Craura-vant Pracéring

[lluminations on theg Pranama Mantra
of SrT Srimad Bhaktivedanta Swami Maharaj

by
Sr1 Srimad Bhaktivedanta Naragana Maharaja




)
=
~
S
9
S
—
oy
_m.
S
i
S
—~
=
S
O




Copyright © Gaura-vani Publications 2006

Paintings on pages 29, 49, 67, 75, 81, 83, 103, and 113
© Syamarani dasi— Used with permission.

Line drawings of the guru-parampara by Acyuta-krsna dasa
— Used with permission.

Photographs of Srila Prabhupada on pages 19, 20, 23, 53, 60, 86, 88, 90,
100, 111, 121, and 122 — courtesy of Govinda dasi
— Used with permission.

Srila Prabhupada’s quotes, and photos on pages 25, and 97

Copyright © The Bhaktivedanta Book Trust International, Inc.

Any and all BBT images and wirtten materials are (¢c) 1975 Bhaktivedanta
Book Trust. All rights reserved. All such materials are published pursuant
to Title 17 U.S.C. Section 107, Fair Use Exception.

First printing 3,000

OTHER BOOKS BY SRI SRIMAD BHAKTIVEDANTA NARAYANA MAHARAJA

Arcana-dipika
Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu-bindu
Bhajana-rahasya
Bhakti-rasayana
Bhakti-tattva-viveka
Brahma-sambhita

Controlled By Love
Damodara-lila-madhuri
Essence of the Bhagavad-gita
Five Essential Essays

Going Beyond Vaikuntha
Happiness in a Fool’s Paradise
Jaiva-dharma

Manah-siksa

Pinnacle of Devotion
Prabandhavali

Secret Truths of the Bhagavatam
Secrets of the Undiscovered Self

Siva-tattva

Sri Gaudiya Giti-guccha

Sri Gita-govinda

Sri Harinama Maha-mantra

Sri Navadvipa-dhama Parikrama

Sri Siksastaka

Sri Upadesamrta

Srila Bhakti Prajiana Kesava
Gosvami — Biography

Srimad Bhagavad-gita

The Butter Thief

The Essence of All Advice

The Nectar of Govinda-lila

The Origin of Ratha-yatra

The Way of Love

Vraja-mandala Parikrama

Venu-gita

Rays of the Harmonist (periodical)

For further information and free download of all titles, please visit:
www.purebhakti.com

To receive by e-mail, the lectures given by Sri Srimad Bhaktivedanta
Narayana Maharaja on his world tours, please subscribe at:
www.harikatha.com







DEDICATION,

I offer my thousands of humble obeisances unto the lotus feet of
my transcendental Gurudeva, om visnupada Sri Srimad Bhakti Prajriana
Kesava Gosvami Maharaja.

I offer the same thousands of humble obeisances unto the lotus feet of
my Siksa-gury ot visnupada Sri Srimad Bhaktivedanta Swami Maharaja.

I have come to the West especially by the inspiration given by my
$iksa-guru, Sri Srimad Bhaktivedanta Swami Maharaja. I am coming here
and there, to obey him. My main purpose is to glorify Srila Swami Makaraja,

my Gurudeva and also our guru-parampara.

Tridandi Bhiksu Svami B.V. Narayana












namaf o visnu-padaya radhikaya-priyatmane
Sri-srimad-bhaktivedanta narayana iti namine

I offer pranama to ot visnupada Sri Srimad Bhaktivedanta Narayana Maharaja, who is very
dear to Srimati Radhika.

Sri-Krsna-lila-Kathane sudak sam
audarya-madhurya gunais ca yuktar

varar varenyan purusar mahantar
narayanar toar sirasd namami

Srila Narayana Mahardja is expert in describing Krsna-lla. He is endowed with the qualities of
magnanimity and sweetness, and he is the best of the great souls. Because he is always relishing Krsna's
sweetness, he is able to freely distribute that sweetness to others. I bow down and place my head at his
lotus feet.

tridandinanm bhakta-siromanim ca
Sri-Krsna-padabja-dhrtaika-hrdi

caitanya-lilamrta-sara sararm
nar@yananm tvam satatam prapadye

Tridandi sannyast Srila Narayana Maharaja, the crown-jewel of devotees, always Keeps in his heart
the lotus feet of Radha and Krsna, especially when Krsna serves Srimati Radhika. He deeply meditates on
St Caitanya Mahaprabhu and the internal reasons for His descent. I bow down to the lotus feet of Srila
Narayana Mahardja, who possesses innumerable transcendental qualities.




nama ot visnu-padaya Krsna-presthaya bhiitale
Srimate bhakti-vedanta-svamin iti namine

1 of fer pranama unto ot visnupada Sri Srimad Bhaktivedanta Swami Maharaja, who is very dear to

Krsna, having taken shelter at His lotus feet.

namas te sarasvate deve gaura-vani-pracarine
nirvisesa-Sinyavadi-pascatya-desa-tarine

Our respectful obeisances unto you, O servant of Sarasvati Gosvami. You are Kindly preaching the
message of Gaurasundara, and delivering the Western countries which are filled with impersonalism and
voidism.




namaf omm visnu-padaya dcarya-simha-riipine
Sri-Srimad-bhakti-prajfiana-Kesava iti namine

atimartya-caritraya sva-sritandar ca paline
Jjiva-duhikhe sadarttaya Sri-nama-prema-dayine

I offer pranama unto the most worshipable lion-like acarya, jagad-guru om visnupada astottara-sata

S1TSrimad ‘Bhakti Prajiana Kesava Gosvami Mahardja, who nurtures with extreme, divine affection as a
parental guardian those who take shelter of him, who is always genuinely unfappy to see the suffering jrvas
who have turned away from Krsna, and who is bestowing upon them sr7 nama along with prema.




namaf on visnu-padaya Krsna-presthaya bhiitale
Srimate bhaktisiddhanta-sarasvatiti-namine

Sri-varsabhanavi-devi-dayitaya Krpabdhaye
Krsna-sambandha-vijiiana-dayine prabhave namah

I offer pranama unto orit visnupada Sri Srimad BhaKtisiddhanta Sarasvati Gosvami Thakura
Prabhupida, who is very dear to Krsna, who is most beloved to Sri Varsabhanavi-devi Radhika, who is an
ocean of mercy, and who is Kindly bestowing realization (sambandha-vijfiana) of our eternal relationship

with Sri Radha and Krsna.

madhuryojjvala-premadhya-sri-ripanuga-bhaktida
Sri-gaura-Karund-sakti-vigrahdya namo'stu te

Again and again I offer obeisances unto Srila Sarasvati Thakura Prabhupada, who is the mercy
incarnate of Sri Gauranga Mahaprabhu, who descended upon the Earth to bestow ujjvala-madhurya-
rasa, full conjugal prema, and who is the embodiment of the line of $rT riipanuga-bhakti.

namas te gaura-vani-Sri-mirtaye dina-tarine
riipanuga-viruddhapasiddhanta-dhvanta-harine

I offer obeisances unto Srila Sarasvati Thakura Prabhupada, who is the embodiment of S1i Gauranga
Mahaprabhu's teachings (gaura-vani). You deliver the fallen souls and you annihilate the darkness arising
from misconceptions (apasiddhanta) which are opposed (viruddha) to the precepts enunciated by Srila Riipa
Gosvamz.




namo bhaKtivinodaya sac-cid-ananda-namine
gaura-sakti-svariipdya rijpanuga-varaya te

I offer pranama unto Saccidananda Srt Bhaktivinoda Thakura, who is the foremost of ripanugas

and the embodiment of S1T Gauranga Mahaprabhu's sakti, Gadadhara Pandita.
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A Note from the Publisher
i G ‘13

In May of 2004, our most worshipful §iksa Gurudeva, ot visnupada Sri Srimad Bhaktivedanta Narayana

Gosvamt Mahardja, requested that a special book be published. This book would consist of his various discourses on the
deep meaning of the phrase gaura-vani pracarine,’ which appears in the pranama-mantra of our most worshipful dik sa -
Gurudeva, nitya-lila-pravista ot visnupada Sri Srimad Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada. These discourses were

i spoken on various occasions in different countries, over a period of ten years.
. By the mercy of our Siksa and diksa gurus, we have delighted in taking responsibility for its publication, and we '
? - pray that you will be happy to read its contents.
For a greater appreciation and understanding of Srila Narayana Mahardja’s main points, we have included 5L

excerpts from Srila Prabhupada’s books and classes; the design of the book was customized to highlight those excerpts.
We have included Srila Prabhupada’s translations wherever Srila Narayana Mahardja quotes Bengali and SansKrit
. verses from SrT Caitanya-caritamrta and Srimad-Bhagavatam. We have also presented various quotes and songs by
Srila Prabhupada and other Gaudiya acaryas in double-page spreads before each chapter.

Where pertinent, we fiave introduced Srila Narayana Mahardja’s discourses with additional historical
information, and these appear in italics and/or bracKets. There are two special sections consisting of excerpts from other
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discourses, illuminating their respective chapters. At the back of the book, you will find an excerpt from one of the
many letters Srila Narayana Mahardja received from Srila Prabhupada.

In September of 1959, Srila Prabhupada accepted the sannydsa order from Sri Gaudiya Vedanta Samiti’s divine
spiritual preceptor, nitya-lila pravista o visnupada Acarya Kesari Sri Srimad Bhakti Prajiiana Kesava Gosvamt
Maharaja, and received from him the sannydsa name “Bhaktivedanta Swami Maharaja.” Shortly after this, he became
founder-acarya of the International Society for Krsna Consciousness, and became famous throughout the world as
Srila A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swamt Prabhupada or Srila Prabhupada.

In our Gaudiya Vaisnava tradition, all dcaryas and sannydsis refer to one another by their given sannydsa
names. Because Srila Prabhupada’s sannydsa name is “Bhaktivedanta Swami,” Srila Narayana Mahardja
respectfully refers to him as Srila Bhaktivedanta Swami Mahardja or Srila Swami Mahardja.

Srila Narayana Mahardja has used many SansKrit terms in his illuminations of Srila Prabhupada’s pranama
mantra; these terms are all explained in English. Where you find the explanation in the text insufficient, you are ' ;
invited to turn to the glossary. ;
- We humbly beg you to forgive any mistakes made by us in compiling Srila Narayana Mahardja’s presentations.

This book is an offering by our humble self in the service of Sri ST Guru and Gauranga, offered to them on ST E
Gauranga’s most auspicious appearance day — March 15, 2006. :

I$a Dasa Adhikari
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rila Bhaktivedanta Swami
Maharaja and I have so
e — many relationships with
each other. First of all he is my Siksa-guru,
my instructing spiritual master. He is also
the god-brother of my diksa-guru, Srila
Bhakti Prajhana Kesava Gosvami Maharaja.
He took sannyasa, the renounced order,
from my Gurudeva, as I did; so in this
regard we are god-brothers. We are also
very intimate friends. I have known him
since 1946, and have served and obeyed
him since then.

He is Bhaktivedanta Swami Maharaja

and I am Bhaktivedanta Narayana Maharaja.

»> Gaura-vani Pracarine <

I accepted sannyasa in 1954, and he did

so in 1959. Because I was already in the
sannyasa order, I had the good fortune to
perform the procedures for his sannydsa
ceremony. By his mercy, at that time he also
allowed me to show him how to make a
danda (sannyasa staff) and how to wear the
sannyasa cloth. He was very pleased with
me, and he shared with me many truths
about Krsna consciousness.

He first met his Gurudeva, Srila
Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Gosvami
Prabhupada, over eighty years ago, and at
that meeting, he received the order to go to
Western countries to preach in English. He
was delayed, however, and he came after
about forty years. At that time he wanted
to take me with him, especially to New

York where he first began his preaching.
He ordered me to send him all the books
required for his translation work, and I did
that. I also sent him Radha-Krsna deities,
musical instruments like mrdangas (double-
headed clay drums) and karatalas (small
brass hand cymbals), many kinds of sweets
and other paraphernalia. He wrote me over
400 letters, and in one letter he confided
that we have a transcendental relationship
that can never be destroyed.

How did he travel to America? He
traveled by Scindia Steam Navigation
Company’s freighter — by sea, not by air.
He only carried with him some books, like
Bhagavad-gita and his translation of the
First Canto of Srimad-Bhagavatam. At that
time, he was penniless.

S hedooslp



He first went to Boston and then
to New York. In New York, at Tompkins
Square Park, he used to sing with his eyes
closed as he played his karatalas. Tears
flowed from his eyes and his heart melted
as he sang:

$r1 krsna caitanya
prabhu nityananda
sri-advaita gadadhara

hare krsna hare krsna
krsna krsna hare hare

hare rama hare rama
rama rama hare hare

Tompkins Square Park was

frequented by many hippies who were

drinking alcohol and engaging in
other illicit activities. They came and
surrounded him. When he sang, they
danced and sang along, and sometimes
they offered him their bottles of wine.
After some time, he turned all those
hippies into “happies” and their lives
changed.

Eventually, thousands of people
began to follow him. They began to
worship and meditate on the Supreme
Lord, and thus they became very happy.
He used to write me from all the places of
his preaching activities.

In just a few years he translated
and wrote commentaries on many Vedic
scriptures, and his books have been
translated into all the prominent languages
of the world.

Most of the major cities of this
Earth were blessed by his presence, where
he established Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu’s
mission. He preached in the mountains,
on islands like Hawaii, in forests like
New Vrndavana, in the desert and in so
many other remote places throughout the
world. He established numerous temples,
preaching centers, schools and farms for
cow protection. His voice has extended to
practically every part of the globe, and his
books have helped so many to realize the
truths of Krsna consciousness. {1;\%_
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o one called Srila
Bhaktivedanta Swami
el Maharaja to the West;
his Gurudeva sent him. He mercifully
came to this land, where only wine,
wealth, and immoral association with
the opposite sex are prominent, where
no one knows his own identity, why
he has come to this world, what is

his duty, and what is his aim of life.
Everyone here was sinking in darkness.
Srila Swami Maharaja mercifully came
to this land, and in a very short time
thousands became his followers. Those
who were hippies became “happies”

»> Gaura-vani Pracarine <

— all who were touched by his words
became happy.

Srila Swami Maharaja gave every-
thing in his books, yet he knew that a
child (new devotee) of one year, two years,
or even five years could not comprehend
all his teachings. A father and mother
save money for their child, keeping it in
a locked box. When the child is mature,
he will be qualified to properly utilize the
treasures inside. Before maturity, however,
the child would waste that treasure.
Similarly, Srila Swami Maharaja kept all
his treasures in his books. If you want to
open them, you must know that the key is
in the hands of the bhakta-bhagavata.

There are two bhagavatas: the
grantha-bhagavata (Vedic scriptures) and

the bhakta-bhagavata (pure devotee). The
bhakta-bhagavata is superior in the sense
that the key to the treasury of the Vedic
scriptures is with that bonafide self-
realized devotee who has prema, pure love
for Sri Krsna. He can open the lock.
Within all of his books Srila Swami
Maharaja has preserved the treasure left
by Srila Ripa Gosvami. In his purports
we see all the teachings of Srila Riipa
Gosvami. In The Nectar of Instruction, for
example, he gives the process by which we
can follow Srila Rtipa Gosvami and thus
enter Vrndavana, the abode of Sri Krsna.
Some persons say, “We are not
qualified, and we will never be qualified
to hear about Goloka.” I think this is not
correct, because Srila Swami Maharaja

Ipiroductio
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Golden Gate Park, San Francisco in 1967 — one year after his arrival in America

has written about it all in his books.
When we become mature and qualified,
we will be able to actually taste that
nectar. Then we can go to the place that
Srila Riipa Gosvami, Srila Krsnadasa
Kavirdja Gosvami, Srila Vyasadeva and
Srila Bhaktivedanta Swami Maharaja have
written about. &
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Prayer to the Lotus Feet of Krsna

[ an excerpt from the prayer written by Srila Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada
on board the ship Jaladuta, September 13, 1965 |




Krsna taba punya habe bhai
e-punya Koribe jabe radharani Khust habe
' dhruva ati boli toma tai

I emphatically say to you, O brothers, you will obtain
your good fortune from the Supreme Lord Krsna only when
Srimati Radharani becomes pleased with you. (refrain)

Sri-siddhanta saraswati Saci-suta priya ati
Krsna-sebaya jara tula nai
sei se mohanta-guru Jjagater madhe uru

; Krsna-bhakti dey thai thai

St Srimad Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura, who
is very dear to Lord Gaurdnga, the son of mother Saci, is

unparalleled in his service to the Supreme Lord ST Krsna.
He is that great saintly spiritual master who bestows
intense devotion to Krsna at different places throughout
the world. (verse 1)

tara iccha balavan pascatyete than than
hoy jate gauranger nam
prthivite nagaradi asamudra nada nadt

sakalei loy Krsna nam

By his strong desire, the holy name of Lord Gauranga
will spread throughout all the countries of the Western
world. In all the cities, towns and villages on the Earth,
from all the oceans, seas, rivers and streams, everyone will
chant the holy name of Krsna. (verse 2)
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rila Bhaktivedanta Swami
Maharaja showed the
sy world, by his example,
that even a street beggar who has strong
faith in the value of serving his spiritual
master, Sri Sri Radha-Krsna, Sri Caitanya
Mahaprabhu and Sri Nityananda Prabhu,
can go anywhere — Sri Krsna will make all
arrangements for him. The pure devotee
can jump in fire, and he can jump over
the Alps, the Himalayas and the ocean.
He can go anywhere, for Krsna will help
him.

Although penniless, Srila Swami
Maharaja jumped over the ocean.

»~ Gaura-vani Pracarine <

Somehow he traveled by ship, and simply
chanted the holy names. As he chanted,
he never took note of whether or not
anyone was watching him.

He used to say that if a blind person
and a lame person travel together, they
can go anywhere they like. He explained
that the blind person will take the lame
person on his shoulders. The blind person
will walk and the lame person will direct.
The lame person has eyes, and he will
say, “You should go this way and that
way.” The Western world is blind and
India is lame. India has no source of
wealth to preach this mission throughout
the world; it has eyes but no legs. America
and all other Western countries are very
wealthy, but they have no eyes. If both

combine and cooperate, we can preach
this mission to the entire world.

Srila Swami Maharaja preached
throughout the world, and in a few years
he accomplished a miracle that has not
been seen anywhere else. He was a ‘long
arm’ of Srila Prabhupada Bhaktisiddhanta
Sarasvati Thakura and Srila Bhaktivinoda
Thakura. In other words, they reached
out to the entire world through him,
and they predicted his coming. Srila
Bhaktivinoda Thakura has written,

“I think that within a very few years,
thousands of Western devotees, wearing
sikhas and tulasi-malas and chanting Hare
Krsna, will join Indian devotees. They
will all chant and dance together.” Now
we see this everywhere.

Over the Ocean




Srila Swami Maharaja used to
say, “Bombay is my office, Mayapura is
my place of sadhana-bhajana (spiritual
practice) and my home is Vrndavana.”
That is why he came to Vrndavana in his
final days. He took samadhi there in his
home, Goloka Vrndavana. @
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[When Srila Prabhupada first arrived in America, his young, Western
disciples did not know how to formulate his pranama-mantra.
Therefore, he personally gave them mantras to chant. He gave the first
mantra in 1965, the year he arrived in America, and about four years
later he gave the second mantra:]

namas te sarasvate deve
gaura-vani-pracarine
nirvisesa-Sinyavadi-

pascatya-desa-tarine

Our respectful obeisances are unto you, O spiritual
master, servant of BhaKktisiddhanta Sarasvati
Gosvami. You are Kindly preaching the message

of Lord Caitanyadeva and delivering the Western
countries, which are filled with impersonalism

and voidism.

T RN



“As members of the Krsna consciousness movement
we belong to the family, or disciplic succession,

of Sarasvati Gosvami, and thus we are Known as
Sarasvatas. Obeisances are therefore offered to the
spiritual master as sarasvata-deva, or a member
of the Sarasvata family (namas te sarasvate

deve), whose mission is to broadcast the cult of
SrT Caitanya Mahaprabhu (gaura-vani-pracarine)
and to fight with impersonalists and voidists
(nirvisesa-sinyavadi-pascatya-desa-tarine). This
was also the occupational duty of Sanatana

Gosvami, Ripa Gosvami and Anupama Gosvamt.”

-$11 Caitanya-caritamrta, Adi-(ila 10.84, purport
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hat is the second verse in
the pranama-mantra of
Srila Bhaktivedanta Swami

[Devotee:] Namas te sarasvate deve
gaura-vani-pracarine, nirvisesa-sunyavadi-
pascatya-desa-tarine.

[Srila Narayana Maharaja:] This verse
refers to gaura-vani. What is the meaning
of that gaura-vani he preached?

[Devotee:] Lord Caitanya came to this world
for four reasons. One was to establish the
yuga-dharma, the principle religious duty

» Gaura-vani Pracarine «

of the present age, which is the chanting
of the holy name. Another was because
Advaita Acarya had called Him to come...

[Srila Narayana Maharaja:] I want to hear
the explanation of that gaura-vani he
preached throughout the world.

[Devotee:] In simple words, it was to
chant Hare Krsna.

[Srila Narayana Maharaja:] Sri Advaita
Acarya could have given this. So many
dacaryas have given this. Even Maha-
Visnu can give the chanting of the holy
name, but he cannot give that gaura-vani.

Gaura-vani is explained in the words of
Srila Visvanatha Cakravarti Thakura:

aradhyo bhagavan vrajesa-tanayas
tad-dhama vrndavanam

ramya kacid upasana
vraja-vadhi-vargena ya kalpita

srimad-bhagavatam pramanam-amalam
prema pumartho mahan

sri-caitanya mahaprabhor-matam-idam
tatradaro nah parah

Bhagavan Vrajendra-nandana Sri Krsna and
His transcendental abode Sri Vrndavana-
dhama are my worshipable objects. The
most excellent method of worshipping
Krsna is that adopted by the gopis, the
young wives of Vraja. Srimad-Bhagavatam is
evidence of this. It is the flawless and most
authoritative scripture, and krsna-prema

is the fifth and highest achievement of

R

The 1Leaping of Qis’ Pranama-1Lapira



human life — beyond mundane religiousity,
economic development, sense gratification
and impersonal liberation. This is the
opinion of Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu. We
have supreme regard for this conclusion. We
have no inclination or respect for any other,

cheating opinions.

This is the speciality of gaura-vani:
Sri Krsna is our most worshipful deity.
However, there are so many manifestations
of Krsna. Dvarakadhisa Krsna is the
son of Vasudeva and Devaki. Is He our
worshipable Deity? He may be for so
many others, and there is no harm in that.
We offer our obeisance to Him, but we
worship Vrajendra-nandana Krsna, the son
of Nanda Maharaja, who took birth from
the womb of Mother Yasoda.

At the time of His birth, Sri
Nanda-nandana Krsna did not have long
hair, and He wore no decorations or
ornaments. He appeared as a simple baby,
weeping, “Kya, kya, kya!” All the residents
of Vrndavana understood that He was
born from the womb of Mother Yasoda.
We worship that very Nanda-nandana.

