving quarrels between Sri
Radha and Sri Krsna (atha vigraha-datyah)
sagraha vigrahadau syur diityah skhalita-yauvanah
petari varudi cari kotara kalitippani (219)
marunda morata cida ciandari gondikadayah

pindakeli-purogana etah syur vanagah sada (220)

Petari, Varudi, Cari, Kotara, Kalitippani, Marunda, Morata,
Cuda, Cundari, Gondika, Pindakeli and other messengers
zealously arrange loving quarrels (vigraha) and the like. They
all have crossed their youth and are always roaming in the
forest under the guidance of their prominent sakhis. (219-220)
Petari

visa-kandopamajata petari vrddha-gurjari (221a)
Varudi
varudi garudi veni-sadrk cikura-venika (221b)

Petari is an old woman of the gurjaral® community. Her
matted hair is white like the stringy roots of a lotus flower.
Varudi’s bodily lustre resembles the marakata jewel (emerald).
Her braided hair looks like the current of a river. (221)

Cari
kucari-bhagini cari tapah-katyayani smrta (222a)
Kotara

abhiri kotara jatya tila-tandula-kesabhak (222b)

15 A community of cow herders. See Verse 10, Brhad-bhaga.
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Cari is Kucar's sister. She is also called by the name Tapah-
katyayani. Kotara is an abhiral® by caste, and the colour of her
hair resembles that of sesame seeds mixed with rice, i.e., some

of her hair is white and some black. (222)
Kalitippani
palita pandu-cikura rajaki kalitippani (223a)
Marunda
marunda mundita-sirah pandura-bhrii-kulalika (223b)

By her social status Kalitippani is a washerwoman. Her hair
is white and yellow because of old age. Marunda does not have
any hair and both of her eyebrows are yellowish. (223)

Morata

javana morata kasa-kusumopama-miirddhaja (224a)
Cuda

ciidavali-digdhamukha lalate palitojjvala (224b)

Morata is capable of running around here and there with
great speed. Her hair is as lustrous as the kasa grass flower.

Cudavali’s [the diiti named Cada] face is covered by wrinkles
caused by old age. Her forehead is effulgent due to her white

hair. (224)

Cundari

cindari pundarikaksa-tatarddha-jarati dvija (225a)

16 See Verse 9, Brhad-bhaga.
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Gondika
gondikeyam jarad-gondi munda-pandu-sikhojjvala (225b)

Cundariis a middle-aged woman belonging to the brahmana
class. The lotus-eyed Sri Krsna sings of her glories. Gondika
belongs to a lower class and is somewhat older. Her head is
luminous with yellowish hair. (225)

Messengers who arrange meetings (sandhi-datyah)

caturya-sandhi-kusalah sivada saumya-darsana
suprasada sada-santa santida kantidadayah (226)

sarvatha lalita-devi jitad-vastunah tu imah
madhavasya parivare tasyapta iti manyate (227)

Sivada, Saumya-darsana, Suprasada, Sada-santa, Santida,
Kantida and others are messengers (diitis) who arrange
meetings. They are very skilful in cleverly arranging meetings,
and because they are Sri Lalita-devi’s life and soul, they are
counted as particularly trustworthy members in the family of

Sri Madhava. (226-227)

gandharvayam prapannayam kalahantaritam dasam
lalitengitam asadya harer ganataya sthita (228)

When Sri Radha is in the state of kalahantarital?, the
messengers arranging meetings approach Sri Krsna following

the indication of Sri Lalita. (228)

sviyeti dhiya tena nisystah prthu-yatnatah
krti-tusta nijabhistam sandhim eva sumantritah (229)

17 Kalahantarita is a nayika who scolds her lover severely and wards him
off even when she sees him fallen at her feet in the presence of her

sakhis.
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They intelligently and diligently accomplish their respon-
sibilities as messengers. They make Sri Krsna happy by their
pleasing advice and thus arrange the youthful Divine Couple’s
meeting — the fulfilment of their own desire. (229)

vidhaya susthu govindad vindantyah paritosikam
yanti-vrndavanesvaryah prasada-bhara-patratam (230)

Sri Krsna rewards them for arranging these beautiful meet-
ings, and they also become worthy recipients of Vrndavanesvari
Sri Radha’s complete mercy. (230)

raghavi Sivada saumya-darsana soma-vamsaja
pauravi suprasadeyam sada-santa tapasvini (231)

santida-kantide ceti bhiitmi-deva-kulodbhave
prasadad eva devarsereta vasam vraje yayuh (232)

Of the aforementioned messengers, Sivada was born in the
Raghu dynasty and Saumya-darsana in the Candra dynasty.
Suprasada belongs to the Puru dynasty and Sada-santa is
a daughter of an ascetic. Santida and Kantida are born in
brahmana families. By the mercy of Devarsi Sri Narada, they
all received residence in Sri Vrndavana. (231-232)

The Sakhis Belonging to the Second Division,
the Mandala (dvitiya-mandalam)

dvitiyo 'sman manan nyiina-prema syan mandalat purah
samdasama-premataya dvivargo yam nigadyate (233)

The prema of the sakhis belonging to the second division,
the mandala [mentioned in Verse 75, Brhad-bhagal, is somewhat
inferior to the love of the sakhis of the first division (samaja).
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The sakhis in the mandala are divided into two groups according
to their prema: sama (equal) and asama (unequal). (233)

vargah priya-sakhinam yah samapremety asau matah
sa dvidha syan nitya-siddho bhakti-siddhas tatha bhavet (234)

The priya-sakhis are in the category of sama-prema (equal
love). They are further divided into two groups: the eternally

perfected (nitya-siddha) and those who have attained perfection
by the practise of devotion (bhakti-siddha). (234)

nitya-priyanam tatrapi dasa-kotim ito ganah
samavayo niyutanam laksair astabhir eva ca (235)

The eternally perfected priya-sakhis are divided into
a hundred million ganas and eighteen hundred thousand
samavayas. (235)

yad astakarm para-prestha-sakhir astanugacchati
bahavah saficayas tatra sahasraih ko ’pi paiicasaih (236)

The previously described eight parama-prestha sakhis each
have eight sakhis serving under their guidance. They also are
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divided into many kinds of groups (saficaya). In some of these
groups there are five thousand gopis and in some of them there
are six thousand gopis. (236)

bhavet kascic catuh-paficah kascit tri-caturair api
kutascid iha sadharmyat prayah syat saficayaikata (237)

Some of the groups include four or five thousand gopis, and
some include three or four thousand gopis. In some cases these
saficayas share an almost equal nature. (237)

samajah saficayo ‘nekair esapy eka-samajata
bhavet sneha-visesena kascit sodasa-bhagiha (238)

Although there are many samajas in the category of a
saficaya, these samajas are of one nature. The samajas are in
some cases divided into sixteen divisions according to the affec-
tion (sneha) their members experience. (238)

vitsatyapi tatha paficavimsata trimsata tatha
catvarimsad yiithah kascid evam paiicasata bhavet (239)
Some samajas are divided into twenty, some into twenty-

five, some into thirty, some into forty and some into fifty
divisions. (239)

sastya kascit samajah syac catuhsastyadibhis tatha
catuhsastyadibhis tatra samajo 'yam prapaficyate (240)

Some samajas are divided into sixty divisions and some
into sixty-four divisions. Now the samaja which is divided into
sixty-four divisions is described in detail. (240)

dvabhyam dvi-trais tri-catur-adibhis cali-janair bhavet
sarva-bhavena sadharmye samajo ’pi samanvayah (241)
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In some of these sixty-four divisions there are two sakhis,
in some of them there are two or three, and in some of them
there are four sakhis. These samajas are also called samanvayas,
because they are so similar. (241)

Lalita’s sakhis (lalitayah sakhyah)

ratnaprabha ratikala subhadra ratika tatha
sumukhi ca dhanistha ca kalahamst kalapini (242)

Ratnaprabha, Ratikala, Subhadria, Ratika, Sumukhi,

Dhanistha, Kalahamsi and Kalapini are the eight prominent
sakhis serving under the guidance of Sri Lalita Sakhi. (242)
Visakha’s sakhis (visakhayah sakhyah)

madhavi malati candrarekhika kufijari tatha
harini capala-namni surabhis ca subhanana (243)

Madhavi, Malati, Candrarekhika, Kufijari, Harini, Capal3,
Surabhi and Subhanana are the eight prominent sakhis serving

under the guidance of Sri Visakha Sakhi. (243)

Campakalata’s sakhis (campakalatayah sakhyah)

kurangakst sucarita mandali manikundala
candrika candralatika pankajakst sumandira (244)
Kurangaksi, Sucarita, Mandali, Manikundala, Candrika,
Candralatika, Pankajaksi and Sumandira are the eight

prominent sakhis serving under Sri Campakalata Sakhi’s

guidance. (244)

Citra’s sakhis (citrayah sakhyah)

rasalika tilakini sauraseni sugandhika
ramini kamanagari nagari nagavenika (245)
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Rasalika, Tilakini, Sauraseni, Sugandhika, Ramini,
Kamanagari, Nagari and Nagavenika are the eight prominent
sakhis serving under Sri Citra Sakhi’s guidance. (245)

Tungavidya’s sakhis (tungavidyayah sakhyah)

maiijumedha sumadhura sumadhya madhureksana
tanumadhya madhuspanda gunacida varangada (246)

Mafjumedha, Sumadhura, Sumadhya, Madhureksana,
Tanumadhya, Madhuspanda, Gunaciida and Varangada are
the eight prominent sakhis serving under the guidance of Sri

Tungavidya Sakhi. (246)

Indulekha’s sakhis (indulekhayah sakhyah)

tungabhadra rasottunga rangavati susangata
citrarekha vicitrangi modani madanalasa (247)

Tungabhadra, Rasottunga, Rangavati, Susangata, Citrarekha,
Vicitrangi, Modani and Madanalasa are the eight prominent
sakhis serving under Sri Indulekha Sakh’s guidance. (247)

Rangadevi’s sakhis (rangadevyah sakhyah)

kalakanthi sasikala kamala madhurendira
kandarpa-sundari kamalatika prema-madjari (248)

Kalakanthi, Sasikala, Kamala, Madhura, Indira, Kandarpa-
sundari, Kamalatika and Prema Mafijariare the eight prominent
sakhis serving under Sri Rangadevi Sakht's guidance. (248)

Sudevi’s sakhis (sudevyah sakhyah)

kaveri carukavara sukesi mafijukesika
harahira mahahira harakanthi manohara (249)
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Kaveri, Carukavara, Sukesi, Mafijukesika, Harahira, Maha-
hira, Harakanthi and Manohara are the eight prominent sakhis
serving under Sri Sudevi Sakht’s guidance. (249)

Names of Sri Radha’s Eight Sakhis According to
the Sammohana Tantra (sri-radhayah
asta-sakhyah [sammohanatantre])

lilavati sadhika ca candrika madhavi tatha
lalita vijaya gauri tatha nanda prakirtita (250)

Lilavati, Sadhika, Candrika, Madhavi, Lalita, Vijaya, Gauri
and Nanda. (250)

Names of the eight sakhis mentioned in another part of
the same Sammohana Tantra (anyas castau)

kalavati rasavati srimati ca sudhamukhi
visakha kaumudi madhavi sarada castami smrta (251)

Kalavati, Rasavati, Srimati, Sudhamukhi, Visakha,
Kaumudi, Madhavi and Sarada. (251)

Ratnabhavah

etd nopeksita ukta nityanamavadharane
ity etat parivaranam $ri-vrndavana-nathayoh
asankhyanam ganayiturm din-matram iha darsitam (252)

The group of sakhis (named Ratnabhava) mentioned in
the Sammohana Tantra has not been neglected in this literary
work; they are all counted among the eternal sakhis.

The family of the King and Queen of Vrndavana, Sri
Radha and Sri Krsna, is unlimited, so counting can only give
the reader an idea of their actual number. (252)
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talpanna-pana-tambiila-hindola-sthasakadayah
anye 'pi ye visesah syuh svayam ithyas tu te budhaih (253)

There are innumerable gopis who prepare beds, cooked
food preparations, rasala (curd mixed with sugar and spices)
and tambula (betel nut) and who swing the swing, apply tilakas
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and perform many other similar services, but whose names have
not been mentioned in this literary work. Pure devotees expert
in relishing rasa will themselves find the names of various
other associates [of Sri Radha and Sri Krsna] from many other
scriptures. For them these associates are worthy of meditating

upon. (253)

luptatam asit krpaya jyotir ghatayeva bhanumaty asau
rilpa-visayapi drstih sarasan sabdan avaiksista (254)

When darkness pervades, the faculty of seeing forms and
other objects gets ineffective, but when the moon or the sun
arises, one’s ability to see things is resumed. From one point of
view, the darkness-like influence of time has similarly caused
the names, forms and other aspects of Sri Radha’s and Sri
Krsna’s associates to become unmanifest, but these features,
which are like a grand festival for the eyes, have now manifested
again in the form of words, caused by the effulgent light of the
Supreme Lord’s mercy. (254)

$ake drgasva-sakre, nabhasi nabhomani-dine sastyam
vrajapati-sadmani radha-krsna-ganoddesa-dipika-dipi (255)

The word Sake refers to the Sakabda Era. According to
the rule ‘ankasya vama gatih — the course of the numbers are
to the left’, the phrase drgasva-sakre makes 1472.18 The word
nabhasa (rainy season) indicates the month of Sravana, the
word nabhomani indicates ‘sun’, the word dina indicates ‘day’

18 A particular system to indicate dates was used during Sri Ripa
Gosvami’s time. The number 1472 can be inferred from the words drka,
asva and $akra in the following way. Drka means ‘sight’, and because
there are two eyes, the word drka denotes the number two. Asva
(horse) refers to number seven because the Sungod has seven horses.
Sakra means Indra, and because there are fourteen Indras in one day of
Brahma, the word sakra denotes number fourteen.
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and the word sastyam indicates ‘sixth’. In this way, one can
conclude that Sr7 Radha-krsna-ganoddesa-dipika was completed
in year 1472 of the Sakabda Era, in the sixth day of the month of
Sravana, on Sunday, in Sri Nanda Maharaja’s beautiful home
Nandagrama (vrajapati-sadmani). (255)
$ri-radha-krsna-ganoddesa-dipikayam
brhad-bhagah sampiirnah
) Thus ends the bhavanuvada of
Sri Radha-krsna-ganoddesa-dipika’s Brhad-bhaga.
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Description of Sri Krsna’s Beautiful Form,
Qualities, Sweetness and so forth o
(sri krsnasya rupadikam)

sudha-lavanya-madhurya-dalitanjana-cikkanah
indra-nila-manih kimva nilotpala-ruci-prabha (1)

Sri Krsna is as attractive as nectar and full of sweetness.
He is as soft as afijana applied around one’s eyes. His bodily
complexion is lustrous like the indranila jewel (sapphire) or

blackish blue (syamala) like the blue lotus. (1)

kimva navya-tamalo ’pi megha-puiija-manoharah
prabha marakati kantih sudha-lavanya-varidhih (2)

Or Sri Krsna is beautiful like a newly-grown tamala tree
[whose bark is dark blue] and as entrancing as a group of
monsoon clouds. His bodily complexion is even more radiant
than the lustre of a marakata jewel (emerald). His beauty is like
an ocean of nectarean sweetness. (2)

pita-vastra-paridhano vana-mala-vibhusitah
nand-ratna-bhiisitango nana-keli-rasakarah (3)

Sri Krsna dresses in yellow garments and is decorated with
a garland of forest flowers and with various jewels. He is an
ocean of many kinds of ecstatic pastimes. (3)

dirgha-kuficita-keso 'pi bahu-gandha-sugandhitah
nanda-puspa-malaya ca ciida-diptir manohara (4)
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St Krsna’s hair is long, curly and scented with various
fragrances. The beauty of His topknot, decorated with many
kinds of flower garlands, captivates one’s mind. (4)

$rimal-lalata-patiras-tilakalaka-sobhitah
nilonnata-bhrii-vilasa-kamini citta-mohanah (5)

A sandalwood tilaka and locks of hair beautify Sri Krsna’s
forehead. The playful dance of His raised, bluish eyebrows
captivates the hearts of attractive women. (5)

ghitrnamanam sunayanam rakta-nilotpala-prabham
khagendra-caficu-lavanya-sunasagraja-sundarah (6)

Sri Krsna’s beautiful eyes are restless and radiant like a
red and blue lotus. The tip of His charming nose is greatly

handsome, like the beak of Garuda, the lord of birds. (6)

manohari karna-yugmarm mani-kundala-sobhitam
nana-mani-kundaladhya-ganda-sthala-virajitah (7)

Sri Krsna’s attractive ears are decorated with jewel-studded
earrings. The radiance of His cheeks are enhanced with the
lustre of these various kinds of jewels. (7)

mukha-padman sulavanyam koti-candra-prabhakaram
nana-hasya-sumadhuras-cibuko diptiman bhavet (8)

SriKrsna’s lotus face is highly enchanting and effulgent like
millions upon millions of moons. His attractive chin is brightly
illuminated by many kinds of laughter and merriment. (8)

kantha-desah sulavanyo mukta-mala-vibhiisitah
tri-bhango lalita-snigdha-grivas trailokya-mohanah (9)

Sri Krsna’s beautiful and charming neck is decorated with
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pearl necklaces, and its graceful bending posture enchants
everyone in the three worlds. (9)

vaksah-sthalafica lavanyair amani-ramanotsukam
mani-kaustubha-vidyud-bha-mukta-hara-vibhisitam (10)

Sri Krsna’s charming chest, decorated with the Kaustubha
jewel and a splendorous pearl necklace resembling lightning,
displays His desire to sport with young ladies. (10)

ajanulambita-bhujau keyara-valayanvitau
raktotpala-hasta-padmau nana-cihna-susobhitau (11)

gada-sankha-yava-cchatra-candrardhankusa-sobhitau
dhvaja-padma-yupa-hala-ghata-mina virajitau (12)

Sri Krsna’s arms, which extend to His knees (ajanulambita),
are decorated by armlets and bracelets. His lotus hands, which
look like red lotuses, are beautified with various marks such as
club, conch shell, barley corn, umbrella, half-moon, goad, flag,
lotus flower, victory column, plough, pitcher and fish. (11-12)

udaraiica sumadhuram lavanya-keli-sundaram
prstha-parsva-sudha-ramyam ramani-keli-lalasam (13)

Sri Krsna’s beautiful and attractive belly is the playground
of all loveliness. His graceful back and His sides are en-
dowed with the desire to have dalliances with beautiful young
women. (13)

kati-bimba-sudhambhojam kandarpa-mohanotsukam
rama-rambhe vorii dvau nari-mohana-karakau (14)

