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Preface

Sri guru in the line of Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu

he term $ri guru in the line of Sr1 Caitanya
TMahaprabhu specifically refers to a divine
personality who carries Sriman Mahaprabhu's
message and effectively delivers that message to
the living entities of this world.

But that message is not merely a coherent
stringing together of words and teachings. It
carries a potency that comes from sri guru’s
perfectly embodying Srila Rapa Gosvami's
superlative definition of uttama-bhakti:
bhakti that is devoid of any selfish, ulterior
desires and not eclipsed by impersonal
knowledge, fruitive work, or anything else;
bhakti that is executed with perpetual, ardent
endeavour meant exclusively for Sri Krsna

and performed out of loving affection for Him
(Sri Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu 1.1.11).

When such empowered personalities come
before conditioned souls, their words, weighty
with the significance Srila Rapa Gosvami
describes, have the power to enter the inner
recesses of a person’s consciousness, uplift
it and direct it towards aspiring for uttama-
bhakti. There is nothing more miraculous
in this world. When Srila Bhaktivedanta
Svami Prabhupada was once asked if he
could perform a miracle, he pointed to the
enthusiastic, new devotees sitting before him
and said, “These are my miracles.”

Srila Bhaktivedanta Narayana Gosvami Maharaja

Early Life

$rila  Bhaktivedanta
Maharaja appeared in a family of Sri

Narayana Gosvami
Vaisnavas in the village of Tivaripura, in the
Buxar district of Bihar, India, in 1921, on the
dark moon day of the lunar month of Magha
(January—February). He was given the name
“Sriman Narayana Tivari”. As a young child,
he was self-satisfied and was nicknamed
Bholanatha, a name for Lord Siva meaning
“god of the innocents”.

Typical of many a saintly person, he was
devout from childhood and would accompany
his father to of Srimad-
Bhagavatam, Mahabharata and Ramayana.

recitations

Significant among his childhood memories
were seeing a sarikirtana party of thousands of
people chanting the maha-mantra at a festival
held in honour of Hanumanji and reading
about Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu in a history
book, which showed a picture of Sriman
Mahaprabhu absorbed in nama-kirtana.

XI
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It may seem that pure Vaisnavas live
lives like ordinary people and then at a
certain point, take to the devotional path.
And so it is said that they “met their guru
on a certain date”, for example. But what
actually transpires at that certain point in
time is the manifestation of their inherent
pure devotion and their perfect service to sri
guru and Krsna. Narrations of their lives are
understood in that way.

Srila

was

adulthood,
Narayana

Upon  entering
Bhaktivedanta
awarded a position in the police department

Maharaja

and entered family life, but soon, his inherent
dedication would manifest, leading him in a
different direction, and he would abandon all
worldly ties for good.

The disciples of Srila Prabhupada Sarasvati
Thakura had assumed a vigorous responsibility
for spreading his mission. Prominent among
them was Sri Narottamananda Brahmacari
(later, Sr1 Srimad Bhakti Kamala Madhusadana
Gosvami Maharaja), who journeyed to the
Dumka district of Bihar, where he discoursed
in Bengali for an entire week on the glories of
Prahlada Maharaja. Although Sriman Narayana
Tivari did not know Bengali, he attended his
classes. English was their only language in
common and was therefore the means for their
discussions on bhakti at that time.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja said
that at the end of those seven days, he became
completely renounced at heart. Soon after,
he met his beloved gurudeva, Srila Bhakti
Prajnana Kesava Gosvami Maharaja, and his
complete dedication to him was unveiled.

A life of dedication

The next part of Srila Narayana Gosvami
Maharaja’s life is cherished by those who
witnessed his powerful devotion and by those
who were touched by his mercy.

Srila

veneration for his guru was exemplary, and

Narayana Gosvami Maharaja’s
wherever he travelled, he spoke regularly on
his gurudeva’s and predecessor dcaryas’
glories and philosophical conceptions.

He and his
Srila Vamana Gosvami Maharaja and Srila

two dear godbrothers,

Trivikrama Gosvami Maharaja, knew nothing
but service to their $ri guru, Srila Bhakti
Prajnana Kesava Gosvami Maharaja. These
three served him together, received sannydasa
from him at the same time, on Gaura-parnima
day, 1952, and remained close lifelong friends,
as they took increasing responsibility for
the Sr1 Gaudiya Vedanta Samiti that Srila
Bhakti Prajnana Ke$ava Gosvami Maharaja
had founded. They were called “the three
pillars” of that society and it thrived under
their affectionate leadership. Srila Narayana
Gosvami Maharaja travelled extensively
throughout India, speaking on the teachings of
Mahéaprabhu and serving the prominent disci-
ples of Srila Prabhupada Sarasvati Thakura.

In 1959, Srila Narayana Gosvami
Maharaja served as the priest in a momentous
sannydsa ceremony. On that occasion,
Srila  Bhakti

Maharaja conferred sannydsa upon his

Prajnana Kesava Gosvami

dear godbrother Sri Abhaya Caranaravinda
Bhaktivedanta Prabhu, giving him the name
“Sri Bhaktivedanta Svami Maharaja”.



PREFACE

Srila Bhaktivedanta Svami Prabhupada, as
he was later known, heroically pioneered the
deliverance of pure bhakti to Western shores.
For this, the entire world will be eternally
grateful. He had asked Srila Narayana Gosvami
Maharaja to help his disciples, and he willingly
gave his time to any of Srila Bhaktivedanta
Svami Prabhupada’s disciples and followers
who came to him. Then, in 1996, on the
request of devotees worldwide, Srila Narayana
Gosvami Maharaja journeyed abroad. In the
next fourteen years, he left India on such tours
more than thirty times.

His dedication to delivering the teachings
of his predecessor dcdaryas resulted in
the translation of over sixty Gaudiya texts
into Hindi, sometimes with the dcaryas’
commentaries and sometimes with his own.
His books, now in many languages, are
appreciated not just by those in various
Gaudiya Vaisnavas sarigas but by spiritual
seekers worldwide.

Final Pastimes

From 1946 to 2010, when he left this world
in Sr1 Puri-dhama, Srila Narayana Gosvami
Maharaja remained continuously engaged in
guru-sevd. The external loss of his perceivable
association had a profound impact on the
devotee community.

Inevitably, so much has changed in the
ten years that have passed since then, but
that dynamic embodiment of Mahaprabhu's
compassion continues to give guidance in
the form of his teachings and life example,
through the sacred books he translated and

through his immortal

presence in the lives of those devoted to him,

commented upon,

through the tangible connection he made
and continues to make with his disciples and
followers, through the large repertoire of
wonderful kirtanas he and our guru-varga
gave emphasis, through the vast treasury of
audio files of his classes, morning walks and
darsanas, and through the video files that
remind us of him.

ebe jasa ghusuk tribhuvana

O Gurudeva, may your fame now be
proclaimed throughout the three worlds!

Aspiring to serve Sri Guru and the
Vaisnavas

The publication team

on the vyasa-pja day commemorating the
centennial appearance of
nitya-lila-pravista om visnupada

$ri Srimad

Bhaktivedanta Narayana Gosvami Maharaja

11 February, 2021
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Sri Guru-tattva
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Sri Sri Guru-carana-smaranastakam
Eight Prayers in Remembrance of the Lotus Feet of Sri Guru

By Sri Srila Vi$vanatha Cakravarti Thakura
[from Sri Stavamrta-lahari]

very morning, during brahma-muhtrta, Vaisnavas sing Srila Visvanatha Cakravarti Thakura’s
E Sri Gurvastakam in glorification of $r guru. In this Sri Srf Guru-carana-smaranastakam, Srila
Visvanatha Cakravarti Thakura glorifies his own beloved guru, Sr1 Radha-ramana Cakravarti, thus
conveying the moods and conceptions with which to meditate on and worship our own $rf guru.

pratah sri-tulasi-natih sva-karatas-tat-pindikdlepanan
tat-samukhyam-atha sthitih smrtir-atha sva-svaminoh padayoh |
tat-sevartha-bahu-prasiina-cayanari nityam svayan yasya tari
$ri-radha-ramanam muda guru-varan vande nipatyavanau ll 1 ||

Every day, in the morning, he bows to Sri Tulasi-devi and with his own hands, he coats her altar
afresh [with a mixture of cow dung and soft dirt]. Thereafter, he stands before her, remembering
the lotus feet of his worshipable Lords, the Divine Couple (Yugala-kisora). For Their service, he
picks variety of flowers from the creepers and trees daily with his own hands. I fall to the ground
and venerate with utter delight that Sri Radha-ramana, the foremost of teachers.

madhyahne tu nijesa-pada-kamala-dhyanarcanannarpana-
pradaksinya-nati-stuti-pranayitda nrtyam satam sangatih |
srimad-bhagavatartha-sidhu-madhurasvadah sada yasya tam
$ri-radha-ramanam muda guru-varan vande nipatydvanau ll 2 ||

At midday, he meditates on his worshipable Lords’ lotus feet, performs arcana, offers Them
delectable edibles, circumambulates Them, bows down to Them, praises Them, dances in an
effusive expression of love and, in the company of saintly personalities, constantly relishes
the sweet nectar of the confidential meanings of Srimad-Bhagavatam. I fall to the ground and
venerate with utter delight that Sri Radha-ramana, the foremost of teachers.

praksalyanghri-yugam nati-stuti-jayam kartum mano’ty-utsukari
sayam gostham-upagatan vana-bhuvo drasturi nija-svaminam |
premananda-bharena netra-putayor-dhara cirat yasya tan
sri-radha-ramanam muda guru-varar vande nipatyavanau 113 11
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In the evening, as he beholds his Lord returning from the forests to Vraja, his mind becomes
exuberant to wash his Lord’s lotus feet, bow to Him, offer Him praises, and call out cheers of
“Jaya! Jaya!” The cups of his eyes, brimming with the ecstasy of prema, release endless streams of
tears. I stretch out on the ground in bliss before that Sri Radha-ramana, the foremost of teachers.

ratrau sri-jayadeva-padya-pathanan tad-gita-ganan rasa-
svdado bhakta-janaih kadacid-abhitah sankirtane-narttanam |
radha-krsna-vilasa-kely-anubhavad unnidrata yasya tar
$ri-radha-ramanam muda guru-varan vande nipatyavanau ll 4 ||

At night, he reads Sri Jayadeva Gosvami’s poetry [SrT Gita-govinda), and sings the songs
therein [with the appropriate rhythm (tala) and cadence (laya)]. At times, he even relishes
rasa with the devotees, and sometimes, he whirls around, dancing as he performs sarikirtana.
Sleepless, he constantly experiences the playful pastimes of Sri Sri Radha-Krsna. I delightedly
prostrate upon the earth before that foremost of teachers, Sri-Radha-ramana.

nindety-aksarayor-dvayan paricayam praptari na yat-karnayoh
sadhanam stutim-eva yah sva-rasanam-asvadayaty-anvaham |
visvasyam jagad-eva yasya na punah kutrapi dosa-grahah
sri-radha-ramanari muda guru-varam vande nipatydavanaulll 5 ||

His ears have never become acquainted with the two syllables nin and da (criticism), for
every day he engages his tongue in exclusively relishing the praises of saintly personalities.
He trusts the whole world and never attributes fault to anyone. I ecstatically throw myself to the
ground before that foremost of teachers, $ri Radha-ramana.

yah ko ’py-astu padabjayor-nipatito yah svikaroty-eva tar
s$ighram sviya-krpa-balena kurute bhaktau tu matvaspadam |
nityam bhakti-rahasya-s$iksana-vidhir-yasya sva-bhrtyesu tan
$ri-radha-ramanam muda guru-varan vande nipatyavanau ll 6 ||

He accepts whoever falls at his lotus feet and quickly, by the strength of his mercy, propels
them on the path of bhakti, deeming them most worthy. To his servants, he perpetually teaches,
in prescribed sequence, the secret precepts of bhakti. Happily, I fall to the ground before that
foremost of teachers, Sri Radha-ramana.
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sarvangair-nata-bhrtya-murdhni krpaya yasya sva-padarpanarn
smitva cdaru krpavaloka-sudhaya tan-manasoddasanam |
tat-premodaya-hetave sva-padayoh sevopadesah svayarni
$ri-radha-ramanam muda guru-vararn vande nipatydavanau | 7 ||

If one of his servants prostrates before him, with all eight bodily limbs on the ground, he
mercifully offers him his feet, placing them on his head. Laughing gently and enchantingly, he
suffuses that servant with the ambrosia of his merciful gaze, making his mind indifferent to the
sense pleasures of the world. In order to rouse divine love in that servant, he personally teaches
him how to serve his lotus feet. To that Sr1 Radha-ramana, foremost of teachers, I joyfully bow
down on the earth.

radhe! krsna! iti pluta-svara-yutam namamrtam nathayor
jihvagre natayan-nirantaram-aho! no vetti vastu kvacit |
yat-kincid vyavahara-sadhakam api premnaiva magno’sti yah
$ri-radha-ramanam muda guru-varan vande nipatyavanau ll 8 ||

“Radhe! Krsna!” he calls out, in long, protracted cries, causing the nectar of His Lordships’
names to dance endlessly on the tip of his tongue. What is most astonishing is that he knows
nothing of how to act in worldly matters because he is always immersed solely in prema. With
great rejoice I bow down upon the earth to that foremost of teachers, Sri Radha-ramana.

tvat-padambuja-sidhu-sicakataya padydastakan sarvatha
yatar yat-paramanutan prabhu-vara! prodyat-krpa-varidhe |
mac-ceto-bhramaro 'valambya tad-idam prapyavilambar bhavat
sangarni mariju-nikurija-dhamni yusatdr tat-svaminoh saurabhaml|| 9 1|

O foremost of masters! O overflowing ocean of mercy! This hymn of eight verses fully reveals
the honey of your lotus feet. I pray that the bee of my heart may relish those lotuses and, very
soon, by the influence of your association, find in the charming abodes of the nikurija groves the
fragrance of your Lords, Sr1 Sri Radha-Krsna.

Il iti $ri-$ri-guru-carana-smarandstakam sampurnam ||
Thus concludes Sri Sri Guru-carana-smarandstakam






Sr1 Guru-svarupa —

The Form and Personality of Sri Guru
By Jagad-guru Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura Prabhupada

1l scriptures are divided into three cate-
Agories — karma, jnana and bhakti — and
their purport is understood from those three
perspectives. According to those who do not
accept the independent existence and exper-
ience of any entity other than the advitiya-
brahma (brahma that is one without a second),
nothing but brahma exists. These jianis, who
understand the absolute as an undifferentiated
entity, know everything to be brahma. According
to them, guru is not different from brahma.
These persons do not accept the path of worship
with surrender (upasana), or bhakti.

Sriman Mahéaprabhu, however, has con-
veyed that the path of bhakti is the purpose of
the scriptures. According to Him, tattva (Reality)
is acintya-dvaita-advaita, or simultaneously
different from brahma and situated within
brahma. There is nothing besides brahma [as
brahma is one without second], but through
variations of sakti (energy), a single entity is
characterized by different functions, depending
on the nature of the sakti. The notions of the
Mayavadi intellectuals pertaining to the nature
of reality is called nirvisesa-jiiana (knowledge
of the featureless aspect of the Absolute). The
tattva-jriana revealed by Sriman Mahaprabhu,
however, is savisesa (possessed of unique
characteristics).

Although one entity (vastu), Sri Krsna
Caitanya is manifest in six different tattvas:

(1) guru-tattva, (2) bhakta-tattva, such as
Srivasa, (3) Advaita’s tattva — His amsavatara,
or partial incarnation, (4) Nityananda’s tattva —
His svarupa-prakasa, or manifestation of
His very self, (5) sakti-tattva — Gadadhara
and others, and (6) His own tattva as Svayam
Bhagavan, the Original Personality of
Godhead, 811 Krsna Caitanya.

These six tattvas are indeed none other
than Sri Krsna Caitanya. In that case, guru-
tattva is also $ri Krsna Caitanya. If one accepts
inconceivable simultaneousness and differ-
ence — acintya-bhedabheda — then all six
tattvas are Bhagavan, yet they are mutually
distinct. Srivasa and other bhaktas, Sri
Gadadhara and other saktis, the amsavatara
Advaita, the prakasa-svartpa Nityananda, and
gurudeva — these five tattvas are non-different
from Sr1 Krsna Caitanya. Indeed, all five are
also separate from Him, as they represent
dasa-tattva (the principle of servitorship).

Though $ri gurudeva is the servant of
Caitanyadeva, he is Bhagavan's manifestation,
or prakasa-svariupa. Therefore, Bhagavan
is indeed gurudeva. Though gurudeva is a
direct manifestation of Bhagavan, he is Krsna
Caitanya’s beloved servant. Sri gurudevais not
mortal, not temporary. Though he is different
from Krsna as His servant, he is a being so
dear to Krsna that he is non-different from
Him. Because he is a bhakta, he is superior
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to Krsna. To regard him as the same as Krsna of ecstasy one relishes when identifying
would reduce his status. as Krsna’s servant is such that even the
[SrT Caitanya-caritamrta, Adi-lila, Chapter 6:] bhs? (_)f be‘mg one with brahma m1.11t1p11ed
a million times cannot compare with even

krsna-samye one drop of it. “I am a servant of Caitanya,

madhurya asvadana | (103) as is Nityananda.” Nowhere is there bliss

. . ) to compare with the mood of servitude.
In equality with Krsna, one cannot relish

His sweetness. sei krsna avatirna caitanya-isvara |

. ataeva ara saba—tara kinkara |1 (84)
krsner samata haite

bada bhakta-pada | (100) That Krsna incarnated as Lord Caitanya.

. . . Hence, all others are His servants.
Greater than equality with Krsna is the

position of His devotee. All of these verses are also applicable

bhakta abhimana mula $ri balarama | in relation to Krspa and gurudeva. If the

. N bhakta, Krsna, and sri d 1 -
sei bhave anugata tara amsa-gana 11(88) a'ia, B3na, and sr: guriideva are orty non

different, the path of bhakti does not survive; it

The root of identification as a devotee is becomes the path of nirbheda-brahma-jriana
$r1 Balarama. His expansions follow that (knowledge of the undifferentiated Absolute).
mood. The Vaisnavas of the four sampradayas

nana bhakta-bhave karen and Sriman Mahaprabhu do not regard sri

_ _ gurudeva as a mortal, but although they regard
sva-madhurya pana |(110) ) .

him as Bhagavan, they have made it known
Through the moods of countless devotees, that he is Bhagavan’'s devoted servant. The
He relishes His own sweetness. karmis, jnanis, and bhaktas all see gurudeva
as Bhagavan; no one views him in a mundane
light. However, though the pure devotees see
guru and Bhagavan as non-different, they

know gurudeva to be Krsna’s dear one.

apandke karen ta ra dasa abhimana ||
sei abhimane sukhe apana pasare |
krsna-dasa-abhimane je ananda-sindhu |
koti brahma-sukha nahe tara eka-bindu ||
.. L The foremost of $ri rupanuga dacaryas,
mui je caitanya-ddsa, ara nityananda | . ) .
Srila Jiva Gosvami, has written the following

dasa-bhava-sama nahe anyatra ananda || . . .
in Bhakti-sandarbha (213) for the benefit

(42—45)
> of devotees on the path of vaidhi who have
Advaita Acarya thinks of himself as Sri not yet developed ruci: “suddha-bhaktah sri-
Caitanya’s servant. In the bliss of that guroh sri s$ivasya ca bhagavata-saha abheda-

conception, he forgets himself. The ocean drstim tat-priyatamatvenaiva manyante —
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the pure devotees regard the perception of
seeing $rT guru and Sri Siva as non-different
from Bhagavan to be an expression of how
dear they are to Bhagavan.”

As proof, our dcarya Srila Jiva Gosvami
has provided clear evidence from Srimad-
Bhagavatam (4.30.38) in regard to knowing
gurudeva to be Bhagavan's dear one:

vayam tu saksad bhagavan bhavasya
priyasya sakhyuh ksana-sarigamena |
suduscikitsasya bhavasya mrtyor
bhisaktamam tvyadyah gatim gatah sma ||

[Commentary by Sri Jiva Gosvamt] tava yah
priyah sakha tasya bhavasya | atyantam-
acikitsasya bhavasya janmano mrtyos$-ca
bhisaktamam sad-vaidyarm tvam gatim prapta
ityesa | sri sivo hyesam vaktrnam guruh | $ri
pracetasah srimad-asta-bhujam purusam |1]

The sons of Pracinabarhi, the Pracetas,
are disciples of Sri Siva. This verse is found
among the prayers they offered once they
had invoked Bhagavan's eight-armed form to
appear by their Rudra-gita. The Pracetas said,
“O Lord, by the power of a short duration of
association with Your dear friend Siva, we
have attained You, the primordial goal, who
are the best physician to remedy the incurable
affliction of birth and death in material
existence.” In this verse, the Pracetas identify
their guru, Siva, to be Krsna'’s beloved friend.

The foremost of acaryas, $ri Raghunatha
dasa Gosvami is most prominent among the $rt
riapanuga dcaryas on the path of raganuga.
He states:

na dharmam nadharmarm
Sruti-gana-niruktam kila kuru
vraje radha-krsna-pracura-
paricaryam iha tanu
$aci-sunum nandisvara-pati-
sutatve guru-varam
mukunda-presthatve smara
param ajasram nanu manah
Sri Manah-siksa (2)

O mind, engage neither in the dharma
prescribed by the Vedas nor in any of
the adharma prohibited by them. Just
practise rendering profuse service to
Radha and Krsna here in Vraja. Know the
son of Saci to be the son of the king of
Vraja; and always remember gurudeva to

be most dear to Krsna.

Srila Krsnadasa Kaviraja Gosvami has
written:

yadyapi amara guru caitanyera dasa |
tathapi janiye ami tahara prakasa |

Sri Caitanya-caritamrta (Adi-lila 1.44)

Though my guru is the servant of Caitanya,
still I know him to be His manifestation.

Here, though, s$rT gurudeva is not Sri
Caitanya, he is Caitanyadeva’s manifestation.
The pure devotee who is guru to the world is
the manifestation of Caitanyadeva. Though
Nityananda Prabhu is the root of the visnu-
tattva, He takes on ten forms to serve Krsna.

Srila Thakura Narottama has written in
Prarthana (5.11):
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suvarnera jhari kari’,
radha-kunda jala purt’,
duhakara agrete rakhibo |
guru-rupa sakhi bame,
tribhanga bhangima-thame,
camarera batasa karibo ||

In a pot made of gold, I will fill water from
Radha-kunda and place it before Them
both. As my guru in the form of a sakhi
stands to my left, and He [Krsna] stands in
His exquisite threefold-bending posture, I
will fan Them with a camara.”

hena nitai bine bhai,
radha-krsna paite nai,
drdha kari’ dharo nitair paya |
se-sambandha nahi ja'ra,
vrtha janma gelo ta'ra,
sei pasu bada durdcara ||

Without Nitai, O brother, you cannot
attain Radha and Krsna. Firmly catch hold
of Nitai's feet [as one’s refuge]. One who
does not have that relationship with Him
has been born in vain. Such a person is

worse than an animal.
Srila Cakravarti Thakura has written:

saksad-dharitvena samasta-sastrair
uktas tatha bhavyata eva sadbhih |

kintu prabhor yah priya eva tasya

vande guroh $ri caranaravindam ||

Gurvastaka (7)

Though all the scriptures state that
gurudeva is Bhagavan Himself, and the
same is understood from the Vaisnavas,

$ri gurudeva is Bhagavan's dearly beloved
servitor, Krsna’'s prakasa-svaripa. [ bow
down to him.

8r1 Dhyanacandra Gosvami was the
disciple of Sri Gopala-guru, who was the
disciple of Vakre$vara Pandita, an associate
of Sr1 Gaura. After observing the behaviour
of supremely pure, exalted Vaisnavas, he
wrote in his Paddhati text (delineating the
methodology of worship), which is highly
revered by pure devotees, as follows: “sri
mahdaprabhu-sesa-nirmadlyena  srivasadi-
parsadan pujayet, tathaiva tad-bhaktan $ri-
gurvadin bhaktitah — With the remnants of
items offered to Sriman Mahaprabhu, one
worships Srivasa and other associates, or
bhaktas. In this way, with heartfelt devotion,
one should utilize $11 Gaura’s remnants to
worship $rf gurudeva and the devotees.”

Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura has written in

Harinama-cintamani:

guruke samanya jiva nd janibe kabhu |
guru krsna-sakti, krsna-prestha, nitya prabhu ||

Never think of guru as an ordinary living
entity. Guruis Krsna's energy, Krsna’s dear-
most servitor, and one’s eternal master.