He is nava-kisora natavara, the
eternally youthful cowherd boy, the
best of dancers. Mother Yasoda thinks,
“Krsna is my son.” We worship that
Krsna who was bound by the ropes of
His mother in Vrndavana. She out-ran
Him, caught hold of Him and bound Him,
and for this reason He is also known as
Damodara-Krsna [dama means ropes,
and udara means the abdomen]. He killed
the witch Patana, who tried to take

His life by poisoning Him, and He gave
her a motherly position in Goloka. We
worship that Krsna who was playing in
the courtyard of Nanda Baba and Mother
Yasoda, and who was controlled by their
love and affection.

We worship that Krsna who was
always surrounded by cowherd friends
like Dama, Sridama, Sudama, Vasudama,
Stoka-krsna, Lavanga, Arjuna, Ujjvala,
Subala, Madhumangala and so on. They
used to defeat Him in various playful
games, and He was very pleased to be
defeated. That Krsna always performed
pastimes with the gopis, the cowherd
maidens of Vrndavana.

Aradhyo bhagavan: Although He is
the Supreme Personality of Godhead, for

the purpose of His pastimes His bhagavata
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(Godhood) is covered. All His opulences
are covered by Yogamaya, His spiritual
potency, and thus He has no idea that He
is God. That very Krsna is our aradhya,
the object of our worship.

Another manifestation of Krsna
is the husband of Rukmini and son of
Vasudeva and Devaki. He is the worshipful
Deity of the residents of Mathura and other
places. They may worship Him in that
way, but as far as Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu
is concerned: aradhyo bhagavan vrajesa-
tanayas tad-dhama vrndavanam — Lord
Krsna, My worshipful Deity, lives
always in Vrndavana. He never gives up
Vrndavana; He never goes elsewhere. His
manifestations may go to Kuruksetra,
Dvaraka or Mathura, but that Krsna
whom I worship never leaves Vrndavana.

»~ Gaura-vani Pracarine <

Ramya kacid upasana vraja-vadhi:
All the gopis, and especially Sr1 Radha
and Her group, have adopted the highest
process of serving Lord Krsna for His
pleasure. In His service they can even
place their lotus feet on His head. To
please Him they can chastise Him and
order Him to do so many things. He will
very happily carry out their orders and
think, “Oh, this is very good; very good.”
He does not take such pleasure in hearing
the prayers of even great demigods like
Lord Brahma and Lord Siva. He prefers
to hear the gopis chastise and call out to
Him, “Rascal! thief!” No one can serve Sri
Krsna like the gopis.

Srimad-bhagavatam pramanam
amalam: We must look to Srimad-
Bhagavatam, the highest evidence among

all scriptures, to understand this. Only

in Srimad-Bhagavatam can we see these
truths about the gopis’ love for Lord Krsna.
Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu offers obeisance
to the Upanisads and all other scriptures
because they are the breath and words

of Sr1 Krsna, but He particularly glorifies
Srimad-Bhagavatam.

In Srimad-Bhagavatam, Krsna
personally told the gopis, “Na paraye ‘har
niravadya-samyujam — My dear gopis, 1
will not be able to repay you in thousands
upon thousands of births, so be pleased
by your own devotion to Me. Be merciful
to Me.”

Srimad-Bhagavatam reveals this
truth; but it can only be understood
by reading the commentaries of Srila

Sanatana Gosvami, Srila Jiva Gosvami, and
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Pure love for Lord S17 Krsna is the ultimate goal, and the prema in the fieart of Srimati Radhika is super-most.

Srila Visvanatha Cakravarti Thakura, and
by reading Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura’s
collected verses of the Bhagavatam called
Bhagavatarka-marici-mala.

Prema pumartho mahan: Pure love
for Lord Sri Krsna (prema) is the ultimate
goal, and the prema in the heart of Srimati
Radhika is super-most. Hanuman has
prema, Dhruva Maharaja has prema and
Prahlada Maharaja also has prema. The
Pandavas and Uddhava have prema, and
all the queens of Dvaraka have so much
prema. In Vrndavana, the sakhas (cowherd
friends), sakhis (beloveds), Mother Yasoda
and Nanda Maharaja all have prema. But
no one has the prema of Srimati Radhika.
Hers is the highest love and affection
towards Krsna. Her love is in the heart
of Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu, and He is
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» Gaura-vani Pracarine «

Through nama-sankirtana, St Caitanya Mahaprabhu preached the love and affection of the gopis.

telling us about it. This is gaura-vani. This
is the vani, or teaching, of Sri Caitanya
Mahaprabhu.

Before Mahaprabhu, no one ever
preached this. In previous Kali-yugas,
only the performance of nama-sankirtana
(chanting the Lord’s holy names) was
preached.

Millions of years ago, in the Age
called Satya-yuga, the great sage Narada
Rsi taught Valmiki Rsi to chant the holy
name. So the holy names have been
given from ancient times. Many acaryas
(spiritual preceptors) in Kali-yuga have
also told us to perform kirtana, but no
one gave the love and affection that
was given by Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu.
Through nama-sankirtana, He preached
the love and affection of the gopis.

R
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This is Gaura-vani

Gaura-vani is contained within
Mahaprabhu’s eight verses of Sri
Siksastaka:

ceto-darpana-marjanam
bhava-maha-davagni-nirvapanam
sreyah-kairava-candrika-vitaranarm
vidya-vadhii-jivanam
anandambudhi-vardhanam
prati-padam purnamrtasvadanam
sarvatma-snapanar
param vijayate $ri-krsna-sankirtanam

Let there be supreme victory for the
chanting of the holy name of Sr1 Krsna,
which cleanses the mirror of the heart and
completely extinguishes the blazing forest
fire of material existence. Sri-krsna-sankirtana

diffuses the soothing moon rays of bhava,

which cause the white lotus of good fortune
to bloom for the living entities. The holy
name is the life and soul of transcendental
knowledge, since Vidya (spiritual knowledge
personified) is Sri Nama Prabhu’s consort.
It continuously increases the ocean of
transcendental bliss, enabling one to taste
complete nectar at every step. The holy name
thoroughly bathes and cools the body, mind
and soul. (Sr1 Siksastaka, verse 1)

This is gaura-vani.

namnam akari bahudha nija-sarva-saktis
tatrarpita niyamitah smarane na kalah

etadrsi tava krpa bhagavan mamapi
durdaivam idrsam ihajani nanuragah

O Lord! Your holy name bestows all
auspiciousness upon the living entities.

Therefore, for the benefit of the jivas,

You eternally manifest Your innumerable
names, such as Rama, Narayana, Krsna,
Mukunda, Madhava, Govinda, Damodara,
and so on. You have invested those names
with all the potencies of Your respective
personal forms. By Your causeless mercy,
You have not even imposed any restrictions
on the chanting and remembrance of such
names as is the case with gayatri mantras,
which must be chanted only at specified
times of the day. In other words, the holy
name can be chanted and remembered at
any time of the day or night. This is the
provision You have made. O Lord! This

is Your causeless mercy upon the living
entities. Nonetheless, I am so unfortunate
due to committing offenses that I have not
awoken any attachment for Your holy name,

which is so easily accessible and bestows all

good fortune. (Sri Siksastaka, verse 2)
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No one had ever explained this
before. The holy names of the Supreme
Lord are invested with all the power
of their respective forms and pastimes.
Through the chanting of those holy names
Mahaprabhu not only gave love (general
prema), but more than this. He gave all
the progressive stages of prema, namely
sneha,E_ mdna,,r{. pranaya,,ﬁ_‘, raga,,rﬁ,
anuraga,|[s! bhava and even mahabhava.

In fact He gave even more than this; He
gave unnatojjvala-rasam sva-bhakti sriyam,
the love of the gopis who are engaged in
the direct service of Srimati Radhika. The
highest love, madandakhya-mahabhava,

is the monopoly of Srimati Radhika, but
Mahaprabhu enabled the fortunate jivas
(living entities) to have a slight touch of
that bhava so that they may serve Her.

»~ Gaura-vani Pracarine <

Mahaprabhu taught how to chant
in such a way that the powers of the holy
names are experienced to the highest extent.
In the different Ages (Satya-yuga, Treta-yuga
and Dvapara-yuga) the holy names of the
Lord were chanted, but in those former
Ages no one could attain the highest prema.

No incarnation before Mahaprabhu
could give such power in the holy names.
Neither Lord Ramacandra nor Lord
Nrsimmhadeva could give it. Even Krsna
cannot give this result in chanting,
because He is the enjoyer of prema, not its
reservoir. He only knows what it is like
to be the object of love, not its container.
This is gaura-vani.

trnad api sunicena taror api sahisnuna
amanina manadena kirtaniyah sada harih

Thinking oneself to be even lower and
more worthless than the insignificant
grass which is trampled beneath the feet
of all, being more tolerant than a tree,
accepting no honor but offering respect
to all others according to their respective
positions, one should continuously chant
the holy name of Sri Hari. (Sri Siksastaka,

verse 3)

No one had ever explained this
principle in such a way before, in all its
depth. Although humility is a characteristic
of all pure devotees, before Sri Caitanya
Mahaprabhu’s advent no one taught its
profound limits. Moreover, no one else
could give the exalted result of kirtana: the
manifestation of such humble devotional
sentiments.
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- . 1 ' I:
“That aspect of prema in which the me[tirlb of the heart for the lover is concentrated is called sneha, or affection. The symptom of such affectionis
that the lover cannot for a moment remain without the association of the beloved.” (Sri Caitanya-caritamrta, Madhya-(ila 19.178, purport)

[ al
N, 2 o

‘Srila Riipa Gosvams, in his Ujjvala-nilamani, explains the word mana thus: When the lover feels novel sweetness by exchanging hearty [omng
words but wishes to hide his feelings by crooked means, mana is experienced.” (Sr7 Caitanya-caritamrta, Madhya-(ila 2.66, purport)

My 3 e

“When there is a possibility of receiving direct honor but it is avoided, that love is called pranaya.” (Sri Caitanya-caritamrta, Madhya-(ila 2.66, purport)

rx“.-‘:. 4 ..-;,/‘.-

 “That stage at which affection for the beloved converts unhappiness into happiness is called raga, or attachment. When one has such attachment for Krsna, he =

can give up his own life to satisfy his beloved Krsna.” (Sri Caitanya-caritamrta, Madhya-lila 19.178, purport)

- R
‘Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura quotes Riipa Gosvami as follows: “The loving propensity of the asraya (devotee) toward the visaya (Lord) becomes ’
s0 ecstatic that even after enjoying the company of the beloved the devotee feels that his enjoyment is insufficient. At such a time, the lover sees the beloved in
fifferent ways. Such a development of ecstasy is called anurdga. When anuraga reaches its highest limit and becomes perceivable in the body, it is called Eﬁﬁw{.
! ﬁen the bodily symptoms are not very distinct, however, the emotional state is still called anurdga, not bhava. When bhava ecstasy is mtenszfzecf it is called
hava. The sym pfoms of mahabhava are visible only in the bodies of eternal associates [zlie the gopts.”” (St Caitanya- cantamrta, Madhya-(1la 6. po

""" E =

,_f_f - = —




Mahaprabhu told Svarapa Damodara
Gosvami and Ramananda Raya, “Hear from
Me the process by which one can easily
attain krsna-prema,” and then He uttered
the verse beginning trnad api sunicena.

Mahaprabhu became very pleased
when, by His order and inspiration, Sri Riipa
Gosvami explained the glory of the name:

tunde tandavini ratim vitanute
tundavali-labdhaye
karna-kroda-kadambini ghatayate
karnarbudebhyah sprham
cetah-prangana-sangini vijayate
sarvendriyanam krtim
no jane janita kiyadbhir amrtaih
krsneti varna-dvay1
I do not know how much nectar the two
syllables ‘Krs-na’ have produced. When the

holy name of Krsna is chanted, it appears

34

»~ Gaura-vani Pracarine <

to dance within the mouth. We then desire
many, many mouths. When that name
enters the holes of the ears, we desire
many millions of ears. And when the holy
name dances in the courtyard of the heart,
it conquers the activities of the mind, and
therefore all the senses become inert. (Sri

Caitanya-caritamrta, Antya-lila 1.99)

Hearing this verse from Srila Rapa
Gosvamli, Srila Haridasa Thakura began to
jump, laugh and chant, “Hari bol! Hari bol!”
This is also gaura-vani.

na dhanam na janam na sundarim
kavitam va jagad-isa kamaye
mama janmani janmanisvare
bhavatad bhaktir ahaituki tvayi
O Jagadisa, I do not desire wealth, followers

such as wife, sons, friends and relatives,

nor mundane knowledge expressed in

poetic language. My only desire O Lord of
my life, is that birth after birth I may have
unmotivated devotional service unto Your

lotus feet. (Sri Siksastaka, verse 4)

Give up all worldly sense gratifica-
tion. Don’t pray for a good wife, a good
family, salvation or anything else; only
pray for causeless bhakti — service to
the love that is in the heart of Srimati
Radhika. Such bhakti or devotional service
is established when the spiritual potencies
hladini (Krsna’s pleasure potency) and
samvit (Krsna’s knowledge potency),
manifest in one’s heart on the platform of
sandhini (Krsna’s existence potency).

Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu tells us
who we are, in the next Siksastaka verse:

ayi nanda-tanuja kinkaram
patitam mam visame bhavambudhau
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krpaya tava pada-pankaja-
sthita-dhuli-sadrsam vicintaya

O Nanda-nandana, please be merciful

upon me, Your eternal servant, fallen in the
turbulent ocean of material existence as a
result of my fruitive actions. Please consider
me as a particle of dust affixed to Your lotus
feet and accept me forever as Your bound

servant. (Sri Siksastaka, verse 5)

No one had ever used this language

before. No one had ever told us that we
should desire to be a particle of dust at the
lotus feet of the son of Nanda Maharaja.
[This fifth verse is elaborately explained in
“Chapter 2 Special Section” on page 42—47.]
In particular, no one had ever told us:

nayanam galad-asru-dharaya
vadanam gadgada-ruddhaya gira

pulakair nicitam vapuh kada,
tava nama-grahane bhavisyati

O Lord! When will my eyes be filled with a
stream of tears? When will my voice choke
up? And when will the hairs of my body
stand erect in ecstasy as I chant Your holy

name? (Sri Siksastaka, verse 6)

All varieties of asta-sattvika-bhava/s’
(eight ecstatic symptoms) were present
in Mahaprabhu’s body. With a choked
voice and bodily hairs standing on end,
He prayed, “When will a day come that I
can chant while weeping, my bodily hairs
standing on end and My heart melting?”

No one had ever seen all
these symptoms before Sr1 Caitanya
Mahaprabhu exhibited them. Valmiki Rsi,
Dhruva Maharaja and Prahlada Maharaja

“The eight ecstatic
symptoms are: the
state of being stunned,
perspiration, standing
of the hairs on end,

faltering of the voice,
trembling, fading of the
body’s color, tears and
devastation.”

(877 Caitanya-caritamrta,
Antya-ila 14.99, purport)
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experienced some ecstatic symptoms, but
not to this extent. Mahaprabhu taught this

wonderful phenomenon. He also taught us:

yugayitam nimesena
caksusa pravrsayitam

Sunydyitam jagat sarvam
govinda-virahena me

O sakhi, in separation from Govinda, even
a moment seems like a millennium. Tears
begin to shower from my eyes like rain
from the clouds, and this entire world

seems void. (Sr1 Siksastaka, verse 7) .r7_

There are hardly any qualified
persons to realize all the truths in this
verse. That rare person who realizes this
verse will give up his body, because the
material body cannot tolerate the ecstatic
emotions of pure prema.

»~ Gaura-vani Pracarine <

Sriman Mahaprabhu also taught:

aslisya va pada-ratam pinastu mam
adarsanan marma-hatam karotu va

yatha tatha va vidadhatu lampato
mat-prana-nathas tu sa eva naparah

Let Krsna tightly embrace this maidservant
who is attached to the service of His lotus
feet, and thus make me His very own.

Or let Him break my heart by not being
present before Me. He is a debauchee

and can do whatever He likes. Even if He
sports with other lovers directly in front of
Me, He is still my Pranandatha [the Lord of
my life]. There is no one other than Him.
(Sri Siksastaka, verse 8) Lrs:

The transcendental emotions
revealed in this verse cannot be found in
this world; they are only found in Goloka

Vrndavana-dhama. We should pray that

a day will come when we can become a
maidservant of Srimati Radhika under the
guidance of the gopis, especially Srimati
Lalita devi, Srimati Visakha devi and Sri
Riapa-manjari. This is gaura-vani.

Kept in His Books

This is the teaching of Parama-
pijyapada Srila Bhaktivedanta Swami
Mabharaja, although, in the beginning he
had to cut so many jungles of mayavada
(impersonalism), nirvisesa (voidism) and
sahajiya B philosophies. He saw that
it would take a long time to make the
land fertile for understanding, and he
therefore kept all these elevated truths
in his transcendental literatures. If any
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“In My agitation, a day never ends, for every moment seems like a millennium. Pouring incessant tears, My eyes are like clouds in the rainy season. The three
worlds have become void because of separation from Govinda. I feel as if I were burning alive in a slow fire. Lord Krsna has become indifferent to Me just to
test My love, and My friends say, ‘“Better to disregard Him.' While Srimati Radharani was thinking in this way, the characteristics of natural love became
manifest because of Her pure heart. The ecstatic symptoms of envy, great eagerness, humility, zeal and supplication all became manifest at once. In that

mood, the mind of Srimati Radharani was agitated, and therefore She spoke a verse of advanced devotion to Her gopi friends. In the same spirit of ecstasy, Sri
Caitanya Mahaprabhu recited that verse, and as soon as He did so, He felt like Srimatt Radharant.” (Sri Caitanya-caritamrta, Antya-(ila 20.40-46) Y

My dear friend, just hear the decision of My mind. Krsna is the Lord of My life in all conditions, whether He shows Me affection or Kills Me by giving Me

nhappiness. Sometimes Krsna gives up the company of other gopis and becomes controlled, mind and body, by Me. Thus He manifests My good fortune and
* gives others distress by performing His loving affairs with Me. Or, since after all He is a very cunning, obstinate debauchee with a propensity to cheat, He takes
‘to the company of other women. He then indulges in loving affairs with them in front of Me, to give distress to My mind. Nevertheless, He is still the Lord of
y life. 1 do not mind My personal distress. I only wish for the happiness of Krsna, for His happiness is the goal of My life. However, if He feels great happiness
in giving Me distress, that distress is the best of My happiness. If Krsna, attracted by the beauty of some other woman, wants to enjoy with her but is unhappy
because He cannot get her, I fall down at her feet, catch her hand and bring her to Krsna to engage her for His happiness. If a gopt envious of Me satisfies Krsna
and Krsna desires fier, I shall not hesitate to go to her house and become her maidservant, for then My happiness will be awakened.” (SrT Caitanya-caritamrta,
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According to their philosophy, through sexual indulgence one can elevate oneself to

the spiritual platform.” (Srimad-Bhagavatam 4.29.14, purport)

‘Some materialistic sahajiyas, who cannot actually understand the pastimes of Radha

and Krsna, manufacture their own life-styles without referring to authority. Such
sahajiyas are called sakhi-bheKi, and sometimes they are called gaura-nagari. They
believe that the material body, which is fit to be eaten by jacKals and dogs, is enjoyable

for Krsna. Consequently they artificially decorate the material body to attract Krsna,

thinking themselves sakhis. But Krsna is never attracted by the artificial grooming

of the material body. As far as Srimati Radharant and Her gopis are concerned, their

bodies, homes, dresses, ornaments, endeavors and activities are all spiritual. All of
these are meant to satisfy the spiritual senses of Krsna. Indeed, tﬁey are so pleasing
and endearing to Krsna that He is subjugated ﬁy the mf[uence of Srimati Ratfﬁaram
am{ Her friends.” (StT Caitanya- cuntumrtaw dhy

of his disciples would become qualified
to go deeply into those truths, all this
vani would be found there. He wanted
to more openly preach gaura-vani, but it
was rare to find a student who could go
so deep. Most of his students could not
understand and properly follow him.

Gaura-vani-pracarine — Lord Sri
Krsna sent him for this. You must know
all this vani, and be very strong in
preaching and glorifying him.

Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu inspired
gaura-vani in the hearts of our Gosvamis,
like Srila Ripa Gosvami, Srila Raghunatha
dasa Gosvami and Srila Jiva Gosvami,
who instructed Srila Narottama dasa
Thakura and Srila Syamananda Prabhu.
These teachings were then transmitted
to Srila Visvanatha Cakravarti Thakura,
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Srila Baladeva Vidyabhtisana, Srila
Jagannatha dasa Babaji Maharaja, Srila
Bhaktivinoda Thakura, Srila Prabhupada
Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura, my
Gurudeva Srila Bhakti Prajiana Kesava
Gosvami Maharaja, and so many other
associates of Srila Prabhupada Sarasvati
Thakura. One of Srila Sarasvati Thakura’s
hands was Srila Bhaktivedanta Swami
Maharaja, who travelled to Western

and Eastern countries and preached
everywhere in just a few years. We should
try to know his glories.

Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati
Thakura is described in his pranama-
mantra as gaura-vani murti. Miurti means
embodiment; he is the embodiment of
gaura-vani, and Srila Swami Maharaja is
in the same line. He is not different from

Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura.
The term ‘Prabhupadanuga’ is a wrong
idea. Srila Prabhupada Bhaktivedanta
Swami Maharaja and Srila Prabhupada
Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura are
both followers of Srila Rapa Gosvami, and
therefore they are ripanuga. Following
them, we are all ripanuga. o

The Platform of Bhakti

Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura has
also collected gaura-vani in his Dasa-miila
Siksa, and you should very carefully note
its meaning in your heart. He wrote
that vani in Jaiva-dharma, his final and
greatest book. Jaiva-dharma is an authentic
literature, and it is the essence of all the
Vedas, Upanisads, Srimad-Bhagavatam, Sri

R TR -
e PO

“We Gaudiya Vaisnavas, we are Known
as Ripanuga. Ripanuga means the

~ followers of Riipa Gosvami. So why

!

' we should become followers of Ripa

Gosvami? Because .S/rf-cuitanya-mano
‘bhistarn sthapitari yena bhil-tale.