Sri Krsna’s round hips resemble a divine lotus flower and
are eager to enchant Cupid. His ample thighs, which look like
the trunks of banana trees, steal the minds of women. (14)
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janii dvau ca sulavanyau madhurau paramojjvalau
pada-padmau sumadhurau ratna-niipura-bhiisitau (15)

java-puspa-sama-ruci nanda-cihna-susobhitau
cakrarddha-candrasta-kona-trikona-yava-sobhitau (16)

ambara-cchatra-kalasa-sankha-gospada-svastikau
ankusambhoja-dhanusa jambavena ca sobhitau (17)

Sri Krsna's knees are full of loveliness, sweetness and
radiance. His remarkably charming lotus feet are decorated by
jewelled ankle bells. His lotus feet are as effulgent as a [pinkish]
java flower (China Rose) and marked by various signs such as
disc, half-moon, octagon, triangle, barley corn, sky, umbrella,
pitcher, conch shell, cow’s hoof, swastika, goad, lotus flower,
bow and jamuna fruit. (15-17)

angulyo 'runa-bhah samyan nakha-candra-samanvitah
$ri-yutau caranambhojau nana-prema-sukharnavau (18)

SriKrsna's toes are as reddish as dawn and His toenails look
like full moons. His beautiful lotus feet are like an ocean of the
various joys of prema. (18)

etesam krsna-rapanam tulana na hi vidyate
kificid uddipanarthaya din-matram iha darsitam (19)

Although the above-mentioned features of Sri Krsna’s
sweet beauty cannot be compared to anything within this
material world, an idea has been given here to help stimulate

the devotees’ bhakti. (19)

Sri Krsna’s Male Friends (vayasyah)

atha sri-krsna-candrasya sakhi-vrndafica kathyate
agragami vayasyanam pralambaratir agrajah (20)
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Now Sri Krsna’s friends are described. St Baladeva is the
foremost of all the sakhas. He is Sri Krsna’s elder brother and
the killer of the well-known demon Pralamba. (20)

Groups of Sakhas (vayasya-bhedah)

suhrt-sakhi-priya-sakhah priya-narma-sakhas tatha
vayasyah krsna-candrasya sphutam atra catur-vidhah (21)

Sri Krsna’s friends are divided into four groups: (1) suhrt,

(2) sakha, (3) priya-sakha and (4) priya-narma-sakha. (21)
The suhrt-sakhas

subhadrah kundalo dandi mandalo 'mi pitrvyajah
Sunando nandiranandi ity adya yatarah smrtah (22)

Sri Krsna’s paternal cousins Subhadra, Kundala, Dandi and
Mandala as well as Sunanda, Nandi, Anandi and other suhrt-
sakhas accompany Him when He goes to the forest. (22)

subhado mandalibhadra-bhadravarddhana-gobhatah
yaksendra-bhata-bhadranga-virabhadra-mahagunah (23)

kulaviro mahabhimo divyasaktih suraprabhah
ranasthiradayo jyestha-kalpah samraksanaya ye (24)

pitrbhyam abhito bhita-cittabhyam dusta-kamsatah
prana-koty-adhika-prestha-putrabhyam viniyojitah (25)

Subhada, Mandalibhadra, Bhadravarddhana, Gobhata,
Yaksendra, Bhata, Bhadranga, Virabhadra, Mahaguna,
Kulavira, Mahabhima, Divyasakti, Suraprabha, Ranasthira and
other suhrt-sakhas are older than Sri Krsna and are engaged in

protecting Him.
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Because Sri Nanda and Yasoda were terrified of the wicked
Kamsa, they appointed the aforementioned suhrt-sakhas,
beginning with Subhada, to protect their sons Sri Krsna and
Sri Balarama, who are more dear to them than millions of their
own lives. (23-25)

atradhyakso 'mbika-sanur vijayaksas tapasyaya
yah kilambikaya lebhe dhatryopasya sadambikam (26)

Vijayaksa, the son of Ambika, is the leader of all the suhrt-
sakhas. Ambika, Sri Krsna’s wet nurse, received her jewel-
like son as a result of her constant worship of Ambika-devi

(Parvati). (26)
Subhadra

sucikkano nila-varnah subhadro diptiman bhavet
pita-vastra-paridhano nanabharana-sobhitah (27)

Subhadra is effulgent due to his highly beautiful bodily
lustre and bluish complexion. He wears yellow garments and is
ornamented with many kinds of decorations. (27)

upanandah pita tasya tula mata pativrata
paramojjvalakaisorah patni kundalata bhavet (28)

Subhadra’s father is Upananda and his highly chaste
mother is Tula. Subhadra is in his illustrious prime youth. His
wife’s name is Kundalata. (28)

The sakhas

visala-vrsabhaujasvi-devaprastha-variithapah
mandara-kusumapida-manibandha-karandhamah (29)

mandaras candanah kundah kalinda-kulikadayah
kanistha-kalpah sevayam sakhayo vipulagrahah (30)
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Visala, Vrsabha, Ojasvi, Devaprastha, Vartithapa, Mandara,
Kusumapida, Manibandha, Karandhama, Mandara, Candana,
Kunda, Kalinda, Kulika and other sakhas are younger than Sri
Krsna. They are very enthusiastic in serving Him. (29-30)

The priya-sakhas

sridama dama sudama vasudama tathaiva ca
kinkini-bhadrasenamsu-stoka-krsna vilasinah (31)

pundarika-vitankaksa-kalavinka-priyankarah
sridamadyah samas tatra Sridama pitha-mardakah (32)

Sridama, Dama, Sudama, Vasudama, Kinkini, Bhadrasena,
Amsumana, Stoka-krsna, Vilasi, Pundarika, Vitankaksa,
Kalavinka and Priyankara are Sri Krsna’s priya-sakhas. These
sakhas are of the same age as Sri Krsna. Out of them, Sridama
is a pitha-mardal. (31-32)

samasta-mitrasenanam bhadrasenas camiipatih
stoka-krsno yatharthakyah krsnasya pratyanantarah (33)

Among all of these priya-sakhas, Bhadrasena is the
commander of the army consisting of [Sr1 Krsna’s|] friends.
Stoka-krsna has a suitable name, for he is like a small (stoka)
Krsna, always following under the guidance of Sri Krsna. (33)

ramayanti priya-sakhah kelibhir vividhair ami

niyuddha-danda-yuddhadi-kautukair api kesavam (34)

The priya-sakhas greatly please Sri Krsna through various
types of playful pastimes and by different kinds of sports,
scuffles, brawls, wrestling and stick fights. (34)

1 The pitha-marda [is an assistant who] follows the nayaka’s orders even
though he is as qualified as the nayaka himself (Jaiva-dharma, Chapter
32).
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ete priya-sakhah santah krsna-prana-sama matah (35)

All the priya-sakhas are peaceful by nature, and they are Sri
Krsna’s life and soul. (35)

Sridama
$ridama $yamala-rucir anga-kantir manohara
pita-vastra-paridhano ratnamala-vibhisitah (36)

vayah sodasa-varsafica kisorah paramojjvalah
$ri-krsnasya priyatamo bahu-keli-rasakarah (37)

Sridama has an attractive blackish blue (Syama) bodily
complexion. He wears yellow clothes and is decorated with
jewelled necklaces. He is in his illustrious youth of sixteen
years. He is very dear to Sri Krsna and is an embodiment of
innumerable varieties of blissful pastimes. (36—37)

vrsabhanuh pita tasya mata ca kirttida sati
radhananga-mafijari ca kanistha bhagini bhavet (38)

Sridama’s father is Sri Vrsabhanu Maharaja and his mother,
who is extremely chaste, is Kirttida-devi. SriRadha and Ananga
Maifijari are his two younger sisters. (38)

Sudama

isad-gaurah sudama ca deha-kantir manohara
nila-vastra-paridhano ratnabharana-bhiisitah (39)

Sudama has a supremely attractive bodily lustre, which
is slightly fair. He wears blue garments and is decorated with
jewelled ornaments. (39)

pita ca matuko nama rocana janani bhavet
sukisora-vayo-vesah nana-keli-rasotkarah (40)
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Sudama’s father is Matuka and his mother is Rocana. He is
beautified by his handsome youth and attire, and he is a mine
of various blissful sports. (40)

The priya-narma-sakhas

subalarjuna-gandharva-vasantojjvala-kokilah
sanandana-vidagdhadyah priya-narma-sakha matah (41)

Subala, Arjuna, Gandharva, Vasanta, Ujjvala, Kokila,
Sanandana, Vidagdha and other sakhas are famous as priya-
narma-sakhas. (41)

tad-rahasyantu nasty eva yad-amisam na gocarah
madhumangala-puspanka-hasankadya vidasakah (42)

$riman sanandanas tatra sauhrdananda-sundarah
mirttiman eva rasarad ujjvalas ca mahojjvalah
vilasi-sekharo yasya vilasena vasi-krtah (43)

There are no confidential topics whatsoever about which
these priya-narma-sakhas do not know.

Of the priya-narma-sakhas, Madhumangala, Puspanka,
Hasanka and others are Sri Krsna’s vidisakas?. Sriman
Sanandana is drowned in the happiness of his affectionate
friendship with Sri Krsna. The priya-narma-sakha called
Ujjvala is as greatly effulgent (ujjvala) as Rasaraja (the king
of transcendental mellows) personified. Even Sri Krsna, who
is the crown jewel of all revellers of pastimes (vilasa), becomes
enchanted by his pastimes. (42—43)

2 The vidiisakas are fond of eating and quarrelling; they are experts
in flirtatious gestures and in clever speech; and they are talented in
dressing themselves up in a funny manner (Jaiva-dharma, Chapter 32).
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Subala

subalasya gaura-kantir nila-vastra-manoharah
nana-ratna-bhusitango nana-puspa-vibhiisitah (44)

sarddha-dvadasa-varsiyah kaisora-vayasojjvalah
sakhi-bhavam samasritya nana-seva-pariplutah (45)

dvayor milana-naipunyo madhuro bhava-bhavitah
nana-guna-sukhopetah krsna-priyatamo bhavet (46)

Subala is fair-complexioned. He is supremely enchanting
with his blue attire and his body decorated with various jewels
and flowers. He is in the blooming youth of twelve-and-a-half
years. He is immersed in serving Sri Krsna in various ways as
His friend. He is most expert in arranging meetings between
Sri Radha and Sri Krsna. He is absorbed in madhura-bhava
(amorous love)3 and is endowed by various good qualities,
which bring joy to Sri Krsna.

Subala is extremely dear to Sri Krsna due to all these

reasons. (44—46)

Arjuna

raktotpala-nibha kantir arjuno diptiman bhavet
vasane candra-kantis ca nanda-ratna-susobhitah (47)

Arjuna’s bodily complexion is exceedingly effulgent like
that of a red lotus and his clothes resemble moonlight. He is
beautified by various jewels. (47)

pita sudaksinas tasya bhadra ca janani bhavet
jyestho bhrata vasudama dvayoh prema-pariplutah (48)

3 Subala is assisting Sri Krsna in His intimate amorous pastimes with
Srimati Radhika.
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Arjuna’s father is Sudaksina and his mother is Bhadra. His
elder brother’s name is Vasudama. Both of them are immersed
in love for the Divine Couple. (48)

sarddhas caturdasa sama vayah kaisorakojjvalah
nana-puspa-bhiisitango vana-mala-vibhisitah (49)

Arjuna is supremely radiant in his youth of fourteen-and-a-
half years. He is decorated by various types of flower ornaments
and garlands made of forest flowers. (49)

Gandharva

nisakara-prabha-kantir gandharvo ritpavan bhavet
rakta-vastra-paridhano nanabharana-samyutah (50)

The highly attractive Gandharva has a bodily lustre which
resembles that of a moon. He wears red clothes and is decorated

by innumerable types of ornaments. (50)
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vayo dvadasa-varsafica kisora-vayasojjvalah
nana-puspa-bhiisitango gandharvas ca susobhitah (51)

Gandharva is twelve years old and in his blooming youth.
He is extremely radiant, being decorated with many kinds of
flower garlands. (51)

mata mitra susadhvi ca vinako janako mahan
$ri-krsnasya priyatamo nana-keli-kutithalah (52)

Gandharva’s mother Mitra is extremely chaste and his
father is the great soul Vinaka. Gandharva is most dear to Sri
Krsna and is famous for his various amazing pastimes. (52)

Vasanta

isad-gauranga-kantis ca vastram candra-samojjvalam
nana-mani-bhiisitango vasanta ujjvalo bhavet (53)

ekadasa-varsa-vaya nana-malya-vibhiisitah
mata ca Saradi sadhvi pingalo janako mahan (54)

Vasanta is slightly fair-complexioned and his attire is
as radiant as the moon. All his limbs are exceedingly bright
because he is decorated with many types of jewels and flower
garlands. He is eleven years old. His mother Saradi is very
chaste and his father is the great soul Pingala. (53-54)

Ujjvala

rakta-varna-prabha kantir ujjvalah paramojjvalah
taravali-samarm vastram mukta-puspa-virdajicah (55)

Ujjvala’s complexion is greatly bright like radiant red
colour and his clothes resemble rows of stars. He is beautified

by mukta flowers. (55)
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sagarakhyah pita tasya mata veni pati-vrata
trayodasa-varsa-vayah kisorah paramojjvalah (56)

Ujjvala’s father’s name is Sagara and his mother, who is

very chaste, is called Veni. Ujjvala is in his radiant youth of
thirteen years. (56)

Kokila

Subhra-kantih sulavanyah kokilah paramojjvalah
nila-vastra-paridhano nana-ratna-vibhiisitah (57)

The extremely radiant and charming Kokila has a bright
whitish bodily complexion. He wears blue clothes and is
ornamented by various types of jewels. (57)

varsaikadasakam masas catvaro yad-vayah-kramah
janakah puskaro nama medha mata yasasvini (58)

Kokila is eleven years and four months old. His father is
Puskara and his celebrated mother is Medha. (58)

Sanandana

isad gauranga-kantis ca Sobhitas ca sanandanah
nila-vastra-paridhano nanabharana-bhiisitah (59)

The exceedingly beautiful Sanandana has a slightly fair
bodily lustre. He wears blue clothes and is decorated by various
kinds of ornaments. (59)

sarddhas caturdasa sama vayo malya-virajitah
arunaksah pita tasya mata ca mallika bhavet (60)

Sanandana is fourteen-and-a-half years old. He wears a
garland around his neck. His father’s name is Arunaksa and his

mother’s is Mallika. (60)
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Vidagdha

rispam campaka-varnadhyam vidagdho diptiman bhavet
Sikhikantha-varna-vasa mukta-mala-vibhiisitah (61)

Vidagdha’s complexion is attractive and greatly effulgent
like that of the campaka flower, and he wears clothes that are
blackish blue like the throat of a peacock. He is decorated by
many types of pearl necklaces. (61)

caturdasa-varsa-pirnah kisorah paramojjvalah
pita ca matuko nama janani rocana bhavet (62)

sudama cagraja-bhrata bhagini susilapi ca
$ri-krsnasya priyatamo yugma-bhava-vibhavitah (63)

Vidagdha is fourteen years old and in the prime of his
youth. His father’s name is Matuka and his mother is Rocana.
The previously mentioned Sudama is his elder brother and his
sister is Susila. Vidagdha is exceedingly dear to Sri Krsna and
is always immersed in his love for the Divine Couple. (62—-63)

Madhumangala
isacchyamala-varno ’pi sri-madhumangalo bhavet
vasanam gaura-varnadhyam vana-mala-virajitah (64)

Madhumangala’s complexion is somewhat blackish blue
($syama). His clothes are of a golden colour and he is decorated
with garlands made of forest flowers. (64)

pita sandipanir devo mata ca sumukhi sati
nandimukhi ca bhagini paurnamasi pitamahi
vidisakah krsna-sakhah $ri-madhumangalah sada (65)

Madhumangala’s father is Sri Sandipani Rsi and his chaste
mother’s name is Sumukhi. Nandimukhi is his sister and his
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paternal grandmother is Paurnamasi. Madhumangala, who also
belongs to the vidisakast, always accompanies Sri Krsna. (65)
Sri Balarama

Subhrah sphatika-varnadhyo balaramo mahabalah

nila-vastra-paridhano vana-mala-virajitcah (66)

Sri Balarama’s complexion is whitish like that of crystal or
camphor. His name is Balarama because He is extremely strong

4  Mentioned in connection with Verses 42—43, Laghu-bhaga.
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[bala means strength]. He wears blue garments and is decorated
with many kinds of garlands made of forest flowers. (66)

dirgha-kesah sulavanyas ciuda carur manohara
ratna-kundala-yugmaiica karna-yugme virajitam (67)

SriBalarama’s longand beautiful hair is extremely charming,

and He wears an enchanting topknot. Jewelled kundalas hang
from His ears. (67)

nana-puspa-maner harah kantha-dese susobhitah
keyiira-valayau yugmau bahu-yugme virajitau (68)

Garlands made of many kinds of flowers and jewelled
necklaces hang beautifully from Sri Balarama’s neck. Armlets
and bracelets decorate His arms. (68)

ratna-nitpura-yugmanca pada-yugme susobhitam
vasudevah pita tasya mata ca rohini bhavet (69)

Jewelled anklebells beautify Sri Balarama’s feet. His father
is Sri Vasudeva and His mother is Sri Rohint. (69)

nando mitram pitus tasya mata sadhvi yasomati
bhrata kaniyan sri-krsnah subhadra bhagini ca sa (70)

Sri Balarama’s father, Vasudeva, is the friend of the King of
Vraja, Nanda Maharaja, and His highly chaste mother Rohini is

Yasoda’s friend. Sri Krsna is His younger brother and Subhadra
is His sister. (70)

vayah sodasa-varsafica kisora-paramojjvalah
$ri-krsnasya priyatamo nana-keli-rasakarah (71)

Sri Balarama is radiant in His youth of sixteen years. He
is very dear to Sri Krsna and is a mine of various ecstatic
pastimes. (71)
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Servants (sevakah)

Servants called vita

kadara-bharati-bandha-gandhavedadayo vitah
vividhah sevakas tasya seva-saukhya-parayanah (72)

Sri Krsna has many different groups of servants, who all are
absorbed in pleasing Him through their service. Out of them,
Kadara, Bharati-bandha, Gandhaveda and other servants are

called vita®. (72)

Servants called ceta

ceta bhangura-bhrigara-sandhika-grahiladayah
raktakah patrakah patri madhukantho madhuvratah
salikas taliko mali mana-maladharadayah (73)

tad-venu-sriga-murali-yasthi-pasadi-dharinah
amisarm ghatakas cami dhatianam copaharakah (74)

Bhangura, Bhrigara, Sandhika, Grahila, Raktaka, Patraka,
Patri, Madhukantha, Madhuvrata, Salika, Talika, Mali, Mana,
Maladhara and others are cetas6. They carry Sri Krsna’s
possessions such as His venu?, horn, murali®, stick and the rope

used when milking cows. They present red ochre and other
minerals to Sri Krsna. (73-74)

5  Vitas are assistants talented in making dresses and other similar tasks;
they are cunning; they are skilled in conversation; and they are experts
in subjugating others and in other tasks (Jaiva-dharma, Chapter 32).