To think that guru is Krsna is the
belief system of the Mayavadis, not of pure
Vaisnavas. The sadhaka devotees should be
particularly cautious in this regard. If even
a trace of Mayavada enters one’s sadhana, it
will all be spoiled.

If one sees $ri gurudeva with a Mayavada
mentality, one will feel the necessity to
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demonstrate that $ri gurudeva is I$vara, but if
one gains divine vision by the special mercy of
an exalted soul (by the mercy of guru), then one
realizes the existence of visesa-dharma (the
function of variety) within i$vara-vastu (the
entity of Godhead). Then, through verses like
vande gurun, one develops taste in aspiring
for the guidance of $ri Krsna Caitanya.

krsna, guru-dvaya, bhaktavatara, prakasa |
$akti—ei chaya-ripe karena vilasa ||
Sri Caitanya-caritamrta (Adi-1ila 1.32)
As Krsna, as two types of guru, as His
devotee incarnation, as His manifestation,
and as His energy — in these six forms, He

enjoys pastimes.

From this mahad-vakya, or statement
of an exalted personality, it is understood
that the difference due to variation of sakti
is eternal. It will not do to keep it concealed
by the artistry of linguistic expression. It is
with a mind to make guru-tattva fully explicit
that 811 Kaviraja Gosvami Prabhu has written,
“yadyapi amadra guru caitanyera dasa....”

Hence, the foolish and the adept — both
types of readers — can easily understand
that, in reality, $r7 guru is not I$vara but Sri
Bhagavan's servant. If one deals with him as
if he is material, one will never, at any point in
time, obtain the mercy of Krsna. One should
always think of gurudeva as spiritual, as
existing in a transcendental, eternal form.

If one comes to know that one’s guru
engages in misconduct, is greedy for wealth,
hankers for material pleasures or liberation,
has illicit relations with women, is not a

devotee of Krsna, is duplicitous, violent, and
is a non-Vaisnava who makes a livelihood
from granting mantras in a pursuit for profit,
worship, and prestige, then one should know
one will not attain krsna-bhakti under his
shelter. It is certainly imperative that one fully
abandon that unworthy cheat and take shelter
of a transcendental guru who is acquainted
with the tattva of Krsna and who is not mortal.
Prabhu Raghunatha
dasa Gosvami, who is venerated throughout

Acarya  Srimat

all fourteen planetary systems and is the
foremost of Sri Bhagavan’'s associates, is
supremely worshipful for all present and
future exalted and esteemed Vaisnavas who
have and will have attachment to the lotus feet
of 8r1 Caitanya. No concocted sky-piercing
screams that contradict what he has laid down
in writing in regard to the tattva of gurudeva,
in his treaty Manah-siksa, as per the footsteps
of Svaraipa Damodara and Sri Rapa Gosvami
Prabhus, will ever produce any worthy result.
Srigurudevais Mukunda’s prestha (cherished
one) parama-priya (supremely dear one);
hence, he is not Mukunda.

Every Vaisnava acquainted with tattva
can understand from what Srila Prabhu
Narottama dasa has taught in his prayers,
specifically in regard to guru-tattva in songs
like that
exists eternally at the root of the sandhini,

“Nitai-pada-kamala”, gurudeva
hladini, and samvit-saktis. If we dump on his
shoulders the mere designation of samvit-
Sakti, then ours will become the belief system
of the Mayavadis or baula-sahajiyas.
Translated from Srila Prabhupdder Prabandhdvalt






Sri Guru-pija

$ri Srimad Bhakti Prajnana Kesava Gosvami Maharaja

A summary of a talk given on the Sri Vyasa-puja of
Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakara Prabhupada
at 811 Uddharana Gaudiya Matha, Chunchura
3 Feburary, 1961

Diksa-guru and Siksa-guru

nother name for $ri guru-paja is $ri
Avydsa—pajd. Vyasadeva delivers $iksa
(teachings), so he is siksa-guru. Guru is of two
types: Siksa-guru and diksa-guru. From the
perspective of the path of arcana, worship of
guru-padapadma [or one’s diksa-guru] is to be
performed first.

Even though $iksa-guru and diksa-guru
are one — “I know the siksa-guruto be Krsna’'s
own nature — Siksa-guruke ta jani krsnera
svarupa,” at the same time, it is one’s duty to
worship one’s diksa-guru before any other.

If one deliberates on this minutely, one
can see that the guru who gives mantra is
primary. He who rescues one from manana-
dharma (the tendency of the mind to accept
and reject) or the very means by which he
rescues, is mantra. Because sabda-brahma
alone delivers us from manana-dharma, the
mantra-guru [diksa-guru] is certainly primary.
It is one’s duty to worship the mantra-guru
first because he bestows the mantra to attain
Krsna. Veda-vyasa has been accepted as siksa-
guru. The siksa-guru is he who assimilates all
teachings and then imparts them.

Siksa-guru gives instruction on how to
serve the diksa-guru. One who is averse to
giving instruction on service to the diksa-guru
cannot be called a siksa-guru. He cannot even
be a Vaisnava, as he has not learned how to
honour the diksa-guru. Imagine how such so-
called teachers would treat their diksa-guru!
Not qualifying to be called a real guru is a
separate topic. A false (asad) guru is always
to be given up.

Vaisnava-seva is guru-seva

Service to the Vaisnavas is service to guru:
“chadiya vaisnava-seva nistara peyeche
keba — who has ever gained deliverance
by abandoning service to the Vaisnavas?”
Doing what the Vaisnavas want, acting in
accordance with their desires, is vaisnava-
sevd. Service means pleasing the object of
one’s service. If one has not done that, one has
not performed service. Therefore, scripture
mentions: “guror-ajna@ hy avicaraniya -
guru’s order is to be followed without deli-
beration.” The disciples’ sole duty is to
follow the guru’s orders without deliberation.
“Marabi rakhabi jo iccha toharad, nitya dasa
prati tuya adhikara — Slay me or protect me;

13



SRI GURU VANDANA - IN VENERATION OF SRI GURU

whatever you wish. You have full rights over
your eternal servant.” A disciple’s sole desire
should be the guru’s delight. To please him, a
genuine disciple is ready to accept all manner
of difficulties.

A true disciple gives his life in the
service of Hari, Guru, and Vaisnavas

The servant that is determinedly dedicated to
his spiritual welfare is compared to one who,
in the corporeal realm, gives his life to serve
his country. For the disciple to give his life in
the service of Hari, Guru, and Vaisnavas is the
greatest vow. If the disciple is not prepared to
do this, he must know he has not honoured his
discipleship. The real symptom of a disciple
is that he has offered everything at his guru’s
lotus feet. “May everyone in the world, not just
me, become the servant of my guru.” A genuine
disciple should desire such an attitude. To serve
$ri guru, a real disciple gathers the best flowers
[souls] in the world and places them on his
offering tray. It is this self-surrendering tendency
that is guru-puja, or sevd. Such a tendency is not
of this world, being born of Vaikuntha ideals.
Excellent service to gurudeva is possible
only for those who are jivan-mukta (liberated
in this life). Guru-seva cannot possibly be
rendered by those ensnared in the mundane
flow of thought that is characteristic of
materially conditioned living entities. When Sri
Sata Gosvamiwas discussing the Bhagavatain
Naimisaranya, all the rsis (great personalities
who had
brahma) gathered there to listen. Even those

realization of transcendence,

with realization of brahma pray for the mercy

of a guru-sevaka. It is not the servant of Hari
who is topmost; it is the servant of guru. That is
why sixty thousand rsis surrendered to guru-
sevaka Suta Gosvami and became thirsty to
hear Bhagavata from him. Even rsis revere
and worship a guru-sevaka.

Shining examples of guru-seva

Those bathed in the current of impersonalist
thought quote, in relation to guru-tattva,
the following statement, which is written in
Ajiana Bodhini': “anavagata svat — guru is
unacquainted [with brahma].” In this way, the
impersonalists teach and learn how to disrespect
sri guru. They think of guru as a-guru, or
laghu [meaning “light” instead of weighty, or
significant.]. How can a person be worthy of the
title guru if he is anavagata, “unacquainted”, if

=«

he is atattva-darsi, “not a seer of the Truth”?

The account of Sankara’s display of yogic
power in the case of Anandagiri is worth
noting.”> Padmapada disrespected guru-

L The book by Sankaracarya is Jaana Bodhini, or
“knowledge awakener”. Since here, “knowledge”
refers to knowledge of Bhagavan's impersonal
feature, and “awakening” refers to an attempt to
become one with that feature, Srila Bhakti Prajiana
Kesava Gosvami Maharaja has referred to the book
as Ajaana Bodhini, or “ignorance awakener.”

Therewas a certaindisciple of Sripada Sankaracarya
who was illiterate. Sankaracarya used to give class
on the bank of the Ganges, on the Bhagirathi River in
Badarikasrama. There was such a strong current in
that part of the river that even an elephant could not
cross it. Sankaracarya used to give class daily, and
his disciples in attendance were very learned and
eager to hear his teachings. He especially had four
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Itis not the servant of Hari
who is topmost;
it is the servant of guru.
That is why
sixty thousand rsis
surrendered to guru-sevaka
Suta Gosvami
and became thirsty to hear
Bhagavata from him.
Even rsis revere and

worship a guru-sevaka.

sevaka Anandagiri, thus acting improperly.
By Sankara’s wish, Anandagiri praised his
guru (Sankaracarya), astounding everyone.
Padmapada prayed for forgiveness from that
guru-sevaka. Service to guru is the cause of
all auspiciousness. We must indeed remember
this. Padmapada himself exhibited the ideal of
service to guru when he rescued his gurudeva
from the clutches of the Kapalikas.

Ramanujacarya’s disciple Kuresa per-
ceived King Krmikantha's enviousness of his
gurudeva’s preaching and that he was plan-
ning to kill Ramanujacarya [because King
Krmikantha had summoned Raméanujacarya to
a debate]. [Risking his life,] Kure$a went to the
debate in his guru’s place and defeated that
king. Only disciples with such a disposition
are successful in their service to guru.

Jagad-guru  Srila  Prabhupada also
experienced a similar incident. Since
Prabhupada propagated $r1 Ramanuja’s

system of tridanda-sannyasa, he is referred

very scholarly, renounced and famous disciples
[of which Padmapada was one].

That illiterate disciple [Anandagiri] used to
engage in many menial services, like washing his
guru’s clothes and cooking his meals. He was once
washing clothes on the opposite side of the Ganges
from Sankaracarya’s class. Class-time came, and all
disciples were present except him. Sankaracarya
was waiting to give class. He had not started
speaking, and all the scholarly disciples asked
him, “Gurudeva, why are you waiting?” He replied,
“I am waiting for that disciple.” They said, “He is
not literate. He will not understand what you say
anyway. Please begin class. We do not want to waste
our time.” Still, Sankaracarya continued to wait.

Soon that illiterate disciple came, running
very fast, and bowed down to the lotus feet of
Sankaracarya. At once, he began to pray to
Sankaracarya with very elevated philosophical
stava and stuti. His prayers were so scholarly, in
fact, that the four highly qualified disciples could
not understand what he was saying.

They now realized the glories of their
gurudeva. By the mercy of the guru, an illiterate
person can become a very high-class, learned
devotee, knowing all siddhanta (established
philosophical conclusions).

From a class given by
Srila Bhaktivedanta Narayana Gosvami Maharaja,
8 February, 2005, Hawaii.
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to as a second svarupa of Ramanuja. For
the service of guru, it is necessary to give
everything, including oneself. Once in Kuliya,
during Navadvipa-dhama parikramad, there
was a dreadful attack on Srila Prabhupada
and the pilgrimage party, and the pastime of
Ramanuja and Kuresa again took place. Srila
Prabhupada embodied Ramanuja at that time,
and the mood of Kuresa manifested in one
wretched and lowly akiricanad. The ideal of
service to guru is visible in the pastimes of all
celebrated acaryas.

Becoming the servant of guru does
not mean serving one’s own aims

“Service to guru will provide me conveniences.
I will find an excuse for my laziness by exerting
dominion over other servants.” This is not the
mentality of a sevaka. The confidentialities
of bhajana are only to be discussed with
Bhagavan's [or gurudeva’s] dear ones. It was
from Sata Gosvami, therefore, that Saunaka
and other rsis inquired about topics of
supreme auspiciousness. Real knowledge is
not attained even after studying Veda, Vedanta,
and the Upanisads. Hence it is said, “avirincad-
amangalam — even up to the realm of Brahma,
inauspiciousness prevails.” The ideas expressed
in Prabodhananda Sarasvatl's kaivalyam
narakayate verse evidence the futile nature of
[impersonal] knowledge.

3 Akifcana means "without material wealth” or
“one whose sole possession (desire) is Krsna's
happiness”. This statemtent reflects the author's
humility, as it was he in whom the mood of Kuresa
manifested.

The knowledge of Srimad-Bhagavatam
is real knowledge, and therein lies the
culmination of knowledge. And it is solely
on the strength of guru’s mercy that Srimad-
Bhagavatam is realized.

“Harau ruste gurus-trata, gurau ruste na
kascana, tasmat sarva-prayatnena gurum eva
prasadayet — If Hari is displeased, guru will
save you. If guru is displeased no one will save
you. Therefore, let all of your efforts be to please
guru.” [The true disciple thinks:] “Let the Earth
sink to Rasatala, my resolute vow is to dedicate
myself to bring satisfaction to Gurudeva.”

Ananta Vasudeva, Sundarananda, and
others are glaring examples of the disciple’s
dire predicament when he acts in opposition
to gurudeva. In the end, Ananta Vasudeva had
to change his name to Puridasa.

“The servants of guru are always objects
of my greatest respect — gurur sevaka haya
manya dpandra.” Sevakas who have taken
shelter of a bona fide guru surely honour
other sevakas.

The nature of nirguna-vastu, the
transcendent reality

Today is the day of $ri guru-puja. Sri gurudeva
is nirguna-vastu, brahma-vastu, an entity
transcendental to the modes of material nature.
Only the servant of nirguna-guru is worthy
of the title of brahmacari The supremely
benevolent nirguna-guru’s glory is such
that though he descends within the modes of
material nature, his supramundane (aprakrta)
transcendental nature remains always and

everywhere. In service to Bhagavan's devotees,
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prakrti (nature) and all the basic elements
assume a favourable disposition. If the genuine
disciple can somehow establish a connection
with that transcendental guru-padapadma,
then the modes of the material energy can
attack him no longer.

Nirguna-vastu Sri Krsna appeared in this
earthly realm. A transcendental, or nirguna,
entity is neither born nor destroyed. The
functions of birth and death exist only within
material nature. If one utters the word janma
(birth), a stream of mundane thoughts floods
the canvas of the mind. Uttering the word
avirbhava (appearance) is somewhat of an
improvement, but that too creates doubts in
the heart. There is something contemptible,
inferior, in birth and death. Nirguna-tattva,
or truth that is not of this world, appears
in this realm specifically to deliver the
conditioned living entities from the current
of Earth-bound conceptions. It is for this
reason that Srila Prabhupada appeared in
Purusottama-ksetra, the nirguna-ksetra (the
realm beyond the modes of material nature). A
transcendental entity only wanders within the
realm of transcendence.

Worldly rules or ideals do not aid in
the attainment of transcendental reality,
aprakrta-vastu. That which is the ultimate
impropriety and the opposition of morals
in the eyes of the world, is, in the worship
of Bhagavan, considered to be of particular
merit. The best example is the gopis’ exclusive
mood of bhajana of Sri Krsna. The seekers
of ultimate benefit, the paramarthika-gana,

in full harmonious service to Bhagavan and
His devotees relinquish mundane precepts in
every instance.

Srila Prabhupada endlessly displayed an
attitude of non-cooperation with demoniac
worldly society. He could never tolerate
transgression of Vaisnava maryada, or
covenant. Hence, he did not hesitate to refute
face-to-face worldly seminal gurus in their
behaviour with liberated personalities. He
never compromised with untruth.

It is thus essential for us to wait to
encounter that guru-padapadma who is
dedicated to Truth, who
powerful. It is inappropriate to accept as one’s

is fearless and

guru a person who himself is under the sway
of illusion and lowly. It is only by the touch of a
transcendental entity (nirguna-vastu) that the
jiva’s contemptibility is demolished. Destroyed
are all the vices of that living entity who is
sheltered at the lotus feet of a mahapurusa.
The appearance and appearance places of
Bhagavan and His devotees are beyond the
modes of material nature (nirguna) and
transcendental (aprakrta). We are to align
ourselves wholly and without deliberation with
the spirit of the mahdajanas, great personalities
who have gone before us, and follow their
teachings and instructions. Only then will
auspiciousness await us. Else, “we will have to
remain in our current state of darkness — je

timire, se timire-i.”

Translated from Srf Gaudiya-patrika
Year-13, Issue-2






First, Accept Shelter at Guru’s Lotus Feet
Adau Guru-padasraya

8r1 Srimad Bhaktivedanta Vamana Gosvami Maharaja

The example of the archetypal
chaste wife

e can see in a worldly context [in
t -V traditional Indian culture], that prior
to marriage, a young woman does not occupy
herself with the daily affairs of her future
husband’'s household. The first thing she and
her guardians focus on with great effort and
endeavour is developing her and her future
husband’s relationship. First a relationship is
established with her husband, and then she
moves into her husband’s home. She is then
observed venturing to live in a manner that
serves the needs of her good husband and his
kin. If, before developing a relationship with
her husband, a young woman goes to great
effort, without purpose, to preoccupy herself
with the duties of her husband’s household,
those undertakings prove not to be the cause of
auspiciousness; rather, they invoke the sins and
indiscretions of sensual impulses [by behaving
like a married woman without being married].
Therefore [on the spiritual path], it is first
of all necessary to establish our relationship
with Bhagavan. Bhagavan is our eternal
husband, and it is $rf gurudeva who makes our
relationship with that husband. SrT gurudeva
is therefore referred to as sambandha-

jnana-data, or he who grants transcendental
knowledge of relationship. Sambandha-jriana
alone is called initiation (diksa) or divine
knowledge (divya-jriiana).

Any household activity the young woman
enacts prior to developing a relationship
with her husband is likened to playing with
dolls. It is imitation, devoid of actual purpose
and is but a fleeting mental amusement. She
does not actually serve her husband by doing
so. And if a woman is married but is averse
to forming a relationship with her good
husband, the performance of her household
activities is just to satisfy her own senses.
In the case of the virtuous g,rha—laksml‘1
(household goddess of fortune), however, who
has a relationship with her husband, because
her every household task is performed with a
desire to please him, it fosters auspiciousness
and creates peace.

Establishing a relationship is pivotal

In his commentary on Srimad-Bhagavatam
11.2.34, Srila Visvanatha Cakravarti Thakura
has clearly shown the profound difference
between the performance of service by devotees

L' This term refers to a chaste woman in her in-law’s
house.
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of Bhagavan (bhagavad-bhaktas) and the
apparently identical conduct of sense enjoying
non-devotees (visayi-abhaktas). The sense
enjoyers do everything, their bathing, dining,
etc., starting with passing urine and stool in
the morning, for the pleasure of their own
senses. Meanwhile, the devotees of Bhagavan
engage in those very same activities for the
purpose of serving Bhagavan, which only
culminate as limbs of bhakti. Externally, there
is no difference between the behaviour of those
devotees who are endowed with sambandha-
jiiana and those of the sensualist workers. The
sole difference lies in their inner conviction
and purpose. A devotee with sambandha-
jAana performs all activities for the pleasure of
Bhagavan or for the sake of service, while the
visayi performs those same activities to attain
his own pleasures and comforts in this world
and the next. In this context, only sambandha-
jrianais favourable for the service of Bhagavan.
Any condition devoid of sambandha creates an
unfavourable mood.

Therefore, we must first of all become
equipped with sambandha-jriana. Abhidheya,
or discernment of duty and its execution, fol-
lows sambandha. Sambandha and abhidheya
are interconnected like the limbs of the body.
If one is not functioning properly, it affects
the movement of the body as a whole. Without
relationship, the practice (abhidheya) cannot
be discerned, and without executing the
practice, the relationship is not solidified.
The goal, prayojana, is only attained after the
practice is perfected.

A virtuous wife never loves her husband
so that others will praise her, nor does she
desire jewellery, garments, and ornaments
in exchange for her love. She serves her
husband specifically for his happiness. Her
good husband’s satisfaction is her only
objective (prayojana); his happiness is her
happiness. Likewise, fully relinquishing one’s
own interests and accomplishing Bhagavan's
pleasure is the mila-mantra, or core refrain,
of the devotee’s life. Bhagavan's pleasure is the
core goal of a devotee who has a relationship
with Him.

Accepting a genuine guru
Saints and scriptures state:
padasrayah — first, take shelter of the lotus
feet of guru” (Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu 1.2.74).
For one who wishes to attain bhakti, the first

“adau guru-

and foremost duty is to take shelter at the
lotus feet of a bona fide (sad) guru. In order to
understand one’s ultimate welfare, a person who
is inquisitive about the truth will take shelter of
the feet of a paramarthika sad-guru (genuine
spiritual master) who is well-versed in the core
imports of sastra (Sabda-brahma) and who has
realization of Parabrahma [Bhagavan)].

If, at the time of accepting a paramarthika-
guru, one considers conventional concerns,
one cannot grasp the actual Truth [Absolute
Reality].
should relinquish a conventional, worldly,

Bhakti-sandarbha advises, “One
and family guru who is unqualified and take
shelter of a paramarthika-guru.” Hari-bhakti-
vilasa states, “If, without knowing the mandate
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of scripture, a person accepts an un-bona fide
guru as his guru, as per familial and social
conventions, then as soon as he becomes aware
that he will attain the hellish planets with the
mantra this kind of guru has given him, he
should again, in accordance with scripture,
accept mantra from a Vaisnava guru.”

Those whose dedication to the pursuit of
Truth is particularly deficient often think that
if one gives up a bogus guru and accepts a
bona fide guru, one will necessarily commit
the offence of giving up one’s guru. However,
all sacred Smrti scriptures give the mandate
to relinquish such a bogus guru. The ideal
conduct of previous dcdaryas also supports
this conclusion of all the scriptures.

Many still say, “[The quality of the milk
is not affected] regardless of what the milk is
like, even if it is from a disreputable milkman,
or [the quality of the mantra is not affected]
regardless of what the guru is like, even if
he is bogus. And if the disciple has bhakti,
then by dint of that virtue, even a bogus guru
will appear bona fide to the disciple.” The
marketplace is rife with so many concocted
sahajiya riddles like this that are conjured up
to justify all such blather. The Sruti and Smrti
scriptures, however, do not support all these
self-absorbed mental speculations.
seeking
are impelled by the ideal example set by sri

Individuals spiritual welfare
gurudeva or the dacarya and gradually enter
the kingdom of bhajana. A real dcarya is one
who conducts himself according to scripture
and thereby establishes his disciples in proper

conduct. One who is deviant and bears malice
towards Vaisnavas can never be worthy of the
title acarya.

The notion that by the supreme strength
of the disciple’s bhakti, even the guru's faults
transform into virtues is a thoroughly erro-
neous conclusion, an apasiddhanta. One who
has flaws is laghu [light, as opposed to guru,
meaning “heavy”] and is not worthy of the title
guru. Abona fide guru cannot have any fault.

One who is $asita, disciplined, is $isya, a
disciple, and one who administers discipline
is guru. It is thus the duty of a person who
seeks his spiritual benefit to one-pointedly
take shelter of the lotus feet of a genuine
paramarthika-guru who is acquainted with the
truth of Krsna, regardless of his material caste,
family, and scholarship or worldly dealings.

Some say: “In stating that a non-Vaisnava
can never become guru, Hari-bhakti-vilasa
has proven to be sectarian.” The validity
of Hari-bhakti-vilasa’s statement becomes
evident, however, by deliberating upon it
minutely.

No one but the lineages of pure devotees
accept the eternality of bhakti, the bhaktas,
and Bhagavan. The karmi, jnani and yogi
lineages have never accepted the eternality
of bhakti. Though they deem bhakti to be the
means (upaya) to fulfilling their ambitions,
none accept it as the attainment (upeya). They
state that bhakti is necessary until mukti is
attained.

If one is to accept bhakti, one must accept
the individual existence and eternality of
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bhakti, the bhakta, and Bhagavan. However,
the fact that “real bhakti begins after libera-
tion” can be found in the bhakti scriptures.

Sri Bhagavata (1.7.10) states, “Even sages
who are atmarama, content in the experience
of their soul, engage in wunconditional
devotional service to Sri Hari” Liberated
personalities adopt bodies of their own
accord for all eternity and perform bhajana
of Bhagavan. They accept the eternality of
Bhagavan, as well as that of sri gurudeva and
the Vaisnavas, both of whom are non-different
from Bhagavan, and they accept the eternality
of Bhagavan's abode, name, form, qualities,
pastimes, etc., even after they are liberated.