He wanted to establish the mission of
SrT Caitanya Mahaprabhu.” (Srimad-
Bhagavatam 5.5.2, Hyderabad, April 13,
1975)

“Ritpa Gosvami and Sandtana Gosvami
are the most exalted servitors of Srimati
Radharant and Lord SrT Caitanya
Mahaprabhu. Those who adhere to
their service are Known as rilpanuga
devotees.” (Sri Caitanya-caritamrta,
Madhya-(ila 8.246, purport)
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Caitanya-caritamrta and all the books of

our Gosvamis. Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura
wrote there:

amnayah praha tattvam harim iha
paramam sarva-Saktim rasabdhim

tad-bhinnamsams ca jivan prakrti-kavalitan

tad-vimuktams ca bhavad
bhedabheda-prakasam sakalam api hareh
sadhanam suddha-bhaktim
sadhyam tat-pritim evety upadisati jandan
gaura-candrah svayam sah

1) Pramana (evidence): The teachings
of the Vedas received through guru-
parampara (disciplic succession) are
known as amnaya (meaning that which
is committed to memory). The infallible
evidence of the Vedas, of the smrti-Sastras
headed by the Srimad-Bhagavatam, as

well as evidence such as direct sense

perception that concurs with the
guidance of the Vedas, are all accepted as
pramana. This pramana establishes the
following prameyas (fundamental truths):

2) Parama-tattva: SriHari (Sri Nanda-nandana)
alone is the Supreme Absolute Truth.

3) Sarva-saktiman: Sri Krsna is the
possessor of unlimited, multifarious
potencies.

4) Akhila-rasamrta-sindhu: He is the ocean
of nectarean mellows.

5) Vibhinnamsa-tattva: Both the mukta
(liberated) and baddha (conditioned)
jivas are His eternally separated parts and
parcels.

6) Baddha-jivas: Conditioned souls are
covered by maya.

7) Mukta-jivas: Liberated souls are free from
maya.

8) Acintya-bhedabheda-tattva: The entire

universe, consisting of conscious, sentient

fra
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jivas and non-sentient matter, is Sri
Hari’s acintya-bhedabheda-tattva. That is
to say, it is His manifestation which is

inconceivably both one with and different
from Him.

9) Suddha-bhakti: Pure devotional service

is the only practice (sadhana) to attain
perfection.

10) Krsna-priti: Transcendental love and
affection for Krsna is the one and only
final object of attainment (sadhya-vastu).

The Supreme Personality of Godhead Sri

Gaurangadeva has herein instructed ten

distinct tattvas (fundamental truths) to the

faithful jivas. (Sri Dasa Mula Tattva, Sloka 1)

One day you will have to know all
these truths, and then you will be able to
enter the realm of bhakti, pure devotional
service. By the fruit of chanting the holy

name in elevated association, you must
come to this point. This is the platform of
bhakti. If there is no platform, there will
be no bhakti. In that case, even if you are
chanting, after some time you will fall
down — even from sannydasa. rf
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) z
[The following is an excerpt from a lecture in

Badger, California, on June 4, 2002. It contains
an explanation of the fifth verse of Siksastaka, as
referenced in chapter 2 page 35.]

I have explained about Srila Swami
Maharaja’s glory in other classes. What is
gaura-vani? It is the glories of the gopis.

* % %

I want to give the real objective of Srila
Swami Maharaja’s preaching. Some persons
without devotion are preaching and dancing
in nagar-sankirtana and simul-taneously
making money and situating themselves in
good positions. A new boy, just coming to
Krsna consciousness, can dance vigorously for
twenty-four hours, but this does not indicate
spiritual advancement. This is not such a high
thing. It is the mood that is important.

» Gaura-vani Pracarine <

Srila Swami Maharaja was not
dancing by his own will. His dancing
was fully controlled by the mood of the
gopis, and he wanted to give that highest
love and affection. This is the main
principle to understand.

This was his mission, and I also
want to give this. Your bhakti should be
like a stream of the Ganges River, always
flowing. It should not stop at any place
in this world, otherwise it will become
contaminated and polluted.

Oh Son of King Nanda

In the seventh stage of sadhana,
called krsna—dsakti,@ the devotee’s heart
melts and he weeps bitterly:

ayi nanda-tanuja kinkararm
patitam mam visame bhavambudhau
krpaya tava pada-pankaja-
sthita-dhuli-sadrsam vicintaya

O Nanda-nandana, please be merciful
upon me, Your eternal servant, fallen in
the turbulent ocean of material existence
as a result of my fruitive actions. Please
consider me as a particle of dust affixed
to Your lotus feet and accept me forever as

Your bound servant. (Sri Siksastaka, verse 5)

Here Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu is
praying, “Oh Master of My life! Oh son
of Nanda! Oh son of Yasoda-devi! Don’t
forget Me. Don’t take Me from Your lotus
feet. I want to remain there and serve

2

You.

—
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The gopis have prayed like this, for

ecns ey - o l they also desire to serve Sri Krsna:
TR TT

tan nah prasida vrjinardana te ‘nghri-mulam
‘So Bhagavan says, the Supreme Personality of Godhead, the supreme authority, P 1 8

says that “You require to transfer your dsakti, attachment, to Me.' Everyone has I prapta visrjya vasatis tvad-upasanasah

got asakti. Asakti means attachment, this material attachment. Someone has got tvat-sundara-smita-niriksana-tivra-kama

attachment for his family, some to society, some to nation, some in business and.
s0 many things. Asakti is there. But to make your life perfect, you have to transfer

the asakti to Krsna. In the Western countries, I have seen, most of them, they have

- got no family, no asakti in family, but because the asakti is there, every one of them Keeps a dog. So

they are accustomed to place their asakti to cats and dogs. That means asakti cannot be finished.
That is not possible. So you haven't got to learn what is dsakti. Asakti is there. Everyone has got _
experience. Simply that asakti, that tendency of attachment, should be transferred to Krsna. s Bud wEhaTeio dapiFOTREL T
That is Vrndavana life. In Vindavana the center of asakti is Krsna. There is Nanda Maharaja, to serve You. Our hearts are burning
- Yasoda — they have asakti to Krsna. The younyg girls, they have got asakti to Krsna. The cowherd with intense desires generated by Your

taptatmanam purusa-bhiisana dehi dasyam

Therefore, O vanquisher of all distress,
please show us mercy. To approach Your

lotus feet we abandoned our families and

beautiful smiling glances. O jewel among
men, please make us Your maidservants.
(Srimad-Bhagavatam 10.29.38)

Baladeva Prabhu also prays for
service, and Nanda Baba prays for service
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when he is in a mood of separation.
Krsna-dasyam, service to Sri Krsna, is
very beautiful.

Service to Krsna has two sides:
the right side and the left side. Krsna’s
service is on the right side, and service
to Srimati Radhika is on the left.

The left side gives a greater relish in
transcendental mellows.

Ayi nanda-tanuja kinkarar krpaya.

In this stage of sadhana, a semblance
of siddha-deha sometimes manifests.
What is siddha-deha? Each jiva is part
and parcel of the Supreme Lord. Lord
Krsna’s body is beautiful, His sidelong
glances are beautiful, His relationships
are beautiful, and everything else
about Him is complete and beautiful.
In the same way, even jivas who are in
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a conditioned state have very beautiful
forms latent in their constitutional
positions; their spiritual bodies are so

beautiful that they can attract even Krsna.

Very high-class moods are also present
within each jiva, in a latent, seed-like
position, although they are now covered
by maya.

Oh Daughter of King Vrsabhanu

Upon the manifestation of asakti, the

devotee thinks in the ways expressed by
Srila Prabodhananda Sarasvati Thakura,
an intimate associate of Sri Caitanya
Mahaprabhu. I will discuss one of Srila
Prabodhananda Sarasvati Thakura’s
verses, which has a very elevated mood
within it:

venum karan nipatitam skhalitarm sikhandam
bhrastaica pita-vasanam vraja-raja-sunoh

yasyah kataksa-sara-ghata-vimurcchitasya
tam radhikam paricarami kada rasena

When will I delight in the service of Srimati
Radharani? When Krsna is struck by the
arrow of Her side-long glance, He faints,
His flute falls from His hands, the peacock
feathers on His head become loosened,

and His yellow scarf slips from His neck.
(Radha-rasa-sudha-nidhi, verse 39)

Venum karan nipatitarn: Srila
Bhaktivinoda Thakura has quoted this
verse to explain the stage of prema called
anuraga. [See footnote 5.] Sri Krsna is
ever fresh and new (nitya-navina), and in
this stage He is experienced as newer and

newer at every moment. Once Srimati

—
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Radhika told Her sakhis, “I've never seen
this black person before. Never in My
whole life have I seen Him.”

Lalita replied, “I saw you sitting in
His lap just today.”

Radhika then said, “Oh, I have never
seen Him before. That was another person.
I've never seen this one.”

Service to Sri Radha

This is an example of the stage
of love and affection called anuraga.
In Sanskrit there are many words for
the various stages of prema, whereas
in English there are only the words
“love” and “affection”. The English
language uses the same words for both
transcendental prema and worldly prema.

Sanskrit is not like this. Worldly prema
is actually lust, not love. Transcendental
prema begins with sraddha, and gradually
develops to nistha, ruci and asakti, and
then to rati, prema, sneha, mana, raga,
anurdaga, bhava, and mahabhava. These are
different gradations of love, and they are
distinct from each other.

Sri Krsna Himself desires the prema
of Srimati Radhika

aparikalita-purvah kas
camatkara-kari
sphurati mama gariyan
esa madhurya-purah
ayam aham api hanta preksya
yam lubdha-cetah
sarabhasam upabhoktum

kamaye radhikeva

Who manifests an abundance of sweetness
greater than Mine, which has never been
experienced before and which causes wonder
to all? Alas, I Myself, My mind bewildered
upon seeing this beauty, impetuously desire
to enjoy it like Radhika. (Sr1 Caitanya-
caritamrta Adi-lila 4.146)

The verse of Srila Prabodhananda
Sarasvatl Thakura, beginning “venum
karan nipatitam” explains Srimati
Radhika’s mahabhava. A devotee in the
stage of asakti can think about this after
he has heard about such topics from
great souls like Madhavendra Puripada,
[svara Puripada, Svartipa Damodara, Raya
Ramananda, Rapa Gosvami, Raghunatha
dasa Gosvami, Krsnadasa Kaviraja,
Visvanatha Cakravarti Thakura and
also Bhaktivinoda Thakura, the seventh
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Gosvami. One who is in the association
of these exalted personalities can think
about this when he has attained asakti.
He cannot do so before then.

Srila Prabodhananda Sarasvati
Thakura prays, “When will the time come
that I can continuously serve Srimati Kisoriji
(Radhika) with rasa, the natural emotion
of my spiritual form?” Here, Prabodhananda
Sarasvatl is glorifying the highest, topmost
love — the madanakhya-bhava of Srimati
Radhika. Madandakhya-bhava is only in
Srimati Radhika. It is not even in Lalita or
Visakha, nor is it in Krsna. Krsna appeared
in the form of Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu
to taste Radhika’s love — to realize
madanakhya-bhava.

Once Padma, the best sakhi of
Candravali, tried to induce Krsna to meet
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with Candravali. She told Him, “Candravali
isnearby. She will die if You do not meet her.
If You delay, she will surely die. Come with
meatonce.” Speakinglike this, she took Krsna
to Candravali’s secluded forest grove.

In the meantime, Radhika was
waiting for Krsna — and waiting for death.
Feeling she would very soon die without
Him, She was lamenting and crying
grievously, “Where is Krsna? Where is
Krsna?”

Her highly intelligent and expert
maidservant Rapa-manjari told Her,
“Don’t lament. I will bring that cheater
immediately. He is a good person by nature,
but Padma is very tricky and crooked.
She has somehow allured Him, but I
will bring Him very soon. Please don’t
lament.”

After some time, Ripa-manjari
arrived at Candravali’s kuiija and told
Krsna, “Oh, You are here with Candravali?!
A huge demon named Kesi has come,
preparing to kill Your father and mother,
all the Vrajavasis and all the cows and
calves — and You are here?!”

Krsna exclaimed, “What shall T do?
Oh Candravali, Oh Padma, please wait
here. I will return very soon, immediately
after I have killed that demon. If I don’t
go, he will kill everyone. So wait a little;

I will return right away.” Thus, He left to
meet Radhika.

Radhika had been piteously lament-
ing, but somehow, by a trick, Rapa-manjari
brought Sri Krsna to Her. She had been
lamenting until then, crying out, “When
will Krsna come? When will Krsna come?”

—
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As soon as He arrived, however, She
became contrary and demanded, “Where
have You been? I don’t want to talk to You!”
and She turned Her face away from Him.

This is the nature of the highest love
and affection. Radhika may be lamenting
and weeping for Krsna, but when He
approaches Her, She will be contrary.
Then, when He leaves, She will again
lament and weep, crying out, “Where has
He gone?” This is the nature of prema.

Krsna is also tricky. If Radhika and
the gopis pray to Him in a submissive
mood, He becomes contrary, and when
they are in a contrary mood He will
become submissive. This is a symptom of
mahabhava.

Krsna is extremely beautiful, and
charming, and He stealthily engages his

enchanting sidelong glances in attracting
the gopis. He can attract all the gopis,
but when Radhika looks towards Him
with Her sidelong glances, He Himself is
attracted. He is struck by the arrow of Her
glance.

In this verse, Srila Prabodhananda
Sarasvatl Thakura is expressing the
supreme position of Srimati Radhika.
Krsna has been standing, but now He
can no longer stand. His flute falls from
His hand, and His peacock feather crown
falls from His head and lands at Srimati
Radhika’s lotus feet. His yellow cloth
becomes loose and begins to slip, and He
faints.

That very Krsna, the Supreme Lord

whose side-long glances attract all the gopis

and force them to faint, now drops His flute,

His peacock feather and His chadar, and He
becomes unconscious. Srila Prabodhananda
Sarasvati Thakura therefore prays, “When
will I be fortunate enough to serve Radhika’s
lotus feet with rasa?”

A sadhaka in the stage of asakti
can remember and realize these pastimes
to some extent, whereas even those who
are at the stage of ruci cannot do so.
When this stage of asakti develops a little
further, the sadhaka attains the stage of
rati (bhava), and then his full spiritual
form manifests. At that stage the devotee
will always serve Sr1 Sri Radha and Krsna
in Their asta-kaliya-lila (eight-fold daily
pastimes), which appears in his heart.
After that he will go to Krsna’s prakata-lila
(manifest pastimes) in Vraja, and he will

very soon become fully perfect. -;_1;3\_




“lalita-lavanga-lata”
pada gaoyana

nrtya Kari’ bulena prabhu

nija-gana lafia

prati-vrksa-vallt aiche
bhramite bhramite

asokera tale Krsne
dekhena acambite

Krsna dekhi’ mahaprabhu
dhana calila

age dekhi’ hasi’ Krsna
antardhana ha-ila

age paila Krsne,
tanre punah harana
bhiimete padila prabhu
miircchita hafia



In this atmosphere, S17 Caitanya

Mahaprabhu had His associates
sing a verse from the Gita-
govinda, beginning with the
words “Lalita-lavanga-lata,”
as He danced and wandered
about with them. As He thus
wandered around every tree
and creeper, He came beneath
an asoka tree and suddenly saw
Lord Krsna. He began running
very swiftly, but Krsna smiled
and disappeared. Having first
gotten Krsna and then having
lost Him again, He fell to the
ground unconscious.

-Caitanya-caritamrta,
Antya-lila 19.84-87
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lalita-lavanga-lata-parisilana
komala-malaya-samire
madhukara-nikara-karambita
kokila-kujita-kunja-kutire
viharati harir iha sarasa-vasante
nrtyati yuvati-janena samam
sakhi virahi-janasya durante

My dear friend Radha, alas! Springtime

is excruciating for the forlorn and lonely-
hearted. Look! The Malaya breeze is
enchanting as it arrives and impetuously
embraces the tender, charming creepers
again and again. The forest bower is
permeated with the sweet kuhu sound of
the cuckoos and the drone of bees as they
meander to and fro. Moreover, Krsna is
dancing in this forest bower. He is enjoying

romantic pastimes with some fortunate
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young lady while immersed in a festival of

love. (Gita-govinda, Act 1 verse 28)

§ ou just heard the kirtana
{ of Sri Jayadeva Gosvami’s
Gita-govinda, and now I will
explain it.

Srimati Radhika had determined, “I
will have no further relation with Krsna. I
will not go to meet Him.”

Sri Krsna was upset to hear about
Her resolve, and He therefore sent a gopi
to change Her mind. That gopi told Her:
“New leaves have sprouted on all the
trees. Cuckoos are singing in the fifth
note and peacocks are dancing beautifully.
All have become maddened and all are
attracted to come to Krsna. Please come.

Do you know what will happen if You

do not come at this time? So many other
gopis want to meet with Him and please
Him. He may accept them and betray You,
so don’t delay. Come, follow me.”

Now Srimati Radhika wondered,
“What should I do? What should I do?”

Lalita came and instructed Her,
“Don’t go. Don’t care about Him.”

Srimati Radhika said, “Oh Lalita,

I cannot obey you because I am dying in
separation. Whatever will happen will
happen, but I must go.”

Although She spoke like this, She did
not go to meet with Him, but continued to
lament and weep. This is the purport.

The aim of all our efforts in sadhana
(devotional practices) and bhajana

R
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(meditations) is absorbtion in and service
to this lamentation and weeping of Srimati
Radhika. The goal of our lives is to attain
the exalted position as Her maidservant, but
such attainment is very rare in this world.
This is why I am teaching the
very gradual progression on the path of
bhakti, beginning from $raddha (initial
faith), and then coming to sadhu-sanga
(association with pure devotees), bhajana-
kriya (engagement in devotional practices),
anartha-nivrtti (freedom from obstacles),
nistha (steadiness), ruci (taste), asakti
(deep attachment to Krsna) and then bhava
(spiritual ecstasy). In the stage of bhava,
the transcendental mood of bhakti — the
essence of samvit and hladini mixing on
the platform of sandhini — will come into
your heart. When it comes, if you are not

distracted by Candravali or others’ service,
you may approach the lotus feet of Srimati
Radhika and serve Her.

Those who have no taste in hearing
topics of the sweet pastimes of Srimati
Radhika and Sri Krsna are bound to fall
down. They will never be able to control
their senses. Srila Bhaktivedanta Swami
Maharaja wanted all his disciples to
develop a transcendental greed for hearing
these pastimes, otherwise they would be
bound to fall down. Since his departure,
thousands have fallen. So try to develop
your Krsna consciousness.

His Real Mission

Perhaps you know the glories of

Srila Swami Maharaja, my Siksa-guru.

Just like other dacaryas in our guru-
parampara, he was ordered by his
spiritual master to preach the mission
of Sr1 Caitanya Mahaprabhu in the line
of Srila Ripa Gosvami. That is why the
words gaura-vani-pracarine are in his
pranama-mantra.

Nirvisesa-sunyavadi also appears
in it, because he cut the jungles of
Mayavada (impersonalism) and Sunyavada
(Buddhism, voidism). Mayavada and
Buddhist philosophies are prevalent
throughout the world, whereas true
devotees are very rare.

In the guise of devotees, the
Mayavadis, stunyavadis and sakhibheki
(materialistic devotees who think they
can enjoy spiritual conjugal love with this
gross body) are everywhere.
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Gaura-vani especially refers to that
which Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu spoke
with His lotus mouth. For example, He
taught all spiritual truths to Srila Rapa
Gosvami in Prayaga. There he told him,
“Bhakti-rasa, the transcendental mellow
of pure devotional service, is endless and
boundless; it is deeper than an ocean.

I am giving you only one drop, but this
drop is so powerful that it will drown the
entire world.” Mahaprabhu taught Srila
Riapa Gosvami about the five primary
relationships (neutrality, servitude,
friendship, parental affection and
conjugal love), as well as all other topics
in relation to bhakti-rasa.

He also inspired gaura-vani in the
heart of Sri Raya Ramananda. He asked
questions to Raya Ramananda, and He also
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inspired the answers in Raya Ramananda’s
heart. 2 Both these examples are gaura-
vani, the highest love and affection of Vraja,
Vrndavana, and ultimately Srimati Radhika’s
love. This is the pinnacle of His teaching.

Srila Swami Maharaja came to
preach this mission everywhere, but it was
rare to find a real follower. At the end of
his manifest stay in this world he told me,
“I have collected so many disciples. By the
movement of nama-sankirtana there was
a revolution, but all in all 'm not seeing
the fruit of what I wanted to give. Can you
help?”

I told him, “I don’t know all the
truths of pure bhakti, but if you, my
Gurudeva, Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu and
Srila Riipa Gosvami inspire those truths in
me, then I can preach as you desire.”

who is Known as Gauranga, i.

the ocean of all conclusive Knowledge in

devotional service. He empowered ST

Ramananda Raya, who may be likened ._

to a cloud of devotional service. This
cloud was filled with the water of all
the conclusive purports of devotional
service and was empowered by the
ocean to spread this water over the
ocean of Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu
Himself. Thus the ocean of Caitanya
Mahaprabhu became filled with
the jewels of the Knowledge of pure
devotional service.” (St1 Caitanya
Caritamrta, Madhya-(i(a 8.1)

- T . s
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I have thus come here to remind
you of his real mission. As a bosom friend, L
I want to tell you that service to Srimati
Radhika is the aim and object of our
lives. Try to understand this. If you have
a very small particle of eagerness for this
ultimate devotion, you will never deviate
and your life will be successful. Try to
remove all your unwanted desires, and
understand gaura-vani. @/

Walking in Red Square, Moscow







“,..Regarding your question about my Guru
Maharaja, I never told anyone that He was
one of the eight sakhis. I do not know how
you got this news. According to Vaisnava
principles, nobody should think or imagine
somebody as Krishna, Radharani, or Their
associates. Everyone should aspire to
follow the footprints of such associates.
If somebody thinks that somebody is Radha
or Krishna, that is not sanctioned by the
Vaisnava philosophy. So far as I know, my

Guru Maharaja’s position was one of the
assistants of the manjaris...”

|l e

AC: Bhaktlvedanta_ Swami—-—

S

[Letter to Hamsaduta ,16 January, 1969]
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rila Bhaktivinoda Thakura
gave us two jewels. First,
he identified the sacred

irhpce Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu

and thus manifested Gaura-dhama.
Before him, no one knew where Sri
Caitanya Mahaprabhu had taken birth, or
where Sridhama Mayapura was actually
located. Second, he gave the jewel of
Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura,
who preached throughout the world
the glories of Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu,
Sri Nityananda Prabhu, the ripanuga
disciplic line and Sr1 Sri Radha-Krsna.
After the disappearance of Srila
Baladeva Vidyabhuisana, pure bhakti was

» Gaura-vani Pracarine «

somewhat covered until the appearance

of Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura and Srila
Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Gosvami. The
sahajiyas’ ideas were spread throughout Sri
Vraja-dhama and Sri Navadvipa-dhama,
and because of their influence there were
very few real Vaisnavas (devotees).

The sahajiyas were degraded in
character, and they committed the most
sinful acts in the name of Sri Caitanya
Mahaprabhu and His philosophy. Their
conception of parakiya (transcendental
paramour love) and vaisnava-dharma
(Vaisnava religion) was living with
another man’s widow, singing, dancing,
smoking cigarettes and drinking wine.
As a result of their influence, none of the
learned and aristocratic people wanted
to hear the words “Gaudiya Vaisnavas,”

what to speak of follow them. They hated
Gaudiya Vaisnavas.