6 The cetas are assistants who can cleverly find out anything. They
perform secret tasks and are bold-minded.

7  The venu is a small flute that is nine inches long, is as wide as one’s
thumb, and has six holes.

8  The murali is a flute which is thirty-six inches long, has a mouthpiece
at the end, and has four holes on its body.
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Servants who prepare betel nuts (tambulikah)

prthukah parsva-gah keli-kalalapa-kalankurah
pallavo mangalah phullah komalah kapiladayah (75)

suvilasa-vilasakhya-rasala-rasasalinah
jambuladyas ca tambiila-pariskara-vicaksanah (76)

Pallava, Mangala, Phulla, Komala, Kapila, Suvilasa, Vilasa,
Rasala, Rasasali, Jambula and other servants are appointed in
preparing Sri Krsna’s tambila (betel nut). They are skilled
in preparing tambula by cleaning and wrapping it. They are
all younger than Sri Krsna and always stay close to Him.
They are in the initial stage of learning the art of reciting Sri
Krsna’s pastimes (lila-katha) and singing and playing musical
instruments. (75-76)

Servants who supply water (jala-sevakah)
payoda-varidadyas ca nira-samskara-karinah (77)
Payoda, Varida and other servants bring vessels filled with
water for Sri Krsna’s use. (77)
Servants who wash Sri Krsna’s clothes (vastra-sevakah)
vastropacari-nipunah saranga-bakuladayah (78)
Saranga, Bakula and other servants are skilled in taking
care of Sri Krsna’s clothes by washing and decorating them. (78)
Servants who decorate [Sri Krsna] (vesa-karinah)

premakando mahagandhah sairindhra-madhukandalah
makarandadayas cami sada srigara-karinah (79)

Premakanda, Mahagandha, Sairindhra, Madhukandala,
Makaranda and other servants decorate Sri Krsna. (79)
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Servants who prepare fragrant substances (gandhikah)

sumanah-kusumollasa-puspahasa-haradayah
gandhangaraga-malyadi-puspalankrti-karinah (80)

Sumana, Kusumollasa, Puspahasa, Hara and other servants
beautify Sri Krsna’s body with ointments such as aguru and
kunkuma. They decorate Sri Krsna with flower garlands and
also prepare flower ornaments. (80)

Servants who act as hairdressers (napitah)

napitah kesa-samskare mardane darpanarpane
daksah subandha-karpiira-sugandha-kusumadayah (81)

Subandha, Karpiira, Sugandha, Kusuma and other servants
are Sri Krsna’s hairdressers. They are vastly skilful in services
such as arranging His hair, massaging His body and offering
Him a mirror for looking. (81)

Servants who are engaged in various
other tasks (aparah)

kosadhikarinah svaccha-susila-pragunadayah
vimala komaladyas ca sthali-pithadi-dharakah (82)
Svaccha, Susila, Praguna and other servants are engaged in
taking care of the store-rooms and performing other services.

Vimala, Komala and other servants take care of Sri Krsna’s
plate, seat and other articles used at the time of eating. (82)

Maidservants (paricarikah)

dhanistha-candanakala-gunamala-ratiprabhah
taruninduprabha-sobha-rambhadyah paricarikah
grha-marjana-samskaralepa-ksiradi-kovidah (83)
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Dhanistha, Candanakala, Gunamala, Ratiprabha, Taruni,
Induprabha, Sobha, Rambha and others are Sri Krsna’s maid-
servants. They are all specifically expert in decorating the
house, cleaning, smearing cow dung and bringing milk. (83)

Maidservants appointed in many
different services (cetyah)

cetyah kurangi bhyngari sulamba lambikadayah (84)

Kurangi, Bhragari, Sulamba, Lambika and others are Sri
Krsna’s maidservants (cett). (84)

Spies (carah)

caturs§ carano dhiman pesaladyas carottamah
caranti gopa-gopisu nand-vesena ye sada (85)

Catura, Carana, Dhiman, Pesala and other servants are Sri
Krsna’s foremost spies. Always wearing many types of disguises,
they visit the gopas, gopis and others in order to secretly
accomplish Sri Krsna’s tasks. (85)

Messengers (dutah)

duta visarado tunga-vavaditka-manoramah
nitisaradayah kelau kalau gopi-kulesu ca (86)

Tunga, Vavadika, Manorama, Nitisara and other servants
are Sri Krsna's messengers. They are skilled in everything.
They are experts in arranging amorous pastimes between Sri
Krsna and the gopis and in pacifying loving quarrels. Their
names are appropriate: Tunga (the efficient one) is proficient
in accomplishing tasks, Vavadika (eloquent) is most clever in
speaking both appropriate and inappropriate words, Manorama
(charming) is capable of stealing anyone’s mind, and Nitisara
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(knowing the essence of virtuousness) knows what is essential
[in regards to the Divine Couple]. (86)

Sri Krsna’s Female Messengers
(sri-krsnasya duati-prakaranam)

paurnamasi vira vrnda vamsi nandimukhi tatha
vrndarika tatha mela muraladyas ca diatikah (87)

nana-sandhana-kusala tayor milana-karini
kudjadi-samskriyabhijia vrnda tasu variyast (88)

Paurnamasi, Vira, Vrnda, Vamsi, Nandimukhi, Vrndarika,
Mela, Murali and others are the female messengers of Sri
Krsna’s party. All of them are experts in making enquiries in
many different ways and in arranging meetings between Sri
Radha and Sri Krsna. They are also talented in decorating
forest bowers and other meeting places. Among them, Vrnda is
the most accomplished in all tasks. (87-88)

Paurnamasi

paurnamasya anga-kantis-tapta-kancana-sannibha
Sukla-vastra-paridhana bahu-ratna-vibhisita (89)

Paurnamast’s bodily complexion is effulgent like molten gold.
She wears white clothes and is amply decorated by jewels. (89)

pita suratadevas ca mata candrakala sati
prabalas tu patis tasya mahavidya yasaskari (90)

bhratapi devaprasthas ca vraje siddha-siromanih
nana-sandhana-kusala dvayoh sangama-karini (91)

The father of Paurnamasi is Suratadeva and her chaste
mother’s name is Candrakala. Paurnamast’s husband is Prabala
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and her brother is Devaprastha. She herself is supremely
learned, famous and the perfected crown jewel of all yoginis of
Vraja-mandala. Paurnamasi is skilled in making enquiries and in
arranging meetings between Sri Radha and Sri Krsna. (90-91)

Vira
vira nama vara diti khyatanya pujita vraje
vira pragalbha-vacana vrnda catikti-pesala (92)
Vira is another prominent female messenger. She is
worshipful and famous in Vraja-mandala. Vira is a fearless

speaker (pragalbha-vacana). Conversely, Vrnda® is most clever
in using sweet and charming words (catu-vacana). (92)

esa Syamala-kantis ca suklabha-vasanojjvala
nanda-ratna-puspa-mala-bhiisanair bhisitapi ca (93)

Vira’s complexion is blackish blue ($yamala) but seems
bright because she wears white clothes. She is decorated with
many kinds of flower garlands and jewelled ornaments. (93)

kavalah patir etasya mata ca mohini sati
tasyah pita visalo ’pi bhagini kavala bhavet (94)

Vira’s husband is Kavala. Her mother Mohini is a virtuous
wife. Vira’s father is Visala and her sister’s name is Kavala. (94)

jatilayah priyatama javatakhya-pura-sthita
nanda-sandhana-nipuna dvayor milana-cestita (95)

Vira, who lives in Javata, is very dear to Jatila. She is
most expert in making enquiries and is specifically devoted to
arrange meetings between Sri Radha and Sri Krsna. (95)

9  Although a separate description of Vrnda-devi will be given in Verses
96-98 (Laghu-bhaga), the quality of her nature is mentioned here in
connection with the description of Vira-devi’s nature.
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Vrnda (vrndaya visesah)

tapta-kafncana-varnabha vrnda kantir manohara
nila-vastra-paridhana mukta-puspa-virajita (96)

Vrnda’s bodily complexion is attractive like molten gold.
She wears blue garments and is decorated with pearls and

flowers. (96)

candrabhanuh pita tasyah phullara janani tatha
patir asya mahipalo madjari bhagini ca sa (97)

Vrnda’s father is Candrabhanu and her mother’s name is
Phullara. Her husband’s name is Mahipala and her sister is
Maijari. (97)

vrndavana-sada-vasa nana-keli-rasotsuka
ubhayor milanakanksi tayoh prema-paripluta (98)

Vrnda always resides in Vrndavana. She is eager to relish
many kinds of ecstatic pastimes as well as to arrange meetings
between Sri Radha and Sri Krsna. She is always immersed in

love for Them. (98)

Nandimukhi

nandimukhi gaura-varna patta-vastra-vidharini
sandipanih pita tasya mata ca sumukhi sati (99)

bhrata madhumangalo ’syah paurnamasi pitamahi
nana-ratna-bhusitangi kaisora-vayasojjvala (100)

Nandimukhi is fair-complexioned. She wears silk clothes.
Her father is Sandipani Muni and her chaste mother’s name
is Sumukhi. Her brother’s name is Madhumangala and her
paternal grandmother is Paurnamasi. Nandimukhi is decorated
with various jewels and is in the prime of youth. (99-100)
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nana-sandhana-kusala nana-silpa-vidhayini
dvayor milana-naipunya sada prema-yuta bhavet (101)

Nandimukhi is skilled in making enquiries about various
topics. She is talented in many kinds of fine arts and in
arranging meetings between Sri Radha and Sri Krsna. She is
always carried away by her love for both of Them. (101)

Ordinary Servants (sadharana-bhrtyah)

Sobhana-dipanadyas ca dipikadharino matah
sudhakara-sudhanada-sanandadya mrdanginah
kalavantas tu mahati-vadino guna-salinah (102)

Sobhana, Dipana and other servants take care of Sri Krsna’s
lanterns. Sudhakara, Sudhanada, Sananda and other servants
play mrdanga. They are all experts in singing, playing musical
instruments and the other sixty-four arts. Many good qualities

ornament them, and they are skilled in playing a specific kind
of vina called mahatil©. (102)

vicitrarava-madhuraravadyas tasya vandinah
narttakas candrahasenduhasa-candramukhadayah (103)

Vicitrarava, Madhurarava and other servants are Sri
Krsna’s panegyrists (vandis), and Candrahasa, Induhasa,
Candramukha and others are dancers. (103)

kalakanthah sukanthas ca sudhakanthadayo ’py ami
bharatah sarado vidyavilasa-sarasadayah
sarva-prabandha-nipuna rasajiias tala-dharinah (104)

10 There are many types of vinas. The gandharva Visvavasu plays a vina
called vrhati; gandharva Tumburu’s vina is called kanavati; Goddess
Sarasvati’s vina is named kacchapi; and Narada’s vina is called mahati.
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Kalakantha, Sukantha, Sudhakantha, Bharata, Sarada,

Vidyavilasa, Sarasa and other servants of Sri Krsna are experts
in composing literary works about all kinds of subjects. They
are conversant in rasa. They play rhythmical instruments to
give the tempo to the music [and dance]. (104)

kafcukadi-vinirmata rauciko nama saucikah
nirnejakas tu sumukho durlabho rafijanadayah
punyapuiijas tatha bhagyarasir ity asya haddipau (105)

A servant named Raucika, who is an expert tailor, sews
kurtas and other garments for Sri Krsna.

Sumukha, Durlabha, Rafijana and other servants are
engaged in washing His clothes.

The two servants Punyapufja and Bhagyarasi are sweep-
ers who clean Sri Krsna’s home and the surroundings of His

home. (105)

svarna-karavalankara-karau rangana-tankanau
kulalau manthani-parikarau pavana-karmathau (106)

The jewellers Rangana and Tankana make ornaments for
Sri Krsna. The potters named Pavana and Karmatha make
churning pots and earthen bowls, cups and other vessels. (106)

varddhaki varddhamanakhyah khatta-sakata-karakau
sucitras ca vicitras ca khyatau citra-karav ubhau (107)

The two servants Varddhaki and Varddhamana are
carpenters who make Sri Krsna’s bed, ox-cart and other such
things. Sucitra and Vicitra are artists who paint colourful
pictures for His pleasure. (107)

dama-manthana-kuthara-peti-sikyadikarinah
karavah kunda-kanthola-karanda-katuladayah (108)
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Kunda, Kanthola, Karanda, Katula and other servants are
craftsmen. They prepare items to be used in Sri Krsna’s service,
such as ropes, churning rods, axes, boxes and baskets made of
flat rope for carrying fruits and vegetables. (108)

mangala pingala ganga pisangi manikastani
hamsi vamsipriyetyadya naicikyas tasya supriyah (109)
Mangala, Pingala, Ganga, Pisangi, Manikastani, Harnsi,
Varnsipriya and other cows are most dear to Sri Krsna and are
known as the best of cows (naiciki). (109)
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padmagandha-pisangaksau bali-vardav atipriyau

surangakyah kurango ’sya dadhilobhabhidah kapih (110)

The two bulls Padmagandha and Pisangaksa are most dear
to Sri Krsna. His deer is called Suranga and His monkey’s name

is Dadhilobha. (110)

vyaghra-bhramarakau svanau rajahamsah kalasvanah
Sikhi tandavikabhikhyah sukau daksa-vicaksanau (111)

Sri Krsna also has two pet dogs, Vyaghra and Bhramaraka;
a swan named Kalasvana; a peacock called Tandavika; and two
male parrots named Daksa and Vicaksana. (111)

Description of pastime places (sthana-vivaranam)

vrndavanam mahodyanam sreyo nihsreyasad api
krida-girir yatharthakhyah sriman govarddhano matah (112)

nilamandapika-ghattah kandara manikandali (113a)

Sr1 Vrndavana is in all respects the most prominent of
the forests in Vraja-mandala, and is the most auspicious of
all auspicious places. Sriman Giriraja-Govardhana, a pastime
place within Vraja’s area, supplies the cows with water, tender
grass and other items; offers the gopas fruits, edible roots, water,
resting places and so forth; and provides the gopis secluded
forest bowers, caves and so on for their unimpeded enjoyment.
By this Giriraja-Govardhana increases their joy, and thus lives
up to his name Govardhana (go referring to cows, gopas and
gopis, and vardhana meaning ‘increasing’). By doing this, he is
also offering abundant assistance in Sri Krsna’s pastimes. Thus
it is fully appropriate to call him Krida-giri, ‘the pastime ground
Sri Giriraja-Govardhana’.
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There is a bathing-place (ghata) called Nilamandapika and
a cave called Manikandali at Sri Govardhana. (112-113a)

ghatto manasa-gangayah pararigo nama visrutah (113b)
suvilasatara nama tarir yatra virajate (114a)

Manasa-ganga’s bathing-place is widely known as Paranga-
ghata. A boat called Suvilasatara is splendidly situated
there. (113b-114a)

namna nandisvarah Sailo mandiram sphurad indiram (114b)

asthani-mandapah panduganda-saila-samojjvalah
amoda-varddhano nama paramamoda-vasitah (115)

Nandisvara Hill is Sri Krsna’s residence. The place is so
splendorous that it seems as if Laksmi-devi personally resides
there. On top of Nandisvara Hill is a large rock, which is whitish
with a tinge of pale yellow. The radiant, beautifully decorated
palace situated on this rock is Sri Krsna’s abode. Sri Krsna
maddens the hearts of everyone in Vraja — moving and non-
moving beings, insects and worms, animals and birds, rivers,
mountains, and gopas and gopis. Because He lives in this palace
together with Sri Nanda, Yasoda, Baladeva, Mother Rohini and
others, everyone calls it Amoda-varddhanal!l. (114b—115)

pavanakyam sarah krida-kufija-pufija-sphurat-tatam
kufija kama-mahatirtham mandaro mani-kuttimah (116)

Pavana-sarovara, which lies at the foot of Nandisvara Hill, is
SriKrsna’s own lake. Its banks are beautified by many charming
pastime groves. Sri Krsna’s grove is named Kama-mahatirtha,
and inside is a small, bejewelled room called Mandara. (116)

11  amoda = pleasure; varddhana = increase
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nyagrodha-rajo bhandirah kadambas tu kadamba-rat
ananga-ranga-bhiir nama lila-pulinam ucyate (117)

Sri Krsna’s famous banyan tree, well suited for pastimes,
is called Bhandira and His kadamba tree is called Kadamba-
raja. The bank of the river Yamuna, which is beautified with
pastime groves, is widely known as Anangaranga-bhtmi. (117)
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yamunaya maha-tirtham khela-tirtham tad ucyate
parama-presthaya sarddham sada yatra sa khelati (118)

The grove where Sri Krsna always performs sportive
pastimes (lila-vilasa) with His highly beloved Srimati Radha
is called Khela-tirtha, which is the most sacred abode at Sri
Yamuna. (118)

The items Sri Krsna uses
(sri-krsnasya vyavaharya-dravyani)

saradindus tu mukuro vyajanamm madhumarutam
lila-padmam sadasmeram gendukas citrakorakah (119)

SriKrsna’s mirror is called Saradindu and His palm-leaf fan
is named Madhumaruta. His pastime lotus is called Sadasmera

and His ball is called Citrakoraka. (119)

$ifjini mafjulasarah mani-bandhatani-yugam
vilasa-karmanam nama karmukam svarna-citritam (120)

Sri Krsna’s golden bow is called Vilasa-karmana and the
bowstring is called Mafjulasara. The bowstring is tied to jewels

at each end of the bow. (120)

divya-ratna-sphuran-mustis tustida nama karttari
mandraghoso visano 'sya vamsi bhuvana-mohini (121)

SriKrsna’s small knife is called Tustida. Its handle is studded

by wonderful jewels and therefore looks very beautiful. The
name of His horn [used as a bugling instrument] is Mandraghosa,
and His flute (vamsi) is named Bhuvana-mohini. (121)

radha-hrn-mina-badisi mahanandabhidhapi ca
sad-randhra-bandhura venuh khyata madana-jhankrtih (122)
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This varmst makes Sri Krsna’s heart excessively glad by
catching the fish of Sri Radha’s mind by its hook. It is therefore
also known as Mahananda. Krsna’s venu has six holes and is
widely known by the name Madana-jhankrti. (122)

kakali-mukita-pika murali saralabhidha
gaudi ca gurjari ceti ragav atyanta-vallabhau (123)

Sri Krsna’s murali is named Sarala and creates sweet sounds
like that of the kokila bird. Sri Krsna’s favourite ragas are gaudi
and gurjari. (123)

japyah sadhyankitah presthabhidhanam manur adbhutah (124a)

The wonderful mantra that Sri Krsna chants in order to
achieve His desired goal is the name of His beloved, Srimati