If one takes shelter of an eternal reality,
one attains just that — an eternal reality. No
one can attain an eternal reality by taking
shelter of a temporary reality. The Vaisnavas,
therefore, take shelter of the eternal truth.

Sri gurudeva is an eternal reality. He
exists for time eternal as the personification
of all that is dear to Bhagavan (bhagavata-
prestha). The disciple renders service to Krsna
for eternal time under that guru’s guidance.
It is thus the sole duty of everyone to take
shelter at the feet of such an eternal reality, or
a vaisnava-guru.

When we say “Vaisnava”, no one should
assume that the external appearance is what
makes one a Vaisnava. One who is adept in the
steadfast practice of amani-manada — giving
respect to all without expecting respect from
others — and truly engaged in performing hari-
kirtana is a non-duplicitous pure devotee. He
alone is an actual Vaisnava.

As practitioners of bhakti, we will first
of all convey to Bhagavan, in a mood of
utter anguish, our piteous pleas for attaining
shelter at the feet of a genuine spiritual master
(sad-guru). Seeing our overpowering anguish,
Bhagavan will send a mahanta-guru to set us
on the right path. We would never be able to
gain darsana of a transcendental sad-guru by
following our own minuscule intelligence.

If we consider as guru that person who
caters to our mind and to what is popularly
called dharma-karma, or religious activity, and
who supplies fuel to our performance of such
activities, then our lives will go in vain, having
been driven down the wrong path. If instead of
service to Bhagavan, one seeks a clandestine
sort of sense gratification, then the moment
one sees some Vaisnava-hating prakrta-
sahajiyad’s pretentious gestures of emotion,
mundane erudition, and other external tactics
by which to deceive people, one will think him
to be a supreme maha-bhagavata Vaisnava.
Accepting such a pretentious non-Vaisnava as
guru, one will thus become forever cheated of
the path of pure devotion.

If one genuinely wants to serve Hari,
Guru, and Vaisnavas, $r1 Bhagavan will appear
before him as the mahanta-guru. Exclusive
nistha in Krsna is the defining characteristic
(svarupa-laksana) of the mahanta-guru. The
cherished aspirations of the bhakti-sadhaka
find perfection only in the shelter of such a
bona fide guru’s lotus feet.

Translated from Sri Gaudiya-patrika
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r1 Narada Gosvami, Uddhavaji, and Gopa-
Skumara were having a discussion, and
Naradaji became overwhelmed with bliss as
he offered his respects to Krsna's pastimes,
remembering each pastime and uttering its name.
And thus he mentioned Venu-gita [wherein
the gopis are glorifying Giriraja-Govardhana
with the verse hantayam adrir abala hari-
dasa-varya (Srimad-Bhagavatam 10.21.18)].
For some days now we have

Hari-dasa-varya — the best of the
servants of Hari
Other people may very well regard Girirajaji to be
Bhagavan and view worship of him as the worship
of Radha-Krsna or others. However, in our
sampradaya, he is seen only as hari-ddasa-varya,
because there can be nothing more authoritative
than the words of the gopis, especially when
among the gopis, it is from Srimati Radhaji
Herself, from Her own lips, that

been discussing this, especially Giriréja accepts we find this statement, “.. $ri
the ‘1n31ghts of our Gosva‘mls, even our kap atatd, rc?d.hll.cd—vaktra—candrc?t - [(?
of Sr1 Jiva Gosvami and Srila Giriraja, your sweet title, hari-
Vi$vanatha Cakravarti Thakura, our deceitfulness. dasa-varya] issued forth from
that ar(?se in their hearts by the If we submit our the moon-like face of Srimati
mercy Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu. . . Radhika.”*

811 Caitanya Mahaprabhu everything at his feet, Should Radhika say one
alone is the root of these con- he will surely bestow thing and Krsna another, we
ceptions. If He had not come will accept what Radhika says.
and if He had not infused their kr sna-prema Krsna is sometimes unreliable.
hearts with inspiration, then upon us. Sometimes He will just tell

such understandings would

not have been revealed in the world. This is
why Gaudiya Vaisnavas, before commencing
any activity of bhakti, be it studying Srimad-
Bhagavatam, discussing nitya-lild, or reading
any other grantha, are sure to propitiate Sri
Caitanya Mahaprabhu and accept the shelter
of His feet. Srila Sanatana Gosvami or Srila
Rapa Gosvami or any of the Vaisnavas in
their guidance are always sure to glorify Sri
Caitanya Mahaprabhu in one way or another
and express their gratitude before proceeding,
Those who do not embrace a sense of
indebtedness to Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu are
simply not Gaudiya Vaisnavas.

people to their face what they
want to hear. If there are two gopis, He will meet
one and tell her she is His most beloved. Then,
He will see the other gopi and tell her that it is
she who is truly His favourite. What He says
to Rukmini, He will say to Satyabhama. He will
tell everyone what they want to hear. This is
why Srila Visvanatha Cakravarti Thakura says
that we do not trust the words of people who
live in Mathura.> We do not trust that part of
Krsna who lives in Mathura. But we have full
conviction in Srimati Radhikaji, in what She

1 $rila Raghunatha dasa Gosvamr's Sri Govardhana-
vasa-prarthana-dasakam (8)
2 Bhagavad-gita 18.65, Sarartha-varsini commentary.
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has said, what has issued forth from Her lips,
that Giriraja is hari-dasa-varya. This is why
we regard Giriraja to be the greatest servant
of Hari.

Once, [when Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu
was residing in Puri] a Vaisnava from here
[Vraja] gave Mahaprabhu a small necklace
of gunja berries and also a sila of Girirajaji.
Mahaprabhu was very delighted to receive
that sila, so much so that He could not decide
whether to keep it on His head or to rest it on
His eyelids, whether to keep inside it His heart
or outside. Nor could He decide what to do
with it. “Should I bathe it with ocean water or
should I ask for some Ganga water from Sri
Paramananda Puri’s well and bathe it with that
or with My tears?” He could barely determine
where to keep it, how to worship it.

He did serve it, seeing Giriraja to be
Krsna and the gurija necklace to be Radha. He
would pick eight tulasi-marnjaris, each with
a beautiful soft bud in the centre of two soft
leaves, and offer some water. He served with
bhava. Just by seeing Giriraja, He would be
reminded of all that transpired at Govardhana-
giri, He would remember the gopis, He would
remember everything. For Him, bhava-seva
was natural. For us, presently, bhava-seuva is
very, very difficult.

After some days, He gave the sila to Srila
Raghunatha dasa Gosvami, for He saw, “Oh,
he is a worthy boy.” And He told him exactly
how to worship it. “You are a niskiricana
Vaisnava. You do not have the money to make
a golden altar, to build a temple, to provide
raja-bhoga offerings and chapanna-bhoga,

[56 preparations] ten or however many times
daily. All this is not possible for you. You just
offer these eight tulasi-manjaris and water;
render bhava-seva.”

811 Caitanya Mahaprabhu served Giriraja
in His own mood, but how did Srila Raghunatha
dasa Gosvami serve? He served Giriraja as one
who gives prema for Radha and Krsna. He has
written somewhere, or perhaps Srila Rapa
Gosvami has written, that in Vrndavana there
are two personalities who can give prema for
Radha and Krsna: Giriraja-Govardhanaji and
Yamunaji. Both are mentioned as those who
grant such prema. This was how he served
Giriraja, and it is this form that is beneficial
for us.

If someone sees Krsna Himself as Giriraja,
then it is somewhat problematic. Krsna cannot
give Himself fully to anyone, because He does
not belong to Himself. Everything that was
His — His body and belongings — He gave to
Srimatiji. He has nothing left to give. That is
why, if these personalities [such as Giriraja
and Yamuna] are inclined to give something,
they have the power to give Him in His entirety.
Krsna cannot give Himself fully.

It is for this reason that this mood of
service is mentioned in our sampradaya.
Hence, we too shall serve Giriraja in this
manner as he who grants prema for Radha
and Krsna. By serving him, one can attain that
prema. He is the giver. “Nirupadhi-karunena
sri-sacinandanena tvayi kapati-satho 'pi tvat-
priyenarpito 'smi — The causelessly merciful
811 Sacinandana, who is most dear to you, has
offered me to you. [ am kapata (deceitful), but
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whatever I am, I am yours, so, please accept
me.” Giriraja accepts even our kapatatd, our
deceitfulness. If we submit our everything at
his feet, he will surely bestow krsna-prema
upon us.

And suppose we do think that Krsna
is Girirjaji. Does Krsna mean more to us,
or does Srimatiji? Who is the object of our
worship? “Mad-isa-nathatve vraja-vipina-
candram vraja-vanesvarim tam-nathatve —
the moon of Vraja’s forest (Krsna) is the Lord
of the life of my mistress, who is the Goddess
of Vraja’s forest.” Radhaji is our aradhya, our
worshipful deity. We aim to please Her, do we
not? By pleasing Her, everyone will be pleased.
This is why the topic of hari-dasa-varya is
mentioned. That is our objective.

But to become hari-dasa-varya, there
are some prerequisites. We must look to the
light, to that which is not darkness: “Tamaso
ma jyotir gamaya — don'’t go to the darkness.”
Sleep, laziness, madness, what are these? They
are darkness. “Jyotir gamaya — go towards the
light.” Hari-katha is the light.

Before becoming the servant of Hari,
there are some other endeavours we must
make. First we become liberated: “Age haya
mukti tabe sarva-bandha-nasa, tabe se
haite pare sri-krsnera dasa — first liberation
occurs and all bondage is destroyed, then
one can become the servant of Sri Krsna”
[SrT Caitanya-bhagavata, Madhya-kandha,
17.106]. And even upon becoming SriKrsna's
servant (dasa), still something remains to be
done. Although everything is implied here —

becoming Krsna’s dasa, Radha’s dasa, etc., — it

is a general statement. Just saying “Krsna’s
servant” does leave something wanting,.

Maya-dasa — servant of the illusory
energy

To properly understand this matter, we will
have to come down the line somewhat; we will
have to descend. To where? First is maya-dasa
(servant of the material energy). All the people of
the world are maya-dasa. How is it that they are
maya-dasa?

“Krsna bhuli sei jiva anadi-bahirmukha,
ataeva maya tare deya samsara-duhkha —
having forgotten Krsna, the living entity has
been averse to Him since time immemorial,
and so maya inflicts upon him the sufferings
of material existence” (Sri Caitanya-caritamrta,
Madhya-lila 20.117).

“Pisaci pdile yena mati-cchana haya,
maya grasta jivera haya sei bhava udaya —
When the witch catches him, his awareness is
covered. The state of conditioned existence
then arises for the soul thus gripped by
illusion.”

“Kabhu raja kabhu praja kabhu vipra
sudra, kabhu duhkhi kabhu sukhi kabhu kita
ksudra — Sometimes he is a king, sometimes a
citizen, sometimes a priest, and other times a
labourer. Sometimes he is happy, sometimes
sad, and sometimes he is a small bug” (Sri
Prema-vivarta 6.3, 5).

“Brahmanda bhramite kona bhagyavan
jiva, guru-krsna-prasade paya bhakti-lata-
bija — wandering throughout the universe, a
fortunate soul, by the grace of guru and Krsna
obtains the seed of the vine of devotion.”
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“Mali haiya kare sei bija aropana, Sravana-
kirtana-jale karaye secana — becoming a
gardener, he plants that seed and irrigates it with
the water of hearing and chanting” (Sri Caitanya-
caritamrta, Madhya-lila, 19.151, 152).

Nowhere else is there such a beautiful
description of this process, be it in Srimad-
Bhagavatam, the Vedas or the Upanisads. If you
want to read something about bhakti, then
you must read Sri Caitanya-caritamrta. To
understand Sri Caitanya-caritamrta, the Sat-
sandarbhas are absolutely necessary. And
to understand the Sat-sandarbhas, we also
need to attain the mercy of Srila Sanatana
Gosvami's Brhad-bhdgavatamrta and Srila
Rapa Gosvami's Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu
and Ujjuala-nilamani, otherwise, we will not
be able to understand these books at all. In
addition, to explain all of these books, we have
the writings of Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura,
Srila Visvanatha Cakravarti Thakura, Srila
Jiva Gosvami and others. Ours is a huge and
weighty fortune, but at least we have come
in contact with this dhara, or current [line of
thought]. If not today, then maybe tomorrow,
we will be able to become immersed in it. Just
how immensely fortunate are we!

So, first of all, we are maya-dasa. What
does maya-dasa mean? Servitude to maya
entails that our consciousness is engrossed in
this body and all that pertains to it — wealth,
followers, children, family — all the objects
of our attachment, all that is there in this
samsara. As long as we are entrapped here, all
of this will surely remain with us in one form
or another.

When the soul receives the mercy of
sadhu and guru, or Krsna and guru — guru-
krsna-prasade paya bhakti-lata-bija — he
begins to rise somewhat. When he rose above
being a servant of maya, he developed some
sukrti (spiritual merit). Then he had some
association with sadhus, obtained the mercy
of guru, and now he has become guru-dasa.
The first stage is guru-dasa. What can he
attain beyond the material energy if he is a
servant of maya? Whatever one may try to do,
if it is without guru, one will not be successful.
Hence, one has to become guru-dasa.

Types of guru-dasa

There is not just one type of guru-dasa. First is
sisya-briva, one who is a disciple only in name,
just as there are brahmana-bruvas, so-called
brahmanas. After that, there is the tamasika-
dasa, or a disciple in the mode of ignorance.
Then comes the rdjasika-dasa, a disciple in the
mode of passion, after which comes the sattvika-
dasa, a disciple in the mode of goodness. These
disciples are the kanisthas and madhyamas.
Beyond them is the nirguna-dasa, a disciple
who is beyond the modes. This kind of disciple
is referred to as uttama. And after this, there
is something else. The living entity will then
become krsna-dasa, a servant of Krsna.

To understand this topic, first understand
what $isya-bruva is. He is not a servant of
guru, but he says he is. Guru-bruva (being a
guru in name only) is also mentioned. He does
not have any real qualities of a guru, but he
pretends to, and to gain physical and worldly
pleasures, he makes disciples. That is a guru-
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bruva. Someone who has no connection with
the spiritual realm is called a guru-bruva.

A Sisya-bruva is one who does not have
any real relationship with guru, but because
he wants to kill someone or because he has
a rivalry with someone and is envious of
he
of guru, bringing with him his tamasika

SOmeone, duplicitously takes shelter
motives. Instead of serving guru, he strives to
achieve his own purposes, like a counterfeiter
exchanging fake notes.

I was reading in one of Prabhupada’s
articles how previously, a guru [before giving
initiation] would wait at least one year while
examining the disciple, and the disciple would
also wait and observe the guru. After this
period, once they were both satisfied, having
developed a mutual relationship of a spiritual
nature, the guru would offer the disciple
diksa and the disciple would accept. That is
why the problems that happen nowadays did
not happen back then. Currently, the disciple
quickly makes a decision, and so does the
guru. This is not the correct procedure. It is
a lifetime after lifetime relationship, not just a
one or two lifetimes relationship. And it is on
the basis of this relationship that krsna-prema
or the position of krsna-dasa or any other
spiritual thing is attained. Those who have a
proper foundation will achieve those results.

Ekalavya, the so-called disciple

Dronacarya was teaching Arjuna, Bhima, Nakula,
Sahadeva, Dharmaraja, Duryodhana and his
brothers. A hundred Kaurava brothers and
five Pandavas — Drona had a hundred and five

disciples. He taught all equally, but still he had
more affection for Arjuna.

Ekalavya, a hunter’s son, could not tolerate
Arjuna’s prestige. He was the atheistic type, the
jealous type.

It was recommended that a guru should
make sure that his disciples were from
good families and not accept disciples from
low-class families. If a disciple was not of
reputable character, if there was no certainty
of his family heritage, what his conduct and
beliefs were,or who his parents were, then he
should not be given diksa. A guru must be
discerning. I saw a similar thing in my time as a
policeman employed by the government. They
had a process of review before appointing a
person. The CID [investigating agency] would
come and look at your diary and see what your
family was like, what your mother and father
were like. They would investigate everything.

So this Ekalavya came to Dronacarya and
said, “Maharaja, Prabhu, Gurudeva, from this
day forth I choose you as my teacher. Please
teach me this dhanusa-vidya (knowledge of
archery).”

“Why do you want to learn archery?”
Drona asked. Ekalavya fell silent. Drona asked
him several times, but he did not respond. All
Ekalavya could think of was defeating Arjuna.
He was friends with Duryodhana, just like
Karna was. His heart was wicked. Guru can see
the subtle body. Drona could tell his intentions
were not honourable. “He wants to take this
knowledge from me, but with it he is going to

” o«

destroy the world.” “Sorry,” he said, “we do not

have a place for you here. This is where we
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teach princes, those whose backgrounds and
characters are familiar to us. We do not teach
anyone else.” He thus dismissed Ekalavya, who
left feeling much aggrieved. He went into the
forest and made a deity of Dronacarya and
started taking ‘lessons’ from that deity.

Sometime later, when the princes’ educa-
tion had progressed, Drona took them into the
forest one day to test them, to see who had
learned what and how well. As they reached
the forest, a dog started to bark at them, loudly.
Suddenly, its barking stopped completely.
“Why did it stop?” they wondered. “Let’s go
see.” They saw that the dog’s mouth was full
of arrows, but there was not a single scratch
on its mouth. “Who could have shot these
arrows so perfectly as to not injure the dog
at all and yet stop its barking?” they thought.
They estimated the direction the arrows had
come from and searched a short distance
till they came upon a dark-skinned youth, a
rugged character, standing there with bow and
arrow. As soon as the youth saw Dronacarya,
he bowed down before him. “Who are you?”
Drona asked.

“I am Ekalavya,” he replied.

“You shot these arrows?” Drona asked.

“Yes, I shot them.”

“You are very talented. Who did you learn
from? Who is your guru?”

At this, he paid Drona full prostrated
obeisances and said, “You are my guru.”

“I never taught you,” said Drona.

“Look at this,” he said, “I have a deity of
you here. I took lessons from this deity.”

“Oh, so you are my disciple.”

“Yes,” said Ekalavya.

“Well, you have learned a lot, but you
never offered any daksina to your guru. Give
me daksina.”

“Whatever you ask, I will give. This whole
body is yours.”

“Then cut off your right thumb and give it
to me,” Drona said.

Ekalavya did not hesitate for even a second.
He cut off his thumb and gave it to Drona, who
simply took it. He did not say, “Oh, you are such
an exalted disciple. You gave me your thumb.”
There is no description of anything like that
in Mahabharata. It just says that he took the
thumb and left, taking the five Pandavas with
him. But it does say that as Drona returned
from the forest, he was filled with dread. Why?
“This is the very sort of person I did not want
to teach,” he thought. “And yet he learned all of
these skills. This does not bode well. It will not
bring good to the world.”

When that same Ekalavya grew up, prior to
the Mahabharata war, he fought with Krsna,
wanting to kill Krsna and the Pandavas. Krsna
cut off his head with His sudarsana-cakra.
Whose heads does Krsna cut off with His
sudarsana-cakra? What kind of evil characters
are they? Ekalavya was one of them.

Once one has offered oneself to gury,
then whatever guru says, the disciple must do,
without second thought. This is the duty of
the disciple. Drona told him, “I will not teach
you, for you are not suitable.” But Ekalavya
insisted on learning. What Drona had said was
said for a reason, for the good of the world,
and Ekalavya disobeyed that instruction.
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Srila Prabhupada comments that those
who are karma-jada (engrossed in fruitive
works) will view Ekalavya as the model guru-
sevaka. Their intelligence has been ruined.
Devoid of the capacity to make proper
judgement, they see only the gross aspect
of existence. They will not venture into
the inner aspect, which is why they do not
believe there is such a
thing as spirit. This is the
case of the sisya-bruva,
the so-called disciple.

Likewise, there is only

Karna, the
tamasika disciple

Now, let us proceed to the
tamasika-sevaka or guru-
dasa [a disciple in the
mode of ignorance]. Take

Bhakti is of one kind
only: uttama-bhakti.

one kind of guru-sevaka,
but according to the
various moods of devotion

individuals have or what

Karna could not say.

“What? You do not know who your mother
and father are?”

“I am Radheya,” he said. “My mother’s
name is Radha.”

“Oh, you are his son, the person who
drives the chariots? He is a suta-putra (one
of mixed caste). So, you are also a suta-putra.
A stta-putra has no right to
compete with princes. Leave
this place, immediately.”

That is when Duryodhana
stood up and gave Karna his
crown, saying, “He is the king
of Anga-desa and my best
friend. You must respect his
place here among us.” But
in front of Bhisma Pitamaha,
none of this worked and

Karna, for example. He saw they are concerned Wlth, Karna, embarrassed, left.

how good an archer Arjuna . Where did he go? He went
was and was jealous of they are given to Parasurama. “To defeat
him. He ended up being different names. even Bhisma, I have to learn

humiliated in a contest in

which he competed with Arjuna. At the end of the
contest, Bhisma Pitamaha said to him, “You came
here to prove yourself as equal to these royal
princes, but first tell us what your lineage is. You
have shown us your skill in competition with
Arjuna, aiming as well as he does, shooting the
eye of the fish. Whatever he did, you have done.
Everyone is amazed. But since you have come
to compete with him, tell us this: Whose son are
you? These are the sons of Pandu and these are
the sons of Dhrtarastra. So whose son are you?
Tell us the name of your mother and father.”

from his guru,” he thought.

Parasurama asked him, “Whose son are
you? What caste are you from?”

He said, “I am the son of a brahmana.”

“Very well then,” said Parasurama.

Karna did not say he was a ksatriya,
otherwise Parasurama would have reacted
adversely. He told him he was the son of a
brahmana. Rsis and maharsis are very simple
and straightforward. Parasurama believed him:
“Why would he lie? And he has come to learn
knowledge of sacred weapons. He has come
for a virtuous purpose; it is only right to give
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him the knowledge he seeks.” So Parasurama
taught him everything, the brahmastra and
every other astra.

Karna was about to complete his studies
and leave his guru’'s asrama. It was just a few
days before his return. One afternoon, the
great sage put his head on Karna’'s lap and
took a nap. It was the monsoon season and
an insect, a vajra-kita, climbed on to Karna's
leg and bore into it, coming out the other
side. A stream of blood gushed from his leg,
but Karna did not move. The blood touched
Parasurama’s head. Feeling something warm,
he woke up. “What is this?” He saw blood
everywhere. “Where did all this blood come
from? This insect bore into your leg and you
did not say a word?”

“No,” he said, ‘I did not want to disturb youw.”

“You cannot possibly be a brahmana”
said Parasurama “You are definitely a ksatriya.
Brahmanas do not have such tolerance to
pain. A brahmana would surely have woken
me up. Tell me the truth, otherwise I will curse
you right now. Whose son are you?”

“I am a suta-putra,” he told him.

“Why didn't you tell me this before? And
why did you want to learn weaponry? Tell me
the truth.”

“To defeat Arjuna.”

“You did not tell me this to begin with.
You are not a real disciple. You lied to me. Go!
Because you lied to me, when the time comes
that you really need this knowledge, you will
forget everything you have learned. Until then,
yes, you may have use of it. Just as you have
treated me — hiding the truth — [ will treat you.”

Ye yatha mam prapadyante tams tathaiva
bhajamy-aham — as one surrenders unto Me,
I reciprocate in turn.

This [keeping grudges and envy within
the heart] is typical of the tamasika mentality.
Karna is an example of one in the mode of
ignorance serving $ri guru.

Let us proceed a step further. to the
rajasika disciple. What is a rajasika disciple?
It refers to one who serves guru to obtain
pleasure, luxury, indulgence, a wife or
husband.

In the discussion between Kapiladeva
and Devahuti, there is mention of rajasika,
tamasika, and sattvika-bhakti. This gradation
of the modes pertains to bhakti. Depending on
the mode of the practitioner, bhakti is referred
to by different names. In fact, bhakti is of one
kind only: uttama-bhakti. Likewise, there is
only one kind of guru-sevaka, but according
to the various moods of devotion individuals
have or what they are concerned with, they are

given different names.

Bhisma’s enactment as a rajasika
disciple

Bhisma Pitamaha vowed that he would not
marry: “I will remain celibate my whole life. I
will not accept the throne.” However, to get his
brother married, he won the three daughters of
the king of Kasi — Amba, Ambalika, and Ambika —
and brought them back to Hastinapura. Two of
them married his brother, but the other refused
and said, “I will marry only you. It is you who
won us; therefore, I want to marry you. You must
marry me.”
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Bhisma, however, told her he could not
marry her. She turned to everyone in the
assembly for help, but none could help her.
Bhisma was very formidable, very strong,
so she went to his guru and began to weep
pitifully.