My Gurudeva counted eleven sahajiya
groups, like gaura-nagari, sakhi-bekhi, aul
and baula. Their main function was widow
bhajana, and they maintained their lives
by performing professional kirtanas during
funeral processions. After following a dead
body and singing, they would receive a
donation from the relatives of the deceased.
True vaisnava-dharma is completely pure,
but all aristocratic persons began to hate it
because of the behavior of the sahajiyas.

At that time, Srila Prabhupada
Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura
appeared in Sr1 Jagannatha Puri-dhama
as the son of Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura.
He was born with many symptoms of
a great spiritual personality, such as
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natural tilaka marks on his body and
the impression on his neck of kanti-mala
(neck beads made from the sacred tulasi
plant).

When he was five years old, Srila
Bhaktivinoda Thakura personally gave
him harinama initiation and the mantras
to worship Lord Karma-deva, and he
began to learn many things. He was
always with Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura,
carrying his Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu,
Ujjvala-nilamani, Sri Caitanya-caritamrta
and other books on his head as he
accompanied him to various places to
preach or give class. From the beginning
of his life, he had very good sarmskaras
(impressions on the heart).

These were his human-like pastimes,
because actually he is eternally situated in

Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura in his childhood

service to Srimati Radhika and is very near
and dear to Her. In his pranama-mantra,
he is referred to as $r1 varsabhanavi-devi
dayitaya. Varsabhanavi-devi is one of the
names for Srimati Radhika, and dayitaya
means near and dear. He is also addressed
as krsna-presthaya. Krsna has so much
love and affection for the marnjaris, the
maidservants of Srimati Radhika, so Srila
Sarasvatl Thakura Prabhupada is also near
and dear to Him.

His pranama-mantra addresses him
as gaura-vani sri-mirtaye, the embodiment
or personification of gaura-vani, just as
Srila Bhaktivedanta Swami Maharaja is
gaura-vani pracarine. We must contemplate
deeply to uncover the inner meaning of
this. Gaura-vani refers to that which Lord
Gaura (Sacinandana Gaurahari) preached,
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and what He inspired in the heart of Srila
Ripa Gosvami — the glorification of the
mood of the gopis and Srimati Radhika.

Sri Gauracandra told His associates,
“Oh Nityananda, Oh Haridasa Prabhul!
Go from door to door and preach: bolo
krsna, bhaja krsna, karo krsna. Chant the
names of Krsna, worship Krsna and serve
Krsna.” This is gaura-vani.

Gaura-vani is also what Sri Caitanya
Mahaprabhu discussed with Sri Raya
Ramananda and Sri Svaripa Damodara
in the Gambhira, especially His hidden
revelation of the meaning of the first and
last two verses of Sri Siksastaka. Gaura-vani
is also the love and affection explained by
Srila Rapa Gosvami in Sri Bhakti-rasamrta-
sindhu, Sr1 Ujjvala-nilamani, Sr1 Vidagdha-
madhava [3] and Sri Lalita-madhava.

» Gaura-vani Pracarine «

“The Vidagdha-madhava is a drama of Lord Krsna's pastimes in ‘l{rr:‘z{:_ivéq _-

Srila Riipa Gosvami finished this book in the year 1454 Sakabda (A.D.
1532).” (Sri Caitanya-caritamrta, Madhya-(ila 1.41, purport)

' “This work named Vidagdha-madhava L[epicts the characteristic pastimes of

with tﬁe gopis.” (Srt Caltanya caritamrta, Antya-lila 1.138)

N 14

deals with festivities in the evening, the second with the Killing of the Sanikhaciida, the thi
with maddened Srimati Radharani, the fourth with Radharant’s proceeding toward Krst
the fifth with the achievement of Candravali, the sixth with the achievement of Lalitd,

the seventh with the meeting in Nava-vrndavana, the eighth with the enjoyment in Nava-

vrndavana, the ninth with looKing over pictures, and the tenth with complete satisfaction
of the mind. Thus, the entire drama is divided i into ten parts. (5‘r1 Caitanya-caritamrta,

.‘Mazfﬁya fila 1.41, purpart)
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If He Had Not Come

Our entire disciplic succession
descended to this world from Goloka
Vrndavana, and Srila Bhaktisiddhanta
Sarasvati Thakura is one of the most
prominent dcaryas. If he had not come,
Caitanya Mahaprabhu’s mission would
have turned into sahajiyaism, wherein all
philosophy is asat-sampradaya (outside any
bona fide disciplic succession).

If one is not serving his Gurudeva, if
he does not have strong belief in him and
is not following his line of thought, such a
person is a sahajiya. This is taking place
nowadays. Because the actual message of
our parampara is being preached, such
persons are somewhat stopped. But I do not
know what will happen after I leave this
world. A very dangerous stage is coming.

Many devotees left their Gury, Srila
Bhaktivedanta Swami Maharaja, and went
to Radha-kunda. They wanted to remember
asta-kaliya-lila, the pastimes which Lord
Krsna performs with His associates in the
eight periods of the day and night — not as
gopis, but “goopis” — and for this offense they
have gone to hell. They became “babajis,”
keeping two, three or four widows, and they
began to relish their so-called “parakiya-
bhajana.” They wanted to jump over the
authorized process; they did not want to
practice bhakti-yoga, the path of spiritual
realization through devotional service. They
wanted to be gopis by paying two pennies
to any bogus person who would ‘give’
them siddha-deha (one’s perfected spiritual
identity) and tell them, “You are such and
such gopi.” Such cheaters give a name and

|

Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura Prabhupada
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other information about that so-called gopi,
and after some time their disciples imagine
themselves absorbed in Sri Sri Radha-
Krsna’s most confidential pastimes in the
kunijas (secluded forest groves). Do not go
in that direction.

Some persons of ill-character, who
were rejected from the Gaudiya Matha,
also go to Radha-kunda to become babadjis
in that asat-sampradaya. Such unqualified
persons of loose-character imagine them-
selves absorbed in meditating on the asta-
kaliya-lila of Radha and Krsna in Their
midnight and end-of-the-night pastimes.
At those times Radha and Krsna meet
alone in a kunja, half naked and kissing
each other. What will that ‘meditator’
think? Material ideas will come to him.
He is bound to see such pastimes as

» Gaura-vani Pracarine «

material, and this is wrong. The pastimes
of Sr1 Sri Radha-Krsna are transcendental.
Only saintly persons like Sr1 Sukadeva
Gosvami who was a brahmacari (a celibate,
unmarried student) from his birth, Narada
Muni who is a liberated soul, or Lord
Sankara who is an ideal personality, can
properly think of asta-kaliya-lila.

Offer obeisance to such pastimes and
try to practice bhakti-yoga as our predecessor
acaryas have taught us. Begin from the
root of the tree, become qualified to climb,
and then gradually reach the top. At that
time you can relish the fruits of the tree.
Otherwise, you will have nothing but false
ideas. Try to follow Srila Bhaktisiddhanta
Sarasvati Thakura, our Gurudeva Srila
Bhakti Prajnana Kesava Gosvami Maharaja,
and Srila Bhaktivedanta Swami Maharaja. g‘
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prema-rasa-nirydasa Karite asvadana
raga-marga bhakti loKe Karite pracarana
rasika-seKhara Krsna parama-Karuna

ei dui hetu haite icchara udgama

The Lord s desire to appear was born from two
reasons: He wanted to taste the sweet essence of the
mellows of love of God, and He wanted to propa-
gate devotional service in the world on the platform
of spontaneous attraction. Thus He is Known as
supremely jubilant and as the most merciful of all.

-Caitanya-caritamrta,
Adi-(ila 4 15°16
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anarpita-carim cirat
karunayavatirnah kalau

samarpayitum unnatojjvala-rasam
sva-bhakti-sriyam

harih purata-sundara-dyuti
kadamba-sandipitah

sada hrdaya-kandare
sphuratu vah Saci-nandanah

May that Lord who is known as the son

of Srimati Sacidevi be transcendentally
situated in the innermost chambers of your
heart. Resplendent with the radiance of
molten gold, He has appeared in the Age of
Kali by His causeless mercy to bestow what
no incarnation ever offered before: the most
sublime and radiant spiritual knowledge

of the mellow taste of His service. (S

Caitanya-caritamrta, Adi-lila 1.4)

» Gaura-vani Pracarine «

{ri Caitanya Mahaprabhu has
come to give unnatojjvala-
rasam sva-bhakti-sriyam.

** There is a special
emphasis on the final words, sva-bhakti-
sriyam. Sva means own. Whose own?
Srimati Radhika’s own. Radhika is the
personification of bhakti.

Sri Krsna wanted to taste the
essence of supreme devotion to Himself,
which is Radhika’s love. He also wanted
to distribute sva-bhakti-sriyam to the
qualified living entities. Bhakti refers
to Radhika’s bhakti, and $riyam means
beauty. As Caitanya Mahaprabhu, Krsna
wanted to give to the fortunate living
entities the beauty of Srimati Radhika’s

unnatojjvala-rasa. That “beauty” is called
maiijari-bhava, the mood of Her dear
maidservants.

Imagine a creeper surrounding a
tree on which there are delicious golden-
reddish mangos, and cuckoos eating these
mangos and singing sweetly. On that
creeper there are so many green leaves,
flowers here and there, and maijaris. If
the air touches and plays with the creeper,
all the leaves become happy and begin to
dance, and the marjaris also dance with
happiness.

This is the beauty of the creeper.

If that creeper has no leaves, no flowers
and no manjaris, it has no beauty. The air
will not play with its branches, for it will
have no taste to play. The splendor of the
creeper manifests when it plays with the

&
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air, its leaves going here and there and
always dancing.

¥ t - 3 — = o~ 3 = “' " & i -
SHACai tanya Mahaprabhu wanted Tn his Amrta-pravaha-bhasya, Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura states, Srimati Radharani is the

- i = W creeper of love of Godhead, and the gopis are exactly liKe twigs, flowers and leaves. When water
to give the beauty of Srimati Radhika’s = W is sprinkled on the creeper, the twigs, flowers and leaves indirectly receive all the benefits of the -
unnatojjvala-rasa. The creeper represents ‘A creeper itself. But water sprin&[ecf directly on the twigs, leaves and flowers is not as effective ]
o Ll 1 Jh i : as water sprinkled on the creeper’s root. The gopis are not as pleased when they directly mix with |
Srimat1 Radhika and the beauty of Her 5 Krsna as when they serve to unite Srimati Radharant with Krsna. Their transcendental pleasure [ es
love is Her sakhis. With the assistance 7 4umtmg Them.” (Sr7 Caitanya-caritamrta, Madhya-(ila 8.210, purport)

of these sakhis, She can manifest more X%, 16 05
L) i

attractiveness and express more varieties

of bhiva  “In the Ujjvala-nilamani, Srila Riipa Gosvami advises: ‘One who expands the conjugal love of Krsna and His.

enjoyment amony the gopis is called a sakht. Such a person is a confidential gopt in the conjugal affairs. Such
assistants are like jewels in the form of Krsna's confidantes.’ The actual business of the sakhis is described thus
in Ujjvala-nilamani: ‘In the conjugal pastimes of Krsna, Krsna is the hero (nayaka), and Radhika is the heroi

The Be auty Of Radha’s Love ) & (nayika). The first business of the gopts is to chant the glories of both the hero and the heroine. Their second
 business is to gradually create a situation in which the hero may be attracted to the heroine and vice versa.
In this connection there are four W Their third business is to induce both of Them to approach each other. Their fourth business is to surrender un

Krsna, the fifth is to create a jovial atmosphere, the sixth to give Them assurance to enjoy Their pastimes, the
b 3 W seventh to dress and decorate both hero and heroine, the eighth to show expertise in expressing Their desires, th 5
and suhrda. The svapaksa gopis are those ninth to conceal the faults of the fieroine, the tentfi to cheat their respective fiusbands and relatives, the eleventh
who are on the side of Srimati Radhika, and  to educate, the twelfth to enable both the hero and heroine to meet at the proper time, the thirteenth to fan the 3

- hero and heroine, the fourteenth to sometimes reproach the ﬁero and heroine, the fi _fteentﬁ to set conversatio
in motion, and the sixteenth to protect the fieroine by various means.”” (817 Caita b ritamrta, Madh

kinds of sakhis: svapaksa, vipaksa, tatastha

they are Her intimate sakhis. Candravali
and all of her sakhis are vipaksa, opposed
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to Radhika. Of course, the opposition in
Vrndavana is not like that of the material
world. In Vrndavana the feelings of
opposition, as well as all other sentiments,
are varieties of transcendental love. Other
sakhis are in the middle; they are neutral to
Radhika and are thus called tatastha.
Sakhis who are friendly to Srimati
Radhika are called suhrda. They are neither
svapaksa (on Sri Radha’s side), vipaksa
(opposed) nor tatastha (neutral). They are
friendly with Radhika and neutral towards
Candravali and other vipaksa-sakhis.
Conversely, the sakhis who are neutral to
Srimati Radhika are friendly to Candravali.
Among the svapaksa-sakhis of
Radhika there are five divisions: sakhi,
nitya-sakhi, prana-sakhi, priya-sakhi and
priya-narma-sakhi. The first division (the

»~ Gaura-vani Pracarine <

sakhis) although always serving both
Radha and Krsna, have some inclination
towards Krsna. Although this inclination
is present, they are not tatastha, suhrda
nor vipaksa. They are svapaksa, Srimati
Radhika’s intimate sakhis.

Those svapaksa gopis who are
inclined towards Srimati Radhika, like
Lalita, Visakha and Citra, are very near
and dear to Her. They are called priya-
sakhis and priya-narma-sakhis (also called
parama-prestha-sakhis).

The nitya-sakhis and prana-sakhis
are the marnjaris. The sole inclination of
these sakhis is towards Radhika. Their
conception is that without Radhika
they cannot live; Radhika is their life
and soul. Among them the prana-sakhis,
like Ripa-manjari and Rati-maijari, are

prominent. The marijaris always serve
Srimati Radhika. If Sri Krsna is defeated
by Srimati Radhika at various sports
and games, they are very glad and begin
clapping. However, if Sri Krsna defeats
Srimati Radhika, they feel defeated and
make a sad face. Lalita may laugh and
enjoy, but they will be sad.

These nitya- and prana-sakhis are
always with Radhika. Lalita, Visakha
and other similar sakhis will not enter
the kufija where Radha and Krsna are
performing certain confidential pastimes,
but the maiijaris have the freedom to
enter at any time. They have a free pass
to serve there. Sakhis such as Lalita and
Visakha will hesitate, but those like
Rapa-manjari will not; they can render
any service at any time.

(7 Gaura's’ Gift
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The marfijaris can render any service at any time.

When Krsna meets with Srimati
Radhika, the maiijaris taste whatever
Radhika tastes, even if they are far away.
Thus, they have no need at all to meet Sri
Krsna separately. These marnjaris are the
beauty of Srimati Radhika’s love.

Power of Sankirtana

Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu came
especially to give the mood of the
manjaris, and living beings can never
expect more than this. They cannot be
like Lalita, Visakha and others like them.
But do not think this is a small thing.

This is called unnatojjvala-rasa
tat-tad-bhavecchatmika. This means that
such gopis do not want to directly meet
or serve Sri Krsna; rather, they become

happy seeing the bliss of Radha and
Krsna.

Through harinama-sankirtana, Sri
Caitanya Mahaprabhu personally tasted
the unnatojjvala-rasa of Srimati Radhika
and He distributed the mood of service to
Srimati Radhika. One who possesses the
mood of a mainjari can taste the beauty
and sweetness of Sri Krsna’s flute song
and every one of His other features. If a
person does not have this kind of prema,
he cannot do so.

Before Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu
came to this world, sakhya-rasa (the mood
of friendship), dasya-rasa (the servitor
mood) and vatsalya-rasa (the parental
mood) had been somewhat given by
Madhvacarya, Ramanuja and other acaryas.
However, the sriyam (beauty) referred to in

— T
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unnatojjvala-rasam sva-bhakti-sriyam had
not been given for a long time — not since
the previous day of Brahma, when Caitanya
Mahaprabhu had previously come. This is
the highest benediction.

If anyone has some spiritual greed
or even a little taste for this, by reading
Sri Caitanya-caritamrta and by hearing
these subjects from the pure devotee, he
will surrender everything at the lotus feet
of his pure diksa-guru and Siksa-guru and
try to collect this nectar.

krsna-bhakti-rasa-bhavita matih
kriyatam yadi kuto ‘pi labhyate

tatra laulyam api milyam ekalam
janma-koti-sukrtair na labhyate

>~ Gaura-vani Pracarine <~

Pure devotional service in Krsna conscious-
ness cannot be had even by pious activity in
hundreds and thousands of lives. It can be
attained only by paying one price — that is,
intense greed to obtain it. If it is available
somewhere, one must purchase it without

delay. (Sr1 Caitanya-caritamrta, Madhya-lila

8.70) g

]

M5 17 27

~ “In another verse, Riipa Gosvami

says, Krsna-bhakti-rasa-bhavita mati

Kriyatar yadi Kuto 'pi labhyate. I

have translated the words Krsna
consciousness from Krsna-bhaKti-
rasa-bhavita. So here Riipa Gosvami
advises, ‘If Krsna consciousness

is available, please purchase it
immediately. Don't delay.” It is a
very nice thing.” (Journey of Self-
Discovery, Chapter 2)
“Krsna-bhakti-rasa-bhavita matih.
Matif means intelligence or status
of mind, that ‘I'll serve Krsna.””
(General lecture. Seattle, Washington,

October 4, 1968)
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“The Krsna consciousness movement is
conducted under the supervision of Srila Riipa
Gosvami. The Gaudiya Vaisnavas, or Bengali
Vaisnavas, are mostly followers of S17 Caitanya
Mahaprabhu, of whom the Six Gosvamis of
Vrndavana are direct disciples. Therefore, Srila
Narottama dasa Thakura has sung:



ripa-raghunatha-pade haibe aKuti
Kabe hama bujhaba se yugala-piriti

‘“When I am eager to understand the literature

given by the Gosvamis, then I shall be able to

understand the transcendental loving affairs of
Radha and Krsna.' S1T Caitanya Mahaprabhiu
appeared in order to bestow upon human society
the benediction of the science of Krsna. The
most exalted of all the activities of Lord Krsna
are His pastimes of conjugal love with the

gopis. Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu appeared in

the mood of Srimati Radharani, the best of the
gopis. Therefore, to understand the mission of
Lord 1T Caitanya Mahaprabhu and follow in
His footsteps, one must very seriously follow in . 3
the footsteps of the Six Gosvamis — Sri Riipa, -7
Sanatana, Bhatta Raghunatha, SrT Jiva, Gopila '
Bhatta and Dasa Raghunatha.”

—The Nectar of Instruction, Preface
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aitanya Mahaprabhu is
Lord Krsna Himself. He
e ¥ can therefore distribute
vraja-prema (the love and affection that
lives in the hearts of the residents of Vraja)
and especially transcendental parakiya-
rasa (paramour love). As previously
mentioned, the love He distributed is called
unnatojjvala-rasa. Unnata means highest,
ujjvala means brilliantly shining, and
rasa means the mellow taste of a specific
relationship with Krsna. Thus, Mahaprabhu
distributed service in the most sublime
and radiant mellow of conjugal love.

The brilliance of unnatojjvala-rasa is
unparalleled, and all of our acaryas in the

o Gaura-vani Pracarine <~

Gaudiya sampradaya (the disciplic succession
that follows the teachings of Sri Caitanya
Mahaprabhu) have come to this world to
teach it. They did not come to taste the
three things that Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu
came to taste, @ but to distribute this
same rasa He came to distribute.

The distribution of unnatojjvala-rasa is
one of the main reasons for His advent, but
not the foremost reason. The first internal
reason was to taste Sri Radha’s mood,
and to distribute the mood of Sri Radha’s
maidservant was the second. He wanted to
distribute to the living beings that prema
which is rare even for even Lord Brahma,
Lord Sankara and Sri Narada Muni.

This mission could only be executed
by the power of Lord Krsna in the form of
Caitanya Mahaprabhu, and all our acaryas

Sri Gaurahari
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“Desiring to understand the glory of Radharant's love, the wonderful qualities in Him that She alone relishes through Her love, and the

happiness She feels when She realizes the sweetness of His love, the Supreme Lord Hari, richly endowed with Her emotions, appeared from the
womb of Srimatt Sacidevi, as the moon appeared from the ocean.” (Sri Caitanya-caritamrta, Adi-(ila 1.6)

“In this chapter of the epic Caitanya-caritamrta, Krsnadasa Kaviraja Gosvami has stressed that Lord Caitanya appeared for three principal
purposes of His own. The first purpose was to relish the position of Srimati Radharani, who is the prime reciprocator of transcendental love of
SrT Krsna. Lord Krsna is the reservoir of transcendental loving transactions with Srimati Radharant. The subject of those loving transactions is .
the Lord Himself, and Radharant is the object. Thus the subject, the Lord, wanted to relish the loving mellow in the position of the object, Radharant.
The second reason for His appearance was to understand the transcendental mellow of Himself. Lord Krsna is all sweetness. Radharant's attraction
for Krsna is sublime, and to experience that attraction and understand the transcendental sweetness of Himself, He accepted the mentality of Radharant.
The third reason that Lord Caitanya appeared was to enjoy the bliss tasted by Radharant. The Lord thought that undoubtedly Radharani enjoyed

 His company and He enjoyed the company of Radharant, but the exchange of transcendental mellow between the spiritual couple was more pleasing to Srimati
Radharani than to Sri Krsna. Radharant felt more transcendental pleasure in the company of Krsna than He could understand without taking Her position, but
* for S1i Krsna to enjoy in the position of Srimati Radharani was impossible because that position was completely foreign to Him. Krsna is the transcendental
male, and Radharant is the transcendental female. Therefore, to Know the transcendental pleasure of loving Krsna, Lord Krsna Himself appeared as Lord

 Caitanya, accepting the emotions and bodily luster of Srimatt Radharant. g
Lord Caitanya appeared to fulfill these confidential desires and also to preach the special significance of chanting Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna

B rsna, Hare Hare, Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare, and to answer the call of Advaita Prabhu. These were secondary reasons.” (S77 Caita
Scaritam Adi-(ila 4, Introduction :

- r
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have come to spread this mission. They
have not come only to preach the chanting
of the holy name, for this can also be done
by the associates of Maha-Visnu. Try to
understand this point. The expansions
or manifestations of Maha-Visnu, such as
Advaita Acarya, can preach and distribute
the holy name, but they cannot preach
vraja-prema through nama-sankirtana
without the association of Caitanya
Mahaprabhu. There is a vast difference
between the nama-sankirtana of this Kali-
yuga and that of other Kali-yugas. This is a
speciality of Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu, His
followers and His associates.

Incarnations of Maha-Visnu and
His associates, such as the four Kumaras,
Visvaksena and others, can perform and
establish nama-sankirtana and yuga-dharma.

»~ Gaura-vani Pracarine <

But that nama-sankirtana will not give vraja-
prema. The nama-sankirtana of Sri Caitanya
Mahaprabhu and His associates has a
special power to give this, and therefore

the expansions of Maha-Visnu descend with
Mahaprabhu as His associates.