Radha. (124a)

dandas tu mandano nama vina nama tarangini
pasau pasu-vasikarau dohany amrtadohani (124b)

The name of Sri Krsna’s staff is Mandana and His vind is called
Tarangini. The two ropes He uses when milking cows are called
Pasu-vasikara. His milking pot is called Amrtadohani. (124b)

Sri Krsna’s ornaments (bhusanani)
ambarpita maharaksa nava-ratnankita bhuje (125)

On Sri Krsna’s two arms Mother Yasoda has tied amulets for
protection, which are inlaid with nine priceless jewels!2. (125)

12 The nine jewels (nava-ratna) are: (1) manikya (ruby), (2) mukta (pearl),
(3) vidruma (coral), (4) marakata (emerald), (5) padmaraga [pusparagal
(yellow sapphire, topaz), (6) vajra (diamond), (7) nila (blue sapphire),
(8) gomeda [see footnote to Brhad-bhaga, Verse 141] and (9) vaidiirya
(cat’s eye).
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angade rangadabhikhye cankane nama kankane
mudra ratnamukhi pitar vaso nigama-sobhanam (126)

Sri Krsna’s armlets are called Rangada. His bangles are
called Cankana; His signet ring is called Ratnamukhi and
His yellow cloth is named Nigama-$obhana, which means ‘the
increaser of the Srutis’13 beauty’. (126)

kinkini kalajhankara madijirau hamsagafijanau

Sri Krsna’s waist belt is called Kalajhankara and His ankle

bells are named Hamsagafijana. Their sweet tinkling steals the
deer-eyed gopis’ hearts, which are as restless as deer. (127)

haras taravali nama manimala taditprabha

ruddha-radha-pratikrtir nisko hrdaya-modanah (128)

Sri Krsna's necklace is named Taravali, His jewelled beads
are called Taditprabha, and the medallion on His chest is named
Hrdaya-modana, in which there is a picture of Sri Radha. (128)

kaustubhakhyo manir yena pravisya hradam auragam
kaliya-preyasi-vrnda-hastair atmopaharitah (129)

Sri Krsna’s jewel is called Kaustubha. When Sri Krsna
entered Kaliya-hrada, the wives of the snake offered this jewel
to Him with their own hands. (129)

kundale makarakare ratir agadhi-daivate
kiritam ratna-parakhyam ciida camara-damari (130)

Sr1 Krsna's two makara-shaped!4 earrings (kundalas) are
widely known by the name Ratir-agadhi-daivata. His crown’s

13 ‘That which is heard’; the body of literature that applies to the original
four Vedas and the Upanisads.
14  See footnote to Brhad-bhaga, Verse 148.
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name is Ratnapara, and the decoration on the crown is called

Camara-damari. (130)

nava-ratna-vidambakhyam sikhandam mukutam viduh
ragavalli tu gudijali tilakam drstimohanam (131)

The peacock feather crown on Sri Krsna’s head is called
Nava-ratna-vidamba. His gufija-necklace is named Ragavalli
and His tilaka’s name is Drstimohana. (131)

patra-puspamayi mala vanamala padavadhih
vaijayanti tu kusumaih pafica-varnair vinirmita (132)

The garland made of many different types of leaves and
flowers, hanging down to Sri Krsna’s lotus feet, is called
Vanamal3, and a garland made of five different coloured flowers
is named Vaijayanti-mala. (132)

janmanalankrta punya krsna bhadrastami nisa
preyasya saha rohinya sasi yasyam udeyivan (133)

Sri Krsna appeared in the night of the eight day (astami) of
the waning moon in the month of Bhadra. This night manifests
its glory in this world being decorated by Sri Krsna’s birth.
During this night the moon rises along with his beloved, the
constellation called Rohinil®. (133)

Sri Krsna’s Beloveds (sri-krsnasya preyasyah)

atha tasyanukirttyante preyasyah paramadbhutah
ramadibhyo ’py uru-prema-saubhagya-bhara-bhiisitah (134)

15 The Rohini constellation is considered to be shaped like a chariot and
consists of five stars. According to the Puranas, she is the daughter of
Daksa and the wife of the moon.
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Now Sri Krsna’s wonderful beloveds are eulogised. They
are decorated with the fortune of excessive prema, which is
even greater than that of Laksmi and others. (134)

Srimati Radharani’s charming beauty (sri-radha)

abhira-subhruvam srestha radha vrndavanesvari
asyah sakhyas ca lalita-visakhadyah suvisrutah (135)

Among the gopis of Vraja, Vrndavanesvari Sri Radha is
the foremost. Lalita, Visakha and others are renowned as St
Radha’s principal sakhis. (135)
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candravali ca padma ca syama saibya ca bhadrika
tara vicitra gopali palika candrasalika (136)

mangala vimala lila taralaksi manorama
kandarpa-maijart mafijubhasini khafijaneksana (137)
kumuda kairavi $ari saradaksi visarada

Sankari kunkuma krsna sarangindravali siva (138)
taravali gunavati sumukhi keli-mafjari

haravali cakoraksi bharati kamaladayah (139)

Candravali, Padma, Syﬁmﬁ, Saibyﬁ, Bhadrika, Tara, Vicitra,
Gopali, Palika, Candrasalika, Mangala, Vimala, Lila, Taralakst,
Manorama, Kandarpa Mafijari, Mafjubhasini, Khafijaneksana,
Kumuda, Kairavi, Sari, Sﬁradﬁksi, Visarada, Sankari, Kunkuma,
Krsna, ééraﬁgi, Indravali, Siva, Taravali, Gunavati, Sumukhi,
Keli Mafjari, Haravali, Cakoraksi, Bharati, Kamala and other
gopis are Sri Krsna’s beloveds. (136-139)

asam yiithani satasah khyatany abhira-subhruvam
laksa-sankhyas tu kathita yiithe yiithe varanganah (140)

These beautiful gopis have hundreds of groups (yithas).
The number of the prominent gopis divided into these groups
is also vast. (140)

mukhyah syus tesu yiithesu kantah sarva-gunottamah
radha candravali bhadra syamala palikadayah (141)

Out of all the gopis in these groups, Radha, Candravalj,
Bhadra, Syamala, Palika and others are Sri Krsna’s pre-eminent
beloveds due to their incomparably good qualities. (141)

tatrapi sarvatha sresthe radha-candravality ubhe
yithayos tu tayoh santi koti-sankhya mrgi-drsah (142)

105



#~Sri Radha-krsna-ganoddesa-dipika

Again among these gopis, Sri Radha and Sri Candravali are
the two most prominent. Both of them have vast numbers of
deer-eyed Vraja-damsels in their respective yiithas. (142)

tayor apy ubhayor madhye sarva-madhuryato ’dhika
radhika visrutim yata yad-gandharvakhyaya srutau (143)

Of these two, Sri Radha is well known as the most
prominent beloved of Sri Krsna. She is the pinnacle of all sweet
transcendental qualities. The Srutis call Her Gandharva. (143)

asamanorddha-madhurya-dhuryo gopendra-nandanah

yasyah prana-pararddhanam pararddhad api vallabhah (144)

Gopendra-nandana (the son of the King of the cowherds)
Sri Krsna, whom no one can equal nor excel in sweetness
(madhurya), is Sri Radha’s beloved. Sri Krsna is so much dearer
to Srimati Radha than Her own life, that it can be compared to
the amount one gets when multiplying the number pararddha
[one half of Brahma’s life span]'6 with itself.

The significance here is that Sri Radha’s love for Sri Krsna
is unlimited times more than even the sum resulting from multi-
plying unlimited pararddha with unlimited pararddha. In other
words, no one can imagine how much She loves Him. (144)

16 According to Vedic mathematical calculations, one multiplied by
ten makes ten, ten multiplied by ten makes one hundred (sata), one
hundred multiplied by ten makes a thousand (sahasra), one thousand
multiplied by ten makes ten thousand (ayuta), ten thousand multiplied
by ten makes one hundred thousand (laksa), one hundred thousand
multiplied by ten makes niyuta, niyta multiplied by ten makes koti, koti
multiplied by ten makes arbuda, arbuda multiplied by ten makes vrnda,
vrnda multiplied by ten makes kharva, kharva multiplied by ten makes
nikharva, nikharva multiplied by ten makes sankha, sankha multiplied
by ten makes padma, padma multiplied by ten makes sagara, sagara
multiplied by ten makes antya, antya multiplied by ten makes madhya
and madhya multiplied by ten makes pararddha (two pararddhas is the
life span of Lord Brahma of 311 trillion 40 billion years).
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$ri-radha-rapa-lavanyam visesat parikirttyate
nana-vaidagdhi-naipunya sudharnava-svariipini (145)

Now Sri Radha’s exquisite beauty will be glorified in detail.
She is most skilful in arts of various kinds, and She is the
personification of an ocean of nectar. (145)

nava-gorocand-bhatir druta-hema-sama-prabha
kimva sthira vidyud iva ripati-paramojjvala (146)

Sri Radha’s supremely radiant fair complexion resembles
fresh gorocana, molten gold or stationary lightning. (146)

vicitram nila-vasanam tasyas ca pariSobhitam
nana-mukta-bhisitangi nana-puspa-virdjita (147)

Sri Radha is attired in beautiful blue clothes. She is
decorated by various kinds of pearls and flowers. (147)

dirgha-kest sulavanya-mukta-mala-susobhita
puspa-mala-suvinyasa suveni paramojjvala (148)

Sri Radha’s body is full of loveliness (lavanyal?) and
decorated with pearl necklaces. Her hair is long and Her
wonderful braid is decorated by beautifully strung flower

garlands. (148)

subhalah paramoddiptah sindiira-paribhiisitah
nana-citralaka bhanti citra-patra-susobhitah (149)

Sri Radha’s enchanting forehead is radiantly decorated by
a dot of vermillion. The beautiful locks of hair swaying on Her
cheeks together with Her astonishing mark of tilaka cross the
pinnacle of all beauty. (149)

17 Lustre emanating from bodily limbs, that resembles the splendour that
glows from within a pearl (Jaiva-dharma, Chapter 35).

107



&~ Sri Radha-krsna-ganoddesa-dipika

bahu-yugmam sulavanyam nila-kankana-sobhitam
ananga-danda-lavanya-mohini parama bhavet (150)

Even Cupid, who has two very charming arms, is bewildered
by Sri Radha’s lovely arms, which are beautified by bracelets
made of blue jewels. (150)

nayanotpala-yugmadca akarna-parisobhitam
kajjalojjvala-diptis ca trailokya-jayini para (151)

Sri Radha’s wide lotus eyes, which extend to Her ears, are
beautified with the radiant glow of collyrium. It appears as if
the unique beauty of Sri Radha’s lotus eyes has conquered all
the beauty in the three worlds. (151)

nasika tila-puspabha mukta-vesara-sobhita
nana sugandha-yukta sa para diptimati bhavet (152)

Sri Radhika’s nose is attractive like a sesame flower and is
decorated with a pearl. Sri Radha, who is scented with various
fragrances, is supremely beautiful. (152)

ratna-tadanka-yugmaiica nana-citra-vinirmitam
osthadharah sudharamyo raktotpala-vinirjitah (153)

Sri Radha’s jewelled earrings (tadanka) are made with
various artistic styles. Her lips are even more pleasing than
nectar and their reddish colour defeats the beauty of the red

lotus. (153)

mukta-mala danta-parnkti rasana-parisobhita
mukha-padman sulavanyam koti-candra-prabhakaram
bimbavac ca sudharamya-prema-hasya-yutarm bhavet (154)

Sr1 Radha’s rows of teeth, which are beautified by Her
graceful tongue, are radiant like lines of pearls. Her charming
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lotus face is like a mine of the beauty of millions of moons, and
it is endowed with a loving smile as sweet as nectar. (154)

cibukasya sulavanyam kandarpa-mohanam param
masi-binduh sulavanyo hemabje bhramari yatha (155)

Sri Radha’s charming chin bewilders even Cupid. The dot

of kajala on Her chin looks just like a black bee resting upon a
golden lotus. (155)

kantha-dese citra-rekha mukta-mala-vibhuisita
prstha-griva suramya ca parsve ’pi mohini bhavet (156)

Sri Radha’s neck is decorated with pearl necklaces and
marked with three lines which enhance the beauty of Her neck.
Her back and the nape of Her neck are beautiful and charming,
and the sides of Her body captivate the mind. (156)

vaksah-sthalam sulavanyam hema-kumbha-susobhitam
kaficulya-cchaditam tasya mukta-hara-virajitam (157)

Sri Radha’s most attractive chest is beautified by Her
golden breasts. It is covered by a blouse and decorated with a
pearl necklace. (157)

subahu-yugalam tasya lavanya-mohakari ca
ratnangade tayor madhye valaya-parisobhite (158)

The jewelled armlets upon Sri Radha’s beautiful, lovely and
enchanting arms are beautified with small, swaying rings. (158)

ratna-kankana-dipte ca ratna-guccha-virdjite
raktotpalam hasta-yugmam nakha-candra-sudiptakam (159)

Sri Radha’s wrists are beautified by jewelled bracelets and
bangles, as well as bracelets made of thirty-two pearl strings.
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Her hands, which look like reddish lotuses, shimmer in the
unprecedented radiance of Her moon-like nails. (159)

The marks on Sri Radha’s palms (kara-cihnani)

bhrigambhoja-sasikala-kundala-cchatra-yiapakah
Sankha-vrksa-kusumaka-camara-svastikadayah (160)

ete cihnah subha-kara nana-citra-virajitah
karangulyah sudiptas ca ratnanguriya-bhiisitah (161)

Sri Radha’s lotus hands are beautified by various kinds
of auspicious marks such as bumblebee, lotus flower, crescent
moon, earring, umbrella, victory column, conch shell, tree,
flower, camara and swastika. Her splendid fingers are decorated
with jewelled rings. (160-161)

udaram madhu-lavanyam nimna-nabhi-susobhitam
sudha-rasa-prapirnafica trailokya-mohanam param (162)

Sri Radha’s abdomen is sweeter than sweetness itself and
is beautified by a deep navel. Because it is full of nectar, it
enchants everyone in the three worlds. (162)

ksina-madhyam kati-tatam lavanya-bhara-bhanguram
vali-trayi-lata-baddha kinkini-jala-sobhitam (163)

Sri Radha’s hips get slender from the middle towards Her
attractive waist. Her waist has three auspicious, creeper-like
folds [above Her navel], and a laced belt, studded with small
bells, beautifies Her waist. (163)

wru dvau rama-rambheva manoja-citta-mohanau
janit dvau ca sulavanyau nana-keli-rasakarau (164)

Sri Radha’s attractive thighs, which resemble the trunks of
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banana trees, attract even the mind of Cupid. Her charming
knees are a mine of various amorous sports. (164)

$ri-pada-padma-yugmadica mani-niipura-bhiisicam
vanka-raja-sulavanya-padanguriya-sobhitam (165)

Sri Radha’s beautifully arched lotus feet are decorated
with jewel-studded ankle bells. The toes of Her divine feet are
beautified by rings. (165)

The marks on Sri Radha’s feet (carana-cihnani)

sankhendu-kufijara-yavair ankusosu-ratha-dhvajaih
tomara-svasti-matsyadi-subha-cihnau padav api (166)

Sri Radha’s lotus feet are marked by a conch shell, a moon,
an elephant, a barley corn, a goad, a chariot, a flag, a damaru
drum, a swastika, a fish and other auspicious marks. (166)

apaiicadasa-varsaiica vayah kaisorakojjvalam (167)

Sri Radha is in Her illustrious prime youth of fifteen

years. (167)
matr-koter api snigdha yatra gopendra-gehini (168a)

Srimati Yasoda-devi, the wife of the King of the cowherds,

has more parental affection for Sri Radha than unlimited
mothers could have. (168a)

vrsabhanuh pita tasya vrsabhanur ivojjvalah (168b)
ratnagarbha ksitau khyata kirttida janani bhavet (169a)

Sri Radha’s father, Vrsabhanu Maharaija, is the bhanu (sun)
situated in the sign of vrsa (Taurus); which means that he is as
radiant as the sun in one of the summer months. Sri Radha’s
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mother is Sri Kirttida-sundari. She is famous throughout the
world as Ratnagarbha. (168b-169a)
pitamaho mahibhanur indur matamaho matah (169b)

matamahi-pitamahyau mukhara-sukhade ubhe (170a)

Sri Radha’s paternal grandfather is named Mahibhanu
and her maternal grandfather is Indu. Her paternal grand-
mother’s name is Sukhada and Her maternal grandmother is

Mukhara. (169b—170a)
ratnabhanuh subhanus ca bhanus ca bhratarah pituh (170b)

Ratnabhanu, Subhanu and Bhanu are Sri Vrsabhanu
Maharaja’s brothers and thus Sri Radha’s paternal uncles. (170b)

bhadrakirttir mahakirttih kirtticandras ca matulah
matulyo menaka sasthi gauri dhatri ca dhataki (171)

Bhadrakirtti, Mahakirtti and Kirtticandra are Sri Radha’s
maternal uncles (matulah), and Menaka, Sasthi, Gauri, Dhatri
and Dhataki are Her maternal aunts (matula). (171)

svasa kirttimati matur-bhanumudra pitr-svasa
pitr-svasr-patih kaso matr-svasr-patih kusah (172)

Sri Radha’s mother’s sister is Kirttimati and her husband
is Kusa. Sri Radha’s father’s sister is Bhanumudra and her

husband is Kasa. (172)
sridama piirva-jo bhrata kanisthananga-madjari (173a)

Sri Radha’s elder brother is Sridama and Her younger sister
is Ananga Mafjari. (173a)

Svasuro vrka-gopas ca devaro durmadabhidhah (173b)
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Svasriis tu jatila khyata pati-manyo 'bhimanyukah
nananda kutila-namni sada-cchidra-vidhayini (174)

SriRadha’s father-in-law is Vrka Gopa!® and Her husband’s
younger brother is Durmada. Her mother-in-law is Jatila, and
Abhimanyu has the false conception of being Her husband.
Her sister-in-law Kutila is always looking for faults. (173b—174)

parama-prestha-sakhyas tu lalita savisakhika
sucitra campakalata rangadevi sudevika
tungavidyendulekhe te astau sarva-ganagrimah (175)

The eight parama-prestha-sakhis Lalita, Visakha, Sucitra
[Citra], Campakalata, Rangadevi, Sudevi, Tungavidya and Indu-
lekha are the most prominent among Sri Radha's sakhis. (175)

Sri Radha’s priya-sakhis (priya-sakhyah)

priya-sakhyah kurarngaksi mandali manikundala
malati candralatika madhavi madanalasa (176)

mafijumedha sasikala sumadhya madhureksana
kamala kamalatika gunaciida varangada (177)

madhuri candrika prema-mafjari tanumadhyama
kandarpa-sundari maijukesity adyas tu kotisah (178)

Kurangaksi, Mandali, Manikundala, Malati, Candralatika,
Madhavi, Madanalasa, Manjumedha, Sasikala, Sumadhya,
Madhureksana, Kamala, Kamalatika, Gunaciida, Varangada,
Madhuri, Candrika, Prema Mafjari, Tanumadhyama,
Kandarpa-sundari, Mafjukesi and others are Sri Radha’s
innumerable priya-sakhis. (176-178)

18 Another name of Gola mentioned in Verses 45 and 52 in Brhad-bhaga.
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Prana-sakhis, or jivita-sakhis (jivita-sakhyah)
ukta jivita-sakhyas tu lasika kelitkandalt

kadambari sasimukhi candrarekha priyamvada (179)

madonmada madhumati vasanti kalabhasini
ratnavali manimati karpiiralatikadayah (180)

Lasika, Kelikandali, Kadambari, Sasimukhi, Candrarekha,
Priyamvada, Madonmada, Madhumati, Vasanti, Kalabhasini,
Ratnavali, Manimati, Karpiralatika and others are Sri Radha’s
jivita-sakhis. (179-180)

Nitya-sakhis (nitya-sakhyah)

nitya-sakhyas tu kastiiri manojiia mani-mafjari
sinditra candanavati kaumudi madiradayah (181)

Kasttiri, Manojfia, Mani Mafijari, Sindiara, Candanavati,

Kaumudi, Madira and others are Sri Radha’s nitya-sakhis. (181)
Srimati Radhika’s maijaris (sri-radhaya manjaryah)
Sri-riipa-mafnijari raga-manjari rati-manjari
lavanga-mafjari guna-madjari rasa-mafjari (182)
vilasa-mafijari prema-mafjari mani-mafijari
suwvarna-maijari kama-majari ratna-madjari (183)
kastiri-mafijari gandha-majari netra-mafijari
$ri-padma-madjari lila-maiijart hema-majari
bhanumaty-anya-paryaya suprema rati-mafijari (184)
Sri Rapa Manjari, Raga Maifijari, Rati Maifijari, Lavanga
Mafijari, Guna Mafijari, Rasa Mafjari, Vilasa Mafjari, Prema

Maiijari, Mani Mafijari, Suvarna Maiijari, Kama Maifijari, Ratna
Mafijari, Kastiiri Mafijari, Gandha Manjari, Netra Mafjari, Sri
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Padma Mafijari, Lila Mafjari, Hema Mafjari and others are Sri
Radha’s madijaris.