“Why are you crying, daughter?” asked
Parasurama.

At that time, Bhisma was known as
Devavrata. “Devavrata won me in the
svayamvara” [a ceremony in which a woman
selects her husband], she told him, “and then
he brought me to Hastinapura. But he brought
me here to marry his brother. [ want to marry
him, yet he won't marry me. Please talk to him.
When he won me, I gave him my garland. I will
only marry the person I gave my garland to.”

She was weeping profusely. Parasurama
felt compassion for her. He summoned
Bhisma, his disciple, and asked him, “Why
won't you marry her? You won her, yes?”

“Yes,” said Bhisma.

“Then why won't you marry her?”

“Because I won her for my brother. I
defeated everyone at the svayamvara and
abducted these princesses, but I did this for
my brother.”

“I don’'t know anything about that,” said
Parasurama, “But if you won her, you should
marry her.”

“But I made a vow to my father that I will
not marry, that I will not take the kingdom. I
made that vow in regard to the kingdom and
marriage. [ will not marry her.”

“Then why did you go to the svayarmvara
and take her away by force? Were you not

thinking about your vows then? Who will take
responsibility now?”

Bhisma still refused. Parasurama insisted:
“Either you marry her or you fight with me.”

When Bhisma heard this, he became so
happy. He had found a way out. “I will fight
you and die, but I will not marry.” And so they
fought. In the end, neither of them could win.
Brahma and others had to come and mediate
a truce. Bhisma never married. But he did not
obey his guru. Why? Did his justification have
any spiritual merit? No. This type of person is
the rajasika disciple. Bhisma enacted this to
exemplify a rajasika disciple.

Aruni and Upamanyu, the sattvika
disciples

In the sattvika category are the examples of
Aruni and Upamanyu:

What did Aruni do? On the order of his
guru's wife, amid torrential rain, in the middle
of winter, in the freezing cold, he went to repair
a broken dam in the field. His guru's wife
had told him the flooding water was going to
damage their home. So again and again, he kept
trying to fix the dike, but it kept breaking. The
flow of water was very strong. He kept building
up the dirt, but it kept getting washed away.
Finally, he saw there was no option but to lay
himself across the breach. Some water still
escaped but much less. He lay there like that all
night. By morning, he was practically lifeless,
freezing and covered in dirt. His guru came
looking for him. “Aruni, where are you? Aruni?”

In a faint voice, with all a dying man could
muster, he called out weakly, “Guruji, | am here.”
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“Where?”

“Over here...”

His guru came over and saw the state he
was in. “Why are you lying here?” he asked.

“I tried... I could not stop the water, so [ lay
down.”

His guru raised him up and embraced
him to his chest, blessing him to have instant
realization of all the Vedas and Vedanta. Aruni
became a mantra-drasta rsi, a sage and seer
of the mantras.

Upamanyu’s case was somewhat similar.
His guru told him, “Stop eating so much! I
order you. You are getting so fat. Do you drink
milk from the cows?”

“Yes,” said Upamanyu, “After the calf
drinks, then I drink what is left.”

“Don’t drink milk any more,” his guru said.

Sometime later, his guru asked, “You're
still getting fat. Are you continuing to drink
cow milk?”

“No, I'm not.”

“Then what are you eating?”

“Well, when the cows are sitting down to
chew their cud, there is some foam that forms
on their mouth. I take this foam and eat that.”

“What? You're eating foam from the
mouth of cows? From tomorrow, don’t do that
anymore.”

“Yes, as you command,” said Upamanyu.

The next day, he did not eat anything.
He was so hungry, he ended up eating some
leaves from a plant, but the leaves made him
blind and he fell into a well. In the evening, the
cows returned [from the pasturing grounds].
The guru and his wife noticed that the cows

had returned but that Upamanyu had not.
“Where did he go?” they wondered. His guru
went out looking for him. “Where are you,
Upamanyu? Where are you?” As he was
searching everywhere, night fell. Finally, the
guru heard him calling from the well.

“Gurujt, I fell in the well.”

“How did you fall in? Wait, hold on.” He
brought a rope and hauled him out of the well.
“How did you fall in?”

“You told me not to drink milk, so I stopped
doing so. Then you told me not to eat the foam
from the cows’ mouths, so I stopped doing that.
But I was so hungry I picked some leaves from
a plant that were leaking a sap resembling milk
and drank a few drops, but that sap made me
blind.”

“You followed my orders. You did not eat.
You did exactly what I said. May all the Vedas
and Upanisads manifest to you.” Thus he was
blessed with Vedic knowledge and his eyes
were also healed.

But what is Veda? What does Vedic
knowledge mean here? The Vedas are
comprised of three divisions. “Evam trayi
dharmam anuprapanna gatagatam kama-
kama labhante — thus, following the three
divisions of Vedic knowledge, they attain
repeated birth and death, pursuing their
desires” (Gita 9.21). Once they enjoy the
heavenly planets, they have to come back to
this world. The three divisions of the Vedas
are centred around kama and are for those
who are sakama, who have desires for worldly
happiness. Hence, these two [Upamanyu and
Aruni] are referred to as sattvika.
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Let us proceed somewhat higher. Here, we
enter the Bhagavatam. This is where nirguna-
bhakti or the example of nirguna-dasabegins.
Up till now, we have discussed the sattvika,
rajasika, tamasika, and bruva categories of
disciples.

The Srimad-Bhagavatam describes how
Sudama and Krsna, on the order of their gurvi
(the wife of their guru, Sandipani Muni), went
into the jungle to collect wood. It started to
rain. It was winter too. All night they stood
there, holding their bundle of wood on their
heads. They did not return to the asrama.
When morning arrived, Sandipani Muni came
with a lamp, looking for them. “Are! Krsna,
Sudama? Where are you?” All night they
had been standing there getting soaked but
holding the bundle on their heads. Who did
so? Krsna Himself, with Sudama. When their
guru found them, he asked, “Why didn’t you
come back?”

“It was raining,” they said, “We didn’'t know
which way to go, which way was flooded and
which was not. Water filled all directions.”

“You could have set the bundle down and
found your way.”

“If we had set the bundle down, the wood
would have gotten fully soaked, and then how
would Gurvi be able to cook? If it’s a bit wet,
it can still be used, but had we set the wood
down, it would have gotten waterlogged. We
had to keep it on our heads.”

“I see,” their guru replied. And he blessed
them with knowledge of all the sixty-four arts.
These arts are still considered part of the Vedic
knowledge, but they are spiritual. Krsnais in this

story [to show the importance of guru-sevd],
is He not? The two of them did not consider
their own personal gain or loss. They only
acted to serve their guru. This is an example
of nirguna-dasa. Sudama’s bhakti is nirguna
and he attained bhakti for Narayana, meaning
for Krsna as Dvarkadhisa. He obtained great
wealth, but also utter detachment from it, as
well as special anuraga, attachment to Krsna.

The prayers of Sri Bilvamangala
Thakura

Now, having reached the nirguna stage, let us
proceed a bit further, for we have still not found
our abhista, our cherished objective. Hence we
proceed to this verse:

cintamanir jayati somagirir gurur me
siksa-gurus ca bhagavan sikhi-piccha-maulih
yat-pada-kalpataru-pallava-sekharesu
lila-svayamvara-rasam labhate jayasrih

What kind of guru-dasa is the author of
this verse? Sr1 Bilvamangala Thakura refers to
Cintamani as his guru. Which guru? The guru
that showed him the path. Anyone who shows
us the path to enlightenment, no matter who
they may be, even if they are a prostitute, is to
be honored as guru, as our patha-pradarsaka
or vartma-pradarsaka-guru. It is not possible
for us to repay those who have shown us the
path. They were inspired by Krsna Himself
to send us here [to the society of Vaisnavas],
so we are indebted to them, to anyone who
might have helped us [spiritually] prior to
establishing a relationship with our guru.
Gratitude is synonymous with Vaisnavism.
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Those who have no sense of gratitude have not
the slightest trace of the quality of a Vaisnava
in them.

First, $r1 Bilvamangala Thakura pays his
respects to Cintamani, then to his diksa-guruy,
Somagiri, and last of all, he pays obeisances to
his siksa-guru, Sikhi-piccha-mauli, Krsna who
wears a peacock feather on His head. Krsna
was the one who, as caitya-guru and as Siksa-
guru, inspired him in his heart, who roused
all of the moods of Krsna-karnamrta within
him. Sr1 Bilvamangala gives more emphasis
to siksa-guru here, because his siksa-guru is
Krsna Himself. Still, in this world especially,
we are indebted to diksa-guru. How else do
we make a connection with Krsna? Even if
Krsna Himself is the siksa-guru, we still have
to give our respects to our diksa-guru. If we
are so indebted to our vartma-pradarsaka-
guru, are we not indebted to the person who
has given us diksa? We cannot honour our
patha-pradarsaka-guru and then not honour
our diksa-guru.

These two, diksa-guru and $iksa-guru, are
to be regarded as Krsna’s [rupa and] svaripa.
One should not think one is less than the other.
Sometimes the diksa-guru is more exalted in
terms of personal qualification. Sometimes
siksa-guru can also be more exalted. For
example, we have our [diksa-] guru, but if we
think of Krsna as our $iksa-guru, then who
is more exalted? If we think of Sri Caitanya
Mahaprabhu as our $iksa-guru, then who is
superior? And if Srila Rapa Gosvami is our
diksa-guru? Then what? One cannot neglect
diksa-guru. There is a saying in Bengali: “Don’t

be like a cow climbing over the trough to get
to the grass; you will injure yourself.” This
should not happen. [In other words, we have
to respect both equally, but always diksa-guru
first, even if siksa-guru is in fact superior.]

Sometimes, in the realm of bhajana, siksa-
gurubecomes more influential than the diksa-
gury, as in the case of Syamananda Prabhu,
or Duhkhi Krsnadasa, as he was known. He
sought some advice from his guru, Hrdaya-
caitanya, who told him to go to Vrndavana
and take shelter of Srila Jiva Gosvami. There
he studied the scriptures under the tutelage of
$rila Jiva Gosvami and developed one-pointed
devotion for Srimati Radhaji. But he gave each
of his gurus, Hrdaya-caitanya and S$rila Jiva
Gosvami, the respect they deserved. This is
how it should be, otherwise we will be ruined.

With our S$iksa-guru, the relationship
is somewhat like raganuga [more natural,
spontaneous]. There are many things we can-
not say to or ask our diksa-guru, who is like a
father. We feel some shyness, some hesitation,
is it not? But our siksa-guru is like our father’s
younger brother, an uncle, or caca-guru, one
might say. The things we cannot say to our
guru, we can express to him. We can interact
with him more in a mood of equals.

So, Srila Rapa Gosvamijl is siksa-guru
and Srila Sanatana Gosvami is diksd-guru. If
Caitanya Mahaprabhu and Krsna are $iksa-
guru, then how should we interact with
Them? Srimad-Bhdgavatam is also Siksd-
guru. It is said, “vande "ham sri-guroh sri-
yuta-pada-kamalam $ri-gurun vaisnavams
sagrajatam saha-gana-

ca, Sri-rupam
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raghunathanvitam tam sa jivam — [ bow to
the feet of srf guru and the Vaisnavas, Sri
Rapa and his elder brother [Sr1 Sanatana]
with their entourage of Sri Raghunatha dasa,
8ri Jiva, and others.”

And after that there are even more siksa-
gurus mentioned: “sadvaitam savadhatam
parijana-sahitam krsna-caitanya-devam,
$ri-radha-krsna-padan saha-gana-lalita-sri-
visakhanvitams ca — I bow to Sri Advaita, Sri
Nityananda, to Sriman Mahaprabhu and His
associates, to Sri Radha and Krsna and Their
associates headed by Lalita and Visakha.”
These are all siksa-gurus. In the realm of
spiritual life, we must heed all of these details.

The moods expressed in the prayers
of Sr1 Bilvamangala Thakura are spiritual
and immaculate. Even among that which is
nirguna, this is uttama, topmost. But still there
is something lacking,

Srila Sanatana Gosvami and Srila
Rupa Gosvami

Now let us go to the time of Sriman Mahaprabhu.
Bilvamangala was from a previous era. Sriman
Mahaprabhu is Krsna Himself. He did not make
any disciples, did He? Still Srila Ripa Gosvami
says He is my guru. Srila Sanatana Gosvami says
He is my guru. The world says He is my guru.
They do, do they not? Yes, it is said quite often,
and it's true to some extent.

In Benares, He infused Srila Sanatana
Gosvami's heart with everything. Externally,
He gave him everything and inspired him
internally as well. As caitya-guru, He inspired
$rila Sanatana Gosvami in his heart, yet

He also gave him direct instructions: What
is the svaripa of the jiva? The jiva is an
eternal servant of Krsna. How to serve Krsna?
What is our relationship with Him? The kind
of instructions He gave on sambandha,
abhidheya, and prayojana in three chapters
[of Sri Caitanya-caritamrta] have not, to this
day, ever been given anywhere in this world.
Can there be any guru greater than this? This
is guru-tattua, real guru. Did even Sandipani
Muni give this sort of instruction to Krsna?
Did any of the gurus we mentioned earlier
ever give this calibre of instruction? Hence, Sri
Caitanya Mahaprabhu is the real guru-tattva.
And if anyone is to become the servant of such
a guru, then that person is the topmost guru-
dasa.

Even still, however, something remains to
be said. Prior to this, in Prayaga, Sri Caitanya
Mahaprabhu had given instructions to Srila
Rupa Gosvami. Therefore, how does Srila Ripa
Gosvami pray? He says, “I was prompted to
write Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu by His mercy
— hrdi yasya preranaya, pravartito ‘ham

2w

varaka-rapo 'pi” “I am varaka” he says.
Varaka means what? It means insignificant.
“By whose mercy, by whose inspiration, I
was engaged in writing books like Bhakti-
rasamrta-sindhu and Ujjvala-nilamani...”
Who gives inspiration? Caitya-guru gives
inspiration. So, he says, “I bow to that guru,
who is Krsna Himself advented as Sri Caitanya
Mahaprabhu.”

Srilla Rapa Gosvami also offers his
obeisances to another guru, Srila Sanatana

Gosvami. He thought of Srila Sanatana Gosvami
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as his direct diksa-guru, so he writes a verse
for him too: “visrama-mandirataya tasya
sanatana-tanor-mad-isasya — Sanatana is
my worshipful master. I bow to him. Why? This
Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu is dear to Krsna, so
it is like a temple for Srila Sanatana Gosvami
to take rest within. Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhur
bhavatu sadayam pramodaya — it is for his
delight that I have written this.”

Thus, both of
and another, a third personality, $r1 Kavi

these personalities
Karnapira, saw Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu as
their guru. What did Mahaprabhu give Kavi
Karnapura? He gave him His toe to suck on.
What did Kavi Karnapura produce? What
book did he write? Ananda-vrndavana-
campuh. And at a very young age, as a small
child, he composed such beautiful verses
about Sri Radha and Krsna’s love, with every
imaginable poetic embellishment, such that
he had everyone biting on their fingers in
sheer amazement. It was that little boy that
became Kavi Karnapura. This is called being
a disciple.

But now, to conclude this topic, let us go
just a little further.

The service of Govinda

Sriman Mahaprabhu, during His final days, was
living in Puri at the home of Kasisvara Pandita,
at the Gambhira, absorbed twenty-four hours a
day in a state of bhava, ecstasy. Who was serving
Him? Sr1 Govinda, and also a small boy, Gopala,
who later became Gopala-guru. They were both
serving Him, but Govinda is better known. $ri
Govinda, as per Mahaprabhu's wish, was taking

prasada to Srila Haridasa Thakura every day,
because Haridasa Thakura would not come near
the temple of Sr1 Jagannatha.

Sriman Mahaprabhu had relationships
like this with those He loved, with those He
had such affection for, and Govinda had a
connection only with them. Those Sriman
Mahaprabhu did not have any relationship
with, Govinda too had no relationship. A
disciple should be like this. Whoever has a
relationship with his guru, whoever is dear to
his guru, he has a relationship with that person.

Govinda took care of everything in regard
to Sriman Mahaprabhu. Who does the body of
Mahaprabhu belong to? Govinda. One day, he
went to serve Mahaprabhu, to massage His
feet, and Mahaprabhu was sleeping across the
doorway, deliberately. Sri Govinda draped a
chaddar over Him to enter the room and do
his service. Mahaprabhu slept there like that
for two hours or so, on purpose. When He
woke up and saw Govinda, He asked him: “Why
didn’t you go today to take prasada [with Srila
Haridasa Thakura]?”

“I came in and there was no way to get
out,” Govinda said.

“But how did you come in?” Mahaprabhu
asked.

“Prabhu,” he replied, “to serve You, I placed
a cloth, an uttariya, on Your limbs and stepped
over You to come in.”

“So why did you not go back the same
way?”

“When I did that to come in, it was for the
sake of Your service. For my own service, how
can I do the same?”
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Just see what one must do to be a disciple.
One has to give up any sort of concern one
has for oneself. For the service of one’s
guru, for one’s worshipful master, one has to
sacrifice all that one has. One has to give it all
up, like tilanjali, oblations of sesame seeds.
Even against one’s own desires, one has to
serve. Then it will be guru-
sevd. Otherwise, one can cut

person’s master is the foundation of his whole
life, when a person is sad when his master is
sad and happy when he is happy, then such
a person can render guru-sevd. This is what
is meant by hari-dasa-varya. People like this
can be called hari-dasa-varya.

Therefore, we must know that Govinda is
not inferior. He does not seem
to have expertise in scripture.

one’s name from the list of Guru is the He displays neither oratory
servants of one’s guru. This foremost of eloquence nor expertise in
is how one should be, or else singing rdagas, rdaginis, alapas,
one will come into one of the the Vaisnavas. etc. But we have to examine what
categories we have discussed. If someone kind of desire he has to serve

Govinda’'s service is most
remarkable. It is something
beyond even praise, something
we perhaps cannot even touch.
What is that exactly? Govinda
said, “Why do Ramananda
Raya and Svartpa Damodara
come here even at night to see
Mahaprabhu?”

Govinda did not like
them coming. Why? When they were not
there, Mahaprabhu was somewhat peaceful.
Whenever these two came, then all night, He
was weeping. [Govinda is saying,] “They weep
and make Him weep. They don't sleep and
they don't let Him sleep.” But Govinda cannot
say anything to them. Govinda was hearing
everything, and hearing Mahaprabhu cry
made his heart cry too. What grand and weighty
service is this? Until we reach that flow, that
dhara, we cannot understand this kind of
service. What glorious service is that? When a

is a genuine
guru-sevaka,
he will surely
be a vaisnava-

sevaka.

Mahaprabhu in his heart and
the mood with which he does
so. Simply and spontaneously,
he has shown us the ideal of
service to Sriman Mahaprabhu.

Even Sarvabhauma
Bhattacarya had some doubt
in regard to such a servant.
“Why did I$vara Puri accept
this sudra disciple? And how
can you accept his service?” he asked Sriman
Mahaprabhu,.“What will people say?” And
this was when Sarvabhauma had already
gained a mood of bhakti. Still, he asked this
question. Mahaprabhu responded, “My I$vara
[My master, Sri I$vara Puripada], ordered me
to accept him. My guru is independent; the
ordinances of the Vedas and sastras have no
control over him. Therefore, I had no further
consideration in this regard.”

In this context, Mahaprabhu said, “Gurur
kinkara haya manya apandra — one must
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revere the servant of guru” (Sri Caitanya-
caritamrta, Madhya-1ila 10.142). If we wish to
perform bhajana of Bhagavan, we must revere
whoever is serving guru. We are to honour
even a dog that serves our guru. Keep this
mood. If, for even one day, a person has served
our guru, then we are indebted to him. Srila
Prabhupada [Sarasvati Thakura] has said, “He
who is a sevaka of the Vaisnavas is the sevaka
of guru.” Without being the servant of all of
the Vaisnavas, we cannot be the sevaka of
guru. We will not even know what guru is. Does
Bhagavan exist separately from His devotees?
Is guru separate from his sevakas? Guru is
the foremost of the Vaisnavas. If someone is
a genuine guru-sevaka, he will surely be a
vaisnava-sevaka.

Every genuine Vaisnava who is more
advanced than oneself, who is rasika and
who knows siddhanta is to be regarded as
guru. The division is only here, as within
para-tattva, in Goloka Vrndavana, there is no
guru-tattva. There, everyone is sakhi-tattva
or sakha-tattva, Krsna’'s associates. Here
$rila Sanatana Gosvami is guru, and Srila
Rapa Gosvami is his disciple. There, they
are all friends, although there is somewhat
more regard for Rupa Manjari. Nothing
faulty exists there. The notion of superior
and inferior does not exist there. And even
in this Iila, Srila Sanatana Gosvami has
referred to Srila Rapa Gosvami as pranamya
(venerable). He offers his obeisance to Srila
Rapa Gosvami, stating that it is only by his
mercy that one may obtain the grace of Sri
Caitanya Mahaprabhu or Krsna.

Sri Raghunatha dasa Gosvami — the
best of riipanugas

The era following $ri Caitanya Mahaprabhu is
that of $ri Rapa and Sr1 Sanatana. In that period,
they are the gurus, and the disciples are $ri Jiva
Gosvami, Sri Raghunatha dasa, and others. Sri
Raghunatha dasa Gosvami is rapdnuga-vara,
foremost of the followers of Sr1 Rapa Gosvami.
All of $rila Rapa Gosvami's teachings condensed
are embodied in Srila Raghunatha dasa Gosvami.
In Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu, Srila Rapa Gosvami
explains the process of sadhana for many types
of sadhakas and, from a tatastha (impartial)
perspective, describes all of the rasas. But is
$rila Rupa Gosvami himself tatastha? Is he in all
of the rasas? No, he has his own rasa, which is
what? Manjari-bhava.

What is manjari-bhava? Ujjvala-nilamani
describes the types of sakhis: sakhi nitya-
sakhi, prana-sakhi, priya-sakhi, and parama-
prestha-sakhi. The general sakhis are those
who are more attracted to Krsna; they have
affection for both Radha and Krsna, but
somewhat more for Krsna, like Dhanistha.
Some sakhis have truly equal affection for
both Radha and Krsna. Although others, such
as Lalita and Visakha — the priya-narma or
prestha-sakhis — have affection for both, they
have somewhat more affection for Radhikaji.
The prana-sakhis and nitya-sakhis have more
affection for Radhika than for Krsna. They are
always Her palya-dasts [maidservants that she
She nourishes and maintains]. Where do they
live? Wherever Srimati Radhaji is. They are sad
when She is sad, happy when She is happy.
When Srimati Radhaji is in viraha, they are
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sad, and when She meets with Krsna, they are
happy. They are constantly occupied at Her
feet, following Her orders, rendering Her many
types of services. Most of the Vaisnavas in our
Gaudiya sampradaya are serving in this mood.
And this what Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu came
to give.

What did He come to give? Sva-bhakti-
sriyam, the beauty of Her bhakti (Sri
Caitanya-caritamrta, Adi-lila 1.4). What is
that like? “Anarpita-carim-cirat, that which
had not been offered since time immemorial.”
Samarpayitum means “to [thoroughly] give”.
Give what? Now this has to be said altogether;
you cannot separate it in the middle or else
it will confuse the meaning: unnata-ujjvala-
rasam sva-bhakti-sriyam, that exalted, brilliant
rasa, or bhakti-rasa, that is svayam, Her own.
Whose own? Srimati Radhika’s. The bhakti She
has for Krsna as a paramour is unnata-ujjvala-
rasa, and the beauty of that [Her bhakti] is what
Sriman Mahaprabhu came to give.

Just as lotus flowers or mango blossoms
have buds, or marnjaris, which constitute the
very beauty of the flower, so the beauty of
Srimati Radhaji’s love is the marnjaris. Radhajr's
rapa (form) is so very beautiful. But who is
the [personified] marijari of that rupa? Rapa
Manjari. If a lotus flower moves, its blossoms
are tossed to and fro even more forcefully than
the flower itself. They (the manjaris) exper-
ience even more bliss. This is manjart-bhava.
Those sakhis, seeking to serve, experience
several times more joy than what Srimati
Radhaji derives from meeting with Krsna.
This happens by means of uddipana, wherein

whatever feelings Radhaji and Her sakhis are
experiencing are conducted into them (the
manijaris) in even greater intensity and in their
fullest form. This is called manjari-bhava.