Tasting and Distributing

Unnatojjvala-rasa is of two kinds.
The first is called sambhogatmika, which
means direct enjoyment with Sri Krsna
in an amorous relationship. This is the
love Mahaprabhu tasted; it cannot be
given. Sambhogatmika is the mood of
Srimati Radhika, Lalita, Visakha, the other
principal gopis and all gopis like them. Tat-
tad-bhavecchatmika, enjoyment with Lord
Krsna that is experienced vicariously by

assisting Sri Radha, is the other kind. This
is the love He distributed.

Srimati Radhika has five kinds of
sakhis: sakhi, nitya-sakhi, prana-sakhi,
priya-sakhi and priya-narma-sakhi. The
first group is known simply as sakhis.
Gopis in this group love and serve Srimati
Radhika and Sr1 Krsna, but they are
slightly more inclined to please Krsna.
Dhanistha is an example of a sakhi.

The nitya-sakhis and prana-sakhis
are manjaris. Only these two categories
of sakhis are tat-tad-bhavecchatmika. They
serve both Sri Sri Radha and Krsna, but
with a tendency to favor Srimati Radhika
and render service to Her. They remain
with Her, do everything to please Her and
obey only Her. If Sri Krsna calls them, they
will not obey. The prana-sakhis are the

vami
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The nitya-sakhts and prana-sakfis serve both Sri St Radha and Krsna,
but with a tendency to favor Srimati Radhika and render service to Her.
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natural leaders of the nitya-sakhis, because
they are more intimately connected with

Srimati Radhika. Sri Rapa-manjari and Sri
Rati-manjari are examples of prana-sakhis.

Among the gopis, the priya-sakhis
and the priya-narma-sakhis are most dear
to Sri Sri Radha-Krsna. Both types serve
Yugala-kisora, the divine youthful couple,
but with a slight tendency to favor Srimati
Radhika. They do not lean solely towards
Radhika as the manjaris do. Lalita and
Visakha are examples of priya-narma-
sakhis. These sakhis have so much power
that they can sometimes chastise Radhika
and at other times Krsna.

The difference between the nitya-
and prana-sakhis (manjaris) and the priya-
and priya-narma-sakhis is that the manjaris
do everything for Srimati Radhika and

»~ Gaura-vani Pracarine <

do nothing for their personal relationship
with Lord Krsna. They have no desire to
taste any personal pleasure.

This is the type of unnatojjvala-rasa
that Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu came to
distribute. This is a very elevated topic,
and I am speaking about it for only a few
rare persons.

Goal and Practice

Why am I speaking about this
subject and this verse? The reason is that
in order to perform sadhana, we must first
be clear about our objective. For example,
if you want money, you may have to serve
the government, get a job or do business.
If you don’t do business, you might beg or
steal; if you are not expert in stealing, you

might join a gang and forcefully attack
with weapons.

An example of attacking by force
in order to achieve one’s desired object
is found in the pastimes of Sri Krsna
Himself. He forcefully attacked Bhismaka’s
kingdom, where hundreds of thousands
of kings and their soldiers waited to
protect Princess Rukmini from Him. Like
a lion entering a group of jackals, He took
Rukmini on His chariot and swiftly rode
to Dvaraka, where He married her.

If someone has a goal, he will achieve
it by hook or by crook. We can take the
example of a dog who stands outside a
sweet shop. He drools with greed as he
watches people eating sweets like rasagulla
and rasamalai. He knows his goal and is
single-pointed in his efforts to achieve that.

vami
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He will not enter the shop, which the owner
guards with a stick, but he will run to lick
the leaf cups that have been thrown away.
While he is licking the cups, he will try to
guard them from any other dog.

Similarly, our objective in spiritual
life should first be fixed, and then we can
decide how to achieve it. The practice
is called sadhana, and the goal is called
sadhya. Without the sadhya, one cannot
determine the sadhana. It is for this reason
that Srila Krsnadasa Kaviraja presents
the sadhya in the first verse after the
mangalacarana (auspicious invocation) of
Sri Caitanya-caritamrta:

anarpita-carim cirat
karunayavatirnah kalau

samarpayitum unnatojjvala
rasam sva-bhakti-sriyam

harih purata-sundara-dyuti
kadamba-sandipitah

sada hrdaya-kandare
sphuratu vah saci-nandanah

May that Lord who is known as the son

of Srimati Sacidevi be transcendentally
situated in the innermost chambers of your
heart. Resplendent with the radiance of
molten gold, He has appeared in the Age of
Kali by His causeless mercy to bestow what
no incarnation ever offered before: the most
sublime and radiant spiritual knowledge

of the mellow taste of His service. (Sri

Caitanya-caritamrta, Adi-lila 1.4)

If your objective is to attain what
Caitanya Mahaprabhu came to give —
vraja-prema and unnatojjvala-bhava — then
come with me to the school of Srila Ripa
Gosvaml. Y Read all the Gosvami’s

fiome to the transcendental Kingdom of
]

God, Goloka Vrndavana, by means of
attaining their spiritual bodies (siddha-
deha) should live at Radha-Kunda, take

 shelter of the confidential serving maids

of. Sri Radha, and under their direction
engage constantly in Her service. .... One
should bathe there regularly and give up
all material conceptions, taKing shelter

of St Radha and Her assistant gopis. If
one is thus constantly engaged during his
lifetime, after giving up the body he will
return back to Godhead to serve Sri Radha i
in the same way as he contemplated
during his life on the banKks of Radha-
Kunda.” (Srila Riipa Gosvami's Nectar of
Instruction, verse 11, purport) :
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literature and learn how to develop trans-
cendental greed for this. There are no rules
and regulations regarding the attainment
of this spiritual greed. It can come by
associating with and hearing from a bona
fide Vaisnava; it will not come by sastric
(scriptural) arguments alone.

A very ugly, deformed, poor person
may see a beautiful princess. He may have
some intense desire to make her his wife,
although this would be impossible. For
that greed or yearning, no wealth or other
qualification is required. It cannot be
regulated.

Spiritual greed is acquired by
hearing about the beauty of Sri Krsna
and the affection of the gopis for Him, as
described by Srila Riipa Gosvami. Srimad-
Bhagavatam reveals how Sri Krsna is
controlled by the gopis.
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Srila Ripa Gosvami describes how
Krsna places His head at the lotus feet
of Radhika and begs Her: “Please give
Me Your mercy.” By hearing from a pure
devotee about the topics contained in Sri
Caitanya-caritamrta and the books of Srila
Ripa Gosvami, spiritual greed may come
— whether one is qualified for it or not.

When that spiritual greed comes, one
becomes qualified to choose his means of
achieving the goal, and that means is called
sadhana. He immediately achieves ruci (the
stage of relish) and gallops towards his goal.

The Way of Love

Those who practice sadhana-bhajana
of Lord Krsna out of fear of going to hell
are performing what is called vaidhi-
bhakti. B Raganuga-bhakti is spontaneous

loving devotional service. Bl Raganuga-
bhakti-pravrtti is the stage of practicing
sadhana-bhajana when the spiritual greed
to enter raganuga-bhakti has arisen in the
heart. Devotees in raganuga-pravrtti have
not reached the stage of bhava (the first
sprout of pure love of God) but they are
developing some transcendental greed
and will eventually become qualified

to practice raganuga-bhakti. The word
pravrtti means “about to enter.” Such
devotees are not practicing raganuga yet,
but they are approaching it.

The practice of raganuga-bhakti
enables one to become one of Sri Krsna’s
ragatmika associates — Hi’s friends and
relatives in Goloka-Vrndavana. Those
who have raga (deep attachment for the
object of one’s affection) are ragatmika,
associates of the Lord in His abode. Those

vami

The School of Kipa Sos
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“The bhaKkti process, as performed under the regulative principles of vaidhi-bhakti, or devotional service following the prescribed rules and regulations,
is defined by the revealed scriptures and confirmed by great acaryas. This practice can help the neophyte devotee to rise to the stage of raga-bhakti, in
which the Lord responds from within as the caitya-guru, or the spiritual master as Superconsciousness.” (Srimad-Bhagavatam, 3.5.4, purport)

“Those who have not attained the platform of spontaneous attachment in devotional service render devotional service under the guidance of a bona fide
spiritual master according to the requlative principles mentioned in the revealed scriptures. According to the revealed scriptures, this Kind of devotional
service is called vaidhi bhakti.” (Sri Caitanya-caritamyta, Madhya-(ila 22.109)
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“‘One has to serve Krsna according to these regulative principles, but if one develops spontaneous love for Krsna as exhibited in the activities of those

who live in Vrajabhimi, one attains the platform of raganuga-bhakti. One who has developed this spontaneous love is eligible for elevation to the
platform enjoyed by the inhabitants of Vrajabhiimi. In Vrajabhiimi, there are no requlative principles set forth for Krsna's service. Rather, everything is
carried out in spontaneous, natural love for Krsna.” (Sri Caitanya-caritamrta, Madya-(ila 8.221, purport)

“Devotional service in spontaneous love is vividly expressed and manifested by the inhabitants of Vrndavana. Devotional service that accords with
their devotional service is called raganuga-bhakti, or devotional service following in the wake of spontaneous loving service.” (SrT Caitanya-caritamrta,

Madhya-(ila 22.154)




who are just reaching the stage of bhava
are raganugd.

Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu especially
came to give this transcendental greed.
For those who already have this greed, He
came to give bhava; for those who have
bhava, He came to give unnatojjvala prema
—not in the category of sambhogatmika,
Radha’s mood, but in the category of tat-
tad-bhavecchatmika, the maiijaris’ mood.
Try to understand this topic. After ten or
twenty years, or in a future life, by being
in the association of elevated Vaisnavas,
you will realize something of this.

Those who have spiritual greed

» Gaura-vani Pracarine «

lives from now, I may receive the mercy
of a raganuga-vaisnava. 1 pray that some
day this will come; I want nothing other
than this. I don’t mind dying. I'd rather
die than drink water from any ghata
(bathing place) other than Kesi-ghata
or Manasi-ganga-ghata. I will only go
to a ghata where the gopis — the tat-tad-
bhavecchatmika-gopis — are serving Sri Sri
Radha and Krsna.”

The verse beginning “anarpita-carim
cirat” is from the mangalacarana of Srila

Ripa GosvamI’s book, Vidagdha-Madhava.

Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu inspired Rapa
Gosvami in Prayaga: “You should fulfill

You should know that this mood is
unparalleled even in Goloka Vrndavana,
what to speak of this world. This prema
is the nitya-dharma (eternal nature) of all
living entities — not just those in human

bodies. §T

R

Tpe gcﬁofl of Kapa Sosvami

for raganuga-bhakti will think like this: My wishes. You should explain why I have

“I want the mood of raganuga. I am not come. Explain what I have come to give and

a raganuga-vaisnava, but I pray that in what I have come to practice Myself — the

Below: When Lord Krsna began to play His flute, the
gopis all over Vindavana became enchanted.

some future life, even in thousands of unnatojjvala-parakiya-bhava of the gopis.”
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palya-dast Kori lalita sundari
amare loiya Kabe
$riradhika-pade Kale milaibe

ajfia-seva samarpibe (1)

When will beautiful Srimati Lalita-devi foster me as her own novice maidservant?
Hopefully, she will train and eventually offer me unto the lotus feet of Srimati
Radharani, placing me entirely at Her disposal for rendering various services

according to Her own merciful orders.

$r1riipa manjart sarige jabo Kabe
rasa-seva-sik sa-tare
tad-anuga hoye, radha-Kunda tate

rohibo harsitantare (2)

When will Srt Ritpa-mafijari take me to the banks of Sri Radha-Kunda, to give me
lessons in the performance of service to the transcendental mellows? She will take
me there and maKke me practice by following her instructions and movements. Thus
I will pass my time feeling the greatest delight within my heart.



$ri visakha-pade, sangita Sikhibo,
Krsna-(ila rasamoy
St rati mafjart, Srt rasa mafijart,

hoibe sabe sadoy (3)

At the lotus feet of Sri Visakha I will learn to play music and sing songs which
are full of the transcendental mellows of Krsna's pastimes. All the other sakhts in
our group, including S17 Rati Maijart and Sri Rasa Madjari, will also welcome me
into their fold with the most Kind and affectionate dealings.

parama anande, sakale miliya
radhika carane rabo

ei parakasta, siddhi Kabe habe,
pabo radha-padasaba (4)

All of us will thus stay together, feeling the greatest supreme bliss, and we will
perpetually remain at the lotus feet of ST Radhika. When, ok when will T achieve
this highest excellence of spiritual perfection, whereby I will attain the intoxicating
honey flowing from the lotus feet of Srimati Radharant?

Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura's Gita-mala, Song 4




84

here is a difference between
riipanuga and raganuga.
- Those who are eternally
liberated associates serving Radha and
Krsna in Vrndavana are called ragatmika.
They are described by Srila Ripa Gosvami
in Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu and Sri Ujjvala-
nilamani. B2 In this world, those who want
to serve like ragatmikas are called raganuga,
because they are following the path of raga,
or loving attachment. Raganuga devotees have
transcendental greed for vraja-bhakti and
are truly following the process to attain it.
Rupanuga-bhaktas are only those
who follow the same manner and mood
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in which Sri Rapa-manjari serves Radha
and Krsna. Although Sri Ripa-manjari
serves both Radha and Krsna, she is more
inclined towards Srimati Radhika — happy
in the happiness of Srimati Radhika
and suffering like Her when She suffers.
Internally, in their constitutional forms,
the ripanuga-bhaktas serve in the same
mood as Sri Rapa-manjari, and externally
they practice the same devotional activities
as Ripa Gosvami. B

Not all raganuga devotees are
riipanuga. Sri Jayadeva Gosvami
is raganuga but not rupanuga. Sri
Bilvamangala Thakura is also truly
raganuga, but not rapanuga. Sri Svartipa
Damodara and Sri Raya Ramananda are
not rupanuga. Although they are intimate

associates of Srila Riipa Gosvami, they
are not his followers. In Sri Krsna’s
pastimes they are Lalita devi and Visakha
devi respectively. They are in a different
category of Radha-Krsna’s eternal
associates. They are in a higher rank than
the manjaris, so they are not riupanuga.

Lalita, Visakha and Mother Yasoda
are neither raganuga nor ripanuga. They
are not anuga at all. Anuga means follower.
In this connection, anuga refers to one
who practices bhakti by following in the
footsteps of Krsna’s eternal associates.
Lalita, Visakha and Mother Yasoda are
already eternal associates, and therefore
they are ragatmika.

Those who want to serve
like ragatmikas are called sadhakas

puaa

puga apd Faag

Ripa
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There is also a book called Ujjvala-nilamani, a transcendental account of loving affairs that includes metaphor, analogy and higher
bhaKkti sentiments. Devotional service in conjugal love is described briefly in the BhaKti-rasamrta-sindhu, but it is very elaborately
discussed in Ujjvala-nilamani. This booKk describes different types of lovers, their assistants, and those who are very dear to Krsna.
There is also a description of Srimati Radharani and other female lovers, as well as various group leaders. Messengers and the constant
associates, as well as others who are very dear to Krsna, are all described. The booK also relates how love of Krsna is awakened and
describes the ecstatic situation, the devotional situation, permanent ecstasy, disturbed ecstasy, steady ecstasy, different positions of different dresses,
feelings of separation, prior attraction, anger in attraction, varieties of loving affairs, separation from the beloved, meeting with the beloved,
and both direct and indirect enjoyment between the lover and the beloved. All this has been very elaborately described.” (Sri Caitanya-caritamyta,
Madhya-(ild 1.41, purport)

4523

“Devotees who have been fortunate enough to rise to the spontaneous service of Godhead, raganuga-bhakti, and who have developed an attraction
for madhurya-prema, may follow in the footsteps of the confidential associates of Srimati Radharani and their assistants called the mafjaris.” (In
Search of the Ultimate Goal of Life, Chapter 32)




(practitioners) of raganuga. If one follows
this path, inwardly meditating, “How can
I serve Lord Krsna like Mother Yasoda

or Nanda Baba?” he is raganuga, not
riipanuga. Those who follow Srila Ripa
Gosvam1’s Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu under
the guidance of the sakhas, like Subala,

Sridama and all others like them, desiring

to serve Lord Krsna like them, will also
not be called riipanuga. They will be
called raganuga.

Parama-piijyapada Srila
Bhaktivedanta Swami Maharaja has come
especially to give this riipanuga-bhakti,
and what to speak of vaidhi-bhakti. He did
not come only to give raganuga-bhakti. At
that time, however, he could not give this
to his general disciples because most of
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Even now, although I am endeavoring
with great effort to make you understand
this subject matter, only a few are trying
to understand.

When Srila Swami Maharaja went
to America approximately twenty-five
years ago, he could not openly preach
this topic because there was practically
no one qualified to understand it. The
basic foundations of spiritual life needed
to be established, and therefore he was
mostly engaged in ‘cutting the jungles’
of philosophical misconceptions. But he
wanted to give this.

It cannot be true that he has only
come to preach vaidhi-bhakti, because the
entire disciplic succession of our Gaudiya
mission is riipanuga. Srila Nimbaditya

g
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them were not at the stage to understand. Acarya’s sampradaya is also raganuga, but of

1966, on the subway in New York City



Dvaraka. It is mixed with a conception of
the Lord’s opulence, following the moods of
Satyabhama and Rukmini, and therefore it
is not pure raganuga. Nimbaditya Acarya’s
followers are not like those of Srila Riipa
Gosvami. Only the dcaryas coming in the
line of Sr1 Caitanya Mahaprabhu through
Srila Rapa Gosvami are riipanuga. B4

So how is it possible that Srila Swami
Maharaja could have come only to give
vaidhi-bhakti? 1 have known Srila Swami
Maharaja since 1946, and I never saw him
in that way. I know personally that he has
not come only to give vaidhi-bhakti. He
came to preach ripanuga-bhakti.

The Simple Truth

One special quality I saw in him
was that he was very simple, and always

smiling. Other preachers from India had
gone to Western countries before him.
They were very intelligent and knew all
philosophical truths, but they were not
so simple that they could mingle with
everyone, including children. I saw how
Srila Swami Maharaja used to play with
little children, and he was so jolly. He
had no false ego. He always used simple
words, and his method of giving Krsna
consciousness was like that of Sri Caitanya
Mahaprabhu.

When Mahaprabhu was traveling to
Vrndavana He chanted, “Hare Krsna, Hare
Krsna.” Or, He chanted:

krsna krsna krsna krsna
krsna krsna krsna he!

krsna kesava krsna kesava
krsna kesava pahi mam!

“The ecstasy that was felt by

- Srimati Radharant when She met
Uddhava in Vraja in Her mournful
mood of separation from Sri Krsna
is personified in Lord Caitanya.
Nobody should imitate Lord

Caitanya’s transcendental feelings

because it is impossible for a living
being to reach that stage. However,
at a stage of developed consciousness
one can simply follow in His
footsteps. These are the hints given
by experienced and self-realized
devotees in the line of Srila Riipa
Gosvami.” (In Search of the Ultimate
Goal of Life, Chapter 32)
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rama raghava raksa mam!

He continually wept, and it appeared
as though the Ganges and Yamuna Rivers
were flowing from His eyes. He was not
thinking about where He was going. He
was simply weeping and calling out,
“Krsna Krsna, Krsna Krsna.” By His
influence, all the elephants, tigers, lions
and bears of the forest also began to chant
“Hare Krsna.” What philosophy did they
know? They were without philosophy.

Srila Swami Maharaja went to the
West and began to chant:

$r1 krsna caitanya
prabhu nityananda
sri-advaita gadadhara

srivasadi-gaura-bhakta-vrnda

Recording the Hare Krsna mantra and other devotional prayers in Los Angeles

88



hare krsna hare krsna
krsna krsna hare hare

hare rama hare rama
rama rama hare hare

At first he did not try to explain
many deep philosophical topics. He
spoke very simply and told his audiences,
“Chant Krsna’s name.” He began from
there. He loved everyone, whether they
were qualified or not, and those who met
him became his.

This is one speciality of a qualified
Guru: all his disciples will think, “My
Gurudeva loves me more than anyone.”
Srila Swami Maharaja was like this.

I think that all his disciples used to

consider, “My Gurudeva loves me

most.” He would laugh and be jolly with

anyone. His disciples and even children
automatically loved him. In big assemblies
and meetings he very simply taught the
truths of Krsna consciousness.

When I went to the Western
countries I followed in his footsteps. I
did not discuss very complex Vedanta
philosophy. I only gave simple hari-katha
(narrations of the holy names, forms,
qualities and pastimes of the Lord),
and by his mercy and the mercy of my
Gurudeva, so many were charmed.

Previous to his coming to the West,
big scholars of the Gaudiya Mission went
to England and Europe, but practically
speaking they were not able to make any
disciples. On the other hand, we see that
by Srila Swami Maharaja’s simplicity,
by his very simple philosophical

presentations, by preaching the holy name
and by loving all, he was so successful.

Of course, the deepest philosophy was in
that. Love is the deepest, most supreme
philosophy.

Naturally Awoken

Srila Swami Maharaja came to give
what is already within each soul:

nitya-siddha krsna-prema
‘sadhya’ kabhu naya

sravanadi-suddha-citte
karaye udaya

Pure love for Krsna is eternally established
in the hearts of living entities. It is not
something to be gained from another

source. When the heart is purified by
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hearing and chanting, the living entity
naturally awakens. (Sr1 Caitanya-caritamrta
Madhya-lila 22.107)

We are all eternal servants of Sri
Krsna. The soul is perfect in itself. Its
relation with Krsna, its particular name,
qualities and specialities are already
present within it. This perfection is
not brought from outside; rather, it is
within each soul in a dormant state.
Unfortunately maya, the Lord’s deluding
potency, covers the soul. Sr1 Guru
removes that maya, and the soul’s perfect,
true, constitutional form, qualities,

services and so on manifest automatically.

It is not that pure prema comes from
outside and is brought by our efforts or
sadhana. What already exists in the soul
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will come out — no new thing will come.
No type of association or sadhana can
change what is already there. What is in
your soul will manifest by hearing and
chanting, and remembering Lord Krsna.
Whatever rasa is in the soul will gradually
emerge as our anarthas (the obstacles of
unwanted desires, activities and habits)
disappear. If one has madhurya-rasa
(conjugal love) in his soul, only that will
come, and this cannot be changed by
any means. If one is in dasya-rasa, then
dasya-rasa will manifest. If someone is in
madhurya-rasa, he will have only a little
taste for dasya- or sakhya-rasa.

It is sometimes misunderstood
that Srila Swami Maharaja was only in
sakhya-rasa and therefore could not give
madhurya-rasa. This is not a fact. He
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came only to spread the same mission in
the world that was brought by Srila Rapa
Gosvami. The fact that he taught the
mission of Srila Riipa Gosvami through his
translations and purports demonstrates
that he understood it and could give it.

He did not come only to give vaidhi-
bhakti. We will have to practice vaidhi-
bhakti at first, and by this effort Bhakti-
devi will facilitate and manage our further
development. Bhakti is not an impersonal
quality; she is a person.