Prema Mafjari [Suprema in Verse 184] and Rati Madjari
are both also known by the name Bhanumati. (182-184)

Sri Radha’s objects of worship (sri-radhaya upasyah)

upasvyo jagatam caksur bhagavan padma-bandhavah
japyah svabhista-samsargi krsna-nama mahamanuh
paurnamasi bhagavati sarva-saubhagya-varddhini (185)

The Sun-god, who gives light to the eyes of the inhabitants
of the world and who is the friend of the lotus, is Sri Radha’s
worshipful deity. The great mantra chanted by Her is the name

of Sri Krsna, which fulfils Her cherished desire. Bhagavati
Paurnamasi increases Her good fortune. (185)

Special description [of different services]
of some sakhis (sakhyadi-visesah)

lalitadya asta-sakhyo mafijaryas tad-ganas ca yah
sarva vrndavanesvaryah prayah sariipyam agatah (186)

The eight sakhis beginning with Lalita, the mafjaris and
all the members of their groups (ganas) share almost identical
forms (sariipya) with Sri Radha; they are endowed with a beauty
that resembles Vrndavanesvari Sri Radha’s beauty. (186)

kananadigatah sakhyo vinda-kundalatadayah
dhanistha gunamaladya ballavesvara-gehagah (187)

Vrnda, Kundalata and other sakhis traverse the forests
and gardens and assist in the pastimes taking place there.

Dhanistha, Gunamala and other sakhis live in the very palace
of Goparaja Nanda Maharaja. (187)
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kamada nama dhatreyi sakhi-bhava-visesa-bhak
ragalekha-kalakeli-manjuladyas tu dasikah (188)

Kamada3, the daughter of a wet nurse, has a special friendship
with Sri Radha. Ragalekha, Kalakeli, Mafijula and others are
Sri Radha’s maidservants. (188)

nandimukhi bindumatityadyah sandhi-vidhayikah
suhrt-paksataya khyatah syamala mangaladayah (189)

Nandimukhi, Bindumati and other sakhis remove the
jealous anger (mana) between Sri Radha and Sri Krsna and
arrange Their meeting. Syamala, Mangala and other sakhis
belong to the suhrt-paksa [the party of gopis favourable to Sri
Radhal. (189)

pratipaksataya khyatim gatas candravali-mukhah (190)

Candravali is the famous leader of Sri Radha's rival
group. (190)

kalavatyo rasollasa gunatunga smaroddhurah
gandharvas tu kalakanthi sukanthi pikakanthika
ya visakha-krta-gitir gayantyah sukha-da hareh (191)

Rasollasa, Gunatunga, Smaroddhura, Kalakanthi, Sukanthi
and Pikakanthi are experts in singing, playing musical instru-
ments and other similar arts. They are therefore Sri Radha’s
gandharva-sakhis — Her musicians. They especially please Sri
Krsna by singing songs composed by Sri Visakha. (191)

vadayantyas ca Susiram tatanaddha-ghanany api
maniki narmada premavati kusumapesalah (192)

Maniki, Narmada, Premavati and Kusumapesala please Sri
Krsna by playing on vamsi and other flutes, on vina and other
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string instruments, on dhola and other drum instruments, and
on karatalas and other cymbal instruments. (192)

Groups of Sri Radha’s sakhis

sakhyas ca nityasakhyas ca prana-sakhyas ca kascana
priya-sakhyas ca parama-prestha-sakhyah prakirttitah (193)

Sri Radha’s sakhis are divided into the famous groups of
sakhi, nitya-sakhi, prana-sakhi, priya-sakhi and parama-prestha-
sakhi. (193)

Sri Radha’s maidservants (sri-radha-bhrtyah)

divakirtti-taniije tu sugandha nalinity ubhe
mafjistha rangaragakhye rajakasya kisorike (194)

Sri Radha’s maidservants Sugandha and Nalini are
daughters of a barber, and Mafjistha and Rangaraga are a
washerman’s daughters. (194)

palindri nama sairindhri citrini citra-karini
mantriki tantriki namna daiva-jia daiva-tarini (195)
The maidservant who dresses and decorates Sri Radha is
called Palindri and the one who decorates Her is Citrini. The
two maidservants who keep Her informed about destined future

events [who are thus knowledgeable of the scripture delineating
astrology] are Mantriki and Tantriki. (195)

tatha katyayanityadya ditika vayasadhikah
ubhe bhagyavati-puiijapunye haddipa-kanyake (196)

Katyayani and other female messengers are older than Sri
Radha. The two maidservants Bhagyavati and Pufijapunya are
daughters of a sweeper. (196)
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bhrrigi malli matalli ca pulinda-kula-kanyakah
kecit krsna-ganas casyah parivarataya matah (197)

Bhrngi, Malli and Matalli are young Pulinda girls. Some of
them are considered to be in Sri Krsna’s party (krsna-paksa)
and some in Sri Radha’s (radha-paksa). (197)

gargi mukhya mahi-pajya cetyo bhrngarikadayah
subalojjvala-gandharva-madhumangala-raktakah
vijayadya rasaladya payodadya vitadayah (198)

Gargiand other prominent brahmanis; Bhrngarika and other
maidservants; Subala, Ujjvala, Gandharva, Madhumangala,
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Raktaka and other servants; Vijaya and others; Rasala and
others; Payoda and others; and the group of vitas and others are
Sri Radha’s servants and maidservants. (198)

asanna sarvada tungi pisangi kalakandala
maijula bindula sandha mrduladyas tu vahikah (199)

The maidservants Tungi, Pisangi, Kalakandala, Mafjulj,
Bindula, Sandha and Mrdula always remain by Sri Radha’s side
and carry Her possessions. (199)

samamsaminah sunada yamuna bahuladayah
pina vatsatari tungi kakkhati vrddha-markati
kurangi rangini khyata cakori caru-candrika (200)

Sri Radha’s cows are Sunada, Yamuna, Bahula and others.
They have offspring every year and give birth only to male
calves. Sri Radha’s dear female calf Tungi is quite strong and
well nourished, and Her old female monkey’s name is Kakkhati.
Her doe’s name is Rangini and Her female cakori bird is called

Caru-candrika. (200)
nija-kunda-cari tundikeri nama maralika

mayiiri tundika namna sarike siksmadhi-subhe (201)

Sri Radha’s female swan is called Tundikeri. She sports in
Sri Radha’s own pond, Sri Radha-kunda. Her peahen is called
Tundika and Her two female parrots are named Stuksmadhi
(‘refined intelligence’) and Subha. (201)

padyanindhani lalita-devya lalitani sva-nathayoh
pathantyau citraya vaca ye citri-kurutah sakhih (202)

These two female parrots recite the charming songs that
Sri Lalita-devi composes about the pastimes of her Mistress
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and Master, Sri Radha and Sri Krsna. The parrots utter the
wonderful poetry of the songs with exceedingly sweet voices and
thus awaken an astonishing rasa in the minds of the sakhis. (202)

Sri Radha’s ornaments (bhusanani)

tilakam smara-yantrakhyam haro hari-manoharah
rocanau ratna-tadankau ghrana-mukta prabhakari (203)

Sri Radha’s tilaka is named Smara-yantra, Her necklace is
Hari-manohara and Her jewelled earrings (tadanka) are called
Rocana. The pearl in Her nose is called Prabhakari. (203)

channa-krsna-praticchayam padakam madanabhidham
syamantakanya-paryayah sankhaciida-siromanih (204)

The pendant on Her chest, Madana, conceals a picture of
Sri Krsna within it. Another name of Srimati’s Syamantaka
jewel is Sankhactda-siromani. (204)

puspavantau ksipan kantya saubhagya-manir ucyate
katakas catakaravah keyire manikarbure (205)

A jewel called Saubhagyamani dangles on Sri Radha's
chest. By its radiance, it puts to shame even the combined
lustre of the sun and the moon as they rise together!®. The
golden anklets on Her feet are called Catakarava because their
jingling makes the sound ca-ta-ka. Her armlets are beautified
by various colourful jewels that are called Manikarbura. (205)

mudra namankita namna vipaksa-mada-mardini
kafici kaficana-citrangi niipure ratna-gopure

.....

19 This is called puspavanta.
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Sri Radha’s signet ring is called Vipaksa-mada-mardini.
Her waist belt is called Kafcana-citrangi and Her ankle
bells are named Ratna-gopura. Their jingling stuns even Sri

Madhustdana. (206)

vaso meghambaram nama kuruvinda-nibham tatha
adyam sva-priyam abhrabham raktam antyam hareh priyam (207)

Sri Radha wears two types of garments, whose names are
Meghambara and Kuruvinda-nibha. The former kind is of Her
favourite colour, blue like a cloud. The latter is red — Sri Krsna’s
favourite colour. (207)

sudhamsu-darpa-harano darpano mani-bandhavah (208)

Her mirror, which has studded jewels on all sides, is called
Sudhamsu-darpa-harana because it totally defeats [harana] even
the pride [darpa] of the moon [sudhamsu] by its beauty. (208)

Salaka narmada haimi svastida ratna-kankati
kandarpa-kuhali nama vatika puspa-bhisita (209)

Sri Radha’s golden hairpin is called Narmada, Her jewel-
studded comb is named Svastida and Her garden, which is
always beautified by flowers, is called Kandarpa-kuhali. (209)

svarna-yithi tadid-valli kundam khyatam sva-namatah
nipa-vedi-tate yasya rahasya-kathana-sthali (210)

The vine of golden jasmines (svarna-yiithi) growing in Her
garden is called Tadid-valli because it is as beautiful as lightning.
Her pond is known by Her own name — Sri Radha-kunda. On
the banks of Sri Radha-kunda, situated underneath a kadamba
tree, is a throne where Sri Radha and Sri Krsna sit together and
engage in many varieties of secret conversations. (210)
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mallaras ca dhanasris ca ragau hrdaya-modanau
chalikyam dayitam nrtyam vallabha rudra-vallaki (211)

The two ragas mallara and dhanasri attract Her mind.
Her favourite dance is chalikya, and Her favourite musical
instrument is the vina called Rudra-vallaki. (211)

janmana slaghyatam nita sukla bhadrapadastami
kanta sodasabhi reme yatrali-nilaye Sasi (212)

The occasion of Sri Radha’s birth is the eight day [astami]
of the waxing moon in the month of Bhadra. This astami is
known throughout the world as Sri Radhastami, and during this
occasion Candra-deva (the Moon-god) sports together with his
sixteen wives (the sixteen aspects of the moon [full moon]).
Although on astami eigth aspects of the moon naturally shine,
the Moon-god, by the Lord’s yogamaya potency, manifested
sixteen aspects on the night of Sri Radhastami. (212)

ity etat parivaranam s$ri-vrndavana-nathayoh
asankhyanam ganayitum din-matram iha darsitam (213)

Although the Mistress and Master of Vrndavana, Sri
Radha and Sri Krsna, have innumerable dear associates, they
are here described only to give the reader an idea of their vast

number. (213)

$ri-radha-krsna-ganoddesa-dipikayam
laghu-bhagah sampiirnah

) Thus ends the bhavanuvada of
Sri Radha-krsna-ganoddesa-dipika’s Laghu-bhaga.
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[Verse numbers with “B” indicate verses from Brhad-bhaga
and with “L” from Laghu-bhagal

A

Abhimanyu - L 174 - Sri Radha’s illusory husband, i.e. the person
who is falsely identifying himself as Sri Radha’s husband

Abhinanda - B 33, B 35 - Sri Nanda’s elder brother

Aindavi - B 29 - Sri Yasoda’s dear friend

Akunthita — B 206, B 213 — a sakhi insistent upon arranging loving
quarrels

Ambika - B 64, L 26 - Sri Krsna’s wet nurse

Amoda-varddhana - L 115 - Sri Krsna’s palace on top of
Nandisvara Hill

Amrtadohani — L 124b — Sri Krsna’s milking pot

Amsumana - L 31-32 - Sri Krsna’s priya-sakha

Anaka Dundubhi - B 26 - another name for Vasudeva

Anandi - L 22 - Sri Krsna’s suhrt-sakha

Ananga Mafjari - B 98, B 121-2, L 38, L 173a - a vara sakhi; Sri
Radha and Sridama’s younger sister

Anangaranga-bhumi — L 117 - the river Yamuna’s bank

Angada - B 61 - a gopi like Sri Krsna’s mother

Adijand - B 63 - a gopi like Sri Krsna’s mother

Antakela — B 53 - a gopa like Sri Krsna’s maternal grandfather

Anuradha - B 81 - another name of Sri Lalita

Arama - B 87 — Campakalata’s father

Arjuna - L 41, L 47-49 - Sri Krsna’s priya-narma-sakha

Arkamitra — B 99 — another name of Vrsabhanu Maharaja

Arundksa — L 60 — Sanandana’s father

Atulya — B 38 — Nandana’s wife

B

Bahula - L 200 - Sri Radha’s cow
Bakula - L 78 - Sri Krsna’s servant; takes care of His clothes
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Balaka - B 45a — Carumukha’s wife

Balarama (Baladeva) - B 32, L 20, L 25, L 66-71, L 115 - Sri
Krsna’s elder brother

Balisa - B 91 - Tungavidya’s husband

Bela - B 93 - Indulekha’s mother

Bhadra - L 48 = Arjuna’s mother

Bhadra - L 141 - Sri Krsna’s pre-eminent beloved

Bhadrakirtti - L 171 - Sri Radha’s maternal uncle

Bhadranga - L 23-25 - a suhrt-sakha older than Sri Krsna

Bhadrasena - L 31-33 - Sri Krsna’s priya-sakha

Bhadravarddhana - L 23-25 - a suhrt-sakha older than Sri Krsna

Bhadrika - L 136 - Sri Krsna’s beloved

Bhaguri - B 67, B 104 - Sri Krsna’s purohita

Bhagyarasi - L 105 - Sri Krsna’s ordinary servant; a sweeper

Bhagyavati - L 196 - Sri Radha’s maidservant; daughter of a
sweeper

Bhairava = B 82, B 95b - Lalita-devi’s husband; Govardhana
Gopa’s friend

Bhandira - L 117 - Sri Krsna’s banyan tree

Bhangi - B 54 - an elderly gopi like Sri Krsna’s paternal
grandmother

Bhangura - L 73-74 - Sri Krsna’s ceta-servant

Bhangura - B 54 - an elderly gopi like Sri Krsna's paternal
grandmother

Bhanu - L 170b - Sri Radha’s paternal uncle

Bhanumati - L 184 - another name of Sri Rati Maiijari and of
Prema Mafijari [L 182]

Bhanumudra - L 172 - Sri Radha’s father’s sister

Bharasakha - B 54 - an elderly gopi like Sri Krsna’s paternal
grandmother

Bharata - L 104 - Sri Krsna’s ordinary servant; expert in
composing literary works

Bharati - L 139 - Sri Krsna’s beloved

Bharati-bandha - L 72 - Sri Krsna’s vita-servant

Bhargavt - B 68 - an elderly brahmani, venerable in Vraja

Bharunda - B 55 - an elderly gopt like Sri Krsna’s maternal
grandmother

126



B—C] Index

Bharuni - B 54 - an elderly gopi like Sri Krsna’s paternal
grandmother

Bhata - L 23-25 - a suhrt-sakha older than Sri Krsna

Bhela - B55 - an elderly gopilike SriKrsna’s maternal grandmother

Bhogini - B 62 - a gopi like Sri Krsna’s mother

Bhramaraka - L 111 - Sri Krsna’s pet dog

Bhriiga - B 57 - a gopa like Sri Krsna’s father

Bhrigara - L 73-74 - Sri Krsna’s ceta-servant

Bhrigari - L 84 - Sri Krsna's ceti-maidservant

Bhrigarika - L 198 - Sri Radha’s maidservant

Bhrigt — L 197 - a Pulinda girl

Bhuvana-mohini - L 121 - Sri Krsna’s vamsi; also named
Mahananda

Bimbini - B 62 - a gopi like Sri Krsna’s mother

Bindula - L 199 - Sri Radha’s maidservant; carries Her possessions

Bindumati - L 189 - a sakhi who arranges meetings between Sri

Radha and Sri Krsna
C
Cakkini - B 56 - an elderly gopi like Sri Krsna’s maternal
grandmother

Cakoraksi - L 139 - Sri Krsna’s beloved

Cakranga - B 58 - a gopa like Sri Krsna’s father

Camara-damari - L 130 - the decoration on Sri Krsna’s crown

Campakalata — B 79, B 86-87, B 95a, B 172-6, B 244, L 175 - the
third of Sri Radha’s eight principal sakhis