This is sva-bhakti-sriyam, the beauty
of Her own personal devotion. Sva means
Radhikaji, so this sva-bhakti refers to Her
mahabhava, Her prema. That is something no
one can access. But they can achieve some-
thing of its sobha (splendour); that is sriyam.

The [personified] manjart of Radhaji's
rupa (beautiful form) is Rapa Manjari. The
[personified] manjari of Radhaji's bhavas
(moods of love for Krsna) is Bhava Manjari.
The [personified] manjari of Radhaji’'s vildasa
(amorous pastimes with Krsna) is Vilasa
Manjari. The [personified] manjariof Radhaji’s
raga (ardent attachment to Krsna) is Raga
Manjari. This is what Sriman Mahaprabhu
came to give.

Srila Raghunatha dasa Gosvami adopted
Srila Rapa Gosvami’'s own personal moods.
Though Srila Rapa Gosvami wrote Ujjvala-
nilamani and he also wrote Bhakti-rasamrta-
sindhu, which outlines santa, dasya, sakhya,
vatsalya, madhura-rasa and the countless
moods stemming from them, we have to
consider what his own mood was.

[In Sri Vilapa-kusumanjali, 6] Srila
offered his
obeisances to Srila Sanatana Gosvami in an

Raghunatha dasa Gosvami

external manner: vairdgya-yug bhakti-rasam
prayatnair, apdayayan mam anabhipsum
andham, krpambudhir yah para-duhkha-
duhkhi, sanatanas tam prabhum asrayami.

This is an offering of obeisances befitting
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one’s guru, especially one’s diksa-guru. “Srila
Sanatana Gosvami is an ocean of causeless
mercy,” Srila Raghunatha dasa Gosvami is
saying, “I did not want bhakti and I was totally
blind. In regard to tattva-jiiana, 1 was blind.
Such was I, not wanting what he gave and
totally blind, yet he caught a tight hold of me
and poured that prema into my mouth. I take
shelter of Srila Sanatana Gosvami, who is an
ocean of mercy. I bow down to him.” Who is
an ocean of mercy? Samsara-davanala-lidha-
loka tranaya karunya-ghanaghanatvam — to
deliver the living beings scorched by the blazing
forest fire of material existence, sri gurudeva,
who is an ocean of auspicious qualities,
manifests like a condensed cloud of mercy”
(Sri Gurvastakam 1). This condensation of
compassion is Srila Sanatana Gosvami. But
this is an external offering of reverence. In
Varanasi, Sriman Mahaprabhu had given Srila
Sanatana Gosvami instructions on vaidhi-
bhakti, so Srila Raghunatha dasa Gosvami
paid his respects in that mood. But how does
he pay pranama to his siksa-guru? He does
not mention who [of $rila Rapa Gosvami and
Srila Sanatana Gosvami] he sees as siksa-guru
and who he sees as diksa-guru, but he says:

tvam ruapa-manjari sakhi prathita pure 'smin

pumsah parasya vadanam na hi pasyasiti |
bimbadhare ksatam anagata-bhartrkaya

yat te vyadhayi kim u tac-chuka-purigavena?

Sri Vilapa-kusumanjali (1)

If two people are equals, the formality
of obeisances, namaskara, does not work.
When they meet, they laugh and joke and tease

each other, like bosom friends. As soon as
they see each other, their hearts fill with joy.
There is no cordiality on top of that, no need
for polite formality: “Namaskara, mahodaya,
namaskara — Greetings to you, great sir,
greetings.” There is no need to say anything
like that. The two meet, smile, and that'’s it.
Pranama done. And where there is no bhava,
no smile will come, and so this namaskara
mahodaya is needed.

Here, Srila Raghunatha dasa Gosvami has
paid pranama to Srila Ripa Gosvami in a way
that directly seeks the bliss within Srila Rapa
Gosvamr's heart. He is smiling. In his perfected
form as Rati Manjari, he saw Riapa Manjari and
said something to tease her. “Rapa Manjari,
what have you been doing? Everyone praises
you so much in this town of Vraja, saying that
you are very chaste. There is no lady so chaste
as you in all of Vraja. Hasn't your husband
gone somewhere to purchase cows? It has
been three or four days and I know he has not
returned. And I know you don't even look at
the face of any man but your husband. Your
glance doesn’'t wander anywhere. But what is
this? Am I seeing wrong? Oh, your lips are very
red. How red? Like bimba fruits. They are very
tender, thin and subtle, and they are juicy. So,
what am I looking at? It is as if a parrot came
and perched on you, thinking your lips were
bimba fruits, and bit them! But where is your
husband? Then how did this happen?” Saying
this, she started laughing and smiled at Rapa
Manjari. And just like that, this became the
father [crest jewel] of all pranamas. Hearing
her words, Rtipa Manjari smiled too.
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Something like this happens in this world
when two friends meet, this teasing and playful
dialogue. Where is the gurutva, the gravity, in
paying pranama to one’s guru like this? But
really [for one who is qualified] this is true
gurutva. Even among prayers in the category
of raganuga-bhakti, this pranama is distinctly
that of a rapanuga. This is rupanugatva, being
a follower of Srila Rapa Gosvami. Especially
regarding those following the line of Sriman
Mahaprabhu’s conceptions, all or many or
most of them will inevitably become raganuga,
but it is very difficult to become rapanuga.
Ripanuga is not so easy.

Only if one follows closely in the guidance
of certain concepts particular to Srila Rapa
Gosvami, ones that come from his own
personality and nature, can one become a
rupanuga. Therefore, even among Gaudiya
Vaisnavas, it is extremely difficult to become
a rapanuga, very difficult. Our Gaudiya
Vaisnavas, and especially those under the
guidance of our Srila Prabhupada Sarasvati
Thakura, however, are worshipping in this
mood.

If a guru has this kind of relationship in the
spiritual realm and is giving it [in this world],
then he is the greatest, most substantial guru.
Those who realize this will feel such gratitude;
they will feel they cannot repay such a debt,
not in a whole lifetime and not in millions and
millions of lifetimes, not even when they have
attained Sri Sri Radha and Krsna in Goloka
Vrndavana.

If the disciple does not understand that he
is indebted to his guruy, then is he a disciple?

When he has not understood what his guru is
giving and why he is indebted, if he does not
know what paramartha (the supreme spiritual
wealth) really is, and most disciples these
days do not, then why would he feel indebted?
People may feel indebted if you give them
100 rupees, or if you give them something
decorative, an ornament or something. For
that, they will feel indebted. But they do not feel
indebted for the paramartha they have been
given. This means they have not understood
what paramartha is. Especially when it comes
to all these topics. What will they understand?
They can't understand. But slowly, slowly,
slowly, when they progress, then they will
understand what this paramartha is, what it
means to be ripanuga and just how indebted
they are. They will not understand so easily in
the beginning.

How will we understand now that we are
indebted to Srila Rapa Gosvami? Only if we
enter into this subject somewhat, otherwise
not. From what I can understand, on the
topic of guru-sevad, one who rouses even the
slightest bit of greed within us to become
a particle of Rupa Manjart's foot dust is a
real guru, a truly paramarthika-guru. And
those who cannot convey such moods do
not have any place in Gaudiya Vaisnavism
[in the line of Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu]. To
those who can, we are forever indebted. Srila
Bhaktivinoda Thakura has also described
these things in his Siddhi-lalasa songs. When
we read these properly, when we enter into
them [their profound meanings], then we will

understand.
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Srila Narayana Gosvami Dasakam

kanaka-madhura-varnam dirgha-deham yatindram
arunita-vasanadyam manda-hasyarka-vaktram |
niyamita-japa-ganam $rila narayanakhyam
guru-varam-iha vande jata-satabdi-purtau |11 ||

On the occasion of his appearance centennial, I venerate that foremost of gurus, Srila Bhaktivedanta
Narayana, whose complexion is charmingly golden and his figure tall. He is the king of ascetics, he
wears saffron robes and his face is always lit by a gentle smile as he remains immersed in his vows of
chanting and singing mantras invoking his worshipable Lords and so forth.

trinigami-kula-candram siksitadhyatma-vidyam
tripura-bhajana-nistham ksanta-cittam krtajriam |
trutita-bhava-visadam srila narayanakhyam
guru-varam-iha vande jata-satabdi-purtau |12 ||

He is the moon of the Trivedi® family lineage, he is deeply learned and established in spiritual
knowledge, he is dedicated to the worship of the three sacred abodes of Navadvipa, Vrndavana, and
Nilacala; he is tranquil, best among the grateful, and he is completely free from the despair of material
existence. [ venerate that foremost of gurus, Srila Bhaktivedanta Narayana, on the centennial of his
appearance.

disi disi hari-gatha-kirtanananda-madam
madhura-mrdula-bhasam darsitestartha-vadam |
mahad-anubha-vicestam srila narayanakhyam
guru-varam-iha vande jata-satabdi-purtau | 3 |

He fills every direction with an ecstatic festival of kirtana, speaking sweetly and softly and revealing
the Gaudiya tenets as per the purports of the scriptures. His activities are enriched with the most
exalted of realizations. I venerate that foremost of gurus, Srila Bhaktivedanta Narayana, on the
centennial of his appearance.

1 This refers to brahmanas with knowledge of the three Vedas.
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niveditam-iha bhaktya svesta-devesu dasyam
vitaritam-iha suddham bhakta-dasesu vatsyam |
pranayita-vara-sakhyam vai satirthesu nityam
guru-varam-iha vande jata-satabdi-purtau | 4 ||

To his worshipful deities (ista), he has submitted his servitude (dasyam) with full devotion. To his
devoted sevakas, he has gifted his pure, nurturing affection (vatsalya). With his dear godbrothers,
he forever maintains the best of friendships (sakhya). I venerate that foremost of gurus, Srila
Bhaktivedanta Narayana, on the centennial of his appearance.

racita-bahu-prabandham mudritaneka-grantham

prakatita-matha-kendram kasitaradhya-sevam |
pracalita-guru-dasyam $rila narayanakhyam

guru-varam-iha vande jata-satabdi-purtau |1 5 ||

He has written scores of devotional essays, published multiple texts of the Gosvamis, and he has
manifested many mathas, the preaching centres of $ri Caitanya vani, to reveal loving service to his
worshipful deities. As a servant of his guru, he has roamed everywhere in service to him. I venerate
that foremost of gurus, Srila Bhaktivedanta Narayana, on the centennial of his appearance.

vilulitam-apavadam raupa-darsanena sarvam
vimala-paramahamsam prdjiia-vamsavatamsam |

parama-gurum-atistham srila narayanakhyam
guru-varam-iha vande jata-satabdi-purtau |1 6 ||

He refuted all opposition by presenting the perfect conclusions (siddhanta) of Srila Rapa Gosvami.
As an immaculate paramahamsa, he is the ornament of the Prajha lineage and is established in the
ideal of his parama-guru, Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Prabhupada. I venerate that foremost of
gurus, Srila Bhaktivedanta Narayana, on the centennial of his appearance.

bhuvi vitaritam-uccaih krsna-caitanya-vadam

samudita-rati-rapa-aradhya-radhanu-dasyam |
vidalita-kali-kalpam srila narayanakhyam

guru-varam-iha vande jata-satabdi-purtau |1 7 ||
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He has effectively propagated $ri Krsna Caitanya Mahaprabhu's message throughout the world,
thereby abundantly glorifying the service (dasya) of Sri Radha, the worshipful mistress of Rati
Marijari and Riapa Marijari. Thus he has outstandingly subdued the persuasion of Kali. I venerate that
foremost of gurus, Srila Bhaktivedanta Narayana, on the centennial of his appearance.

bhajana-vidhi-rasajnam krsna-madhurya-lubdham
vidita-nigama-vedyam raga-rangam manojriam |
madhurita-jana-cittam srila narayanakhyam
guru-varam-iha vande jata-satabdi-purtau |1 8 ||

Adept in both the method and spontaneous zeal of bhajana, he is greedy to relish Krsna's sweetness.
He is knowledgeable in the essential precepts of the Vedas, charming in his joyful playfulness, and
expert at making the hearts of others sweet. I venerate that foremost of gurus, Srila Bhaktivedanta
Narayana, on the centennial of his appearance.

ramana iti sunamna radhika-manjarisu
prathitam-amala-silarn kunja-sevanuraktam |
pranayi-vinayi-ptjyam S$rila narayanakhyam
guru-varam-iha vande jata-satabdi-purtau 11 9 ||

He is renowned among the maidservants of Radhika by the charming name Ramana Manjari. His
character is immaculate, and he is deeply attached to serving in the kurijas. He is worshipful for
those with affection for him and for those who are gentle. I venerate that foremost of gurus, Srila
Bhaktivedanta Narayana, on the centennial of his appearance.

ramana-racita-kunje sevya-radha-vinode

tad-udita-vara-parve jata-satabdi-purttau |
dasaka-kusuma-divyarghyena dinaika-bandhuh
krpayatu nata-dasam mangalam santanotu |1 10 ||

Near Seva-kunja, in the kurija fashioned by SrT Ramana Manjari — Sri Raipa-Sanatana Gaudiya Matha,
where his ista Sr1 Radha Vinoda-biharT preside — this bowed servant presents an offering (arghya)
of these ten divine flowers, praying that Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja, who is the true friend
of the fallen, kindly bless him with auspiciousness on this occasion of the festival of his centennial

appearance.



I Glories to the S$ri
A_Brahmé Madhva Gaudiya
Sarasvata sampradaya. All
glories to my beloved grand
spiritual master, His Divine Grace Srila
Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Gosvami Thakura
Prabhupada and my beloved spiritual master,
His Divine Grace Srila Bhakti Pramoda Puri
Gosvami Thakura.

His Divine Grace Srila Bhaktivedanta
Narayana Gosvami Maharaja is a significant
dcarya in our Gaudiya Vaisnava world. Since
he joined the mission of his gurudeva, His
Divine Grace Srila Bhakti Prajnana Kesava
Gosvami Maharaja, Srila Maharaja was
engaged in serving Vaisnavas.

According to his discourses, I know that
he was first engaged by his gurudeva in
serving my spiritual master, His Divine Grace
Srila Bhakti Pramoda Puri Gosvami Thakura.
He used to often mention an incident about
his small water pot (lota) as follows.

In 1947, my spiritual master was at
Chunchura Uddharana Gaudiya Matha,
which is currently being looked after by Sri
Devananda Gaudiya Matha. His Divine Grace
Srila Kesava Gosvami Maharaja engaged
$rila Narayana Maharaja in looking after
my spiritual master at that time. My guru-
mahardja used to daily bathe in the Ganga.
Once, Srila Narayana Maharaja, at that time
a vanacari named Gaura Narayana dasa,
accompanied him to assist him. Somehow
or another, Srila Narayana Maharaja’s lotd,
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which he had brought from his household life,
fell into the Ganga's current and floated away,
and he felt sad. At that time, my gurudeva told
him, “If you have so much attachment to the
lota, then how will you be able to establish
your attachment to Krsna? You are coming
here for spiritual practice, which means
to fix our attachment on Krsna's services.”
Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja used to
always mention this incident in all his hari-
katha discourses during the appearance and
disappearance festivals of my gurudeva.

I have also seen Srila Narayana Gosvami
Maharaja’s attentive service attitude, thus
inspiring others to become sincere in their
services. According to my observation, I
saw that all the devotees in his mission feel
enthusiasm to listen to hari-katha, which is
the heart of spiritual practice. I know from
my grand spiritual master, Srila Prabhupada
Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Gosvami Thakura,
that if a person has no interest to listen to
hari-katha, then there is no surety that he will
be able to continue his renounced life under
the shelter of gurudeva and continue living in
the temple. That attitude of Srila Maharaja’s
disciples makes me really happy.

Apart from that, whenever I invited
Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja to attend
my spiritual master's appearance and
disappearance day festivals, he used to say
that Srila Puri Gosvami Maharaja performed
two important services in Srila Prabhupada’s

mission: one was mrdariga and the other
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was brhad-mrdanga. By mrdanga, he meant
that my gurudeva was a good kirtaniya. In
saying brhad-mrdanga, he meant that my
gurudeva was adept in publishing various
Vaisnava literatures under the guidance of
Srila Prabhupada Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati

care. I used to feel that my spiritual master was
speaking through him. However, according to
our spiritual relation, I am like his godbrother;
therefore, he used to always give me a chair
to sit in front of him. I used to feel very shy
to accept that chair. I used to humbly tell him,

Gosvami Thakura.

[ also remember seve-
ral incidents with Srila
Maharaja. One year after
my gurudeva’s physical
departure, at the request
of two of my godbrothers,
Sripada  Madhava-priya
prabhu and Sripada Krsna-
krpa prabhu (now Sri
Bhaktivedanta Siddhanti
Maharaja), I brought them
to Srila Narayana Gosvami
Maharaja, as they wanted
to take Siksa from him. It
was around 4 p.m. when I
arrived with both of them

at Sri Rapa-Sanatana

All spiritually sincere
and inquisitive devotees
who want to know all the
secret teachings of our
previous teachers
(guru-varga) and the
pastimes of the Divine
Couple Sri Sri Radha-Krsna
should feel indebted
for the publications
of His Divine Grace Srila
Bhaktivedanta Narayana
Gosvami Maharaja.

“Maharaja, when you joined
the Gaudiya Matha, [ was not
even born. How can I sit on
the chair in front of you?
My place is to sit under your
feet. So please allow me to sit
under your feet.” Although
Maharaja did not agree, he
was unable to refuse my
approach. He would always
try to fulfil whatever I
requested.

Also, I have seen that
$rila
Maharaja was representing
the teachings of Srila
Visvanatha Cakravarti
Thakura, Srila Rapa Gosvami

Narayana Gosvami

Gaudiya Matha in Vindavana, and Srila
Narayana Gosvami Maharaja happily accepted
them. Now, they are really doing very nice
service to our Gaudiya mission. I feel proud of
my godbrothers and the magnanimity of Srila
Narayana Gosvami Maharaja that he never
discriminated between his own disciples and
the disciples of other gurudevas. He taught all
of them equally.

I have even seen that whenever I used to
go to Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja with
some questions, he used to answer with great

and Srila Raghunatha Gosvami by his example,
giving to everybody, without discrimination
between Eastern and Western devotees.
Previously, rare exalted philosophical
Vaisnava books as Ujjvala-nilamani, Gita-
govinda, Camatkara-candrika etc. were
available in Sanskrit with a brief explanation
only in Bengali. Now all the teachings of
these rare books are available in the Hindi,
English and other different languages by the
grace of His Divine Grace Srila Bhaktivedanta

Narayana Gosvami Maharaja. All spiritually



SRI GURU VANDANA - IN VENERATION OF SRI GURU

sincere and inquisitive devotees who want to
know all the secret teachings of our previous
teachers (guru-varga) and the pastimes
of the Divine Couple, Sri Sri Radha-Krsna,
should feel indebted to His Divine Grace Srila
Bhaktivedanta Narayana Gosvami Maharaja
for his publications.

I remember one incident through which I
appreciated his straightforward attitude with
me. In 2008, Srila Maharaja’s followers had
told him that I was not favourable towards
him. Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja called
me to his temple at Govardhana after Kartika
purnimd. It was around 4 p.m. He told me,
“Why are you not coming to me? Everybody is
coming but you are not.”

I explained, “Maharaja, I am not free
from my services. Since my guru-maharaja’s
physical departure, it is very difficult to
manage the temples.”

“I understand,” he said, “but I heard that
you are not favourable towards me. Please
talk to my devotees, Bhaktivedanta Madhava
Maharaja and others.” After that incident, I
felt blessed seeing Maharaja’s straightforward
simplicity, which is his blessing to me,
someone who is like his junior an unworthy
godbrother. Thereafter, I returned to our Dauji
Temple in Vrndavana.

[ remember one more incident from 2009.
It was 11 a.m. [ had come with thirty Canadian
devotees for Govardhana parikrama. At that
time, I heard that Srila Narayana Gosvami
Maharaja was at his Govardhana temple. I took
all the Canadian devotees to meet Maharaja,
which his servants mercifully allowed us to do.

I was not prepared to meet him and had only
Rs. 500 with me. After all thirty devotees left, I
offered the Rs. 500 to Maharaja, who playfully
said, “I expect Rs. 5 lakhas from you; not just
500! I said, “Maharaja, I don't have that right
now. Please accept this for my satisfaction.”
Then he said, “Okay.” He accepted the donation
and was happily smiling. I felt great intimacy
with Maharaja.

Once, Maharaja was physically unwell in
Jagannatha Puri. It was two days before the
appearance day festival of my gurudeva. 1
went to Srila Narayana Maharaja to request
him to attend the festival. Although the
disciples around Maharaja said that he was
unwell and that he could not attend, Maharaja
immediately told me, “I will come at 10
o’clock to the festival.” After two days, on the
appearance day festival, it was heavily raining.
However, at exactly 10 am. Srila Narayana
Gosvami Maharaja appeared at our temple
for the festival, along with assistants such
as Srila Bhaktivedanta Madhava Maharaja
and 20 other male and female disciples. Due
to the rains, even the stage was not properly
prepared, but Maharaja was there exactly on
time. That hari-katha festival was so glorious
and I was so happy. At the end of the festival,
Srila Maharaja told me, “Maharaja, I have some
prasadam restrictions, but my devotees will
take prasadam here.” Then, Srila Maharaja
left for his temple, which is one block away
from our temple in Puri, and all the devotees
honoured prasadam.”

All of these incidents remind me of
our previous teacher’s, Srila Bhaktivinoda
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Thakura’s, instruction, namely that simplicity
is another name of Vaisnavism. Internally, Srila
Narayana Gosvami Maharaja was very simple.

On 29th of December 2010, I was in South
Africa.Iwasinmyroominaretreat centre, where
a holy name retreat had been arranged by the
South African devotees. All the devotees were
very enthusiastic to attend the retreat as Srila
Narayana Gosvami Maharaja had just visited
South Africa a few months before. Most of the
devotees were at the centre. One day in the early
morning at 3 am., the devotees knocked on my
door and told me, “Srila Narayana Maharaja has
disappeared from this world.”

As soon as I heard this, I immediately felt
that another guardian of the entire Gaudiya
society had physically left us. However, I
believe that in spirit, he is always with us
and protecting us from various dangers that
come in the spiritual practice. Therefore, as
I mentioned above, Srila Narayana Gosvami
Maharaja is a significant personality amongst
our Gaudiya Vaisnava dcaryas. In his cen-

n the Gaudiya Vaisnava
Itradition of Sr1 Caitanya
Mahaprabhu, Srila Bhakti-
vedanta

Narayana Gosvami
Maharaja has contributed to the world a global
movement dedicated to pure bhakti-yoga
through published writings and public lectures.
He travelled all over India with his spiritual
master, Srila Bhakti Prajnana Kesava Gosvami
Maharaja, halting at different places as a means

tennial ceremony, I humbly pray to his lotus
feet to bestow his causeless mercy on me, on all
Gopinatha Gaudiya Matha devotees, and on all
devotees, to inspire us to listen to hari-katha
as he had inspired his followers to do, and to
serve guru, Vaisnavas, and Bhagavan for the
rest of our lives with purity. I am especially
requesting at the lotus feet of Maharaja: please
inspire me to chant with purity. I always saw
that you were holding the chanting beads
whenever I came to see you. Please inspire me
to chant like that for the rest of my life, just as
you were always doing.

Yours in service to Sri Caitanya’s mission,

Searching for a tiny speck of dust from
the lotus feet of the pure devotees,

An unworthy servant of the Gaudiya
Vaisnavas,

B. B. Bodhayan
President,
$ri Gopinatha Gaudiya Matha

to remind the people about their Vedic heritage
and introduce them to the Gaudiya Vaisnava
philosophy.

alokamrta-danato bhava-maha-
bandham nrnam chindatah
sparsat pada-saroja-sauca-payasam
tapa-trayam bhindatah
alapad-vraja-nagarasya padayoh
premanam-atanvato
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vande bhagavatan iman anulavam
murdhna nipatya ksitau

Sri Bhagavatdstakam (5)
(Sr1 Rasikananda Prabhu)

By seeing whom the jivatma leaves
the unending loop of birth and death,
by touching whose lotus feet the
three sufferings of material existence,
adhidaivika,
and adhibhautika, come to an end, by

namely adhyatmika,
associating with whom one creates an
infrangible attachment to Vrajendra-
nandana Krsna — I offer my humble
obeisances to such a great devotee.

Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja was
such a great soul that masses of devotees
from around the world travelled to receive His
blessings. His spiritual master awarded him
the title Bhakta-bandhava, meaning “friend
of the devotees”, because he demonstrated
continual dedication to serving the devotees
of the Gaudiya Vaisnava community. His
service integrity was high and he organized
the annual Sr1 Vraja-mandala parikrama for
the holy Kartika month for five consecutive
decades.