Sri Krsna is controlled by prema-
bhakti. In fact, Sri Krsna, Srimati Radhika
and all Their associates are controlled by
her. Bhakti can make Radha dance, Krsna
dance, and the gopis dance. She makes
everyone in the spiritual realm dance, and

she herself dances. U

 “Ramananda Raya then began to relate the confidential and transcendental activities of
- Radha and Krsna. These activities cannot be understood in the emotional relationship
with the Supreme Lord as master and servant, friend and friend or parent and son. This
onfidential subject matter can be understood only in the association of the damsels of
Vraja, for the confidential activities have arisen from the feelings and emotions of those
- damsels. Without the association of the damsels of Vraja, one cannot nourish or cherish such
transcendental understanding. In other words, these confidential pastimes of Radha and

" Krsna have expanded through the mercy of the damsels. Without their mercy, they cannot be

understood. One has to follow in the footsteps of the damsels of Vraja in order to understand.
When one is actually situated in that understanding, he becomes eligible to enter

into the confidential pastimes of Radha and Krsna. There is no alternative to understand

Their confidential pastimes. This is confirmed in Govinda-(ilamrta (10.17): ‘Although

manifest, happy, expanded and unlimited, the emotional exchanges between Radha and Krs

~ can only be understood by the damsels of Vraja or by their followers.” Just as no one can
understand the expansion of the spiritual energy of the Supreme Lord without His causeless
mercy, no one can understand the transcendental sex life between Radha and Krsna without




His Sannyasa Ceremony

[The following excerpt is from a discourse given at
81T Kesavaji Gaudiya Matha in Mathura on
September 27, 1996, celebrating the anniversary
of Srila Prabhupada’s taking sannyasa.]

Sannyasa is taken in order to attain
the service of Sr1 Mukunda. It is not an
ordinary thing. The sannydsa mantra is the
mantra of the very sacred gopi-bhava. By

uttering this mantra we are able to give our

entire body, mind, soul and everything

we possess to Lord Krsna — to serve Him.
Srila Swami Maharaja dedicated himself

to his sannyasa-guru, nitya-lila pravista om
visnupada astottara-sata Sri Srimad Bhakti
Prajiana Kesava Gosvami Maharaja. They
were god-brothers and very bosom friends.
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[This is an excerpt from a talk at the Bhaktivedanta
Manor in England on May 17, 1996.]

The day was Visvarapa-mahotsava
[in September, 1959], and many
senior Vaisnavas and disciples of Srila
Prabhupada Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati
Thakura were present at Sri Kesavaji
Gaudiya Matha. At that time my
Gurudeva gave Srila Swami Maharaja the
sannydsa-mantra. Uttering this mantra is
not merely a formality. It is chanted to
attain the service of the gopis — to enter
into the mood of the gopis. He was really
a rilpanuga-vaisnavd.

Sannyasa Ceremony
From left to right: Srila Bhaktivedanta Muni Maharaja, Srila Bhakti Prajfiana

Kesava Gosvami Maharaja and Srila Bhaktivedanta Swami Maharaja
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His Riipanuga Sannydsa-guru

[This is an excerpt from a discourse on Srila
Prabhupada’s Nectar of Instruction (his translation
and commentary of Srila Riipa Gosvami's ST

Upadesamrta)]

Who is rapanuga? Those who are
actually following the mood of Srila Rapa
Gosvami. All our acaryas are rupanuga;
they are not only raganuga. This is a very,
very important point.

Our Gurudeva, Srila Bhakti Prajniana
Kesava Gosvami Maharaja, has composed
Sri Radha-Vindodastakam. The first sloka is:

radha-cinta-nivesena
yasya kantir vilopita

$r1 krsna-caranam vande
radhalingita-vigraham

93

I worship the lotus feet of Sri Krsna when,
due to being thoroughly immersed in
separation from Srimati Radhika (who is
displaying mana, Her jealous anger), His
own dark complexion vanishes and He
assumes Her bright, golden luster. (Sri

Radha Vinoda-Bihari Tattvastakam, verse 1)

You should hear the meaning, other-
wise you will miss this rare opportunity.
Sometimes Srimati Radhika

becomes so absorbed in feelings of
separation, weeping so bitterly, that She
faints. Srila Rapa Gosvami does not
want this, and neither do our Gurudeva
nor any of our acaryas. What will they
want? Radha-cinta-nivesena yasya kantir
vilopita. They consider, “Krsna should
weep in separation from Srimati Radhika.
Krsna should weep. Our Srimati Radhika

is so soft, and Her feet are so soft. She
should not walk here and there to search
for Krsna. Krsna should search for Her,
because He is a cowherd boy and His feet
are very hard. He should walk far and wide
in search for Her.”

When Srimati Radhika disappeared
from the rasa dance, Sri Krsna searched
throughout the forests for Her. He could
not find Her, so He was continuously
searching and weeping. At last He sat
down at Imli-tala in Vrndavana, near
Yamuna and Seva-kunja. He was bitterly
weeping, and absorbed in thinking, “Oh,
where can I find Srimati Radhika? Where
can I find Radhika? She has left Me here.
Where has She gone?” Drowned in these
thoughts, Krsna lost His black complexion
and at once became golden. He was still
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Krsna, but He became golden like Srimati
Radhika, and His mood was changed into
Hers. At that time He began to cry bitterly,
“Oh Krsna, where are You? Oh Krsna,
where are You?”

Do you understand this? He was
not calling “Oh Radhika, Oh Radhika,” in
Krsna’s mood. Rather, Radhika’s color and
mood came in Him and He began to call,
“Krsna, Krsna, where are You?”

In all our Gurudeva’s temples and
preaching centers, he established the
Deities, Sri Ridha Vinoda-bihari — with
this mood: radha-cinta-nivesena yasya
kantir vilopita. Krsna’s color and mood
became covered with Radhika’s. That is
Caitanya Mahaprabhu.

Radhalingita-vigraham. 1 pray to
that very form of Krsna, who has been

» Gaura-vani Pracarine <

S17.877 Radha-Vinoda-biharT at St Kesavajt Gaudiya Matha in Mathura, along with the Deity of
S1T Caitanya Mahaprabhu given by Srila Bhaktivedanta Swami Maharaja prior to his taking sannydsa
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embraced by Radhika with all Her limbs.
Sri Krsna’s body has been completely
covered by all the limbs and parts of
Srimati Radhika’s body. In this way,
radhalingita-vigraha is Sr1 Caitanya
Mahaprabhu.

This is riapanuga: “Krsna should
weep; Krsna should search for Radhika.
Why should our sweet, innocent, very
simple Srimati Radhika go here and there,
in mountains, across rivers and through
thorny areas? Why should She go? Krsna
should go everywhere in search of Her.”

All rupanuga acaryas think like
this, and they have come only to bestow
their mercy upon us so that we may enter
their mood.

Srila Bhaktivedanta Swami Maharaja
spent much time cutting the jungles of

atheism and impersonalism, but he did
not come only for this. We can see from
his Nectar of Instruction, his broadcasting
of Srila Ripa Gosvamt’s teachings, that

he is giving all these truths.pd Patiently
hear about this, and then you will be

able to understand the mood of this
special riipanuga-vaisnava acarya, Srila
Bhaktivedanta Swami Maharaja. 5§

“In the madhurya-

rasa, characterized
by conjugal love,
one can become like
Srimatt Radharang,
or Her lady friends
such as Lalitd and
Her serving maids (mafjarts)
like Ritpa and Rati. This is the
essence of all instruction in the
matter of devotional service.”
(Srila Riipa Gosvami's Nectar of
Instruction, verse 8, purport)







‘Our only desire should be to
take birth under the care of a
Vaisnava. Fortunately we had

the opportunity to be born of a

Vaisnava father who took care

of us very nicely. He prayed
to Srimati Radharant that in

the future we would become a

-

servant of the eternal consort
of S1T Krsna. Thus, somehow

|
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or other we are now engaged in &
-

-

that service.”

- $1T Caitanya-caritamrta, ’

Antya-lila 1.24, purport
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trong faith in the self-
realized Guru, and in the
entire guru-parampara,

‘1s'the backbone of bhakti. If you do

not have such strong faith, your life is
unsuccessful.

That strong faith brings you to
akhanda-guru-tattva (the embodiment
of the complete principle of guru), Sri
Baladeva Prabhu. You will ultimately see
that Gurudeva is the manifestation of
Sri Nityananda Prabhu or Sri Baladeva
Prabhu. If you pray for something from
your Guru, Nityananda Prabhu and
akhanda-guru-tattva Baladeva Prabhu
will at once arrange everything. This is

o Gaura-vani Pracarine <

because Gurudeva is not separate from
Sri Nityananda Prabhu.

You should not think that Srila
Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada has
discovered something new, and that
we are ‘Prabhupadanugas’. Some think,
“Just as there are ripanuga-vaisnavas,
so we are Prabhupadanuga.” This
conception is completely ignorant.
All our acaryas have told us to follow
the riipanuga-vaisnavas.

Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu
inspired within the heart of Srila Rapa
Gosvami the essence of all spiritual
truths: knowledge of the Vedas,
Upanisads and all other scriptures.
Then, by the Lord’s mercy, Srila Rapa
Gosvami knew Mahaprabhu’s heart:

-

et

Truly R

“Unless

you become _ )

ripanuga,
you cannot
understand the

Gaudiya philosophy.”
(Nectar of Devotion.
Vrndavana, October 18, 1972)
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sri-caitanya-mano-"bhistar
sthapitam yena bhiui-tale

svayam riupah kada mahyam
dadati sva-padantikam

When will Srila Riipa Gosvami Prabhupada,
who has established within this material
world the mission to fulfill the desire of
Lord Caitanya, give me shelter under his
lotus feet? (Sri Prema-bhakti-candrika 1.38)

By the mercy of Sri Caitanya
Mahaprabhu, Srila Rapa Gosvami
manifested many books, such as Sri
Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu, Sri Ujjvala-
nilamani and Sri Upadesamrta. He
explained everything about vraja-bhakti
in Sri Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu and Sri
Ujjvala-nilamani, and he wrote the latter
especially to give gopi-prema.

He explained in Bhakti-rasamrta-
sindhu that bhakti can be experienced
in five moods and five kinds of
services: santa, dasya, sakhya, vatsalya
and madhurya. Among them, three
are prominent: sakhya, vatsalya and
madhurya. The mood of the Vrajavasis,
the residents of Vraja, is vraja-bhakti;
the mood of the gopis is madhurya-rasa
in vraja-bhakti; and the mood of Srimati
Radhika is the pinnacle of vraja-bhakti.

Those who follow the path of
raganuga in any rasa other than manjari-

bhava in madhurya-rasa are not riipanuga.

Those following the path of sakhya- and
vatsalya-rasa are raganuga, but they are
not ripanuga. Those who follow in the
personal mood of Sri Ripa-manjari and

Srila Riipa Gosvami are actually rippanuga.

What is the mood of Rapa-manjari?
She is a dasi, maidservant, of Krsna and
Radhika, but with an inclination towards
Srimati Radhika. Actually, she is a dast of
Srimati Radhika, and in this way she serves
Krsna also. If Srimati Radhika is happy,
then Krsna will automatically be happy.
If Krsna has been neglecting someone but
that person has taken shelter of Srimati
Radhika, then Krsna is bound to accept him.

yasya prasadad bhagavat-prasado
yasyaprasadan na gatih kuto ‘pi

dhyayam stuvams tasya yasas tri-sandhyam
vande guroh sri-caranaravindam

Only by the mercy of Sri Gurudeva can one
receive the mercy of Krsna; without his
grace the living entities cannot make any

advancement, nor can they be delivered.
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Meditating three times a day on the glories
of Sr1 Gurudeva and reciting stava-stuti,
I offer prayers unto his lotus feet. (Sri

Gurvastakam, verse 8)

Suppose you have made a mistake
and committed an offense at the lotus
feet of Sri Krsna, or you have neglected
Him, but at the same time you have taken
shelter at the lotus feet of your qualified
Guru. In that case Krsna may forgive
you. Sri Guru will tell Krsna, “You must
forgive him. You are bound to forgive
him, because I have accepted him.”

On the other hand, if Krsna is
about to accept that person, but Guru is
neglecting him and is upset, then Krsna
will also neglect him.

» Gaura-vani Pracarine «

In the same way, even if Krsna
has neglected someone, if that person
takes shelter of the lotus feet of Srimati
Radhika, Krsna is bound to give him
special mercy.

radhika-dasi yadi haya abhimana
sigrai milai taba gokula-kana

If you develop pride in being Srimati
Radhika’s exclusive maidservant, then
very quickly you will meet Gokula Kana.
(Sri Radha Bhajana Mahima 5) ﬂ

A morning walk in L

o0s Angeles
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rila Ripa éosvdmf’s Samadhi Te'rﬁp[e

[just outside Srila Prabhupada’s bhajana-Kutir in S1i Radha-Damodara Mandir|
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' padabjayos tava vina vara-dasyam eva

nanyat Kadapi samaye Kila devt yace
sakhyaya te mama namo stu namo stu nityam
dasyaya te mama raso Stu raso stu satyam

O most beautifully resplendant Goddess! I
shall never ask you for anything other than
the service of your lotus feet. Again and again
I offer my obeisances, from a distance, to the
desire of becoming your sakht. But what I
truly desire is to continuously relish the sweet
nectar of your service as a maidservant.

-Srila Raghunatha dasa Gosvami
(Vilapa-Kusumafijali, verse 16)
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t the time of his divine
departure from this
s world, Parama-
pujyapada Srila Bhaktivedanta Swami
Maharaja ordered me, “You should
serve me by performing my samadhi
ceremony.” He knew the meaning and
significance of entering samadhi, as well
as the proper procedures to be performed
at that time.

Samadhi is a Sanskrit word
consisting of the two syllables, sama-dhi.
Sama means “the same” and dhi means
“intelligence.” When the pure devotee
takes samadhi, it means that upon
departing from this world he enters the

» Gaura-vani Pracarine «

same level, position and spiritual mood as
the personal associates of his worshipful
Deity. He is serving in that realm according
to his own svariipa (constitutional form),
with equal qualities, intelligence and
beauty as those associates. Srila Swami
Maharaja’s worshipful Deity is Srimati
Radhika, and he serves Her under the
guidance of Her personal associates, the
manjaris.

Your Srila Prabhupada has
preached about Lord Jagannatha-
deva, Sri Krsna-Balarama and various
manifestations of Sri Sri Radha-Krsna.
But from his writings, books and
personal meetings and visits, I am
absolutely sure that his worshipful Deity
is Srimati Radhika, and he sees Sri Krsna
as Her Beloved.

The Complete Conception

At the time of Srila Swami Maharaja’s
entering samadhi, his desire was to
assist Srimati Radhika in that very place
where She renders Her services to Sri
Krsna. He was one with the mood of
Her maidservants, and he requested my
service at that time.

The leader of the maijaris, Sri Rapa-
manjari, serves Srimati Radhika when
Radhika wants to meet with Krsna. In the
dark of night she dresses Radhika in black
clothes, and ties Her ankle-bells in such
a way that they will not make any sound.
At the time of dressing Radhika, she may
decorate Her with a necklace, with the
Syamantaka jewel as its centerpiece. At that
time she may say, “This jewel is the friend

R
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of Sri Krsna’s Kaustubha jewel.” In this
way, Radhika is reminded of Her pastimes
with Lord Krsna and bestows all Her mercy
upon Sri Rapa-mafijari, who always gives so
much uddipana (inspiration) to Her bhava.
If one has the mood to assist in
his Guru’s service to Sri Rapa-manjari
or Srimati Radhika, he renders the best
service. I do not know why Srila Swami
Maharaja gave me the mercy of giving
him uddipana as he entered samadhi. I
performed this service by decorating him
with tilaka and by writing certain sacred
mantras with sandlewood paste on his
chest. These decorations indicated his
personal services to his worshipful Deity,
Srimati Radhika.




Just before his departure from this
world, he requested me to sing Sri Riipa-
manjari-pada:

$r1 riipa-manjari-pada, sei mora sampada,
sei mora bhajana-pujana

The lotus feet of Sr1 Ripa-manjari are my
dearmost treasure. They are the topmost
object of my worship and inner devotional
practices. (Sri Ripa-manjari-pada 1)

sei mora prana-dhana,  sei mora abharana,

sei mord jivanera jivand

Her lotus feet are my most cherished wealth,
more dear than my own life. They are the
exquisite ornament of my life, and indeed,
the very essence of my existence. (Sri Riipa-
marijari-pada 2)

This is the best sankirtana of Sri
Rupa-manjari, who can lead us to Radhika’s
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service. While I sang this bhajana, I saw that
Srila Swami Maharaja’s face was sometimes
colored with one transcendental mood and
sometimes with another. I requested my
brahmacari, Sesasayi prabhu, to sing with
me as | personally performed this kirtana
for him — just as I did for my Gurudeva at
the time of his entering samadhi. There
were many similarities between my diksa-
guru, Srila Bhakti Prajniana Kesava Gosvami
Maharaja, and Srila Bhaktivedanta Swami
Maharaja. I did what Srila Swami Maharaja
ordered me to do for him, and I feel so
fortunate that he gave me this service.

Also just before his departure, he
ordered me: “You should advise and help
my disciples, all GBC (Governing Body
Commision) devotees, and all devotees
connected with me.”

I did not think I could help them at
that time, for I considered them higher in
rank than myself. I thought, “They have so
much guru-nistha, faith in the lotus feet of
their Gurudeva. They are far more advanced
than I am. They know the conclusive truths
of the Krsna Consciousness philosophy better
than I. How can I help them?” But my Siksa-
guru gave some inspiration in my heart.

By Srila Swami Maharaja’s inspiration
I came to know that many disciples were
misunderstanding his real identity. They
were guessing that his constitutional form
is that of a cowherd friend of Krsna. When
I heard this, I experienced so much pain
in my heart for them — they did not have
accurate knowledge or feelings about him.

I realized that it is my duty to give them
faith in the complete conception of him, that

()
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he is in madhurya-rasa. 8 Sakhya-rasa is
included within madhurya-rasa, so sakhya-
bhava is also within him.

How Deep is the Mountain

There are two ways to see our
Gurudeva, and in this connection an
analogy can be given of the Himalayan
Mountains. The height of the Himalayas is
one thing and its depth is another. We can
somewhat see its height, but we cannot see
what is hidden deep within the ground. We
saw that Srila Swami Maharaja collected a
large number of disciples throughout the
world in practically no time; we saw all
varieties of his height. He loved everyone,
and everyone felt, “He loves me so much.”
We also saw this in our Guru Maharaja.
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“Without the gopis,
these pastimes
between Radha
and Krsna cannot
be nourished. Only by
their cooperation are such pastimes
broadcast. It is their business to
taste these mellows. (SrT Caitanya-
caritamrta, Madhya-(ila 8.203)

“Unless one practices devotional
service himself, he cannot teach it
to others. This conclusion is indeed
confirmed throughout the Gita
and Bhagavatam.” (SrT Caitanya-
caritamrta, Adi-(ila 3.21)

However, we cannot know how
deep Sri Guru is. Srila Swami Maharaja
used to sing Sri Gurvastakam with a
profound mood and tears in his eyes — in
samadhi. He did not see who was looking
at him and who was not, who was taking
part and who was not. He was simply
absorbed in singing and playing his
karatalas.

The first four verses of Sri
Gurvastakam contain very high subject
matter that we can realize and see. But at
present we cannot realize the next two
verses:

sri-radhika-madhavayor apara-
madhurya-lila-guna-rupa-namnam
prati-ksanasvadana-lolupasya
vande guroh $r1 caranaravindam
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At every moment St1 Gurudeva is
experiencing intense greed in his heart to
taste the unlimited sweetness of the holy
names, forms, qualities, and pastimes of Sri
Sri Radha-Madhava in Vrndavana. I offer my
prayers unto the lotus feet of Sri Gurudeva.
(Sr1 Gurvastakam, verse 5)

nikufija-yuno rati-keli-siddhyai
ya yalibhir yuktir apeksaniya
tatrati-daksyad ati-vallabhasya
vande guroh $r1 caranaravindam

Sri Gurudeva is always present with the
sakhis, planning the arrangements for the
perfection of Yugala-kisora’s amorous pastimes
(rati-keli) within the kuiijas of Vrndavana.
Because he is so expert in making these
tasteful arrangements for Their pleasure, he is
very dear to Sri Radha and Krsna. I offer my
prayers unto the lotus feet of Sr1 Gurudeva.
(Sri Gurvastakam, verse 6)
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Only one who is equal to his self-
realized Guru can understand his depth.
A kanistha-adhikari (novice devotee)
and a madhyama-adhikari (intermediate
devotee) cannot guess how deep his
feelings are. They cannot begin to imagine
the fathomless moods of krsna-prema and
radha-prema in their Guru’s heart. Without
being an uttama-adhikari, a topmost pure
devotee, one cannot understand.

Kanistha- and madhyama-adhikari
devotees can see his height, his aisvarya
(opulence), the way in which he collected
disciples and very quickly preached all
over the world. But it is more valuable
to see his depth. He has not collected
disciples just so we can experience his
height. Ultimately, he brought us to him
with the sole aim of giving us his deep

thoughts. Of course this will take time; it
could take many births to realize this.

When I look towards him and
remember his orders, I become moved,
knowing that he is engaged in nikunja-
yuno rati-keli-siddhyai. The main reason
he came was to give this very same
service. P9 He came to obey the orders of
Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu, Nityananda
Prabhu g and Sri Sri Radha and Krsna,
but he had to spend a great deal of time
laying the groundwork for this.

His Gurudeva was in a similar
situation. Srila Prabhupada Bhaktisiddhanta
Sarasvati Thakura has said, “I came
to give some valuable conceptions in
raganuga-bhava, but I could not do so in
the way I desired. Most of my life was
spent in sweeping and cutting jungles.”

Cherished SPervice
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“The Vedanta says that God is anandamaya, full of bliss and pleasure, and we are
part and parcel of God, we are also of the same quality. Anandamayo 'bhyasat. So our
whole process is to join the supreme anandamaya, Krsna, in His dance party. That
will make us actually happy.” (Bhagavad-gita 6.1 Los Angeles, February 13, 1969)

(\‘\-. 30 .-f/-.-

“ “‘Unless you take shelter under the shade of the lotus feet of Nityananda,’ radha-
Krsna paite nai, ‘it will be very difficult to approach Radha-Krsna.' This Krsna
consciousness movement is for approaching Radha-Krsna, to be associated with the
Supreme Lord in His sublime pleasure dance. That is the aim of Krsna consciousness.
So Narottama dasa Thakura's advice is ‘If you actually want to enter into the dancing
party of Radha-Krsna, then you must take shelter of the lotus feet of Nityananda.””
(Purport to Nitai-Pada-Kamala, Los Angeles, December 21, 1968)

This type of preaching is essential.
Without preaching vaidhi-bhakti the
main thing cannot be given, because
vaidhi-bhakti is a prerequisite for further
advancement. Srila Sarasvati Thakura
also used to say that when the Mayavada
philosophy is present, there can be no
preaching of bhakti. We will therefore
have to cut the jungles of atheism,
Mayavada, sahajiyaism and other non-
Vedic philosophies. We will have to
spend time defeating their arguments.