Candaksa — B 87 — Campakalata’s husband

Candana - L 30 - a sakha younger than Sri Krsna

Candanakala - L 83 - Sri Krsna’s maidservant

Candanavati - L 181 - Sri Radha’s nitya-sakhi

Candrabhanu - L 97 - Vrnda’s father

Candrahasa - L 103 - Sri Krsna’s dancer

Candrakala — L 90 — Paurnamasi’s mother

Candralatika — B 244 - a sakhi serving under Campakalata

Candralatika - L 176 - Sri Radha’s priya-sakhi

Candramukha - L 103 - Sri Krsna’s dancer
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Candrarekha — B 170 - a sakhi serving under Visakha

Candrarekha - L 179 - Sri Radha’s prana-sakhi

Candrarekhika — B 243 - a sakhi serving under Visakha

Candrasalika — L 136 - Sri Krsna’s beloved

Candravali - L 136, L 141-2, L 190 - Sri Krsna’s beloved belonging
to Sri Radha’s rival-group

Candrika - B 244 - a sakhi serving under Campakalata

Candrika - B 250 - one of Sri Radha’s eight sakhis according to
the Sammohana Tantra

Candrika - L 178 - Sri Radha’s priya-sakhi

Cankana - L 126 - Sri Krsna’s bangles

Capala - B 243 - a sakhi serving under Visakha

Carana - L 85 - Sri Krsna’s foremost male spy

Carcika — B 89 - Citra’s mother

Cart = B 219-20, B 222a - a female messenger who zealously
arranges loving quarrels

Carucandi — B 206, B 211 - a sakhi insistent upon arranging loving
quarrels; Sitakhandi’s sister

Caru-candrika - L 200 - Sri Radha’s female cakori bird

Carukavara — B 249 - a sakhi serving under Sudevi

Carumukha - B 45a, B 51 — Sumukha’s younger brother

Catakarava - L 205 - Sri Radha’s golden anklets

Catu - B 41b, B 51 - the son of Sri Nanda’s uncle Rajanya

Catura - B 89 - Citra’s father

Catura - L 85 - Sri Krsna’s foremost male spy

Chalikya - L 211 - Sri Radha’s favourite dance

Citra - B 79, B 88-89, B 177-82, B 245, L 175 - the fourth of Sri
Radha’s eight principal sakhis

Citrakoraka - L 119 - Sri Krsna’s ball

Citrarekha — B 247 - a sakhi serving under Indulekha

Citrini - L 195 - a maidservant who decorates Sri Radha

Condika - B 56 - an elderly gopt like Sri Krsna’s maternal
grandmother

Cuda (Cuadavali) - B 219-20, B 224b - a female messenger who
zealously arranges loving quarrels

Cundart - B 219-20, B 225a - a female messenger who zealously
arranges loving quarrels
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Cundi - B 56 - an elderly gopi like Sri Krsna’s maternal
grandmother

D

Dadhilobha - L 110 - Sri Krsna’s monkey

Dadhisara - B 41b, B 49b—51 - Catu’s wife; Sri Krsna’s maternal
aunt; also named Yasodevi

Daksa - L 111 - Sri Krsna’s male parrot

Daksina - B 85 — Visakha’s mother

Dama - L 31-32 - Sri Krsna’s priya-sakha

Damani - B 56 - an elderly gopi like Sri Krsna’s maternal
grandmother

Damari - B 56 - an elderly gopi like Sri Krsna’s maternal
grandmother

Dandava - B 40b—41la — Upananda’s son

Dandi - B 58 - a gopa like Sri Krsna’s father

Dandi - L 22 - Sri Krsna’s paternal cousin

Danka - B 56 - an elderly gopi like Sri Krsna’s maternal
grandmother

Devaki - B 30-31 - Sri Vasudeva’s wife and Sri Yasoda’s dear
friend

Devaki - B 31 - another name of Sri Yasoda

Devaprastha — L 29-30 - a sakha younger than Sri Krsna

Devaprastha — L 91 — Paurnamasi’s brother

Dhamani-dhara - B 62 - a gopi like Sri Krsna’s mother

Dhanasri - L 211 - Sri Radha’s favourite raga

Dhanistha — B 242 - a sakhi serving under Lalita

Dhanistha - L 83, L 187 - Sri Krsna’s maidservant; lives in Nanda
Maharaja’s palace

Dhanyadhanya - B 115 - Sikhavatt’s father

Dhataki - L 171 - Sri Radha’s maternal aunt

Dhatri - L 171 - Sri Radha’s maternal aunt

Dhiman - L 85 - Sri Krsna’s foremost male spy

Dhurina - B 58 - a gopa like Sri Krsna’s father

Dhurva - B 58 - a gopa like Sri Krsna’s father

Dindima - B 56 - an elderly gopi like Sri Krsna’s maternal
grandmother
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Dipana - L 102 - Sri Krsna’s ordinary servant; takes care of His
lanterns

Divyasakti — L 24-25 - a suhrt-sakha older than Sri Krsna

Drstimohana - L 131 - Sri Krsna’s tilaka

Dumbi - B 56 - an elderly gopi like Sri Krsna’s maternal
grandmother

Durlabha - L 105 - Sri Krsna’s ordinary servant; washes His
clothes

Durmada - B 122, L 173b - Ananga Maifjari’s husband; Sri
Radha’s younger brother-in-law

Durvala = B 93 - Indulekha’s husband

G

Gandha Mafijari - L 184 - Sri Radha's mafijari

Gandharva - L 41, L 50-52, L 198 - Sri Krsna’s priya-narma-sakha

Gandharva - B 109, B 144, L 143 - a name of Sri Radha

Gandhaveda - L 72 - Sri Krsna’s vita-servant

Ganga - L 109 - Sri Krsna’s dear cow

Garga Muni — B 110 - a priest of the Yadu-dynasty

Gargi - B 67 - wife of one of Sri Krsna’s purohitas

Gargt - L 198 - Garga Muni’s daughter; a prominent brahmani

Garjara - B 116 - Sikhavatt’s husband; also known as Garuda

Garuda - B 116 - Sikhavatt’s husband; also known as Garjara

Gaudi - L 123 - Sri Krsna’s favourite raga

Gaurt (Sakht) - B 210 - another name of Sitakhandi

Gauri - B 250 - one of Sri Radha’s eight sakhis according to the
Sammohana Tantra

Gauri - L 171 - Sri Radha's maternal aunt

Gautami - B 67 - wife of one of Sri Krsna’s purohitas

Ghanta - B 55 - an elderly gopi like Sri Krsna’s maternal
grandmother

Gharghara - B 55 - an elderly gopi like Sri Krsna’s maternal
grandmother

Ghatika - B 57 - a gopa like Sri Krsna’s father

Ghobhata - L 23-25 - a suhrt-sakha older than Sri Krsna

Ghoni - B 55 - an elderly gopi like Sri Krsna’s maternal
grandmother
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Ghora - B 55 - an elderly gopi like Sri Krsna’s maternal
grandmother

Ghrni - B 57 - a gopa like Sri Krsna’s father

Gola - B 45b, B 47a, B 52a - Jatila’s husband; Sri Radha’s father-
in-law; also named Vrka Gopa

Gonda - B 53 - a gopa like Sri Krsna’s maternal grandfather

Gondika - B 219-20, B 225b - a female messenger who zealously
arranges loving quarrels

Gopali - L 136 - Sri Krsna’s beloved

Govardhana Gopa — B 82 - Bhairava’s friend

Grahila - L 73-74 - Sri Krsna’s ceta-servant

Gunacuda — B 246 - a sakhi serving under Tungavidya

Gunaciida - L 177 - Sri Radha’s priya-sakhi

Gunamala - L 83, L 187 - Sri Krsna’s maidservant; lives in Nanda
Maharaja’s palace

Guna Madijari - L 182 - Sri Radha’s mafijart

Gunatunga - L 191 - Sri Radha’s gandharva-sakhi

Gunavati - L 139 - Sri Krsna’s beloved

Gunavira — B 23a — Suverjana’s husband

Gurjart - L 123 - Sri Krsna’s favourite raga

H

Hamsagaiijana - L 127 - Sri Krsna’s ankle bells

Harinsi - L 109 - Sri Krsna’s dear cow

Hara - B 59 - a gopa like Sri Krsna’s father

Hara - L 80 - Sri Krsna’s servant; prepares fragrant substances
Harahira — B 249 - a sakhi serving under Sudevi

Harakanthi - B 249 - a sakhi serving under Sudevi

Haravali - L 139 - Sri Krsna’s beloved

Harikesa - B 59 - a gopa like Sri Krsna’s father
Hari-manohara - L 203 - Sri Radha’s necklace

Harint — B 243 - a sakhi serving under Visakha

Harita - B 59 - a gopa like Sri Krsna’s father

Hasanka - L 42 - Sri Krsna’s priya-narma-sakha; a vidiisaka
Havihsara - B 41b, B 49b—51 — Vatuka’s wife; Sri Krsna’s maternal

aunt; also named Yasasvini
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Hema Masijari — L 184 — Sri Radha’s maijari

Hingula - B 62 - a gopi like Sri Krsna’s mother

Hiranyangt — B 98, B 102-10 - a vara sakhi

Hrdaya-modana - L 128 - the medallion on Sri Krsna’s chest

1

Indira — B 248 - a sakhi serving under Rangadevi

Indravali - L 138 - Sri Krsna’s beloved

Indu - L 169b - Sri Radha’s maternal grandfather; Mukhara’s
husband

Induhasa - L 103 - Sri Krsna’s dancer

Induprabha - L 83 - Sri Krsna’s maidservant

Indulekha - B 79, B 92-93, B 188-93, B 247, L 175 - the sixth of
Sri Radha’s eight principal sakhis

]

Jambula - L 76 - Sri Krsna’s servant; prepares His tambiila
Jaradgava - B 110 - Hiranyangi’s husband

Jatila - B 47a, B 85,L 95, L 174 - Sri Radha’s mother-in-law
Jatila - B55 - an elderly gopilike SriKrsna’s maternal grandmother

K

Kadamba-raja - L 117 - Sri Krsna’s kadamba tree

Kadambari — L 179 - Sri Radha’s prana-sakhi

Kadara - B 114 - Ratnalekha’s husband

Kadara - L 72 - Sri Krsna’s vita-servant

Kairavi - L 138 - Sri Krsna’s beloved

Kakkhati - L 200 - Sri Radha’s old female monkey

Kalabhasini - L 180 - Sri Radha’s prana-sakhi

Kalahamst — B 242 - a sakhi serving under Lalita

Kalajhankara — L 127 - Sri Krsna’s waist belt

Kalakandala - L 199 - Sri Radha’s maidservant; carries Her
possessions

Kalakantha — L 104 — Sri Krsna’s ordinary servant; expert in com-
posing literary works

Kalakanthi — B 196, B 248 - a sakhi serving under Rangadevi
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Kalakantht — B 206, B 214 - a sakhi insistent upon arranging
loving quarrels

Kalakanthi - L 191 - Sri Radha’s gandharva-sakhi

Kalakeli - L 188 - Sri Radha’s maidservant

Kalarikura - B 58 - a gopa like Sri Krsna’s father

Kalankura - B 99 - Kalavatt's father

Kalapint — B 242 - a sakhi serving under Lalita

Kalasvana - L 111 - Sri Krsna's swan

Kalavati — B 97-100 - a vara sakhi

Kalavati - B 251 - one of Sri Radha’s eight sakhis mentioned in
another part of the Sammohana Tantra

Kalavinka - L 32 - Sri Krsna’s priya-sakha

Kalinda - L 30 - a sakha younger than Sri Krsna

Kalitippani — B 219-20, B 223a - a female messenger who zealously
arranges loving quarrels

Kallotta - B 53 - a gopa like Sri Krsna’s maternal grandfather

Kamada - L 188 - Sri Radha’s maidservant; the daughter of a wet
nurse; has a special friendship with Sri Radha

Kamala - B 248 - a sakhi serving under Rangadevi

Kamala - L 139 - Sri Krsna’s beloved

Kamala - L 177 - Sri Radha’s priya-sakhi

Kamalatika — B 248 - a sakhi serving under Rangadevi

Kamalatika - L 177 = Sri Radha’s priya-sakhi

Kamalini - B 119 - Phullakalika’s mother

Kama-mahatirtha - L 116 - Sri Krsna’s grove at Pavana-sarovara

Kama Madiijari - L 183 - Sri Radha’s maijari

Kamanagart — B 245 - a sakhi serving under Citra

Kamsa - L 25 - a demon inimical to Sri Krsna

Kamvala - B 58 - a gopa like Sri Krsna’s father

Kaficana-citrangi — L 206 — Sri Radha’s waist belt

Kandarpa-kuhali - L 209 - Sri Radha’s garden

Kandarpa Manjari — B 98, B 117-8 - a vara sakhi

Kandarpa Madijari - L 137 - Sri Krsna’s beloved

Kandarpa-sundart — B 248 - a sakhi serving under Rangadevi

Kandarpa-sundari — L 178 - Sri Radha’s priya-sakhi

Kandava — B 40b—41a - the son of Upananda
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Kanthola - L 108 - Sri Krsna’s servant; a craftsman

Kantida - B 226-30, B 232 - a female messenger who arranges
meetings [between Sri Radha and Sri Krsna]

Kapila - L 75-76 - Sri Krsna’s servant; prepares His tambiila

Kapila - B 62 - a gopi like Sri Krsna’s mother

Kapota — B 100 — Kalavati’s husband

Karala - B 55 - an elderly gopi like Sri Krsna’s maternal
grandmother

Karanda - B 53 - a gopa like Sri Krsna’s maternal grandfather

Karanda - L 108 - Sri Krsna’s servant; a craftsman

Karandhama - L 29-30 - a sakha younger than Sri Krsna

Karavalika - B 55 - an elderly gopi like Sri Krsna’s maternal
grandmother

Karmatha - L 106 - Sri Krsna’s potter

Karpiira - L 81 - Sri Krsna’s hairdresser

Karpuralatika - L 180 - Sri Radha’s prana-sakhi

Karuna - B 95b — Rangadevi and Sudevi’s mother

Kasa - L 172 - Bhanumudra’s husband

Kastiiri - L 181 - Sri Radha’s nitya-sakhi

Kastiiri Masijari — L 184 — Sri Radha'’s mafijari

Katula - L 108 - Sri Krsna’s servant; a craftsman

Katyayani - L 196 - a female messenger older than Sri Radha

Kaumudi - B 251 - one of Sri Radha’s eight sakhis mentioned in
another part of the Sammohana Tantra

Kaumudi - L 181 - Sri Radha’s nitya-sakhi

Kaustubha - L 10, L 129 - Sri Krsna’s jewel; offered to Him by the
wives of the Kaliya snake

Kavala - L 94 - Vira’s husband

Kavala — L 94 - Vira’s sister

Kavertmukha (Kaveri) — B 202, B 249 - a sakhi serving under
Sudevi

Kedara - B 58 - a gopa like Sri Krsna’s father

Kelikandali - L 179 - Sri Radha’s prana-sakhi

Keli Masjari - L 139 - Sri Krsna’s beloved

Kest = B 20 - the horse demon

Khafijaneksana - L 137 - Sri Krsna’s beloved
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Khela-tirtha — L 118 - a grove which is the most sacred abode at
Sri Yamuna

Kila - B 53 - a gopa like Sri Krsna’s maternal grandfather

Kilimba - B 64 - Sri Krsna’s wet nurse

Kinkini - L 31-32 - Sri Krsna’s priya-sakha

Kirtticandra — L 171 = Sri Radha’s maternal uncle

Kirttida - B 29 - Sri Yasoda’s dear friend

Kirttida - L 38, L 169a - Sri Radha’s mother; also known as
Ratnagarbha; Sridama and Ananga Mafijar?’s mother

Kirttimati - L 172 - Sri Radha’s mother’s sister

Kokila - L 41, L 57-58 - Sri Krsna’s priya-narma-sakha

Komala - L 82 - Sri Krsna’s servant; takes care of His plate, etc.

Komala - L 75-76 - Sri Krsna’s servant; prepares His tambiila

Kotara — B 219-20, B 222b - a female messenger who zealously
arranges loving quarrels

Krida-giri = L 112 = another name of Giriraja-Govardhana

Krpa - B 61 - a gopi like Sri Krsna’s mother

Krpita - B 53 - a gopa like Sri Krsna’s maternal grandfather

Krsna — mentioned throughout the book - the crest-jewel of
heroes described in this book

Krsna - L 138 - Sri Krsna’s beloved

Kubjika — B 68 - an elderly brahmani, venerable in Vraja

Kucart - B 222 - Carfi’s sister

Kulavira - L 24-25 ~ a suhrt-sakhas older than Sri Krsna

Kulika - L 30 - a sakha younger than Sri Krsna

Kumuda - L 138 - Sri Krsna’s beloved

Kunda - L 108 - Sri Krsna’s servant; a craftsman

Kunda - L 30 - a sakha younger than Sri Krsna

Kundala - L 22 - Sri Krsna’s paternal cousin

Kundalata - L 28, L 187 - the wife of Upananda’s son Subhadra

Kundalatika - B 115 - Sikhavati’s elder sister

Kuiijart - B 243 - a sakhi serving under Visakha

Kunkuma - L 138 - Sri Krsna’s beloved

Kurangakst — B 176, B 244 - a sakhi serving under Campakalata

Kurangaksi - L 176 — Sri Radha’s priya-sakhi

Kurangt — L 84 — Sri Krsna’s ceti-maidservant
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Kuruvinda - B 117 - Kandarpa Mafijari’s mother

Kurwvinda-nibha - L 207 - Sri Radha’s cloth; red colour

Kusa - L 172 - Kirttimati’s husband

Kusala - B 61 - a gopt like Sri Krsna’s mother

Kusuma - L 81 - Sri Krsna’s hairdresser

Kusumapesala — L 192 - a sakhi pleasing Sri Krsna with her music

Kusumapida - L 29-30 - a sakha younger than Sri Krsna

Kusumollasa - L 80 - Sri Krsna’s servant; prepares fragrant
substances

Kutera - B 52b - a gopa like Sri Krsna’s paternal grandfather

Kutharika - B 114 - Kadara’s mother

Kutila - L 174 - Sri Radha’s sister-in-law

Kuvalaya — B 37a — Sananda’s wife

L

Lalita - B 79-82, B 122, B 129-38, B 143—4, B 227-8, B 242, L 135,
L 175, L 186, L 202 - the first of Sri Radha’s eight principal
sakhis

Lalita - B 250 - one of Sri Radha’s eight sakhis according to the
Sammohana Tantra

Lambika - L 84 - Sri Krsna’s ceti-maidservant

Lasika - L 179 - Sri Radha’s prana-sakhi

Lavanga Maiijari - L 182 - Sri Radha's maiijari

Lila - L 137 - Sri Krsna’s beloved

Lila Maiijari - L 184 — Sri Radha's mafijart

Lilavati - B 250 - one of Sri Radha’s eight sakhis according to the
Sammohana Tantra