On the request of his spiritual master,
$rila Narayana Maharaja translated most of
the prominent books of Srila Bhaktivinoda
Thakura from Bengali into Hindi. By doing this,
he helped many seekers who were searching
for proper guidance in spiritual advancement.

Wherever he went, people would just
simply develop love for him. He would always

see any visitors as his friends and used to
think, “I must help them.” He was concerned
about their happiness, and he wanted to help
them so that they would not get trapped in the
cycle of birth and death again.

bahtanam janmanam ante
jaanavan mam prapadyate
vasudevah sarvam iti
sa mahatma su-durlabhah
Srimad Bhagavad-gita (7.19)

After many births and deaths, he who is
actually in knowledge surrenders unto
Me, knowing Me to be the cause of all
causes and all that is. Such a great soul
is very rare.”

It is very rare to find a great soul who
can actually take us to our real home. But in
any case, if anyone finds one, then he should
ignore all other kinds of relations and instantly
grasp his lotus feet. Srila Narayana Gosvami
Maharaja was such a soul who dedicated
his entire life to executing his gurudeva’s
instruction, and he especially helped the
Hindi and English speaking devotees in their
spiritual advancement. I pray that we all can
get the association of such a mahdjana and go
back home, back to Godhead.

Tridandi Bhiksu,

$ri Bhaktisundara Sannyasi Maharaja
President & Acarya, Gaudiya Mission

(Kolkata)
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emembering the lotus feet of my supremely
orshipful and supremely merciful Sri

Srlla  Guru-padapadma, Acarya-kesari om
visnupada Sr1 Srimad Bhakti Prajnana Kesava
Prabhu-vara, I am attempting to remember some
aspects of the exemplary transcendental life of
one who is blessed by his mercy alone, visva-
varenya dacarya-bhaskara om visnupada
$r1 Srimad Bhaktivedanta Narayana Gosvami
Maharaja, on the auspicious occasion of the
centennial of his appearance. This effort of mine
will only be successful if Sr1 Guru-padapadma
and he shower their mercy upon me. Hence,
before recalling any memories, I pray for the
merciful blessings of them both.

The most worshipful Srila Maharajaji
appeared in a sacred land in the state of Bihar
to a dignified family, in a high class brahmana
lineage, thus sanctifying that family.

It is described in scripture: “kulam
pavitram janani krtartha vasundhara sa
vasatis-ca dhanyd, nrtyanti svarge pitara
pritesam yesam kule vaisnava namadheya
— the family a Vaisnava appears in becomes
his
itself becomes

purified, his mother feels success,
residence and the Earth
blessed, and in heaven, his forefathers dance

Remembering the visva-varenya “world-renowned”
acarya-bhaskara “sun-like acarya’on visnupada
$ri Srimad Bhaktivedanta Narayana Gosvami Maharaja
on the occasion of his appearance centennial

[Translated from Bengali]

in jublilation” (Caitanya-mangala, Madhya-
khanda 31.163).

In reality parama-pujyapada Srila
Maharaja never had any mundane ego about
being born in such a high caste. In his s$ri hari-
katha, he would often quote the following:
“naham vipro na ca nara-patir napi vaisyo
na sudro, naham varni na ca grha-patir no
vanastho yatir va, kintu prodyan-nikhila-
paramananda purnamrtabdher, gopi-bhartuh
pada-kamalayor dasa-dasanudasah—I amnot
a brahmana, ksatriya, vaisya or sudra.1do not
belong to any caste. | am neither a brahmacari,
grhastha, vanaprastha or sannyasi. 1 am,
however, a servant of the servant of the servant
of the maintainer of the gopis, who abounds in
the resplendent sum total of supreme bliss and
ocean of complete nectar” (Padyavali 74).

He would say, “As per this verse, I or we
are Bhagavan’s eternal servants and He is our
eternal master; this is the specification of our
true identity, or svariupa.”

In this context, an instance comes to mind
of when he was living in Sr1 Devananda Gaudiya
Matha as the Samiti's General Secretary,
giving classes every day in the evening on
Srimad Bhagavad-gita, Bhagavatam, Gaudiya-
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kanthahara, Jaiva-dharma, etc. What is the
eternal dharma of the jiva? In this context, he
would request, “Can you all briefly give the
answer, in essence, to this question?” Many
devotees then gave various answers. Last of
all, he said to me, “You give the answer to this
question.” In response, I said: “Servitude to
Krsna is the jiva's eternal dharma.” Then he
said, “Yes! This is how one should give the
essential answer.” In the course of speaking
his kathg, I have just spoken of myself. For that,
you all must please forgive my offence.

I want to give you an example of how he
encouraged the sevakas by his own conduct
during his time in Sridhama Navadvipa. As you
enter Sr1 Devananda Gaudiya Matha through
the main gate, Sri Narahari Torana, to either side
of the gate are flower gardens. On one side is a
rose garden, and on the other side is a garden of
rajani-gandha (tuberose). In this garden, there
were weeds, and no one had cleared them out.
In the afternoon, when everyone was resting,
Maharéja took a sickle and started cutting out
the weeds. When we came for class, we saw
Maharaja absorbed in this service. “Maharaja,”
we said, “this is service does not befit you; we
will do this service.” In response, Maharaja
said, “My gurudeva used to say: ‘From cooking,
cleaning to reciting Bhdgavata, every service
befits a real servant.”

As per the instructions of Sriman
Mahaprabhu, the six Gosvamis wrote texts on
bhakti, restored the lost holy sites, established
service of the deity, and rendered other such
services. Likewise, to fulfil the ambitions of his

guru-padapadma, Srila Maharaja preached
and published numerous books in Bengali,
Hindi and English on the subject of bhakti,
starting with Mayavada ki Jivani. In Vraja-
mandala, he restored various pastimes places
of Bhagavan Sri Krsnacandra and constructed
$rt mathas and mandiras. Thus, manifesting
the service of $ri vigraha, he preached all
over the world the message of prema-dharma
as practised and preached by Sr1 Caitanya
Mahaprabhu.

He was a fearless preacher of the truth
and would delineate the real purport of the
scriptures. He would not shy from speaking
the actual truth. On one hand, he was harsher
than a thundebolt in repelling conclusions
opposed to scripture, and at the same time,
he remains cherished even today within
the treasure chests of his godbrothers’ and
disciples’ hearts for being affectionate, loving
and caring — softer than a flower.

After Srila
disappearance, his absence overwhelmed our

our Guru-padapadma’s
hearts and made us feel an emptiness, but in its
place, just as we found Srila Vamana Gosvami
Maharaja, we found Srila Narayana Gosvami
Maharaja’s contribution was no less.

At this point, there are a few things I cannot
refrain from sharing. He showered his merciful
attention on me via spiritually enlightening
letters and instructions to establish me in
asrama life. When 1 was a brahmacari he
prompted me to don saffron robes, and
then engaged me in preaching for Sridhama
Navadvipa parikramd, and in my accepting
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sannyasa also, he was my main source of
inspiration. If he had not showered his merciful
glance upon this fallen person, then perhaps I
would have ended up getting caught in the
muddy pool of maya. Hence, I will never be able
to forget his causeless mercy.

Though I fail to experience an internal
realization of his being a real vraja-rasa-
rasika or an intimate associate of Vrsabhanu-
nandini Srimati Radharani and Vrajendra-
nandana $r1 Syamasundara, externally I
have been able to experience it somewhat.
When he would, with utmost love, perform
mangaldacarana, vandand, stava-stuti and
$ri hari-katha, then I would feel how much
realization there was in his prayers and sri
hari-katha. It was evident he was experiencing
those matters internally and had the ability to
make others experience them.

Once, during Sri Damodara-vrata, in
the course of Sr1 Vraja-mandala parikrama,
parama-pujyapada nitya-lila-pravista om
811  Srimad Bhakti
Janardana Gosvami Maharaja, pajyapada Sri

visnupada Jivana
Bhaktivedanta Trivikrama Maharaja, and other
Vaisnavas were present. Our parikrama then
was conducted from various dharmasalas.
One day while the party was staying in
Nandagaon, after the evening kirtanas, as
parama-ptjyapada Srila Narayana Maharajaji
spoke in his hari-katha of Sri Nanda Baba and
S8r1 Yasomati Ma’s love and parental nurturing,
their vatsalya, he became so immersed in
emotion, he could not maintain his composure
and began to weep profusely. Pujyapada

Janardana Maharaja and Trivikrama Maharaja
were also crying. Seeing their condition, we
too became overwhelmed. What happened that
day was not something that can be expressed
in language; it can only be experienced.

of his
transcendental life remain to be told. His

Many extraordinary events
intimate and dear ones will describe them to
you. I have simply tried to relate a few brief
memories.

Srila

Maharaja came into this world on the order

Parama-pujyapada Narayana
of Bhagavan for the auspiciousness of souls
like me who are trapped by maya. “Mahantera
svabhava haya tarite pamara — the nature—
of exalted personalities is to deliver the
fallen.” Their appearance and disappearance
are synonymous. Therefore, on the occasion
of his auspiciousness appearance centennial,
the reverberations of separation from him are
echoing in the heart of this wretch.

O supremely merciful deliverer of the
fallen, O transcendent connoisseur of vraja-
rasa, O you whose very life is Sri Radha-
Vinoda, please shower this wretch with the
slightest merciful glance and make my life
successful.

This is the heartfelt prayer and request
submitted at your feet by such a wretch as me.

A servant of the servant of
$r1 Guru and Vaisnavas,

Bhaktivedanta Sadhu
Navadvipa, Nadiya
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om gjnana-timirandhasya
jnananjana-salakaya

caksur unmilitam yena
tasmai sri-gurave namah

First meeting

t was in the year 1979 when [ was traveling to
:[Mathura with my gurudeuva, His Divine Grace
Srila Bhakti Vaibhava Puri Gosvami Maharaja,
that I was blessed to meet His Divine Grace Srila
Bhaktivedanta Narayana Gosvami Maharaja for
the first time, at Kesavaji Gaudiya Matha. I was
a witness to their relationship on that day, and
I could understand how close and intimate a
connection Srila Maharaja had with my guru-
mahardja. Present also at that time were Sripada
Premananda prabhu, Sripada Subhananda
prabhu (the late B. V. Tirtha Maharaja ) Sripada
Navina-krsna prabhu (Sripéda B. V. Madhava
Maharaja), and other Vaisnavas that were so
sincere and immersed in their exemplary service
mood to Srila Bhaktivedanta Narayana Gosvami
Maharéja. I was deeply impressed by them.

His relationship with us — temple
inaugurations

On many occasions we were fortunate that Srila
Bhaktivedanta Narayana Gosvami Maharaja
gracefully accepted our invitation to attend
temple openings and deity installations. In the
year 1988, Srila Maharaja came to Bhaktivinoda
Asrama (in Ananda Nagar, Brahmapura, Odisha)
for the inauguration of the newly constructed

temple and deity installation function, with all
the matha brahmacaris. And in 1982, during the
Ratha-yatra festival time, he came to inaugurate
the temple and install deities at Sri Caitanya
Candra Asrama (Aitota, Puri, Odisha). Again,
in 1984 he came to inaugurate the temple and
install deities at Kovur (West Godavari, AP.). In
the year 1989, SrilaMaharaja came to inaugurate
the temple and install deities at Lawson’s Bay
Colony, Radha Nagar, Visakhapattnam, Andhra
Pradesa. On many other festival occasions
also, when our guru-mahardaja would extend
an invitation, we would feel so happy when His
Divine Grace would come and grace our temple
functions with his divine presence.

Vraja-mandala parikrama

By the mercy of my gurudeva, I once travelled
from Odisha to Vrndavana for Vraja-mandala
parikramd, in the company of hundreds of Oriya
devotees. It was the month of Kartika. At that
time, I was fortunate to join the parikrama group
under the expert guidance of Srila Bhaktivedanta
Narayana Gosvami Maharaja. By eagerly hearing
from him during Vraja-mandala parikrama, 1
was able to know many divine pastimes of Sr1
$r1 Radha Govinda. Srila Maharaja was a top
class rasika Vaisnava, so when he would explain
the Lord’'s divine pastimes, he would become
ecstatic, full of divine emotion.

Once during parikramd, he was speaking
in Hindi, and on his request, [ was explaining
in the Oriya language. Many pastimes were
discussed, and it was my extreme good fortune
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that Maharaja praised and loved me in our
hari-katha. When he spoke lila-katha, he
related to me as if I were on Krsna's side and
he on Radharani’s side. So, he was 'punching’
me, enacting the angry mood of Radharani
and gopi-bhava. Once in Baelvana, he was
narrating the glories of rasa-lila and how
the goddess of fortune, Laksmi-devi [having
heard about the rasa-lila from Sri Narada],
came from Vaikuntha to enter the rasa dance.
This was all to enlighten us with the glory of
Vraja-dhama. He also explained how Lord
Siva became Gopisvara but could not enter
rasa-lila. Maharaja explained in great detail,
quoting many verses from Bhagavatam and
Gosvami scriptures.

After he finished speaking, he ordered me
to speak in the Oriya language. Many Oriya
devotees were present on the parikrama.
I repeated Maharaja’s hari-katha just as
I had heard it, and I sang one song from
Gita-govinda where Srila Jayadeva Gosvami
was explaining rasa-lila. After finishing the
Oriya hari-katha, Maharaja was so happy
that he embraced me. He said, “Sr1 Caitanya
Mahaprabhu sent devotees from Nilacala to
join our parikramd.” In this way, we were
often blessed to relish the lila-katha of Srila
Bhaktivedanta Narayana Gosvami Maharaja
in our affectionate relationship during the
parikrama time.

During the year of Sr1 Rapa Sanatana
Gaudiya Matha's auspicious inauguration,
there was a special parikrama, and I was in bliss
to be there in the association of my sannyasa-
guru, His Divine Grace Srila Bhakti Jivana

Janardana Gosvami Maharaja, His Divine Grace
Srila Bhaktivedanta Trivikrama Maharaja, His
Divine Grace Srila Bhaktivedanta Paryataka
Maharaja, and many other great sannyasis and
brahmacaris of Gaudiya Vedanta Samiti. Being
in such excellent Vaisnava association and
continuously hearing hari-katha on different
topics, there was an extraordinarily attractive,
auspicious atmosphere generated.

His Divine Grace Srila Bhaktivedanta
Trivikrama Maharaja’s devotional mood was
of deep absorption, so it is difficult to properly
explain here in just so many words. Such deep
realizations were spoken. [ was so fortunate to
get such blessings from great rasika Vaisnava
association.

Srila Bhaktivedanta Narayana Gosvami
Maharaja was a very strict follower of all
the principles of the Vaisnava behaviour
of our Gaudiya sampradaya. Every day
without fail, he followed his daily sadhana.
I personally witnessed how he was teaching
the brahmacaris to practise and understand
our scriptures. Every day he was encouraging
them, explaining verses from many scriptures
and tattva from different angles of vision. As
an ideal acarya, he was always teaching his
followers to maintain purity, and he practised it
himself, without fail. I also experienced during
Navadvipa parikrama and Vraja-mandala
parikrama that he showed all the devotees
by his personal example how to maintain
one's standing in spiritual life without any
difficulties.

Srila Maharaja possessed all the divine
qualities of an empowered acarya. Up to the
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last breath, he showed the example of acara
and pracara. Even at the advanced age of 80,
he travelled to preach abroad. Continuously,
and tirelessly, he distributed his rasa-kathafor
the benefit of Vaisnavas all over the world. He
attracted many experienced

The yuga-dharma is Sri Krsna’s harinama-
sankirtana. Our motto is param vijayate $ri
krsna sankirtanam. But without the presence
of such great Vaisnavas as His Divine Grace,
it is very difficult to preach in this Kali-

yuga. such

Now, many

devotees and new recruits $rila M aharaja great a.caryas have ‘gon.e
also, and he encouraged from this world, leaving it
everyone to comprehend pOSSCSSCd all the a darker, more sinful place.
the hlgh?r realms .of divine qualities of an And the f'uture will be dark(?r
Gaudiya siddhanta, which by the influence of Kali-
is necessary for spiritual empowered acarya. yuga. Still, there is all hope
progress. He published Upto the last breath, for spiritual progress if we
many of the Gosvamr's lit- always remember, and follow
eratures in English, Hindi, he showed the example in the footsteps of such a

Spanish, Russian, and
several other languages.
He also distributed, with-
the

incomparable wealth of

out discrimination,
vraja-bhakti and the actual
process to attain it to
Western devotees.

of acara and pracara. ...
Continuously, and

tirelessly, he distributed
his rasa-katha for

the benefit of Vaisnavas

great, pure rasika Vaisnava
like His Divine Grace Srila
Bhaktivedanta
Gosvami Maharaja. We pray
that he showers his mercy
upon us all from the spiritual
abode.

On the occasion of the

Narayana

all over the world.

In this Kali-yuga the
whole world is suffering in
different ways, both physically and mentally.
No one is peaceful. Financially, the world
has become dependent on techno-science.
Everyone has a smartphone and internet and
is busily engaged with many kinds of media
connections. But the naked truth is that in
spite of technological advancement, human
beings are internally empty, frustrated, and
suffering in many ways. They desperately need
krsna-bhakti-rasa, hari-katha and harinama-
sankirtana — now more than ever.

centennial vydsa-puaja festi-

val of Srila Maharaja, I am

thankful to Sripada Bhaktivedanta Bodhayana

Maharaja [previously Varmsi-vadana prabhu]

who offered me this small service of remem-

bering the glorious life of Srila Bhaktivedanta

Narayana Gosvami Maharaja and recalling my
cherished memories of him.

In the service of Hari, Guru, and Vaisnavas,

Tridandi Bhiksu
Bhakti Vicara Visnu Maharaja
Acarya, Sr1 Krsna Caitanya Mission



g 11 glory to that auspicious day of mauni-
amavasyd, 1921. While thousands of

pilgrims were taking a holy dip in the Ganga in
order to get salvation, a beloved of the Lord of
Vaikuntha appeared in a Vedic brahmana family
in a village on the bank of that holy river. All
glory to that fortunate family, who was blessed
on his arrival: “kulam pavitram janani krtartha
— the family was sanctified, the mother blessed.”

Commenting on Srimad-Bhagavatam
(11.2.29), Srila Prabhupada wrote, “Eternal
servants of the Supreme Lord, out of
compassion, make Vaisnava forms descend on
this mundane platform to deliver those jivas
who are under compulsion to suffer their own
karma, as well as those who are in search for
the non-differentiated Brahman, from their
respective miserable conditions.” We adore
those kind-hearted, celestial wise persons
(divya-suris) on this special occasion.

That area is known as Caritra-vana and
is situated in Buxar, in the state of Bihar. It
was inhabited mostly by Ramanuja Vaisnavas,
or Sri Vaisnavas. “Varnasramacara-vata
purusena parah-puman — By executing
varnasrama-dharma, one worships Lord
Visnu. There is no other way to please Him.”
This is their doctrine. A person born and
brought up in such an environment will
have a natural inclination towards the Sri
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All glory to $r1 Guru and $ri Gauranga!
A humble prayer to my well-wisher

sampradaya, but after hearing potent hari-
katha from the holy lips of the worshipful
Srila Bhakti Kamala Madhusudana Maharaja,
he abandoned all his previous possessions
and aspired to be a kirikari of Srimati Radhika.
Thus, he exemplified the verse of Bhramara-
gita (Srimad—Bhdgavatam 10.47.18) where
Srimati Radharani, in Her citrajalpa, glori-
fied krsna-katha. [“His pastimes are nectar
for the ears. Partaking just once of a single
drop removes and destroys the influences of
duality. Many have thus quickly relinquished
home and family as wretched and, becoming
wretched and destitute themselves, come to
live here like birds, begging for a living.”]

The best athlete and sportsman (because
of his special performance in sports, he was
employed by the British government in the
police department) now took refuge of one
of Gauranga’s priya-jana, the worshipable
Srila Bhakti
Maharaja, and became a mendicant, thus

Prajnana Kesava Gosvami

refuting the heinous doctrine of Carvaka
that only a physically handicapped person
should take to the spiritual path because he
is unable to enjoy material happiness. Let
us worship that exalted krsna-katha, along
with the speaker.

Exhibiting an ideal sadhu character as
demonstrated by Lord Kapiladeva (Srimad-
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Bhagavatam, 3.25. 21—23)2, he led an
austere life in Mathura Sri Kesavaji Gaudiya
Matha, and his indefatigable effort to spread
pure hari-kirtana will remain a source of
inspiration for all of us. Chanting sixty-four
rounds of harinama every day without fail,
delivering incessant hari-katha in the matha,
publishing books and periodicals in the Hindi
language, attending preaching programs
in different parts of Mathura and outside,
participating in Navadvipa-

dhama and Vraja-mandala

to protect the matha. He was friendly to all
residents of Vrajabhtmi. Several times, he
arranged august assemblies with erudite
Vaisnavas of different sampradayas in
the Mathura Matha and would present the
supremacy of riipanuga-bhakti. The residents
of Vrajabhumi lovingly offered him the title
“Yugacarya”. In this way, he demonstrated
a unique example of “vaisnava-maitri’
(friendship with Vaisnavas).
Srila Bhaktivinoda
Thakura has taught us to pray

parikramds each year — On this speaal “kabe jive daya, haibe udaya,
with all these activities, occasion of his 100th nija-sukha bhuli sudina
he was the illustration of hrdaya, bhakativinoda
“the living mrdanga” (as appearance day, kariya vinaya, $ri ajna
per Sr?la 'Prabhu}.)e‘@a's we bow down to tahala ka.ribe pracara —
explanation) in the mission When will mercy for
of Sriman Mahaprabhu. that liVing mrdaflga conditioned souls arise in
On this special occasion of . my heart? Being oblivious
his 100th appearance day, and pray for his to his own comfort, with a
we bow down to that living causeless mercy. humble mood, Bhaktivinoda

mrdanga and pray for his
causeless mercy.

Hewas afriend of all Vaisnavas. Whenever
any matha in Vraja-mandala received trouble
from outsiders, he used to stand by their
side and would help in every possible way,

2 “He is tolerant, compassionate, a friend to all
living beings, an enemy of none, peaceful, and as
he abides by the scriptures, he is adorned with all
saintly qualities. He who engages in an exclusive
mood of devotion for Me gives up all activities for
Me, renouncing his family and friends. Absorbed
in hearing and reciting My pastimes, he does not
suffer any misery, as his heart is fixed on Me.”

will broadcast the order of
Sr1 Prabhu.”
Exhibiting this mood of an ideal acarya, the
adorable Srimad Bhaktivedanta Narayana

Nityananda

Maharaja, in an advanced age, travelled
around the globe several times, inspired
thousands of devotees to pursue the riipanuga
path sincerely, and delivered thousands of
conditioned souls by mercifully accepting
them as his disciples. In such a way he
distributed the mercy of Mahaprabhu around
the world.

In this short span of life, a wretched
person like me has had the exquisite fortune
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of having darsana of Vaikuntha-priya
persons. “Durlabho manuso deho dehinam
ksanana-bhangurah, tatrapi  durlabham
manye vaikuntha priya darsanam - the
human form of life itself is rare and easily
lost in a moment, but I think that to have
the audience of those dear to the Lord of
Vaikuntha (Vaikuntha is also one name of
the Lord) is rarer still” (Srimad-Bhagavatam
11.2.29). They guided me affectionately, and I
see no difference in their instructions. When
my worshipful guru-maharaja, om visnupada
astottara-sata-sri Srimad Bhakti Pramoda
Puri Gosvami Maharaja, wanted me to accept
the sannyasa order, out of extreme indolence,
I wanted babgji attire. Srila Guru Maharaja
said, “No, you must take the sannydsa order
and preach,” and he gave me sannyadsa attire.

Delightful Srimad Bhaktivedanta Narayana
Maharaja used to invite me on different
occasions to his matha and almost every time
he told me: “You should never stop preaching.
In the future you will have to protect the
sampradaya.” Therefore, the instructions of
Sr1 Guru and Vaisnavas are the same to me,
but “ekaki amara nahi paya bala harinama
sankirtane.” 1 am a feeble person. I do not
have enough strength to perform harinama-
sankirtana. O Vaisnava Thakura, from the
eternal abode, please bestow a merciful glance
upon this miserable soul.
Praying for your causeless mercy,
The servant of the servant of $r1 Guru and
Vaisnavas,
Tridandi Bhiksu
Sri Bhakti Vidagdha Bhagavata






Excerpts from the offerings of Diksa & Siksa Disciples

he dcarya is eternal. He lives through
This books and the voices of his spiritual
descendants who faithfully repeat his teachings.
Those who devotedly adhere to his spiritual
instructions feel his presence. By preaching his
message with conviction, a disciple arranges
for his spiritual master to manifest before
an audience and enlighten those who hear
that message with sincerity. An dcarya is first
and foremost a sat-$isya, an eternal student
of his gurudeva, always remaining at the feet
of $ri guru with total unconditional humility.
This mood of submissive service qualifies the
disciple to be honoured with the title of spiritual
master, dedrya.