Now I think that by obeying Srila
Swami Maharaja’s orders, I have been
fortunate to play a small role in this deeper
mission. If I can inspire raganuga-bhakti in
the hearts of devotees, I will see that I have
fulfilled the orders he gave me. This is the
best service I can render to his lotus feet.
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When you are situated in raganuga-
bhakti, you will be able to factually see
his relationship with Sri Sri Radha and
Krsna in gopi-bhava. Then you can deeply
think of his services to the Divine Couple
in nikunja-yuno rati-keli-siddhyai.

He used to sing daily, “Jaya radha-
madhava jaya kuiija-bihari gopi-jana-vallabha
jaya giri-vara-dhari.”

Srila Swami Maharaja has so much
transcendental greed to serve Kunja-
Bihari. A cowherd boy does not have these
sentiments and exalted conceptions. B The
reference to gopi-jana-vallabha in this song
is also in our gopala-mantra, and it filled his
heart. He desired to give the service of gopi-
jana-vallabha as performed by the gopis.

He saw that there were only a few
in this world who were qualified for this;

Gaura-vani Pracarine <<~

worships the Lord in the ecstasy of the gopis, following in their footsteps, can engage
in the service of Sr7 ST Radha-Krsna in the bushes of Vindavana. Only then can one
understand the conjugal love between Radha and Krsna. There is no other procedure for
understanding.” (Sr7 Caitanya-caritamrta, Madhya-(ila 8.204-205)

“The means for returning home, for going back to Godhead, is devotional service, but
everyone has a different taste in the Lord s service. One may be inclined to serve the
Lord in servitude (ddsya-rasa), fraternity (sakhya-rasa) or parental love (vatsalya-rasa),
but none of these can enable one to enter into the service of the Lord in conjugal love.
To attain such service, one fias to follow in the footsteps of the gopts in the ecstasy of

sakhi-bhava. Then only can one understand the transcendental mellow of conjugal love.”

(877 Caitanya-caritamrta, Madhya-(ila 8.204-205, purport)
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the number could be counted on one’s
fingers. Thus, in order to gradually bring
his audiences to a level of understanding,
he preached about Lord Jagannatha-deva
and established Deities of Sri Sita-Rama
and Sri Krsna-Balarama.

The gopis also spoke about Rama-
Krsna in Srimad-Bhagavatam, but they
were not referring to Balarama. Balarama
is sometimes called Rama, but the gopis
were indicating Ramaniya-Krsna, that is,
Sri Krsna the enjoyer of Sri Radha. The
gopis’ Rama is Krsna. Qualified devotees,
who have actually received the mercy of
their Gurudeva, will understand this.

The best service I can render to his
lotus feet is to give even an atom of the
feelings of these exalted conceptions to his
disciples and followers. #T







% (jaya) radha-madhava (jaya) Kufija-bihari
gopi-jana-vallabha (jaya) giri-vara-dhart
yasoda-nandana, braja-jana-rafijana
yamuna-tira-vanacart

Al glories to Sri Radha-Madhava!
All glories to Kufija-Bihari, who is
the gopis’ dearmost beloved. He lifted
Govardhana ([ and is the darling
son of Yasoda Maiya. He wanders

in the forests along the banks of the
Yamuna, where He enjoys with the
many different gopts in their own
groves.
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Acarya — spiritual preceptor; one who teaches by
example.

Acintya-bhedabheda-tattva — the entire universe,
consisting of conscious living entities and non-
sentient matter, is Sri Krsna’s acintya-bhedabheda-
tattva. That is to say, it is His manifestation, which
is inconceivably both one with and different from
Him.

Adhiradha-mahabhava — the extremely high state of
mahabhava, found only in the gopis of Vraja.

Aisvarya — opulence, splendor, majesty or supremacy.
In regard to bhakti, this refers to devotion to Sri
Krsna in a mood of awe and reverence rather than
sweetness (madhurya). In that mood intimacy of
exchange between Sr1 Krsna and His devotee is
restricted.

Akhanda-guru-tattva — Sri Baladeva Prabhu, the
complete and undivided principle of Sri Guru.

Akhila-rasamrta-sindhu — the ocean of nectarean
mellows, Sri Krsna.

Anartha — an-artha means ‘non-value’; unwanted
desires, activities or habits that impede one’s
advancement in bhakti.

Anartha-nivrtti — freedom from sinful activities; the
clearing of all unwanted desires from the heart.
This is the fourth stage in the development of
the creeper of devotion, which occours by the
influence of sadhu-sanga (association of pure
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devotees) and bhajana-kriya (execution of the limbs

of bhakti).

Anubhavas — one of the five essential ingredients
of rasa.The actions which display or reveal the
spiritual emotions situated within the heart.

Anuga — follower.

Anuraga — (1) attachment, affection or love;

(2) an intensified stage of prema which comes just
prior to mahabhava.

Aparadha — apa means ‘against’ or ‘taking away’; radha
means ‘flow of affection’; an offence committed
against the holy name, Vaisnavas, the spiritual
master, the scriptures, holy places or the deity.

Aradhya — the object of worship.

Asakti — Deep attachment for the Lord and His
associates. Asakti occurs when ones liking for
bhajana leads to a direct attachment for the person
who is the object of that bhajana. This is the
seventh stage in the development of the creeper of
devotion, and it is awakened upon the maturing of
one’s taste for bhajana.

Asat-sampradaya — a group professing a philosophy
that is outside any bona fide disciplic succession.

Asta-kaliya-lila — the pastimes which Lord Krsna
performs with His associates during the eight
periods of the day and night.

Asta-sattvika-bhavas — eight ecstatic symptoms:

(1) becoming stunned, (2) perspiring, (3) hairs
standing on end, (4) faltering of the voice,

(5) trembling, (6) loss of color, (7) tears, and
(8) loss of consciousness or fainting; see also
Sattvika-bhavas.

(
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Baddha-jivas — conditioned souls.

Babaji — a term of respect with is given to sadhus
(highly advanced devotees) and Vaisnavas,
particularly those who have given up all
connection with household life. The title is also
sometimes given to those who are not truely
sadhus.

Bhagavan — the Supreme Personality of Godhead.

Bhagavata — anything related to Bhagavan, the
Supreme Lord, but especially the pure devotees
of the Lord (bhakta-bhagavata) and the Vedic
scriptures (grantha-bhagavata).

Bhajana — spiritual practices: especially hearing,
chanting, and meditating upon the holy name,
form, qualities, and pastimes of Sr1 Krsna.

Bhajana-kriya — engagement in devotional practices
such as hearing and chanting. This is the third
stage in the development of the creeper of
devotion, and it occours by the influence of sadhu-
sanga.

Bhakta — a devotee.

Bhakta-bhagavata — the pure devotee.

Bhakti — the performance of activities which are
meant to satisfy or please the Supreme Lord
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Sri Krsna, which are done in a favorable spirit
saturated with love, which is devoid of all desires
other than the desire for the Lord’s benefit and
pleasure, and which is not covered by karma and
jnana.

Bhakti-rasa — the transcendental mellows of pure
devotional service.

Bhakti-yoga — the path of spiritual realization through
devotional service to Lord Krsna.

Bhava — spiritual emotions or sentiments.

Brahmacari — a celibate, unmarried student.

D

Darsana — seeing, meeting, visiting or beholding
(especially in regard to a deity, a sacred place or an
exalted Vaisnava).

Dasa-miila — Ten ontological principles. The first
principle is known as pramana, the evidence
which establishes the existence of the fundamental
truths. The other nine are known as prameya, the
truths which are to be established.

Dasi — a maidservant.

Dasya — servitorship.

Dasya-rasa — love or attachment for Sri Krsna that is
expressed in the mood of a servant; one of the five
primary relationships with Krsna.

Dhama - a holy place of pilgrimage; the abode of God,
wherein He appears and enacts His transcendental
pastimes.

Diksa — initiation from a spiritual master; in the
Bhakti-sandarbha (Anuccheda 283) Srila Jiva
Gosvami has defined diksa as followes: “Learned
exponents of the Absolute Truth declare that the
process by which the spiritual master imparts
divine knowledge (divya-jiiana) to the disciple and
eradicates all sins is known as diksa.” Diksa-guru —
initiating spiritual master; one who gives a mantra
in accordance with the regulations of sastra to a
qualified candidate for the purpose of worshiping
the Lord and realizing Him through that mantra is
known as a diksa- or mantra-guru.

Divya-jiiana — transcendental knowledge of the Lord’s
form and one’s specific relationship with Him.

Dvapara-yuga — the age preceding Kali-yuga. In
Dvapara-yuga people attained perfection by
performing excellent worship of the deity of the
Lord. Also see yuga and yuga-dharma.

Dvaraka — after leaving Mathura, Lord Krsna
established Dvaraka as his capital city. There He
performed His householder pastimes and His
pastimes as a ksatriya (warrior). Modern-day
Dvaraka is a small city located at the western tip
of the Gujarat peninsula on the Arabian Sea.

Ghata — bathing place.
Gambhira — the room in which Sri Caitanya
Mahaprabhu stayed in Jagannatha-Puri.

Gaudiya — in the line of Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu.

Gaudiya-sampradaya — the school of Vaisnavism that
follows in the line of Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu.

Gaudiya Vaisnavas — (1) any Vaisnava who follows
the teachings of Sr1 Caitanya Mahaprabhu; (2) a
Vaisnava born in Bengal.

Gaura-dhama — see Navadvipa-dhama.

Gaura-vani — the teachings of Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu.

Gayatri-mantra — a sacred verse, repeated by
brahmanas at the three junctions of the day. The
gayatri-mantra is personified as a goddess, the
wife of Brahma and mother of the four Vedas.

GBC - Governing Body Commision. The main function
of the GBC, appointed by Srila Prabhupada
Bhaktivedanta Swami Maharaja, was to oversee the
management of ISKCON and to encourage and assist
in the insurance that the regulative principles were
practiced in the temples.

Goloka-Vrndavana — the higest realm in the spiritual
world; the abode of Sri Krsna, wherein He is
manifest in His original and topmost feature as a
cowherd boy.

Gopa — (1) a cowherd boy who serves Krsna in a mood
of intimate friendship;

(2) and elderly associate of Nanda Maharaja who
serves Krsna in a mood of parental affection.

Gopala-mantra — a sacred verse, repeated by Gaudiya
Vaisnava brahmanas at the three junctions of the
day.
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Gopi - (1) one of the young cowherd maidens of
Vraja, headed by Srimati Radhika, who serve
Krsna in a mood of amorous love;

(2) an elderly associate of Mother Yasoda, who
serves Krsna in a mood of parental affection.

Grantha-bhagavata — the Vedic scriptures.

Guru-parampara — the disciplic succession of bonafide
Gurus or spiritual masters, through which spiritual
knowledge is transmitted.

Guru-nistha — strong faith in the self-realized Guru.

H

Hari-katha — narrations of the holy names, form,
qualities and pastimes of Sri Hari (Krsna) and His
associates.

Harinama — the chanting of Sri Krsna’s holy names.

Hladini — Sri Krsna’s pleasure potency; the potency
which relates to the bliss aspect (ananda) of the
Supreme Lord. Although the Supreme Lord is the
embodiment of all pleasure, hladini is that potency
by which He relishes transcendental bliss and
causes others to taste bliss.

v}

Jagannatha Puri — the place where Lord Jagannatha,
the Lord of the Universe, eternally resides.
Jagannatha Puri is located on the coast of the
Bay of Bengal. Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu resided
there for 24 years. Many pastimes with His most
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intimate associates took place at different sites in
the Jagannatha Puri area.

Jiva — the eternal living entitiy who, in the conditioned
stage of material existence, assumes a material
body in any of the 8,400,000 species of life.

Jnana — (1) knowledge in general; (2) knowledge
which leads to impersonal liberation; (3)
transcendental knowledge of one’s relationship
with Sri Krsna.

e

Kali-yuga — the present age of quarrel and hypocrisy
that began five thousand years ago. In Kali-yuga
people attain perfection by chanting the holy
names of the Lord; also see yuga and yuga-dharma.

Kanistha-adhikari — a neophyte practitioner of bhakti.

Kanti-mala — neck beads.

Karatalas — small brass hand cymbals used in the
performance of devotional songs.

Karma — (1) any activity performed in the course of
material existence; (2) reward-seeking activities;
pious activities leading to material gain in this
world or in the heavenly planets after death;

(3) fate; previous actions which yield inevitable
reactions.

Kirtana — one of the nine most important limbs of
bhakti; consisting of either:

(1) congregational singing of Sri Krsna’s holy
names, usually accompanied by music;

(2) loud individual chanting of the holy name; or
(3) oral descriptions of the glories of Sri Krsna’s
names, forms, qualities, associates and pastimes.

Krsna-dasyam — service to Krsna; the dharma, or
spiritual function of the living entity.

Krsna-prema — pure love for Krsna; also see prema.

Kunja — secluded forest grove; a natural, shady retreat
with a roof and walls formed by trees, vines,
creepers and other climbing plants.

Kuruksetra — a holy place, due to the penances of
King Kuru. It was here that Lord Krsna spoke the
Bhagavad-gita to his friend Arjuna, just before the
beginning of the great Mahabharata war.

M

Madanakhya-mahabhava — the highest type of
adhiradha-mahabhava, found only in Srimat
Radhika.

Madhurya — (1) sweetness or beauty; (2) conjugal
love; (3) in regard to bhakti this refers to devotion
which is inspired by attraction to Krsna’s sweet
and intimate features as a beautiful cowherd
boy. This type of devotion allows for the
greatest exchange of love between Him and His
associates.

Madhurya-rasa — also known as srngara-rasa; love or
attachment for St Krsna that is expressed in the
mood of a conjugal lover; one of the five primary
relationships with Krsna.
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Madhyama-adhikari — a practitioner of bhakti who
has reached the intermediate stage of spiritual
development.

Mahabhava — the highest stage of prema. The
symptoms of mahabhava are visible only in the
bodies of eternal associates like the gopis.

Mana — the sentiment that prevents the lover and
beloved from meeting freely, although they are
together and are attracted to each other. Mana gives
rise to transient emotions like anger, despodency,
doubt, restlessness, pride and jealousy.

Mangalacarana — auspicious invocation.

Manjari — (1) bud of a flower; (2) a maidservant of
Srimati Radhika.

Matha — preaching center; monastry; temple.

Mathura — the place where Sri Krsna appeared as
the son of Vasudeva and Devaki in the prison of
His maternal uncle, Karmhsa. Mathura is situated
150km south of Delhi and 14km north of
Vrndavana.

Maya — the Lord’s deluding potency; illusion; that
which is not; the Lord’s external potency, which
influences the living entities to accept the false
egoism of being independent enjoyers of this
material world. Also called Mahamaya or maya-
sakti.

Mayapura — the appearance place of Sr1 Caitanya
Mahaprabhu, situated on the island of Antardvipa
within the greater region of Navadvipa.

Mayavada — a theory of the impersonalist followers
of Sankaracarya, stating that the Lord’s form, this
material world, and the individual existence of the
living entities are maya or false.

Mayavadi — an advocate of the doctrine of
impersonalism.

Mrdanga — a double-headed clay drum, which is used
in the performance of devotional songs.

Mukta-jivas — liberated souls.

Nama-sankirtana — the practice of chanting the holy
name of Krsna; especially congregational chanting.

Nagar-sankirtana — the act of singing religious songs
in procession through a city or village.

Navadvipa-dhama — the sacred nine-island region
about 130km north of Calcutta, where Sri
Caitanya Mahaprabhu enacted His early pastimes;
also called Gaura-dhama.

Nirvisesa — devoid of variety; the featurless,
impersonal aspect of the Absolute.

Nistha — firm faith; steadiness in one’s devotional
practices. The fifth stage in the development of the
creeper of devotion.

Nitya-dharma — eternal nature; eternal characteristic
or function; that which relates to the eternal
constitutional function of an object or thing.

Nitya-navina — ever fresh and new.

Nitya-sakhi — see svapaksa-sakhi.

2

Parakiya-rasa — transcendental paramour love; an
amorous relationship outside of marriage.

Parama-tattva — the Supreme Absolute Truth, Sri
Krsna.

Parampara — disciplic succession.

Prabhu - title, meaning ‘master’, lord’ or ‘ruler’.

Prabhupadanuga — Anuga means follower - this
is the false conception that Srila Prabhupada
Bhaktivedanta Swami Maharaja is the first and/or
final spiritual master of the Krsna Consciousness
movement, and that his followers are his alone.

Prakata-lila — Lord Krsna’s manifest pastimes.

Pramana — evidence.

Prameya — fundamental truths.

Pranama-mantra — a sacred mantra for offering
obeisances; ‘The Guru’s internal, spiritual mood
of service to Sri Radhika and Krsna is conveyed
to the disciple through the medium of a mantra.
Everything is given in seed form within the
mantra.

Prana-sakhi — see svapaksa-sakhi.

Pranaya — an intensified stage of prema; a stage in
the development of prema up to mahabhava. It is
described in Ujjvala-nilamani (14.108): “When
mana assumes a feature of unrestrained intimacy,
known as visrambha, learned authorities refer to
it as pranaya.” The word visrambha used in this
verse means complete confidence, devoid of any
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restraint or formality. This confidence causes one
to consider one’s life, mind, intelligence, body and
possessions to be one in all respects with the life,
mind, intelligence, and body of the beloved.

Prananatha, Pranesvara — literally means ‘the lord of
one’s life’, but it carries the sense of one who is
infinitely more dear to one than one’s own life.

Prayaga — the place where Srila Rapa Gosvami first
met Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu, on the bank of
the Dasasvamedha-ghata. There, Mahaprabhu
instructed Rapa Gosvami continually for ten days
on the science of devotional service to the Lord.
Presently known as Allahabad.

Prema — ‘Love for Krsna which is extremely
concentrated, which completely melts the
heart, and which gives rise to a deep sense of
possessiveness in realtion to the Lord.” (Bhakti-
rasamrta-sindhu 1.4.1)

Priti — love for Krsna, which is also known as
prema or bhakti. The symptom of this priti is an
uninterrupted desire to please the object of priti,
Sri Krsna

Priya-sakhi — see svapaksa-sakhi.

Priya-narma-sakhi — see svapaksa-sakhi.

R

Radha-kunda — the sacred place in Vrndavana wherein
Sri Sri Radha and Krsna perform their bathing and
other mid-day sports.
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Raga — deep attachment for the object of one’s affection;
“That stage at which affection for the beloved
converts unhappiness into happiness is called raga,
or attachment. When one has such attachment for
Krsna, he can give up his own life to satisfy his
beloved Krsna.” (Sri Caitanya-caritamrta, Madhya-
lila 19.178, purport)

Raganuga-bhakti — bhakti that follows in the wake
of Sr1 Krsna's eternal associates in Vraja, the
ragatmikad-janas, whose hearts are permeated with
ragd, an unquenchable loving thirst for Krsna
which gives rise to spontaneous and intense
absorption.

Ragatmika — one in whose heart there naturally and
eternally exists a deep spontaneous desire to love
and serve Sr1 Krsna. This specifically refers to the
eternal residents of Vraja.

Rasa — (1) the spiritual transformation of the heart
which takes place when the perfectional state of
love for Sri Krsna, known as rati, is converted into
‘liquid’ emotions by combining with various types
of transcendental ecstasies; (2) taste, favor.

Rati — (1) attachment, fondness for; (2) a stage in the
development of bhakti which is synonymous with
bhava; also see bhava.

Rsi — a great sage, learned in the Vedas.

Ruci — taste; this is the sixth stage in the development
of the creeper of devotion. At this stage, with
the awakening of actual taste, one’s attraction to

spiritual practices, exceeds one’s attraction to any
material activity.

Ritpanuga — followers of Srila Rapa Gosvami; Rapa
Gosvami is the most exalted servitor of Srimati
Radharani and Lord Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu.
Those who adhere to his service are known as
riipanuga devotees.

S

Sadhaka — practitioner; one who follows a spiritual
discipline to achieve bhava-bhakti.

Sadhana — the process of devotional service,
performed in order to obtain one’s specific goal
(sadhya).

Sadhana-bhajana — the practicing stage of devotion;
the various spiritual disciplines performed for the
satisfaction of Sri Krsna are undertaken through
the medium of the senses, for the purpose of
bringing about the manifestation of bhava-bhakti.

Sadhu-sanga — the association of highly advanced
devotees; it is the second stage in the development
of the creeper of devotion and the most important
factor for advancement in bhakti.

Sadhya — goal.

Sahajiya — a class of so-called devotees, who want
to jump immediately to the raga-marga. They
ignore the regulative principles and scriptural
injunctions and try to imitate the Lord’s amorous
pastimes.
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Sakha — a male friend, companion, or attendant; a gopa
friend.

Sakhi — a female friend, companion, or attendant; a
gopi friend.

Sakhibheki — materialistic devotees who think they
can enjoy spiritual conjugal love with this gross
body.

Sakhya — friendship.

Sakhya-rasa — the love or attachment for Sri Krsna that
is expressed in the mood of a friend; one of the
five primary relationships with Krsna.

Samadhi — concentration of the mind; meditation
or deep trance, either on Paramatma or upon
Krsna’s lila. Sama means “the same” and dhi means
“intelligence”.

Sambhogatmika — direct enjoyment with Sri Krsna
in an amorous relationship; also see unnatojjvala-
rasa.

Sampradaya — a particular system of religious
teaching; an established doctrine, transmitted
from one teacher to another; a line of disciplic
succession.

Samskara — impressions on the heart from previous
activities.

Samvit — Sri Krsna's knowledge potency; the cognisant
aspect of the Lord’s spiritual potency. Although
the Lord is the embodiment of knowledge, samvit
is the potency by which He knows Himself and
causes others to know Him.

Sandhini — Sri Krsna’s existence potency; the potency
that maintains the spiritual existence of the
Supreme Lord and His associates; embodied by
Lord Baladeva.

Sannyasa — the renounced order; the fourth asrama
or stage of life in the Vedic social system, called
varnasrama-dharma, which organizes society into
four occupational divisions (varnas) and four
stages of life (asramas); renounced, ascetic life.

Sannyasi — a member of the renounced order.

Santa - neutral love.

Sarva-saktiman — Sri Krsna, the possessor of
unlimited, multifarious potencies.

Sastra — scriptures, especially Vedic scriptures.

Sattvika-bhavas — one of the five essential ingredients
of rasa; eight symptoms of spiritual ecstacy arising
exclusively when the heart is overwhelmed by
emotions in connection with the five primary
moods of affection for Krsna or the seven secondary
emotions.

Satya-yuga — the first of the four Ages. In Satya-yuga
people attained perfection by performing astanga-
yoga; also see yuga and yuga-dharma.

Siddha-deha — one’s perfected spiritual identity or
spiritual body, which is fit to serve Radha and Krsna.