M

Madana - L 204 - the pendant on Sri Radha’s chest

Madana-jhankrti — L 122 - Sri Krsna's venu

Madandlasa — B 247 - a sakhi serving under Indulekha

Madanalasa — L 176 — Sri Radha’s priya-sakhi

Madhavi - B 170, B 243 - a sakhi serving under Visakha

Madhavi - B 250 - one of Sri Radha’s eight sakhis according to
the Sammohana Tantra
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Madhavi - B 251 - one of Sri Radha’s eight sakhis mentioned in
another part of the Sammohana Tantra

Madhavi - L 176 - Sri Radha’s priya-sakhi

Madhukandala - L 79 - Sri Krsna’s servant; decorates Him

Madhukantha — L 7374 — Sri Krsna’s ceta-servant

Madhumangala - L 42, L 64-65, L 100, L 198 - Sri Krsna’s priya-
narma-sakha; a vidiisaka; Nandimukht’s brother

Madhumaruta - L 119 - Sri Krsna’s palm-leaf fan

Madhumati - L 180 - Sri Radha’s prana-sakhi

Madhura - B 248 - a sakhi serving under Rangadevi

Madhurarava - L 103 - Sri Krsna’s panegyrist

Madhureksana — B 246 - a sakhi serving under Tungavidya

Madhureksana - L 177 = Sri Radha’s priya-sakhi

Madhuri - L 178 - Sri Radha’s priya-sakhi

Madhuspanda — B 246 — a sakhi serving under Tungavidya

Madhuvrata - L 73-74 - Sri Krsna’s ceta-servant

Madira - L 181 - Sri Radha’s nitya-sakhi

Madonmada - L 180 - Sri Radha’s prana-sakhi

Mahabhima - L 24-25 - a suhrt-sakha older than Sri Krsna

Mahagandha - L 79 - Sri Krsna’s servant; decorates Him

Mahaguna - L 23-25 - a suhrt-sakha older than Sri Krsna

Mahdhira — B 249 - a sakhi serving under Sudevi

Mahakavyda - B 66 - the wife of one of Sri Krsna’s family
brahmanas

Mahakirtti - L 171 - Sri Radha’s maternal uncle

Mahananda - L 122 - Sri Krsna’s vamsi; also named Bhuvana-
mohini

Mahanila - B 40a - the husband of Sri Krsna’s paternal aunt
Sananda

Mahavasu - B 103-5, B 110 - Stoka-krsna and Hiranyangt’s father

Mahayajva - B 67 - Sri Krsna’s purohita

Mahibhanu - L 169b - Sri Radha’s paternal grandfather

Mahipdla - L 97 - Vrnda’s husband

Makaranda - L 79 - Sri Krsna’s servant; decorates Him

Maladhara - L 73-74 - Sri Krsna’s ceta-servant

Malatt - B 170, B 243 - a sakhi serving under Visakha
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Malati - L 176 - Sri Radha’s priya-sakhi

Mali - L 73-74 - Sri Krsna’s ceta-servant

Malika - B 61 - a gopi like Sri Krsna’s mother

Malika - B 171 - a sakhi serving under Visakha

Malla - B 119 - Phullakalika’s father

Mallara - L 211 - Sri Radha’s favourite raga

Malli - L 197 - a Pulinda girl

Mallika - L 60 — Sanandana’s mother

Mana - L 73-74 - Sri Krsna’s ceta-servant

Mandala - L 22 - Sri Krsna’s paternal cousin

Mandali - B 244 - a sakhi serving under Campakalata

Mandali - L 176 - Sri Radha’s priya-sakhi

Mandalibhadra - L 23-25 - a suhrt-sakha older than Sri Krsna

Mandana - L 124b - Sri Krsna’s staff

Mandara - L 30 - a sakha younger than Sri Krsna

Mandara - L 29-30 - a sakha younger than Sri Krsna

Mandara - L 116 - a small, bejewelled room inside Kama-
mahatirtha

Mandraghosa - L 121 - Sri Krsna’s horn [used as a bugling
instrument]

Mangala - B 57 - a gopa like Sri Krsna’s father

Mangala - L 75-76 - Sri Krsna’s servant; prepares His tambiila

Mangala - L 109 - Sri Krsna’s dear cow

Mangala - L 137 - Sri Krsna’s beloved

Mangala - L 189 - a sakhi belonging to Sri Radha’s suhrt-paksa

Manibandha - L 29-30 - a sakha younger than Sri Krsna

Manikandali - L 113a - a cave at Govardhana

Manikarbura - L 205 - the jewels beautifying Sri Radha’s armlets

Manikastant - L 109 - Sri Krsna’s dear cow

Maniki - L 192 - a sakhi who is pleasing Sri Krsna with her music

Manikundala — B 244 - a sakhi serving under Campakalata

Manikundala - L 176 - Sri Radha’s priya-sakhi

Mani Mdiijari - L 181 - Sri Radha’s nitya-sakhi

Mani Mdiijari - L 183 - Sri Radha’s mafijari

Manimati - L 180 - Sri Radha’s prana-sakhi

Maiijart — L 97 = Vrnda’s sister
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Maidjistha - L 194 - Sri Radha’s maidservant; daughter of a
washerman

Madijubhasini - L 137 - Sri Krsna’s beloved

Maiijukesi — L 178 - Sri Radha’s priya-sakhi

Maijukesika — B 249 - a sakhi serving under Sudevi

Maiijula - L 188 - Sri Radha’s maidservant

Madijula - L 199 - Sri Radha’s maidservant; carries Her possessions

Madijulasara - L 120 - the string on Sri Krsna’s golden bow

Maijumedha - B 185b, B 246 - a sakhi serving under Tungavidya

Madijumedha - L 177 = Sri Radha’s priya-sakhi

Manohara — B 249 - a sakhi serving under Sudevi

Manojiia - L 181 - Sri Radha’s nitya-sakhi

Manorama - L 86 - Sri Krsna’s messenger

Manorama - L 137 - Sri Krsna’s beloved

Mantriki - L 195 - Sri Radha’s maidservant; knowledgeable in
astrology

Marunda - B 219-20, B 223b - a female messenger who zealously
arranges loving quarrels

Maskara - B 58 - a gopa like Sri Krsna’s father

Masrna - B 61 - a gopi like Sri Krsna’s mother

Matalli - L 197 - a Pulinda girl

Mathara - B 57 - a gopa like Sri Krsna’s father

Matuka - L 40, L 62 — Sudama and Vidagdha’s father

Mecika - B 206, B 216 - a sakhis insistent upon arranging loving
quarrels

Medha - B 91 - Tungavidya’s mother

Medha - L 58 - Kokila’s mother

Medura - B 61 - a gopi like Sri Krsna’s mother

Meghambara - L 207 - Sri Radha’s cloth, blue like a cloud

Mela - B 217-8, L 87-88 - a female messenger (diiti)

Menaka - L 171 - Sri Radha'’s maternal aunt

Mitra - B 62 - a gopi like Sri Krsna’s mother

Mitra - B 111-2 - Ratnalekha’s mother; Payonidhi’s wife

Mitra - L 52 = Gandharva’s mother

Modani - B 247 - a sakhi serving under Indulekha

Mohini — L 94 — Vira’s mother
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Morata - B 219-20, B 224a - a female messenger who zealously
arranges loving quarrels

Mrdula - L 199 - Sri Radha’s maidservant; carries Her possessions

Mukhara - B 44, B 84, L 170a - a friend of Sri Krsna’s maternal
grandmother; she breastfed Yasoda; Sri Radha’s maternal
grandmother

Mukhara - B 55 - an elderly gopt like Sri Krsna’s maternal
grandmother

Murali - B 217-8, L 87-88 - a female messenger (diit1)

N

Nagart — B 245 - a sakhi serving under Citra

Nagavenika — B 245 - a sakhi serving under Citra

Nalini - L 194 - Sri Radha’s maidservant; daughter of a barber

Nanda Maharaja - B 18-19, B 22-26, B 30-31, B 33, B 39, B 41b,
B 60, B 255, L 23-25, L 70, L 115, L 187 — Sri Krsna’s father;
the middle one of Parjanya’s sons; Vasudeva’s friend

Nanda - B 250 - one of Sri Radha’s eight sakhis according to the
Sammohana Tantra

Nandana - B 33, B 37b—38 — Nanda Maharaja’s younger brother

Nandi - L 22 - Sri Krsna’s suhrt-sakha

Nandimukhi - L 65, L 87-88, L 99-101, L 189 ~ Sri Krsna’s female
messenger; Madhumangala’s sister

Nandini - B 39—40a - Sri Krsna’s paternal aunt

Narmada - L 192 - a sakhi who is pleasing Sri Krsna with her
music

Narmada - L 209 - Sri Radha’s golden hairpin

Nava-ratna-vidamba — L 131 - Sri Krsna’s peacock feather crown

Netra Mafijari - L 184 - Sri Radha'’s maiijari

Nigama-sobhana - L 126 - Sri Krsna’s yellow cloth

Nilamandapika - L 113a - a ghata at Govardhana

Niti - B 62 - a gopi like Sri Krsna’s mother

Nitisara — L 86 - Sri Krsna’s messenger

o
Ojasvi — L 29-30 - a sakha younger than Sri Krsna
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P

Padma - L 136 - Sri Krsna’s beloved belonging to Candravali’s
group

Padmagandha - L 110 - Sri Krsna’s bull

Padma Madijari — L 184 — Sri Radha'’s mafijar

Paksati - B 63 - a gopi like Sri Krsna’s mother

Palika - L 136, L 141 - Sri Krsna’s beloved

Palindhika — B 191 - a sakhi serving under Indulekha

Palindri - L 195 - a maidservant who dresses and decorates Sri
Radha

Pallava - L 75-76 - Sri Krsna’s servant; prepares His tambiila

Pankajakst — B 244 — a sakhi serving under Campakalata

Paranga-ghata — L 113b — a ghata at Manasa-ganga

Parjanya - B 15-20, B 38, B 52b, B 60 - Sri Krsna’s paternal
grandfather

Pasu-vasikara — L 124b - the two ropes Sri Krsna uses when
milking

Pataka - B 63 - a gopi like Sri Krsna’s mother

Patala - B 43—44, B 45b - Sri Krsna’s maternal grandmother

Patatri - B 101 - Subhangada’s husband

Patira - B 58 - a gopa like Sri Krsna’s father

Patraka - L 73-74 - Sri Krsna’s ceta-servant

Patri - L 73-74 - Sri Krsna’s ceta-servant

Pattisa - B 57 - a gopa like Sri Krsna’s father

Pawrnamast - B 69-71, B 133a, L 65, L 87-88, L 89-91, L 100,
L 185 — Yogamaya; Sri Krsna's female messenger; Sri
Narada’s disciple; Madhumangala and Nandimukhit’s
paternal grandmother

Pavana - L 106 - Sri Krsna’s potter

Pavana — B 49a, B 84 — Visakha’s father

Payoda - L 77 - Sri Krsna’s servant; supplies water for His use

Payoda - L 198 - Sri Radha’s servant

Payonidhi — B 111-2 - the son of Vrsabhanu’s maternal aunt

Pesala - L 85 - Sri Krsna’s foremost male spy

Petart - B 219-20, B 221a - a female messenger who zealously
arranges loving quarrels
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Phulla - L 75-76 - Sri Krsna’s servant; prepares His tambiila

Phullakalika — B 98, B 119-20 - a vara sakhi

Phullara - L 97 = Vrnda’s mother

Pikakanthi - L 191 - Sri Radha’s gandharva-sakhi

Pindakeli — B 205b, B 207 - a sakhi insistent upon arranging
loving quarrels

Pindakeli - B 219-20 - a female messenger who zealously arranges
loving quarrels

Pinga - B 57 - a gopa like Sri Krsna’s father

Pingala - B 57 - a gopa like Sri Krsna’s father

Pingala - L 54 - Vasanta’s father

Pingala - L 109 - Sri Krsna’s dear cow

Pisangaksa - L 110 - Sri Krsna’s bull

Pisangi - L 109 - Sri Krsna’s dear cow

Pisangi - L 199 - Sri Radha’s maidservant; carries Her possessions

Pitha - B 57 - a gopa like Sri Krsna’s father

Pithara - B 89, B 101 - Citra’s husband

Pivari - B 35 = Abhinanda’s wife

Prabala — L 90 — Paurnamast’s husband

Prabha - B 62 - a gopi like Sri Krsna’s mother

Prabhakari - L 203 - the pearl in Sri Radha’s nose

Praghdra - B 66 - a brahmana sheltered in Sri Krsna’s paternal
family

Praguna - L 82 - SriKrsna's servant; takes care of the store-rooms

Premakanda - L 79 - Sri Krsna’s servant; decorates Him

Prema Maiijart — B 248 - a sakhi serving under Rangadevi

Prema Masjari - L 178 - Sri Radha’s priya-sakhi

Prema Madjari — L 183—-4 - Sri Radha’s maijari; also known as
Bhanumati

Premavati - L 192 - a sakhi who pleases Sri Krsna with her music

Priyamvada - L 179 - Sri Radha’s prana-sakhi

Priyankara - L 32 - Sri Krsna’s priya-sakha

Pundaritka - B 206, B 209 - a sakhi insistent upon arranging
loving quarrels

Pundarika - L 32 - Sri Krsna’s priya-sakha

Pundavanika - B 56 - an elderly gopi like Sri Krsna’s maternal
grandmother
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Pundi - B 63 - a gopi like Sri Krsna’s mother

Pudijapunya - L 196 - Sri Radha’s maidservant; daughter of a
sweeper

Punyapunja — L 105 - Sri Krsna’s ordinary servant; a sweeper

Purata - B 52b - a gopa like Sri Krsna’s paternal grandfather

Purata - B 53 - a gopa like Sri Krsna’s maternal grandfather

Puskara - B 91 — Tungavidya’s father

Puskara - L 58 - Kokila’s father

Puspahasa - L 80 - Sri Krsna’s servant; prepares fragrant
substances

Puspdkara — B 117 - Kandarpa Mafijari’s father

Puspanka - L 42 - Sri Krsna’s priya-narma-sakha; a vidisaka

R

Radha - mentioned throughout the book - the most prominent
beloved of SriKrsna; the pinnacle of all sweet transcendental
qualities

Radha-kunda - L 210 - Sri Radha’s pond

Ragalekha - L 188 - Sri Radha’s maidservant

Raga Madijari - L 182 - Sri Radha’s maijari

Ragavalli - L 131 - Sri Krsna’s gufija-necklace

Rajanya - B 22, B 41b, B 51 - Sri Krsna’s father’s paternal uncle

Raktaka - L 73-74, L 198 - Sri Krsna’s ceta-servant

Ramact - B 206, B 215 - a sakhi insitent upon arranging loving
quarrels; the daughter of Lalita-devi’s wet nurse

Rambha - L 83 - Sri Krsna’s maidservant

Ramini - B 245 - a sakhi serving under Citra

Ranasthira - L 24-25 - a suhrt-sakha older than Sri Krsna

Rangada - L 126 - Sri Krsna’s armlets

Rangadevt — B 79, B 94-96, B 194-8, B 248, L 175 — the seventh of
Sri Radha’s eight principal sakhis

Rangana - L 106 - Sri Krsna’s jeweller

Rangaraga - L 194 - Sri Radha’s maidservant; daughter of a
washerman

Rangasara — B 95b — Rangadevi and Sudevi’s father

Rangavali — B 169b - a sakhi serving under Visakha

Rangavatt — B 247 - a sakhi serving under Indulekha
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Rangini - B 106, L 200 - Sri Radha’s doe

Raiijana - L 105 - SriKrsna’s ordinary servant; washes His clothes

Rasala - L 76 - Sri Krsna’s servant; prepares His tambiila

Rasala - L 198 - Sri Radha'’s maidservant

Rasalika — B 181, B 245 - a sakhi serving under Citra

Rasa Maiijari - L 182 - Sri Radha’s mafjari

Rasasali - L 76 - Sri Krsna's servant; prepares His tambila

Rasavati - B 251 - one of Sri Radha’s eight sakhis mentioned in
another part of the Sammohana Tantra

Rasollasa - L 191 - Sri Radha’s gandharva-sakhi

Rasottunga — B 247 - a sakhi serving under Indulekha

Ratika - B 242 - a sakhi serving under Lalita

Ratikala - B 138, B 242 - a sakhi serving under Lalita

Rati Madijari - L 182, L 184 - Sri Radha’s mafijari; also known as
Bhanumati

Ratiprabha - L 83 - Sri Krsna’s maidservant

Ratir-agadhi-daivata - L 130 - Sri Krsna’s makara-shaped earrings
(kundalas)

Ratnabhanu - L 170b - Sri Radha’s paternal uncle

Ratnabhava - B 252 - a group of sakhis mentioned in the
Sammohana Tantra

Ratnagarbha — L 169b — another name of Kirttida

Ratna-gopura — L 206 - Sri Radha’s ankle bells

Ratnalekha - B 98, B 111-4, B 137 = a vara sakhi; Payonidhi’s
daughter

Ratna Mafijari - L 183 - Sri Radha'’s mafijari

Ratnamukhi - L 126 - Sri Krsna’s signet ring

Ratnapara - L 130 - Sri Krsna’s crown

Ratnaprabha - B 138, B 242 - a sakhi serving under Lalita

Ratnavali - L 180 - Sri Radha’s prana-sakhi

Raucika - L 105 - Sri Krsna’s expert tailor

Ravimitra — B 103 - another name of Vrsabhanu Maharaja

Rema - B 49a — Yasodhara’s wife; Pavana’s paternal cousin

Rocana - L 203 - Sri Radha’s jewelled earrings (tadanka)

Rocana - L 40, L 62 — Sudama and Vidagdha’s mother

Rohini - B 32, L69-70, L 115 - Sri Krsna’s elder mother, Sri

Balarama’s mother
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Roma - B 49a - Yasodeva’s wife; Pavana’s paternal cousin

Rudra-vallaki - L 211 - S,,ri Radha’s favourite vina
Rupa Maiijart — L 182 - Sri Radha’s madijari

S

Sada-santa — B 226-31 — a female messenger who arrages meetings

Sadasmera - L 119 - Sri Krsna’s pastime lotus

Sadhika - B 250 - one of Sri Radha’s eight sakhis according to the
Sammohana Tantra