Srila Bhaktivedanta Narayana Gosvami
Maharaja, Srila Gurudeva, is a perfect
example of a sat-$isya who performed the
role of sad-guru as a submissive service to
his diksa-guru, Srila Bhakti Prajnana Kesava
Gosvami Maharaja, and his siksa-guru Srila
Bhaktivedanta Prabhupada. Srila
Gurudeva demonstrated by his outstanding
example how to be a disciple that serves in a
mood of completely submissive devotion to
his diksa-guru’s and siksa-guru’s instructions
and at the same time never compromises on
the orders given by them. Thus, Sr1la Gurudeva

Svami

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhutale
$rimate bhaktivedanta-svamin iti namine

nama om visnu-padaya radhikayah-priyatmane
$ri-Srimad-bhaktivedanta-narayana iti namine

taught us by his example that guru-nistha is
the backbone of bhakti.

Srila Narayana Maharaja translated the
books that his diksa-guru ordered him to
render from Bengali into Hindi and then had
them translated into English, books such as
Jaiva-dharma, Bhakti-tattva-viveka, and
Brhad-bhagavatamrta. He also created Hindi
purports and commentaries to many classical
texts like Catuh-sloki Srimad-Bhdgavatam,
Rasa-pancadhyayri, Srimad-Bhagavatam,
Bhagavad-gita, and Brahma-samhita, many
of which were translated into English. He
gave us many books based on lectures that
he delivered in English, which were centered
around various themes of bhakti: The Way of
Love, Secret Truths of the Bhagavatam, The
Origin of the Ratha-yatra, and many more,
and some based on lectures from Hindi: Nectar
of Govinda-lila, Going Beyond Vaikuntha,
and Bhakti-rasayana (based on a portion of
Brhad-bhagavatamrta).

He took the orders of his siksa-guru
Srila Bhaktivedanta Svami Prabhupada to
heart and preached the message of Krsna
Consciousness all over the world. While
doing so, he resuscitated the spiritual lives of
hundreds of Srila Prabhupada’s disciples and
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followers and gave them new energy to take up
the principles and practices of bhakti again.
SrilaN arayana Maharaja trained and educated
the disciples of Srila Prabhupada and his own
new disciples in the West through his lectures,
festivals and darsanas. He showed us how
to execute pure devotional service as Srila
Prabhupada had instructed us to do in Nectar
of Devotion. Srila Narayana Maharaja taught
the disciples of Srila Prabhupada the inner
meaning of Srila Prabhupada’s pranama-
mantras and his mission.

Srila Narayana Maharaja reinvigorated
the Badger project, known as New Braja, which
was started by some of Srila Prabhupada’s
disciples. He established a yearly festival
there, with worship of Giriraja-Govardhana,
that attracted over 1000 devotees every year.
He performed festivals like this on the east
coast of the USA in Florida and elsewhere.
He performed festivals in Europe, Russia,
Australia, Hong Kong, South Africa, and
Brazil, celebrating the teachings of Srila
Rapa Gosvami and the Gaudiya Vaisnava
sampradaya, elucidating for the devotees the
deep, inner meaning of those teachings.

Srila Narayana Maharaja established
temples n Vrndavana,
Navadvipa, Puri, Bangalore, London, Brazil,
and Houston for the worship of $r1 $r1 Radha
Vinoda-Bihari and Mahaprabhu and taught
us the intimate glories of these deities and the

Govardhana,

pastimes connected with the Divine Couple in
this and other manifestations. Srila Narayana
Maharaja’s glories of preaching all over the
world are unlimited.

Personally, Srila Narayana Maharaja
pulled me out of the dark well of married life
and brought me back to the lotus feet of my
Srila Prabhupada, engaging me in his service.
He blessed me to understand the intricacies of
this process of pure bhakti and blessed me to
be a sannyasi and preacher for the sarikirtana
mission of Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu. There
are numerous intimate exchanges that I had
with him, but one story above all stands out in
my mind and heart.

I was preaching on Srila Narayana
Maharaja’s behalf in Catania, Sicily, as a
sannyasi. During that time, there was a rtvik
temple there. The head of the temple came to
one of my classes in someone’s home, and
he liked that I was presenting the philosophy
like Srila Prabhupada did, so he invited me to
come and give a lecture at the rtvik temple.
All the rtvik disciples came and I explained to
them about the guru-parampara, the Siksa-
and diksa-guru, and the deep relationship
that Srila Narayana Maharaja had with Srila
Prabhupada. Later that year, at the hari-katha
festival in Venice, Italy, all the devotees in the
rtvik temple met Srila Narayana Maharaja and
immediately surrendered to him and became
his disciples. Later that year in September,
I returned and was told by some devotees
in Catania that they had Srila Narayana
Maharaja’s picture on the altar but not Srila
Kesava Maharaja’s picture. I then spent two
days preaching the glories of Srila Bhakti
Prajnana Kesava Maharaja and his intimate
relationship with Srila Prabhupada as Srila
Prabhupada’s sannyasa-guru. 1 sang the
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songs that Srila Kesava Maharaja wrote
the Radha-Vinoda-Bihari
Tattvastakam poem that he wrote. After that,
they framed a picture of Srila Kesava Maharaja

and explained

and placed it on the altar.

I related this story to Srila Narayana
Maharaja and he was very pleased. Then, when
the first day of Kartika came and Srila Narayana
Maharaja performed the worship of Srila
Kesava Maharaja to honour his disappearance
day, Srila Narayana Maharaja garlanded the
photographs, applied sandalwood paste, and
performed aratito his beloved gurudeva. At the
end, he offered puspanjali flowers at the feet
of Srila Kesava Maharaja and the parampara.
When he finished, he turned around and
looked for me behind him in the crowd. Upon
seeing me, he called me to come stand next to
him, took my hand and filled it with flowers.
Then he said, “Now you offer flowers to my
guru-mahardja.” This was significant, for he

earest Srila Gurudeva,

Please accept my humble and loving
obeisance at the dust of your lotus feet. By this
I mean I am offering my respect and gratitude
to you and to those who are near and dear to
you and serve you with faith and love.

When Mahaprabhu pacified Mukunda
after appearing to reject him, He assured
Mukunda that he is always with Him as His

had given me access to his beloved gurudeva
and [ was overwhelmed with emotions upon
receiving this blessing. Yet he understood my
heart perfectly, telling me once, “I know that
only your Svami Prabhupada is in your heart.” |
told him that I saw my Srila Prabhupada in him.
He said that is all right. However, I knew that
whatever progress I had made in the second
part of my life was due to his association and
bringing Srila Prabhupada back into my life in
a deep and meaningful manner.

On this centennial celebration of Srila
Bhaktivedanta Narayana Gosvami Maharaja,
I am offering this pusparijali of his glorious
preaching work as a world acarya and praying
for his mercy that I might again make some
advancement in the process of devotional
service.

Your Servant,
Svami B. V. Bhagavat

eternal servitor and that those that associate
with and serve Mukunda are similarly blessed.

janma janma tomara pdile mora sanga
toma sabara bhrtye o dekhibe mora ranga
Sri Caitanya-bhagavata (2.10.287)

You have My association birth after
birth. Even all your servants will see My
pastimes.
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Bhaktisiddhanta
Prabhupada's commentary, he writes, “When
the Lord performs His pastimes in this world,
His associates come with Him and engage in His

In Srila Sarasvati

service. Persons who are counted as servants
of those associates also receive the opportunity
to realize those pastimes of the Lord.”

Your teachings and literary contributions
to the world are vast and will be increasingly
appreciated and understood in the years to
come. Out of all that I have heard and seen
and tried to understand, something stands
out most to me, and that is your quality of
deep compassion and unconditional love for
all, especially for those who desire to enter
the service of Sr1 Caitanya Mahaprabhu and
$r1 Sr1 Radha-Govinda, under the shelter of
our divine guardians in the line of Sri Rapa-
Raghunatha. Your own gurudeva, Srila Bhakti
Prajinana Kesava Maharaja, gave you the title
“Bhakta-bandhava” which means one who
has a mood of great friendship and love for
the devotees. He saw your natural faith and
attachment to the service of $ri guru and to
those who are dear to $ri guru.

We became the recipients of that natural
affection when, on the request of our beloved
guru, Srila Bhaktivedanta Svami Prabhupada,
your friend and $iksa-guru, you left Mathura-
Vrndavana-dhama to help his disciples and
again shower the world with the sweet nectar
of the confidential teachings of Sri Caitanya
Mahaprabhu.

From our first meeting, I felt the power
of your love, infused with kindness and
humility. I had not sensed that since the time

of our $rila Prabhupada’s manifest presence
on the planet. To me and many of my
godbrothers and godsisters, it was clear that
Srila Prabhupada was with you and speaking
through you.

At first, I simply wanted to bask in that
affection and enjoy the newly awakened taste
for hearing and chanting the holy names of the
Lord. Gradually, through your association and
the example of those who were close to you,
an awareness of something more came into
my heart. That was a particle of the meaning
of Mahaprabhu's prayers; “gopi-bhartuh
pada-kamalayor dasa-dasanudasah,” and
“amanina manadena.”

You revealed that success in bhakti comes
by rejecting the desire for personal fame and
prestige and instead, seeking to honour and
serving $ri guru and the Vaisnavas. This is
what you showed the world, and this is how I
want to live my life, to emulate your mood of
humble service to Hari, Guru and Vaisnavas. |
have no qualification for this, but once before
I expressed a desire to you for something very
high, and you smiled happily, thumped me on
my chest three times and laughing, replied,
“Very good, very good, very good.” In the
following years you have always nourished
my tender bhakti creeper and shown me
unconditional support during my imperfect
endeavours. You have given me the name
Bhaktivedanta to reinforce my connection
with my Holy Master, Srila Prabhupada and
with you. At that time, you told me that you will
always help me so that [ can one day fulfil the
real meaning of that title.
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Now, inhonouring your divine appearance
day, I am begging to be an instrument in
your eternal service to our exalted guru-
varga and to the Vaisnavas and Vaisnavis
who follow them. I pray to embrace with full
enthusiasm and compassion, Mahaprabhu's
desire to uplift all the conditioned souls

n the auspicious occasion of your
disappearance in the year of your aus-

picious hundredth birth anniversary I beg to
offer my prostrated dandavat-pranamas at
your auspicious lotus feet and pray for your
causeless mercy. Everything in connection with
you is auspicious and meditating upon those
feet eradicates the darkness of the ignorance
of this material world. By the instructions of
our sastras such as Sri Caitanya-caritamrta,
Madhya-lila 22.54, we have heard that a
mere moment’s contact with a pure bhakta
can award all perfection. Thus, the number of
opportunities which you have awarded to the
conditioned souls of this world is incalculable.

The cause of my fortunate meeting
with you, O paramaradhyatama Gurudeva,
and my subsequent engagement in your
service was the grace of my diksa-gurudeva,
om visnupada astottara-sata-sri  Srimad
Bhaktivedanta Svami, our Srila Prabhupada,

of this world. I have no qualification but
pray that one day soon I may be counted
among your near and dear in this spirit.

Your insignificant servant
Bhaktivedanta Vaikhanas

Jaya om visnu-pada astottara-sata Srt

Srimad Bhaktivedanta Narayana Gosvami Maharaja ki jaya!

who mercifully first blessed the Western
world and indeed all of the major countries
of the world with his lotus feet. Without his
mercy, as expressed in his darsanas, morning
walks, lectures and especially through his
voluminous books, I would have been fully
incapable of comprehending the teachings of
Srila Bhaktivedanta Narayana Maharaja.

Srila Narayana Maharaja, our Gurudeva,
was like Nityananda, a guna-mani — jewel of
exalted qualities. One of these was his devotion
to nama. Nama-gane sada ruci. The most pro-
minent symptom of bhdva is a taste to always
chant nama. Practically from the very time
he joined the Devananda Gaudiya Matha in
Navadvipa until his apparent departure from
our presence, he would chant a minimum
of one lakha nama and often two lakhas or
more. His servitor, Navina Krsna Brahmacari,
told me that Srila Gurudeva did not like to be
disturbed while chanting, thus we surmise that
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he felt deep attachment to nama, realizing the
identical nature of nama and nami (the name
and the possessor of the name, Krsna Himself).
He also instructed us to do likewise. Especially
I know that he wanted those who were engaged
in book publication to do their seva only after
completing their nama-seva of one lakha.

Out of service to his gurudeva, Srila Bhakti
Prajniana Kesava Maharaja, and our guru-
varga he was always engaged in translating
books by our disciplic succession such
as Vedavyasa, Srila Rapa and Raghunatha
Gosvamis, Thakura
and Bhaktivinoda Thakura. Many important
literatures were out of print, so he printed them

Visvanatha Cakravarti

for the benefit of the Vaisnava world.

Since Gurudeva's mission was to fulfil the
heart’s desire of Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu, for
many years he organised a three day festival of
Ripa Gosvami katha on Srila Riipa Gosvami'’s
tirobhava-mahotsava, inviting all senior
preachers of Vrndavana to participate. It was
successful and indeed helped to create unity.

Gurudeva wrote a small book of five essays,
Five Essential Essays, to help eradicate misun-
derstandings about important truths of Vaisnava
siddhanta that had arisen in modern times.

For me and all others, the false ego is the
greatest obstacle to advancement. In Srimad
Bhagavad-gitq, 811 Krsna instructs Arjuna
about the 8 elements: 5 gross and 3 subtle. While
describing the subtle elements, he says mano
buddhir eva ca aharikara iti with a special
stress (eva ca) on ahankara. Thus false ego is
a difficult obstacle. Gurudeva is renowned for

giving help in removing this aharnkara.

Gurudeva is renowned for his explanation
of the verses concerning Mahaprabhu's
descent from Sri Caitanya-caritamrta
Adi-lila 4, which describe His coming as
rasika-sekhara to taste unnatojjuala-rasa,
the madanakhya-mahabhava of Srimati
Radharani, and for being parama-karuna,
supremely merciful by awarding raga-marga
bhakti to humanity, for the attainment of sva-
bhakti-sriyam, the beautiful embodiments
of the leaves and manjaris who enhance
the beauty of the golden creeper of Srimati
Radhika. This is the highest

attainment for the jiva. This was awarded to us

possible

by Srila Gurudeva. He also informed us of the
inner meaning of Mahaprabhu's name: maha
and prabhu: rasa-rdja.

Once Gurudeva said words to the effect
that if he should perform any wrong thing
against the principles of bhakti he should be
rejected. This humble statement is meant to
encourage us to become dcarya. The word
dcaryais defined in $astra: acaratiti acarya —
one who sets an example for his disciples by
his actions is known an dcarya. His example
was spotless for all time. He had no private life
that was remotely different from his preaching,

Gurudeva's preaching was so immense and
broad that I feel incapable to speak about it, nor
is there time available at my disposal. Fortu-
nately, Gurudeva left so many exalted devotees
who can make up for my unlimited defects.

Jaya Gurudeva!

Tridandi-svami Bhaktivedanta
Bhagavata (chota)
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Dear Srila Gurudeva,

Please accept millions of my
dandavat-pranamas unto your
lotus feet.

nama-srestharn manum api
saci-putram atra svaraparm
rupam tasyagrajam uru-purim
mathurim gosthavatim
radha-kundam giri-varam
aho! radhika-madhavasam
prapto yasya prathita-krpaya
§ri gurum tam nato 'smi
) Sri Mukta-carita (4)
Srila Raghunatha dasa Gosvami

I offer pranama to sri guru, by whose
abundant mercy I have obtained the
topmost name of Sri Hari; the diksa-
mantras; [the service of] Sri Sacinandana
Gaurahari, Sr1i Svarapa Damodara, Sri
Rapa Gosvami and his older brother,
Sr1 Sanatana Gosvami; the vast abode
of Sri Mathura, Vraja, Radha-kunda, and
Govardhana; as well as a desire for [the
loving service of] Sri $r1 Radha Madhava.

Srila Gurudeva, you have given everything
to this completely unworthy person filled with
all kinds of inauspicious qualities. You have
dragged me out of the terrible hell of material
enjoyment and made me a recipient of the
greatest gift of rupanuga-bhajana.

Srila Gurudeva, you were always telling
us to remember that we are in Vrndavana,
where Yamuna is flowing so graciously
(“kal-kal-kal”), birds are chirping, bees are
humming, and peacocks are dancing, while
the Divine Couple are seated on a golden
throne, Krsna pressing His flute to His lips,
and Radhika offering Him betel nuts... When
you were giving devotees diksa-mantras in
Gopinatha Bhavan, you were pointing to the
scenery behind the window and saying, “You
should always remember Vrndavana. Just
like this....”

You were putting so much hope into each
and every one of us. “Be strong; don’t be weak” —
you were saying like a mantra to all, in every
single festival. “I have great hope in you. I want
you to preach my mission” — you were saying
to devotees individually.

Srila Gurudeva, you are the best of the
rapanugas. By your teachings, you presented
the conceptions of Srila Rapa Gosvami to
the world so vigorously, straightforwardly,
and sweetly that no one in the world could
resist that. Yes, everybody was taking, even
surprisingly. “We couldn’t even think before it
means that!”

You have demonstrated practically what
vaisnavata is. You were so deep, so high,
so ferocious in battle for Mahaprabhu's
conceptions, and simultaneously so gentle
and loving for your lion cubs. Even for
your daughters you were saying, “I want my
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daughters to be like lionesses. Not like ‘miaow,
miaow, miaow’...."

You were showing us how Krsna is playing
His flute, and you were personally showing
how Rapa and Rati Manjaris are glancing
and moving while the Seva-kunja picture was
being painted.

The family atmosphere you created was
unforgettable. “We are a family,” you were
telling us. When we were introducing a new
person to you, he or she immediately could
feel that mood.

In the song of your own composition, Sr
Guru-carana-kamala bhaja man, at the end,
you sing:

tana-mana-jivana, guru-pade arpana,
(sada) $ri harinama ratan

Offering my body, mind, and very life at
the feet of Gurudeva, I incessantly sing $ri

harinama.

You taught us by your own example how
to hold your life in your palm and offer it to
sriguru.

bhayam dvitiyabhinivesatah syad
isad apetasya viparyayo 'smrtih
tan-mayayato budha abhajet tam
bhaktyaikayesam guru-devatatma
Srimad-Bhdgavatam (11.2.37)

Fear arises when a living entity
misidentifies himself as the material body
because of absorption in the external,
illusory energy of the Lord, called maya.

When the living entity thus turns away

from the Supreme Lord, he also forgets his
own constitutional position as a servant
of the Lord. Therefore, an intelligent
person should engage unflinchingly in
the unalloyed devotional service of the
Lord, under the guidance of a bona fide
spiritual master, whom he should accept
as his worshipable deity and as his very
life and soul.

You made us learn this sloka, as well as
many others. You were so caring about your
brahmacaris and sannyasis, particularly
stressing that they should learn proper tattva
and siddhanta.

You were telling every one of us to preach,
each and every one. Sometimes you were even
saying, “If you don’t preach, don't tell you are
my disciple!”

You were offering all of us, like wonder-
ful fragrant flowers, to the lotus feet of Giriraja
Govardhana, to Yamuna-devi, Gopi$vara
Mahéadeva, Vrnda-devi, Paurnamasi Yogamaya,
and all the Deities of Vrndavana, and certainly
Their Lordships, Sri Sri Radha-Vinoda-bihariji.

Today, on the eve of the 10th anniversary
of your divine disappearance from this world,
as well as your 100th vyasa-pujq, this fallen
and unworthy servant, remembering your lotus
feet, is crying and begging for strength to be
always able to meet your divine expectations.
Please let me hold my life in my palm and offer

it to your lotus feet, Srila Gurudeva!

Dina hina,
Bhaktivedanta Sadhu
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ear most worshipable Srila Gurudeva,
DI am offering my koti, koti dandavat-
pranamas at your lotus feet.

It has been ten years since you left our
physical vision, but I am so unfortunate that
I am not feeling any separation or lacking in
my life. Now I have been given an opportunity
to offer sraddha-puspanjali at your lotus
feet on the most auspicious occasion of the
centennial of your appearance.

Even though a baddha-jiva is not capable
of glorifying a transcendental personality like
you, still for my own purification I am writing
something.

Your magnanimity

Your love and affection extended beyond your
direct disciples — anyone who came to you for
shelter immediately got your love and teachings
without hesitation. When we hear the classes that
you spoke to the senior devotees of ISKCON,
the love you have for them is clearly felt. It also
showed how you revealed your heart to them,
considering them to be senior devotees who had
practised Krsna Consciousness for a long time,
and it showed your eagerness for them to advance
further on that path of riapanuga-bhakti.

You mentioned in your morning walks that,
just as Sr1 Krsna reciprocates according to
one’s devotion, a guru reciprocates depending
on the disciple’s surrender. Similarly, whoever
came to you with a desire to learn and advance,

you nourished them according
to their situation and always enthused
them to advance further in bhakti.
Devotees who were involved in
publications at the other Gaudiya Mathas
mentioned how you provided support and any
material whenever they requested it. Similarly,
your books were put on the Internet and can

be downloaded by anyone without any costs.

Taking Responsibility

In one of your classes, you mentioned that one
who doesn’t take responsibility is like an animal.
You yourself showed throughout your life the
proper way to take responsibility, starting in the
early years of maintaining Sr1 Kesavaji Gaudiya
Matha (including its residents, your godbrothers,
and later the disciples of Srila Vamana Gosvami
Maharaja)
and magazines, engaging in local preaching,

and then publishing granthas
handling court cases, and more. Responsibilities
increased as you assumed the role of accepting
disciples. The size of the parikramas increased,
but you were never deterred. Instead, you became
so pleased at seeing so many pilgrims glorifying
the Lord and engaging in $ri krsna sankirtana.
You took responsibility for whoever came to you
with a desire to advance in spiritual life.

In addition to accepting the responsibility
of your ever-increasing society, you also
took the responsibility of protecting the
sampraddya against allegations, through
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publishing Prabandha Paricakam (Five
Essential Essays), challenging the babdgjis
when you visited Radha-kunda (who used
to say that the line of Srila Bhaktisiddhanta
Sarasvati Prabhupada doesn’t follow a proper
guru-parampara or follow the six Gosvamis),
and protecting the rapanuga-dhara through
your publications like Ujjvala-nilamani, Srt
Rasa-paricadhyayi, Sri Gita-govinda, etc.
You mentioned that even though not many
devotees are qualified to read some of the
granthas, still something should be available in
the rupanuga-dhara or devotees will read the
many editions available in the market and be
misled instead. You gave ample warnings that
one has to tread these topics very carefully, as
evidenced by including Srila Bhaktisiddhanta
Sarasvati Thakura Prabhupada’s foreword to
your introduction to Sri Gita-govinda.

Your natural humility

We try to be humble in our activities especially
when associating with senior devotees, but
you displayed your natural humility in all
circumstances.

Once you performed a pastime of having
back pain during the Murwillumbah festival
in 2005. The local devotees requested a local
physiotherapist to make a house call. When
he arrived on the first floor where you were
staying, he was carrying a small medical bag.
You indicated your displeasure to us that we
didn't greet the physiotherapist at the door
and carry his bag for him. You then indicated
to us to set up the massage bed (i.e. before the
physiotherapist did). We were amazed at how

respectful you were to him, and then after
the check-up, you instructed us to carry the
physiotherapist’s bag to his car.

Even though you had tens of thousands of
disciples all over the world including doctors,
lawyers, scientists, etc. and you received the
“Yugacarya” award, still nothing affected you.

In his kirtana, Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura
expanded on the explanation of the trnad api
sunicena sloka:

jivana-nirvahe ane udvega na dibe
para-upakare nija-sukha pasaribe (4)

héile-o sarva-gune guni mahasaya
pratisthasa chadi’ karé amant hrdaya (5)

krsna-adhisthana sarva-jive jani’ sada
karobi sammana sabe adare sarvada (6)
Sri Krsna-kirtane jadi
Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura

In the course of leading your life, do not
give anxiety to anyone else. For the benefit
of others, forget your own comforts. Even
if you are a great soul endowed with all
good qualities, relinquish the desire for
honor and make your heart humble.
Knowing Sri Krsna to be situated within
all living beings, always respect and show

affection to all.