Sikha — lock of hair on the top of the head.

Siksa — instructions received from a teacher; as one
of the limbs of bhakti, this specifically refers to
instructions received from a Guru about bhakti.

Siksa-guru — the person from whom one recieves
instructions on how to progress on the path of
bhajana is known as Siksa-guru, or instructing
spiritual master.

Smrti-sastras — literally ‘that which is remembered:
supplementary scriptures to the original Vedic
scriptures (Sruti). Smrti includes the six Vedangas,
the dharma-sastras such as Manu-samhita, the
Puranas and the itihas (histories).

Sneha — affection. That aspect of prema in which the
melting of the heart for the lover is concentrated.
The symptom of such affection is that the
lover cannot remain for a moment without
the association of the beloved. (Sri Caitanya-
caritamrta, Madhya-lila 19.178, purport)

Sraddha — initial faith; faith in the statements of Guru,
sadhu, and scriptures. Sraddha is awakened when
one has accumulated devo-tional pious activities
over many births, or by the association and mercy
of a transcendental person who has dedicated his
life to the service of Lord Krsna. It is the first stage
in the development of the creeper of devotion.

Srngara-rasa — the mellow of amorous love, also
known as madhurya-rasa.

Suddha-bhakti — pure devotional service.
Suhrda-sakhi — She is neither svapaksa (on Sri Radha’s
side), nor vipaksa (opposed to Radha’s side), nor
tatastha (neutral to Radha’s side). She is friendly

with Radhika and neutral towards Candravali
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and other vipaksa-sakhis. Conversely, the sakhi
who is neutral to Srimati Radhika is friendly to
Candravali.

Stnyavada — Buddhism; the doctrine of nihilism
and voidism, which has as its goal complete
annihilation of the Self.

Stanyavadi — one who advocates the doctrine of
nihilism and voidism.

Sva-bhakti-Sriyam — sva means own, bhakti refers
to Radhika’s bhakti, and sriya means beauty; the
beauty of Srimati Radhika’s unnatojjvala-rasa. That
“beauty” is called manjari-bhava, the mood of Her
dear maidservants.

Svapaksa-sakhi — a gopi who is on the side of Srimati
Radhika and is Her intimate sakhi. Among the
svapaksa-sakhis of Radhika there are five divisions:
sakhi, nitya-sakhi, prana-sakhi, priya-sakhi and
priya-narma-sakhi.

Tatastha-sakhi — a gopi who is neutral to Radhika’s
side, and friendly to the side of Candravali.

Tat-tad-bhavecchatmika — enjoyment with Lord Krsna
that is experienced vicariously by assisting Sri
Radha; also see unnatojjvala-rasa.

Tilaka — clay markings worn on the forehead and
other parts of the body by Vaisnavas, signifying
their devotion to Sri Krsna or Visnu, and
consecrating the body as the Lord’s temple.
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Treta-yuga — literaly ‘the third’, but in this present
cycle, due to astrological reasons, the second of
the four yugas. In that Age, people attain spiritual
perfection through the performance of fire
sacrifices.

Tulasi — a sacred plant whose leaves and blossom are
used by Vaisnavas in the worship of Sri Krsna; the
wood is also used to make chanting beads and
neck beads.

Tulasi-mala — either neck beads or chanting beads,
made from the wood of the sacred tulasi plant.

U

Uddipana — stimulus; a stimulant to Krsna-prema,
such as Krsna’s anklebells, peacock feather or
garland.

Unnatojjvala-rasa — unnata means highest, ujjvala
means brilliantly shining, and rasa means the
mellow taste of a specific relationship with Krsna;
it is the most sublime and radiant mellow of
conjugal love.

Uttama-adhikari — the topmost devotee, who is perfect
in his devotion unto $ri Krsna.

vV

Vaidhi-bhakti — When sadhana-bhajana is not inspired
by intense longing, but is instigated instead by
the discipline of the scriptures, it is called vaidhi-
bhakti.

Vaisnava — literally means one whose nature is ‘of
Visnu’, in other words, one in whose heart and
mind only Visnu or Krsna resides. A devotee of Sri
Krsna or Visnu.

Vaisnava-dharma — Vaisnava-religion; the
constitutional function of the soul, which has
as its goal the attainment of love for Krsna. This
is also known as jaiva-dharma, the fundamental
nature of living being, and nitya-dharma, the
eternal function of the soul.

Vani — teaching.

Vatsalya-rasa — the love or attachment for Sri Krsna
that is expressed in the mood of a parent; one of )
the five primary relationships with Krsna.

Vedanta — ‘the conclusion of Vedic knowledge.” The
Upanisads are the latter portion of the Vedas and
the Vedanta-sitra summarises the philosophy of
the Upanisads in concise statements. Therefore,

‘Vedanta’ especially refers to the Vedanta-sutra.

Vedas — the four primary books of knowledge
compiled by Srila Vyasadeva, namely the Rg Veda,
Sama Veda, Atharva Veda and Yajur Veda.

Vibhinnamsa — Sri Krsna’s infinitesimal, separated
portions; the living entities.

Vipaksa-sakhi — a gopi who is opposed to Srimati
Radhika, like Candravali and all of her sakhis.

Vraja, Vraja-dhama — the eighty-four square mile
track of land where Sri Krsna enacted His
childhood and youthful pastimes with His

Olossary




cowherd boyfriends, girlfriends, parents and
well-wishers.

Vraja-prema — the prema or love for Krsna that lives in
the hearts of the inhabitants of Vraja.

Vrajavasi — a resident of Vraja.

Vrndavana — ‘the forest of Vrnda’; the famous place
where Sr1 Krsna enacted unlimited enchanting
pastimes; one of the twelve forests of Vraja. Also
see Goloka-Vrndavana and Vraja-dhama.

Yogamaya — the internal potency of the Lord, who
engages in arranging and enhancing all His
pastimes.

Yuga — one of the four Ages: Satya-yuga, Treta-yuga,
Dvapara-yuga, and Kali-yuga. These four yugas
rotate, like calender months. The duration of each
yuga is different. They are said to be respectively
1,728,000; 1,296,000; 864,000; and 432,000
years. The descending numbers represent a
corresponding physical and moral deterioration
of mankind in each Age. The four yugas together
comprise an aggregate of 4,320,000 years and
constitute a maha-yuga.

Yuga-dharma — the principle religious duty of a yuga.
Each Age or yuga has its own specific process for
self-realization and spiritual advancement.

GLOSSARY



» Gaura-vani Pracarine « >
-

o

Books by ST Srimad Bhaktivedanta =
Swami Maharaja g‘

=

In Search of the Ultimate Goal of Life — Sri \.e

Ramananda Samvada. Bangalore, Gosai @

Publishers, 1998 (2"¢ edition).
Journey of Self-Discovery. Los Angeles,
Bhaktivedanta Book Trust, 1990.
Nectar of Devotion — The Complete Science of
Bhakti-yoga. Boston, Iskcon Press, 1970. jJ
Nectar of Instruction. Los Angeles, Bhaktivedanta
Book Trust, 1975.
Sri Caitanya-caritamrta. New York, Bhaktivedanta
Book Trust, 1975.
Srimad-Bhagavatam. Los Angeles, Bhaktivedanta
Book Trust, 1978.
Teachings of Lord Caitanya. New York,

International Society for Krishna

Consciousness, 1968.

1 22



Books by Stz Srimad Bhaktivedanta
Narayana Maharaja

Gita-govinda. Vrndavana, Gaudiya Vedanta
Publications, 2005.

Jaiva-dharma. Vrndavana, Gaudiya Vedanta
Publications, 2002 (2™ edition).

Sr1 Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu-bindhu. Vrndavana,
Gaudiya Vedanta Publications, 1996.

Sri Siksastaka. Vrndavana, Gaudiya Vedanta
Publications, 1994.

1123

Lectures by Sri Srimad Bhaktivedanta
Swami Maharaja

“Bhagavad-gita 6.1.” Los Angeles, 13 February 1969.

“General lecture.” Seattle, 4 October 1968.

“Nectar of Devotion.” Vrndavana, 18 October 1972.

“Purport to Nitai-pada-kamala.” Los Angeles, 21
December 1968.

“Sr1 Caitanya-caritamrta, Adi-lila 7.92-2.
Vrndavana, 13 March 1974.

“Srimad-Bhagavatam 5.5.2.” Hyderabad, 13 April
1975.

Vaisnava Poetry

Bhakti Prajiana Kesava Maharaja. “Sri Radha
Vinoda-bihari Tattvastakam.”

Bhaktivinoda Thakura. “Palya-dasi Kori Lalita
Sundari.” In: Sri Gita-mala.

Bhaktivinoda Thakura. “Sri Radha Bhajana
Mahima.” In: Gitavali.

Prabodhananda Sarasvati Thakura. Radha-rasa-
sudha-nidhi.

Narottama dasa Thakura. Sri Prema-bhakti-
candrika.

Narottama dasa Thakura. “St Rapa-manjari-
pada.” In: Prarthana.

Raghunatha dasa Gosvami. Vilapa-kusumanjali.

Visvanatha Cakravarti Thakura. “Sri

Gurvastakam.”

——

e

g -2 -
\_-__._'_'_,_,.. -

e L ‘BIBLIOGR APH




For further information, please visit our websites:
_

)

e

www.purebhakti.com

for news, updates and free downloads of books and lectures.

www.harikatha.com

to receive by e-mail, the lectures given by
Sr1 Srimad Bhaktivedanta Narayana Maharaja on his world tours.

www.pbwebcast.com

to watch and hear classes online,
or get links and schedule updates for live webcasts.

or contact us at the listings below —
\.______r:—-—'-—'__‘_—"‘\




- —— =

AMERICA: ¢ California — Los Angeles: Sri Radha-Govinda
Gaudiya Matha, 301 Rose Ave., Venice, CA 90291 Tel:
(001) 310-450 5371 e-mail: purebhakti@hotmail.com
- — Badger: Nanda Gopal dasa Tel: (001) 559-337 2448 e-mail:

nandagopal@purebhakti.com — San Jose: Subala Sakha dasa,
5212 Union Ave., San Jose, 95124 Tel: (001) 408-377 1632

! e-mail: bhatiuml@yahoo.com

", e Florida — Alachua: Isa dasa Tel: (001) 386-462 9029

- e-mail: isadasa@hotmail.com — Miami: Institute of

| Vaisnavism, 934 N. University Drive #102

# Tel: (001) 754-245 2345 / Sunanda dasa Tel: (001) 954-

. 907 2884, (001) 954-344 5404 e-mail: sushelle@aol.com

— Orlando: Latika dasi Tel: (001) 407-366 8582 e-mail:

latikal08@yahoo.com

e Hawaii — Hilo: Gopa-vrndapala dasa Tel: (001)808-9357247

¥ — Maui: Chiranjiva dasa and Shamapriya dasi, 1140 Freitas

L place, Makawao, Maui Hi 96768 Tel: (001) 808-573 6968

1 e-mail: shamapriyal08@yahoo.com

- e Texas — Houston: IGVS, Krsna dasa, 16119 Abergreen Trail,

Houston, TX 77095 Tel: (001) 281-550 2940

- e-mail: kris4basics@hotmail.com

* New Jersey: Vinay Krishna dasa 491 Vernon Ct., Piscataway

Tel: (001) 732-878 9719, (001) 732-878 3840 e-mail:

igvs_nj@yahoo.com

* New York: Paru dasa e-mail: unclepurul08@yahoo.com
¢ Oregon — Eugene: Puspadanta dasa Tel: (001) 541-461-3169
e-mail: puspadanta@hotmail.com

e Washington, DC: Preaching Center, 6925 Willow Ave. NW,

20012 Tel: (001) 301-864-3354

AUSTRALIA: e Cessnock: Yugala Kisora dasa, 19 William St.

Paxton 2325 N.S.W. Tel: (0061) 02-4998 0067

e-mail: jugala@iprimus.com.au

e Murwillumbah: St Giriraja-Govardhana Gaudiya Matha,
33 Nullum Street, N.S.W. 2484 Tel: (0061) 02-6679 5258
e-mail: info@giriraja.org.au Website: www.giriraja.org.au ®
Perth: Sr1 Radha-Vinoda-vihari Gaudiya Matha,

2 Tottenham Street, Chidlow, Western Australia, 6556 Tel/
Fax: (0061) 08-9572 3030 e-mail: banwari-lal@bigpond.com

BOLIVA: ¢ Cochamba: Ranga Puri dasa, PO Box 2070
Tel: (00591) 4-450 2132, (00591) 4-450 3467 e-mail: bbt@

. supernet.com.bo, epicentrohk@yahoo.com

BRAZIL: * Belem: Bhaktivedanta Association, Pass Sao
Francisco 152, 07 Conj. Jd. Sideral, Nova Marambaia, Cep:
66.635-560, Nitya dasa Tel: (0055) 091-8116 0115

e-mail: nityagopaldasa@yahoo.com.br

* Boa Vista: Gaudiya Matha, Avenida Bento Brasil, n° 29
Centro, Roraima, Cep: 69.301-050 Tel: (0055) 095-623 0135

e Fortaleza: Radha Kanti dasi e-mail: bhakti@postoffice5.com
¢ Parana: Vidya Nagar Institute, Av. Coronel Santa Rita,

671- Bairro Tuiuti, Paranagua Cep: 83203-630

Tel: (0055) 041-3038 4025 e-mail: govinda@sadhanatimes.com.br
Website: www.sadhanatimes.com.br

e Sao Paulo: Sr1 Gauranga Radha-Govinda Gaudiya Matha,

Rua Mourato Coelho 981 casa 2 (segundo andar), 1
Villa Madalena Tel: (0055) 5511-3814 9309 / Kunjabihari dasa Tel: .h' I
(0055) 12-3648 8848 e-mail: gopi.velas@uol.com.br -~

e Teresopolis: Subala dasa Tel: (0055) 021-2644 7253, ! el
(0055) 021-2644 6191 Mobile: (0055) 021-9725 5699
e-mail: subal@gaura.com.br

CANADA: ¢ Ashcroft: Swami Mills Preaching Center, .
PO. Box 323, Ashcroft, B.C. VOK1AQ Tel: (001) 250-457 7432 g
e-mail: subhadrasakha_dasa@yahoo.com

CHINA: ¢ Hong Kong: Nandana dasa, 15B Hillview court,
30 Hillwood Road, TST, Kowloon

Tel: (0086) 852- 3422 1195, (0086) 852-9740 9846
e-mail: uttamkrishna@netvigator.com

CROATIA: ¢ Zagreb: Yasoda devi dasi, v. Kovacica 12/6 Sopot 1,
10000 Zagreb Tel: (0038) 598-194 77 58,
(0038) 51-660 14 24 e-mail: sri_gvs_croatia@hotmail.com 3
Website: www.members.tripod.com/yashoda
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COSTA RICA:  San Jose: Sri Sarasvati Prabhupada Gaudiya
Matha, 1352 1** Avenida, Cuesta de Nusez

San Jose Tel: (00506) 256 8650 e-mail:
horibol@sol.racsa.co.cr

FIJI ISLANDS: ¢ Lautoka: Fiji Gaudiya Matha,
63 Vitoga Parade Tel: (00679) 661 633
e-mail: jagannath@punjas.com.fj

FINLAND: Kumudini dasi e-mail: kumudinidd@yahoo.com

FRANCE: e Paris: Srauti Maharaja, e-mail: bvsrauti@yahoo.fr
¢ Toulouse: Centre de Bhakti-Yoga de Toulouse,

11, Rue Peyrolieres, 31000 Tel: (0033) 0561-221724, (0033)
0561-681169 e-mail: bvsrauti@yahoo.fr

Website: bvnmenfrancais@yahoogroups.fr

GERMANY: e Berlin: Sri Gaura-Nitai Gaudiya Matha

Tel: (0049) 030-62008747 e-mail: bhaktiberlin@yahoo.de

o Stuttgart: Vedischer Kulturverein e.v., Daimlerstrasse 6la,
70372 Stuttgart - Bad Cannstatt Tel: (0049) 0711-4117193

HOLLAND: e Rotterdam: Sri Sri Radha-Govinda Gaudiya
Matha, le Pijnackerstraat 98, 3035GV Tel: (0031) 010-
2650405 e-mail: sanga_holland@yahoo.com

INDIA: » Bangalore: Sri Ranganath Gaudiya Matha,

Hesseraghatta, Near Nrtyagram Kuteeram,

Survey #26 Mobile: (0091) 080-9341 9614 91

e-mail: bangalore@purebhakti.com

e Mathura: Sri Kesavaji Gaudiya Matha, opp. District
~ Hospital, Jawahar Hata, U.P. 281001 Tel: (0091) 0565-

2502334 e-mail: mathuramath@purebhakti.com

¢ Govardhana: Giridhari Gaudiya Matha, Mathura
District, Radha-kund Road, U.P. Tel: (0091) 0565-281 5668
e Navadwip: Sr1 Sri Kesavaji Gaudiya Matha, Kolerdang
Lane, Haritala, Nadiya, West Bengal

e New Delhi: Sri Ramana-vihari Gaudiya Matha,

OCEF pocket, Block B-3, near Musical Fountain Park,
Janakpuri Tel: (0091) 011-25533568 / (0091) 011-32302159

. e-mail: redasa@purebhakti.com

e Vrndavana: Sri Ripa-Sanatana Gaudiya Matha,
Dana Gali Tel: (0091) 0565-2443270

INDONESIA: e Bali: Sri Ananta Gaudiya Matha, Br. Juntal,
Desa Kaba-Kaba, Kediri, Tabanan Tel: (0062) 0361-830986
e-mail: regalb@indosat.net.id

IRELAND: e Galway: Syama-priya dasi
Tel: 0851548200 e-mail: shamapriyal08@yahoo.com

ISRAEL: ¢ Tel-Aviv: Dau-dayal dasa,
16/4 Brenner St. 63826 Tel: (00972) 03-5250488 Mobile:
(00972) 0507-414388 e-mail: dau@purebhakti.com

ITALY: ¢ Curino: Associazione Vaisnava Gaudiya Vedanta,
Lila-Purusottama dasa, Cantone Salero n.5, 13865 (BI)
Tel/Fax: (0039) 015-928173 e-mail: gaudyait@tin.it
Website: www.gaudiya.it

LITHUANIA: e Vilnius: Sujana dasa Tel: (00370) 52151520
Mobile: (00370) 61421215 / Balarama dasa Tel: (00370)
52151520 Mobile: (00370) 61728742 / Parjanya dasa e-mail:
phillpriest@yahoo.com Mobile: (00370) 63616170 /

Tamal Krsna dasa e-mail: smatadasa@yahoo.com

MALAYSIA: ¢ Selangor: Preaching Center, 48 Jalan Gasi g,

46000 Petaling Jaya Tel: (0060) 3-9576267, (0060) 12-3498552,
(0060) 12-3213787 e-mail: vjkrsna2000@yahoo.com e
¢ Penang: Paramesvari dasa, 130-C Jalan Utama (W.R.), George

-r y

Town, 10350 Tel: (0060) 4-8991959, (0060) 12-4019939, (0060)

12-4295939 e-mail: kmalal2@hotmail.com

NEW ZEALAND: eAuckland: Sri Krishna Chaitanya Ashram,
35 Whitford Park Road, Whitford Village

Tel: (0064) 9-2739060 e-mail: nz@purebhakti.com -

e Wellington: IGVS Wellington, 22 Wrights Hill Road, Karori
Tel: (0064) 4-476 67 84

* Whangamata: Bhadra dasi Tel: (0064) 7-552 00 73

e-mail: bhadradasi@hotmail.com

NIGERIA: ¢ Lagos: Bhrgu dasa, 3 Johnson
Close Kiri-Kiri, Apapa, Lagos Tel: (00234) 1-7917777

Mobile: (00234) 8033 943 642 e-mail: rkt1082000@yahoo.co.uk

PHILIPPINES: ¢ Manila: International Gaudiya Vedanta Society

of the Philippines, 96 ROTC Hunters Clusters 23 Tatalon,

Quezon City Tel: (0063) 29833605 Mobile: (0063) 91 78345885

¢ Cebu: Vrajanatha dasa e-mail: vrajanath@yahoo.com

RUSSIA: ® Moscow: Sangita-madhava dasi Tel: (007) 095-
7465 1351 / Tapta-kancana dasi Tel: (007) 095-470 6107 /
Rasasindhu dasa e-mail: sindhu@aha.ru / Sudhanidhi dasa
e-mail: sudhanidhidasa@yahoo.com / Preaching centre:
Mironovskaya 9-110,105318 Moskou Tel: (007) 095-369 2670

e Astrakhan: Dina-sharan dasa Tel: (007) 85-1234 9627 Mobile: -_‘
' &

(007) 91 5057 2746




- SERBIA: * Belgrade: Bhagavati dasi, Irka Postica, 17 Tel:

- (00381) 642 230 431, (00381) 11 558 422
e-mail: bhagavatil08@yahoo.com

SINGAPORE: e Taruni dasi, BLK 550 #05-237 Jurong West
St 42 640550 Tel: (0065) 68 993 212

SPAIN: e Granada: Vrndavanesvari dasi

e-mail: vrindavanesvari@gmail.com

¢ Madrid: Krsna-prema dasa Tel: (0034) 91 4686059
e-mail: krsnapremal08@hotmail.com

SWITZERLAND: e Krsnacandra dasa
Tel: (0041) 041-879 00 09 e-mail: radhe@patram.net
Website: www.sanatan-dharma.ch

UNITED KINGDOM: e England — Birmingham:

Sri Gour-Govinda Gaudiya Matha, 176-A Alcester Road,
Moseley Village B13 8HJ Tel: (0044) 121-449 2676
e-mail: gourgovinda@hotmail.com

— London: Ganga-mata Gaudiya Matha, Kamala dasi
e-mail: gangamatajis@yahoo.com.uk

* Wales — Oakford: Svananda-Sukada-kuiija Temple, Sa.
470 Rd Llanarth, Ceredigion Tel: (0044) 15-4558 0441

VENEZUELA: ¢ Sri Kesavaji Gaudiya Matha, Quinta
Saranagati, Pasaje Agua Santa Cumbres de Terepaima,
Palavecino Edo. Lara Tel: (0058) 416-3531042

e-mail: janardan@meltom.net

International Book Distributors

AUSTRALIA
Attn: Lila-suka dasa
Tel: (0061) 266-797 025 e-mail: lilasuka@bigpond.com

CANADA

Stanley A. Gill

#25 - 15030 58" Ave. Surrey, B.C. CANADA V3S 9G3
Attn: Prasasya dasa

Tel: (001) 866-575 9438 e-mail: stannshel@shaw.ca

EUROPE—UK (England) Sri Gour Govinda Gaudiya Math
Attn: Jiva-pavana dasa
Tel: (0044) 1536 4817 69 e-mail: jivapavana@aol.com

MALAYSIA

Attn: Vijaya Krsna dasa

Tel: (0060) 012-385 42 02/ (0060) 012-321 37 87
(0060) 012-397 37 23 e-mail: vjkrsna@yahoo.com
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