Sagara - B 93 - Indulekha’s father

Sagara - L 56 — Ujjvala’s father

Saibya - L 136 - Sri Krsna’s beloved

Sairindhra - L 79 - Sri Krsna’s servant; decorates Him

Salika - L 73-74 - Sri Krsna’s ceta-servant

Sallaki - B 63 - a gopi like Sri Krsna’s mother

Samadheni - B 66 - the wife of one of Sri Krsna’s family brahmanas

Sananda - B 33, B 36-37a — Nanda Maharaja’s younger brother;
also called Sunanda

Sananda - L 102 - Sri Krsna’s ordinary servant; plays the mrdanga

Sananda - B 39-40a - Sri Krsna’s paternal aunt

Sanandana - L 41, L 43, L 59-60 - Sri Krsna’s priya-narma-sakha

Sandha - L 199 - Sri Radha’s maidservant; carries Her possessions

Sandhika - L 73-74 - Sri Krsna’s ceta-servant

Sandili - B 68 - an elderly brahmani, venerable in Vraja

Sandipani Muni - B 71, L 65, L 99 — Paurnamast’s son; Sri Krsna’s
teacher; Madhumangala and Nandimukht'’s father

Sangara - B 57 - a gopa like Sri Krsna’s father

Sarkara - B 57 - a gopa like Sri Krsna’s father

Sankari - L 138 - Sri Krsna’s beloved

Sankini - B 62 - a gopi like Sri Krsna’s mother

Santida - B 226-30, B 232 - a female messenger who arranges
meetings

Sarada - L 104 - Sri Krsna's ordinary servant; expert in composing
literary works

Sarada - B 251 - one of Sri Radha’s eight sakhis mentioned in
another part of the Sammohana Tantra

Saradaksi - L 138 - Sri Krsna’s beloved
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Saradi - L 54 - Vasanta’s mother

Saradi - B 82 - Lalita’s mother

Saradindu - L 119 - Sri Krsna’s mirror

Saragha - B 57 - a gopa like Sri Krsna’s father

Sarala - L 123 - Sri Krsna’s murali

Saranga - L 78 - Sri Krsna's servant; takes care of His clothes

Sarangt - L 138 - Sri Krsna’s beloved

Sarasa — 1104 - Sri Krsna’s ordinary servant; expert in composing
literary works

Sari - L 138 - Sri Krsna’s beloved

Sarika - B 62 - a gopi like Sri Krsna’s mother

Sarvi - B 67 - wife of one of Sri Krsna’s purohitas

Sasikala - B 248 - a sakhi serving under Rangadevi

Sasikala - L 177 - Sri Radha’s priya-sakhi

Sasimukhi - L 179 - Sri Radha’s prana-sakhi

Sasthi - L 171 = Sri Radha’s maternal aunt

Saubhagyamani - L 205 - a jewel dangling on Sri Radha’s chest

Saudha - B 59 - a gopa like Sri Krsna’s father

Saumya-darsana - B 226-31 - a female messenger who arranges
meetings

Saurabheya — B 58 - a gopa like Sri Krsna’s father

Sauraseni - B 245 - a sakhi serving under Citra

Sikha - B 54 — an elderly gopilike SriKrsna’s paternal grandmother

Sikhambara - B 54 - an elderly gopi like Sri Krsna’s paternal

grandmother

Sikhavati - B 98, B 115-6 - a vara sakhi; Kundalatika’s younger
sister

Silabheri - B 54 - an elderly gopi like Sri Krsna’s paternal
grandmother

Sindhumati - B 99 - Kalavati’s mother

Sindiira - L 181 - Sri Radha’s nitya-sakhi

Sitakhandi - B 206, B 210 - a sakhi insistent upon arranging
loving quarrels; another name of Gauri Sakhi

Siva - L 138 - Sri Krsna’s beloved

Sivada - B 226-31 - a female messenger who arranges meetings

Smara-yantra - L 203 - Sri Radha’s tilaka
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Smaroddhura - L 191 - Sri Radha’s gandharva-sakhi

Sobha - L 83 - Sri Krsna’s maidservant

Sobhana - L 102 - Sri Krsna’s ordinary servant; takes care of His
lanterns

Sridama - L 31-32, L 36-38, L 173a - Sri Krsna’s priya-sakha; Sri
Radha’s brother

Srimati - B 251 - one of Sri Radha’s eight sakhis mentioned in
another part of the Sammohana Tantra

Stoka-krsna — B 108, L 31-33 - Sri Krsna’s priya-sakha

Subala - B 41a, L 41, L 44-46, L 198 - Sri Krsna’s priya-narma-
sakha

Subandha - L 81 - Sri Krsna’s hairdresser

Subha - L 201 - Sri Radha’s female parrot

Subhada - L 23-25 - a suhrt-sakha older than Sri Krsna

Subhada - B 61 - a gopi like Sri Krsna’s mother

Subhadra - L 22, L 27-28 - Sri Krsna’s paternal cousin; a suhrt-
sakha

Subhadra — B 242 - a sakhi serving under Lalita

Subhadra - L 70 - Sri Balarama’s sister

Subhaga - B 62 - a gopi like Sri Krsna’s mother

Subhanana - B 243 - a sakhi serving under Visakha

Subhangada - B 98, B 101 - a vara sakhi; Visakha's younger sister

Subhanu - L 170b - Sri Radha’s paternal uncle

Sucandra - B 105-8 - Hiranyangi and Stoka-krsna’s mother

Sucarita - B 244 - a sakhi serving under Campakalata

Sucaru — B 51-52b = Carumukha’s son

Sucitra - L 107 - Sri Krsna’s artist; paints colourful pictures

Sucitra - L 175 - another name for Citra

Sudaksina — L 48 — Arjuna’s father

Sudama - L 31-32, L39-40, L 63 - Sri Krsna’s priya-sakha;
Vidagdha’s brother

Sudantika — B 206, B 212 - a sakhi insistent upon arranging loving
quarrels

Sudeva — B 47b—48 - Sri Krsna’s maternal uncle

Sudevi - B 79, B 96, B 199-204, B 249, L 175 - the eighth Sri
Radha’s eight principal sakhis
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Sudhakantha - L 104 - Sri Krsna’s ordinary servant; expert in
composing literary works

Sudhakara - L 102 - Sri Krsna’s ordinary servant; plays the
mrdanga

Sudhamukhi - B 251 - one of Sri Radha’s eight sakhis mentioned
in another part of the Sammohana Tantra

Sudhamsu-darpa-harana - L 208 - Sri Radha’s mirror

Sudhanada - L 102 - Sri Krsna’s ordinary servant; plays the
mrdanga

Sugandha - L 81 - Sri Krsna’s hairdresser

Sugandha - L 194 - Sri Radha's maidservant; daughter of a barber

Sugandhika — B 245 - a sakhi serving under Citra

Sughantika - B 55 - an elderly gopi like Sri Krsna’s maternal
grandmother

Sukantha - L 104 - Sri Krsna's ordinary servant; expert in
composing literary works

Sukanthi - L 191 - Sri Radha’s gandharva-sakhi

Sukest — B 249 - a sakhi serving under Sudevi

Sukhada - L 170a - Sri Radha's paternal grandmother

Siksmadhi - L 201 — Sri Radha’s female parrot

Sulamba - L 84 - Sri Krsna’s ceti-maidservant

Sulata — B 68 - an elderly brahmani, venerable in Vraja

Sumadhura - B 246 - a sakhi serving under Tungavidya

Sumadhya - B 246 - a sakhi serving under Tungavidya

Sumadhya - L 177 - Sri Radha’s priya-sakhi

Sumana - L 80 - Sri Krsna’s servant; prepares fragrant substances

Sumandira - B 244 - a sakhi serving under Campakalata

Sumukha - B 42, B 45a—46, B 51, B 53, B 60 - Sri Krsna’s maternal
grandfather

Sumukha - L 105 - Sri Krsna’s ordinary servant; washes His
clothes

Sumukht — B 242 - a sakhi serving under Lalita

Sumukht - L 65, L 99 - Madhumangala and Nandimukhi’s mother

Sumukhi - L 139 - Sri Krsna’s beloved

Sunada - L 200 - Sri Radha’s cow

Sunanda - B 36 - another name of Sananda, Nanda Maharaja’s
younger brother

148



S| Index

Sunanda - L 22 - Sri Krsna’s suhrt-sakha

Sunila - B 40a - the husband of Sri Krsna’s paternal aunt Nandini

Supaksa - B 59 - a gopa like Sri Krsna’s father

Suprasada - B 226-31 - afemale messenger who arranges meetings

Suprema - L 184 - same as Prema Mafijari [mentioned in L 182]

Surabhi - B 243 - a sakhi serving under Visakha

Suranga - L 110 - Sri Krsna’s deer

Surangt - B 106-108 - the mother of the doe Rangini and of
Hiranyangi

Suraprabha - L 24-25 - a suhrt-sakha older than Sri Krsna

Suratadeva — L 90 — Paurnamasi’s father

Suremad - B 49a — Sudeva’s wife; Pavana’s paternal cousin

Suryamitra — B 89 — another name of Vrsabhanu Maharaja

Suryasahvaya — B 111 — another name of Vrsabhanu Maharaja

Susangata — B 247 - a sakhi serving under Indulekha

Susikha - B 115 - Sikhavati’s mother

Susila - L 82 - Sri Krsna’s servant; takes care of the store-rooms

Susila - L 63 — Sudama and Vidagdha’s sister

Sutunda - B 63 - a gopi like Sri Krsna’s mother

Suvarna Mafijari - L 183 - Sri Radha’s mafijart

Swvilasa - L 76 - Sri Krsna’s servant; prepares His tambiila

Suvilasatara — L 114a — a boat at Paranga-ghata

Suverjana - B 22-23a - the sister of Sri Krsna’s paternal grand-
father; also named Nati

Svaccha - L 82 - Sri Krsna’s servant; takes care of the store-rooms

Svadha - B 68 - an elderly brahmani, venerable in Vraja

Svadhakara - B 66 - a brahmana sheltered in Sri Krsna’s paternal
family

Svaha - B 68 - an elderly brahmani, venerable in Vraja

Svastida - L 209 - Sri Radha’s jewel-studded comb

Syama - L 136 - Sri Krsna’s beloved

Syamala - L 141 - Sri Krsna’s pre-eminent beloved

Syamala - L 189 - a sakhi belonging to Sri Radha’s suhrt-paksa

Syamantaka - L 204 - Sri Radha’s jewel; also named Sankhactda-
Siromani

149



&~ Sri Radha-krsna-ganoddesa-dipika [T

T

Tadid-valli - L 210 - the vine of golden jasmines in Sri Radha’s
garden

Taditprabha - L 128 - Sri Krsna’s jewelled beads

Tali - B 61 - a gopi like Sri Krsna’s mother

Talika - L 73-74 - Sri Krsna’s ceta-servant

Tandavika - L 111 - Sri Krsna’s peacock

Tankana - L 106 - Sri Krsna’s jeweller

Tantriki - L 195 - Sri Radha’s maidservant; knowledgeable in
astrology

Tanumadhya — B 246 - a sakhi serving under Tungavidya

Tanumadhyama - L 178 - Sri Radha’s priya-sakhi

Tara - L 136 - Sri Krsna’s beloved

Taralaksi - L 137 - Sri Krsna’s beloved

Taralika - B 61 - a gopi like Sri Krsna’s mother

Tarangiksi - B 61 — a gopi like Sri Krsna’s mother

Tarangini - L 124b - Sri Krsna’s vina

Taravali - L 128 - Sri Krsna’s necklace

Taravali - L 139 - Sri Krsna’s beloved

Tarisana - B 53 - a gopa like Sri Krsna’s maternal grandfather

Taruni - L 83 - Sri Krsna’s maidservant

Tilakini — B 245 - a sakhi serving under Citra

Tilata - B 53 - a gopa like Sri Krsna’s maternal grandfather

Tula - L 28 - another name of Tungi, the wife of Upananda

Tulavati — B 52a — Gola’s niece; Sucaru’s wife

Tundika - L 201 - Sri Radha’s peahen

Tundikeri - L 201 - Sri Radha’s female swan who sports in Sri
Radha-kunda

Tundu - B 52b - a gopa like Sri Krsna’s paternal grandfather

Tunga - L 86 - Sri Krsna’s messenger

Tungabhadra - B 191, B 247 - a sakhi serving under Indulekha

Tungavidya - B 79, B90-91, B 183-7, B 246, L 175 - the fifth of Sri
Radha’s eight principal sakhi

Tungt (Tula) - B 34, L 28 — Upananda’s wife

Tungi - L 199 - Sri Radha’s maidservant; carries Her possessions

Tungi - L 200 - Sri Radha’s female calf
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Tusti - B 63 - a gopi like Sri Krsna’s mother
Tustida — L 121 = Sri Krsna’s small knife

U
Ujjvala - L 41, L 43, L 55-56, L 198 — Sri Krsna’s priya-narma-
sakha
Upananda - B 25, B 33-34, B 40b, L 28 — Nanda Maharaja’s elder
brother

Upananda — B 59 — a gopa like Sri Krsna’s father
Urjanya — B 22 - Sr1 Krsna’s father’s paternal uncle
Utpala — B 58 - a gopa like Sri Krsna’s father

A%

Vahika - B 85, B 100 — Visakha’s husband

Vdijayanti-mala - L 132 - Sri Krsna’s garland made of five
different coloured flowers

Vakreksana — B 95b—96 — Rangadevi’s husband; younger brother
of Bhairava

Vamant - B 68 - an elderly brahmani, venerable in Vraja

Vamst - L 87-88 — Sri Krsna’s female messenger

Vamsipriya - L 109 - Sri Krsna’s dear cow

Vanamala - L 132 - Sri Krsna’s garland made of many different
types of flowers and leaves hanging down to His feet

Varangada — B 246 - a sakhi serving under Tungavidya

Varangada - L 177 = Sri Radha’s priya-sakhi

Vararoha - B 53 - a gopa like Sri Krsna’s maternal grandfather

Varddhaki - L 107 - Sri Krsna’s carpenter

Varddhamana - L 107 - Sri Krsna’s carpenter

Varida - L 77 - Sri Krsna’s servant; supplies water for His use

Varisana - B 53 - a gopa like Sri Krsna’s maternal grandfather

Variyasi - B 21 - Sri Krsna’s paternal grandmother

Varttika - B 63 - a gopi like Sri Krsna’s mother

Varudi - B 219-20, B 221b - a female messenger who zealously
arranges loving quarrels

Variithapa - L 29-30 - a sakha younger than Sri Krsna

Vasanta - L 41, L 53-54 - Sri Krsna’s priya-narma-sakha
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Vasanti - L 180 - Sri Radha’s prana-sakhi

Vasatkara - B 66 - a brahmana sheltered in Sri Krsna’s paternal
family

Vasudama - L 31-32, L 48 - Sri Krsna’s priya-sakhd; Arjuna’s
elder brother

Vasudeva — B 25-27, B 30-31, L 69-70 - Sri Nanda Maharaja’s
friend; another name is Anaka Dundubhi; a partial
manifestation of a Vasu named Drona; Sri Balarama’s father

Vatika — B 87 — Campakalata’s mother

Vatsala - B 61 - a gopi like Sri Krsna’s mother

Vatuka - B 41b, B 51 = Ranjanya’s son

Vavaditka - L 86 - Sri Krsna’s messenger

Vedagarbha - B 67 - Sri Krsna’s purohita

Vedika - B 66 - wife of one of Sri Krsna’s family brahmanas

Vena - B 63 - a gopi like Sri Krsna’s mother

Veni - L 56 — Ujjvala’s mother

Vicaksana - L 111 = Sri Krsna’s male parrot

Vicitra - L 107 - Sri Krsna’s artist; paints colourful pictures

Vicitra - L 136 - Sri Krsna’s beloved

Vicitrangt — B 247 - a sakhi serving under Indulekha

Vicitrarava — L 103 - Sri Krsna’s panegyrist

Vidagdha - L 41, L 61-63 - Sri Krsna’s priya-narma-sakha;
Sudama’s brother

Vidura — B 120 - Phullakalika’s husband

Vidyavilasa - L 104 - Sri Krsna’s ordinary servant; expert in
composing literary works

Vijaya - B 250 - one of Sri Radha’s eight sakhis according to the
Sammohana Tantra

Vijaya - L 198 - Sri Radha’s maidservant

Vijayaksa - L 26 - a suhrt-sakha older than Sri Krsna

Vilasa - L 76 - Sri Krsna’s servant; prepares His tambiila

Vilasa-karmana - L 120 - Sri Krsna’s golden bow

Vilasa Maiijari - L 183 - Sri Radha’s maijari

Vilasi - L 31-32 - Sri Krsna’s priya-sakha

Vimala - L 82 - Sri Krsna’s servant; takes care of His plate, etc.

Vimala - L 137 - Sri Krsna’s beloved

152



VY] Index -+

Vinaka — L 52 = Gandharva’s father

Vipaksa-mada-mardini - L 206 - Sri Radha’s signet ring

Vira - L 87-88, L 92-95 - Sri Krsna’s female messenger

Virabhadra - L 23-25 - a suhrt-sakha older than Sri Krsna

Viraroha - B 53 - a gopa like Sri Krsna’s maternal grandfather

Visakha — B 79, B 83-85, B 87, B 101, B 122, B 165-71, B 243,
L 135, L 175,L 191 - the second of Sri Radha’s eight principal
sakhis

Visakha - B 251 - one of Sri Radha’s eight sakhis mentioned in
another part of the Sammohana Tantra

Visala - L 29-30 - a sakha younger than Sri Krsna

Visala — L 94 - Vira’s father

Visala - B 63 - a gopi like Sri Krsna’s mother

Visarada - L 138 - Sri Krsna’s beloved

Visoka — B 82 - Lalita’s father

Vitandika — B 205b, B 208 - a sakhi insistent upon arranging
loving quarrels

Vitankaksa - L 32 - Sri Krsna’s priya-sakha

Vrka Gopa - L 173b — Sri Radha’s father-in-law; also named Gola
(Brhad-bhaga Verses 45 and 52)

Vrnda - B 217-8, L 87-88, L 92, L 96-98, L 187 - a female
messenger (diiti)

Vrndarika - B 217-8, L 87-88 - a female messenger (diit1)

Vrsabha - L 29-30 - a sakha younger than Sri Krsna

Vrsabhanu - B 27, B 89, B 99, B 103, B 111, L 38, L 168b,
L 170b - Sri Radha’s father; Sri Nanda and Sri Vasudeva’s
friend; Sridama and Ananga Madjari’s father

Vyaghra - L 111 - Sri Krsna’s pet dog

Y

Yaksendra — L 23-25 - a suhrt-sakha older than Sri Krsna

Yamuna - L 200 - Sri Radha’s cow

Yasasvini - B 499b-51 - another name of Havihsara; Sri Krsna’s
maternal aunt

Yasoda - B 25, B 28-31, B 44, B 64, L 25, L 70, L 115, L 168a - Sri

Krsna’s mother; also named Devaki; Rohint’s friend
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Yasodeva — B 47b—48 - Sri Krsna’s maternal uncle

Yasodevi — B 49b—51 - another name of Dadhisara; Sri Krsna’s
maternal aunt

Yasodhara - B 47b-48 - Sri Krsna’s maternal uncle
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