You are the embodiment of this sloka.

An important component of
Mahaprabhu’s mission

I am extremely unqualified in trying to express
what you have given, and this will be explained
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in more detail by your senior disciples who have
realized what you have given.

You explained how all the acaryas in the
line of Caitanya Mahaprabhu came to give
what Mahaprabhu came to give as explained
in the sloka anarpita-carim cirat. Under the
direction and inspiration of Mahaprabhu,
each dacarya emphasised a special aspect of
this mission. Being empowered by Sriman
Mahaprabhu, you emphasised the goal
of raganuga-bhakti, especially rupanuga-
bhakti, and how to attain that goal.

By speaking about the dcaryas during
their respective tithis as well as by presenting
their articles/hari-katha in your magazines,
you indicated that we should not neglect
or ignore their instructions, as they are all
beneficial for us in achieving our goal and
in particular, are a foundation for properly
understanding and applying your message
and instructions.

However, it is sufficient to say that you
are an important part of fulfilling Sriman
Mahaprabhu'’s desire. It is very rare for one
in the modern era to obtain genuine greed
to become a raganuga-bhakta if one doesn't
follow your teachings as delineated in your
publications and hari-katha, what to speak
about attaining perfection as a rapanuga.

Thus you wanted all your publications
and hari-katha to be easily accessible and
available to all. But it is my great misfortune
that [ was unable to take to your conduct and
teachings with gravity. My conduct is not
befitting a devotee, let alone your disciple.

You often used to say, “I am always with
you. Don't fear. If you have any doubts, you can
call me. I will remove all your anarthas.” You
even showed that these statements are true,
but I never paid attention to your words, and
root of the problem is that I was maintaining
the conception that you are a mortal being.

On Guru-parnima 2008, you mentioned
in your hari-katha that “merely placing a
garland on the neck of sri guru or offering
at his feet a few flowers and fruits, some
money, sweets, or cloth does not mean that
real worship of the guru has been performed.
The real vydsa-puja is to surrender oneself
completely at the lotus feet of sri gurudeva
and to fulfil his desires. This means that one
should completely offer one’s independence
at the lotus feet of $ri guru in a mood of
surrender: ‘O Srila Gurudeva, I am offering
everything that belongs to me at your lotus
feet.””

I know that I am unable to really
perform vyasa-paja, so I am trying to be under
the guidance of your one-pointed devotees.
They are in reality performing your vyasa-
puja.

On this auspicious occasion of your
appearance day, I am praying that I can
become qualified to become a true worshipper
of your vyasa-puja, not only once a year, but
at every moment of my life.

Your unworthy servant,
Sundara-gopala dasa
(Fiji / Australia)
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offer my humble obeisances at the lotus
Ifeet of nitya-lila-pravista om visnupada
astottara-sata-sri Acarya-varya
$ri Srimad Bhaktivedanta Narayana Gosvami

Rapanuga

Maharaja

A genuine Vaisnava is very rare. A fully
self-realized Vaisnava is rarer yet, and what to
speak of one who has understood the Supreme
Absolute Truth. In the Bhagavad-gita, Krsna
says, “Out of many thousands among men,
one may endeavour for perfection, and of
those who have achieved perfection, hardly
one knows Me in truth.” This is certainly the
case with our Srila Gurudeva. He is a perfect
being who truly knows God.

Srila Gurudeva, while on this planet, was
the perfect living and breathing example of
the guru-tattva we so often hear and read
about in $astra. His every word and action
was a spotless example of a genuine guru. It is
difficult explaining this to those who haven't
physically met him, but his every movement
and mannerism somehow communicated his
internal state, a state of absorption in another
realm, another reality.

$rila Gurudeva demonstrated the full
range of attitudes pure devotees are said to
have. A simpler reading of sastra will tell us
that a true guru or Vaisnava never speaks

IN VENERATION OF SRI GURU

A True Personification of Guru-tattva and
\\h Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu’s Sankirtana Movement

$ri $ri guru gaurangau jayatah

harshly or criticizes anyone. But those of
superior understanding know that s$ri guru
is not only as soft and gentle as a lotus but
also as bold and shattering as lightning. Srila
Gurudeva wasn'’t the static flatterer guru so
many want. No. He was often the dynamic
chastiser guru so many need.

Due to our ignorant nature and aversion
to pain (even the good kind), we sometimes
view $ri guru’s words as harsh, when really,
they are his mercy. In fact, a big point of saintly
association is exposure to these cutting words.
In Srimad-Bhdagavatam 11.26.26 it says, *
only saintly personalities, with their powerful
and virtuous instructions, can cut our unholy,
material attachments from the heart.” The
cutting of our anarthas hurts, but we need
it, just like a diamond in the rough requires
extensive polishing.

Srila Gurudeva’s glories are unlimited. So,
choosing what to focus on is quite the task.
However, two things stand out to me. First is his
understanding of Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu's
heart, His innermost moods and desires.
Many of Srila Gurudeva’s disciples are far
more qualified to elaborate on this topic, and
so I will not. But it suffices to say that Srila
Gurudeva’'s mission was absolutely in line
with 811 Caitanya Mahaprabhu's sarnkirtana



PART TWO: EXCERPTS FROM THE OFFERINGS OF DIKSA & SIKSA DISCIPLES

movement 500 years ago. Fools sometimes
deride Srila Prabhupada Bhaktisiddhanta
Sarasvati Thakura’s lineage as an unfortunate
deviation from the ‘real thing’, based solely
on petty external customs. Sadly, they cannot
see that every single thing our guru-varga
(and $rila Gurudeva in particular) does is a
direct service and fulfilment of Mahaprabhu's
desire. Patita-pavana Sacinandana Gaurahari
bestowed the highest treasure to the most
fallen; our Srila Gurudeva followed this
example.

The second distinct characteristic of Srila
Gurudeva was his absorption in harinama. If
we think about it, all the strenuous preaching
efforts, all the books and book-distribution,
all the debating and philosophizing, all the
siddhanta, all the endeavours to visit the
dhama (and hopefully reside there), all the
sadhu-sanga — all of it — is to either convince
people to chant or make conditions more
favourable for chanting the holy names.
Realizing Nama Prabhu through constant
chanting in the association of pure devotees —
with full understanding of sambandha-tattva,
abhidheya-tattva, and prayojana-tattva —
is the whole point of everything we do in
devotional life.

$rila Gurudeva demonstrated this clear un-
derstanding. He knew what was truly essential.
He was absorbed in the chanting of harinama
constantly. If he wasn’t, he was speaking hari-
katha, which is in fact nama-kirtana. And if
he was doing anything else at all, it was only to
convince us to engage in this process.

Connecting with the Absolute through His
sound vibration is the only method. It is the
only way. Harer namaiva kevalam. Chanting
and hearing harinama is what we are all
about. Harinama is eternal. It isn’'t simply a
means to an end; it is the topmost activity in
the topmost reality, now and forever. It is God
in sound form.
our (Srila
Gurudeva’s disciples’) good fortune takes the

Sometimes my awe for
form of disbelief. I genuinely tell myself, “It's
too good to be true. We can't be this lucky.
Is this for real?” Sometimes I doubt, but $ri
guru and the Vaisnavas are so merciful they
remind me, remind us, that this impossibly
good fortune is real. And yet, time and
again, we forget. This the nature of the jiva:
forgetfulness. Therefore, on this most special
occasion, I pray to the lotus feet of Srila
Gurudeva, our guru-varga, and the Vaisnavas,
that the awareness of my good fortune is
never lost on me. In a world where everyone
is more and more enthralled by the say-so
of their material senses, mind, and intellect, I
pray to Sr1 Guru that his light of knowledge
will illuminate both my dark heart and the path
towards the youthful nrtya-gita-nama-priya
811 Gaurasundara and His beautiful pastimes.
I pray to Srila Gurudeva that someday I will
embody the verse trnad-api sunicena, such
that Nama Prabhu will mercifully dance on
my tongue. And lastly, [ pray that I may always
serve by Srila Gurudeva’s side.

Dasanudasa

Giridhari dasa (Costa Rica)



SRI GURU VANDANA - IN VENERATION OF SRI GURU

‘ N J hat can I say to you who are my
everything? I remember your being
there for me when I was disillusioned, lost,
and feeling weak. You made it very clear to me
what your position was, what my position was,
and how even though we were worlds apart
spiritually you were willing to reach out with
love to me. You brought me back to that child-
like appreciation for Krsna consciousness that
I knew as a young man. You renewed my faith
by reassuring my troubled intellect, which had
become poisoned by cynicism.

You did this by speaking the nectarean
teachings of Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu as
they were meant to be taught, with purity and
impeccable example. With the gentle caress
of your hari-kathad, and your loving, sincere
guidance and friendship, you touched my
heart, which had become darkened and
hardened to the sweetness of spiritual life.
And now you are taking me on a tour of the
revealed scriptures — Srila Prabhupada’s
books and yours. You are showing me many of
the hidden gems that reside within their pages.

You are also taking me on a tour of the
dhamas, revealing the pastime places that
are so dear to your heart because they are so
dear to the Divine Couple, especially Srimati

nama om visnu-padaya radhikayah-priyatmane
$ri-srimad-bhaktivedanta-nardyana iti namine

Jaya Srila Gurudeva!

Radhika. You encourage me to bathe in the
dust of those holy places, which I do with great
happiness knowing that your foot dust is also
residing there.

You are showing me the unlimited
sweetness of the holy name. You have given me
these names imbued with the potency of your
loving mood. I am eternally praying to develop
some appreciation for this great gift that you
have given me. I know that by chanting these
names under your guidance eventually all
spiritual rasas and tattvas will be revealed.

You are revealing to me that not only do
you dwell in my heart but also in the hearts
of all your sincere followers. Thank you, for
great sweetness and solace can be found in
their association.

Oh, what a conundrum! I cannot stop
trying to glorify you; yet I am incapable of
doing so. You are my everything. The reality
is that I have no life separate from you. Please
allow me to fully appreciate this fact and live
my life in your service.

Your unworthy disciple,
Vanamali dasa

(New Zealand)
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nama om visnu-padaya radhikayah-priyatmane

$ri-srimad-bhaktivedanta-nardayana iti namine

996 started as the most difficult year of
1 my spiritual life, but soon became the most
blessed.

My family and I were fortunate to have
been able to associate with His Divine Grace om
visnupada $ri Srimad Gour Govinda Gosvami
Maharaja. He made such a great impact on our
lives and sparked the light in our hearts that
truly brightened our spiritual lives. We had
never heard or seen anyone preach so furiously
as Srila Gour Govinda Gosvami Maharaja, so
loving and inspiring, all at the same time. He
was truly a great inspiration to us all, a maha-
bhagavata who took His followers to a higher
level, eagerly wanting to hear more and more
of His divine message. But in February of 1996
we received a call telling us that this great soul
had concluded his pastimes in this world. We
felt such deep sadness and despair. It broke
our hearts knowing that we would never be
able to associate with our beloved Srila Gour
Govinda Gosvami Maharaja again. I was still
young at that time. It left a great big hole in our
hearts. I became confused and remember how I
went outside, crying in the rain with great pain
of separation. I felt like no one would ever be
able to inspire me again as Srila Gour Govinda
Gosvami Maharaja did.

Sometime after the departure of Srila
Gour Govinda Gosvami Maharaja in 1996, we
started hearing whispers about a great maha-

bhagavata preaching with the same passion
as Srila Gour Govinda Gosvami Maharaja.
He was a great personality who preached the
same message of love and didn't hold back.
His name was Srila Bhaktivedanta Narayana
Gosvami Maharaja. “Narayana,
Narayana” is all I could think of. We all started
to get inspired again and wanted to hear more

Narayana,

of his glories. And by the mercy of $rf guru
and Gauranga we got to meet this great soul
on his very first tour to the West, in Holland.
Iremember my family and I, together with a
few other devotees, went to Amsterdam airport
to receive this maha-bhagavata we had heard
so much of. When we arrived at the airport,
we went straight to the gate from where he
would come out. Back then you could see all
passengers through a big glass wall, waiting
at the baggage claim. Right there we saw
Srila Gurudeva sitting and waiting. He looked
so peaceful, so serene, like a lotus flower
above the water, not being contaminated by
its surroundings and just floating above it.
When Srila Gurudeva came out of the gate,
we all started to do kirtana, singing the maha-
mantra with mrdangas and karatdlas jumping
up and down in dhotis. I will never forget the
look of surprise on our (soon to be) Srila
Gurudeva. He was so happy, so pleased to see
how the devotees where chanting harinama at
the airport. He could not stop smiling while we
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did harinama all the way to the car. I will never
forget this moment of pure joy and love and
am grateful I could take part in it.

Once we arrived at the accommodation
where he was scheduled to give lectures,
he just sat on the ground in the corner of a
big room. He was sitting there, peacefully
chanting, looking at everyone that was coming
in, looking with His blue piercing eyes. And I
remember the rays of the sunlight fell right on
him, giving him a beautiful radiance. I can't
explain what I felt at that moment. I just knew
in my heart that he was truly a special soul,
not like any of us, but a pure transcendental
entity. When Srila Gurudeva stopped chanting
he started his hari-katha by glorifying Srila
Bhaktivedanta Svami Maharaja with so
much love and dedication. By hearing this,
any drop of doubt which was there in our
hearts vanished instantly. Right then we were
convinced that our beloved Srila Gour Govinda
Gosvami Maharaja had mercifully sent us on
this path right into the loving arms of our

from now on this is Holy-land!” We were all
so happy hearing this; so much love he had
given us! Although I met Srila Gurudeva many
times after, this first encounter is still my most
beloved memory of Him.

My dear beloved Srila Gurudeva, although
I still feel unworthy of your mercy, I'm always
grateful for all that you have given me, my
family and all the devotees you loved and cared
for. Your legacy has had and will have a great
impact on the current and future generations
through your teachings, books and excellent
senior disciples. All who have associated with
you or heard about you have decorated their
memories of you like jewels in their hearts
and now are expressing this globally by the
initiative of the centennial seva team.

Dear beloved Srila Gurudeva, I am forever
indebted to you. May your merciful effulgence
always shine upon us all. om ajnana-
timirandhasya jnananjana-salakaya, caksur
unmilitarn yena tasmai $ri gurave namah.

I offer my dandavat-pranama to your

Srlla Gurudeva. I, together with my family lotus feet.
and other devotees, took initiation in the days Syamasundara dasa
after. Gurudeva declared: “This is not Holland; (Holland)
e
% om gjriana-timirandhasya jnandrijana-salakaya offer my prayers of adoration to that exalted
~'w  caksur unmilitar yena tasmai $rT guruve namah $ri guru 8ri Srimad Bhaktivedanta Narayana

nama or visnu-padaya radhikayah priyatmane Gosvami Maharaja, who is the very form of

$ri-$rimad-bhaktivedanta narayana gosvami iti namine  compassion. He is the best among the followers
vande "ham $ri guru-varar sri rapanuga-pravaram  of Sri Rapa Gosvami and is perfectly adept in

vraja-rasa-rasikam ca krpa-murtim narayanam relishing vraja-rasa.
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I most humbly offer unlimited dandavat
pranamas at the lotus feet of my diksa-guru,
His Holiness Mahavisnu Gosvami Maharaja,
to Srila Bhaktivedanta Svami Prabhupada, to
my dear most Siksa-guru His Divine Grace
Srila  Bhaktivedanta
Mabharaja, to Srila Vamana Gosvami Maharaja,

Narayana Gosvami
to Bhaktivedanta Trivikrama Maharaja, to
$rila Vyasadeva, and to our entire riipanuga
guru-varga.

Itis an auspicious occasion of immensejoy
and jubilation to have the privilege to glorify
my venerable Siksa-gurudeva, His Divine
Grace Srila Bhaktivedanta Narayana Gosvami
Maharaja, on the most auspicious occasion
of his centennial celebration. Sri Gurudeva,
our spiritual master, who like a generous
prema-laden cloud poured upon us, without
discrimination, a rain of nectarean teachings
from the ocean of love of God, $r1 Caitanya
Mahaprabhu, the combined manifestation of
Srimati Radharani and $ri Krsna.

Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura
has explained thatto be a riipanuga (follower of
$rila Rapa Gosvami) means to proudly identify
as being a servant of the topmost ripanuga,
namely those bona fide gurus coming in his
line, the parampara. Those devotees who have
taken shelter of Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu,
who have taken shelter of madhurya-rasa (the
mood of transcendental amour between Sri Sri
Radha-Krsna), and who proudly maintain their
self-conception that they are the servants
of the followers of Srila Rapa Gosvami are
known as riapanuga. It is most befitting to

say that Srila Gurudeva is also a ripanuga in
the highest sense, to an amazing superlative
degree, as exemplified by his pastimes in this
material world.

When one studies carefully his lectures,
his question and answer sessions and books,
then, only, can one get a glimpse of his vast
understanding of the highly confidential
subjects of raganuga-bhakti and madhurya-
rasa. Srila Gurudeva has written about a
hundred books on bhakti-sastras. Also the
books he published in Hindi, namely Sri
Madhurya-kadambint,
Srimad-Bhagavatam, among others, are very

Ujjvala-nilamani,

esoteric and inspiring.

Since November 1977, Srila Gurudeva
has unwaveringly carried out the final
request by Srila Svami Maharaja [to help his
disciples], insightful guidance
and loving shelter to all who came to him
seeking guidance, and through the medium
of his English books, he gave his purifying

providing

association and divine realizations to sincere
seekers of truth all over the globe. Such was
the compassion and non-sectarian attitude of
Srila Gurudeva.

For more than half a century, Srila
Narayana Maharaja demonstrated and
exemplified the pure, unadulterated life of
utter dedication and loving service to his
gurudeva, Srila Bhakti Prajnana Kesava
Gosvami Mahar3ja, to Sriman Mahaprabhu,
and to the Divine Couple, Sri Sri Radha-Krsna
Yugala-kisora. Srila Gurudeva continued to

illuminate the path, all over the world for those
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who wished to discover and dive deep into the
ecstatic ocean of radha-dasyam, service to
the radiantly beautiful lotus feet of $r1 Krsna’s
dearly beloved, Srimati Radhika.

Srlla Maharaja had very affectionate
relationship with Srila Bhaktivedanta Vamana
Gosvami Maharaja and Srila Bhaktivedanta
Trivikrama Gosvami Maharaja, but he also
had a deep affection for all his godbrothers,
considering them to be extensions of his
gurudeva, and gave them appropriate respect.

Srila Maharaja was above sectarian
narrowness and was therefore dear to all.
Maharaja had endeared all the Vrajavasis
by his acts of compassion. He renovated
many rundown kundas, places of worship
within the 84 kosa of Vraja-mandala, and
performed many social welfare activities for
the Vrajavasis.

Srila Maharaja always respected the
acaryas of other sampradayas;, he never
belittled them,
honoured them. He would also, from time to

rather he respected and

time, call an assembly of scholars and followers
of other sampradayas and offer respect and
have discussion. In particular, every year he
arranged an assembly to glorify Srila Rapa
Gosvami, which lasted for several days giving
an opportunity to other speakers to glorify
him, and he would conclude last day with his
own astounding nectarean glorification of Sri
Rapa Gosvami.

E

As time passes on, I find that I have
become increasingly aware of your presence

in my life. Even after your departure from
this planet I am nevertheless inspired by
your immaculate character, instructions
and superlative examples and activities. On
the wonderful day of your disappearance, I
find myself reminiscing about all the special
memories of you that are stored in the deep
chambers of my heart. We are deeply touched
by the kind words of advice in Hindi that you
gave my family when you twice graced our
humble abode. We cherish happy memories
of your association each time you came to
preach in Murwillumbah and Brisbane.

Each time Srila Maharaja came to
Murwillumbah there were more than 300
devotees from here and worldwide anxiously
awaiting to hear the nectarine outpouring of
highly esoteric hari-katha. The mere presence
of Srila Gurudeva electrified the whole
atmosphere there. It was a uniquely wonderful
sight to behold. Hearing his hari-katha, the
devotees gathered there were surcharged with
new vigor and enthusiasm for bhakti.

Srila Gurudeva, we have seen time and
again how well-versed you are in the sastras,
how convincing you can be and how deep
your personal realizations of Lord Krsna,
Srimati Radharani and Sriman Caitanya
Mahaprabhu are. You exuded an aura of love
and compassion, humility, and with these
qualities you have endeared everyone, young
or old.

As a humble servitor of the Sri Gaudiya
Vedanta Samiti, Srila Narayana Maharaja
began to organize the annual Kartika Vraja
Mandala parikrama, which he continued to
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carry on up to his final days. Srila Narayana
Maharaja was requested by his gurudeva, Sri
Bhakti Prajnana Kesava Gosvami Maharaja
to build temples, asramas, and translate the
books of Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura and
the Gosvamis from Bengali into his native
language of Hindi, which he performed with
full vigor and enthusiasm.
With deep gratitude,
resolute faith, let us all offer puspanjali at

adoration and

the lotus feet of Srila Gurudeva, who is our
well-wisher, humbly begging him to shower
his abundant benedictions, thereby giving us
guru-nistha, which will enable us to cross this

A

‘ ‘ irst of all, I offer my most
Fhumble dandavat pranamas
to my paramaradhyatama guru-
padapadma om visnupdda paramahamsa
parivrajakdcarya  astotara-sata-sri  Srimad
Bhaktivedanta Narayana Gosvami Maharaja
and beg for his causeless mercy and heartly
blessings. Thereafter to the entire Rapanuga
Gaudiya guru-varga and all Vaisnavas and
Vaisnavis, past, present and future.

My only desire in writing is with the
aspiration to please Srila Gurudeva. If there is
anything I have experienced from being with
$rila Gurudeva it’s that being in his presence
gives me a joy which, apart from my earlier
meeting with Srila Gour Govinda Maharaja, I
had never before experienced. Since the soul

sea of nescience and give us the eligibility
to enter into the realm of prema-bhakti,
culminating to the highest stage, namely
radha-dasyam as brought by Sri Caitanya
Mahaprabhu and distributed freely by the six
Gosvamis of Vrndavana.

Aspiring for a particle of dust of the lotus
feet of Sr1 Hari, Guru and Vaisnavas

vancha-kalpa-tarubhyas ca krpa-sindhubhya eva ca
patitanam pavanebhyo vaisnavebhyo namo namah

Your humble servant
Murali-manohara dasa
(disciple of Mahavisnu Maharaja)

$ri $ri guru gaurangau jayatah

is ananda-mayo’bhyasat, joy seeking, it is
impossible to not want to try and please him.
Srila Gurudeva was once asked on a morning
walk, “How will I know if Gurudeva is happy
with me?” His answer was, “You will be happy.”
I am no pandita or psychic, but it was easy
to understand from the first time I saw Srila
Gurudeva that the joy I experience in his
presence far exceeds any other type of joy or
all of them combined.

As a teenager, it was a bit like trying
to be a good boy for Santa Claus. The only
difference was that trying to be good all year
meant chanting my rounds and studying his
and Srila Prabhupada’s books and in my case
specifically, just behaving. This in turn would
be rewarded with a glance, a pat on the back,



SRI GURU VANDANA - IN VENERATION OF SRI GURU

head or shoulder and in good years, a chat. And
the years that I wasn't good he would ignore
my existence entirely, until [ would get to the
point of almost having a mental or emotional
breakdown. A simple “How are you?” from him
would then fix that in a second.

Now that he has concealed his pastimes
in this world, the ‘rewards’ are also more
concealed. In theory, I understand from our
acaryas that there is no difference between
the Vaisnavas’ appearance in this world and
their disappearance from it. Both their arrival
and departure are their mercy. In $rila Parama-
gurudeva’s (Srila Bhakti Prajiana Kesava
Gosvami Maharaja’s) words, “Compelled by
mercy, they come to this world, and it is for
mercy’s sake that they also leave it.” I can see
from this statement how I would obviously
be attributing fault to the character of my
gurudeva by saying that he has left us.

However, I do miss how his blue eyes,
which while scanning an entire audience,
would catch mine, and raising just one of his
eyebrows, they would cause me to erupt in a
simultaneous joy and fear. I miss how when I
would ask him for his blessings, he would say,
“My blessings are always with you,” conveying
to me that it's my endeavour that is lacking,
not his blessings (and then later teaching
me that my endeavour also is only due his
blessings). I miss how he pointed at me and
lovingly laughed at all the stupid things I have
done, and still do. I miss how he messed up
my hair when I clearly spent a long time in
the mirror arranging it. But if he has not left
me, why am [ missing him? My mother once

told Srila Gurudeva that she was missing him,
and Gurudeva asked her, “Have I not given
you mantra? Are you chanting those mantras?
Then how can you miss me?” It is natural that
we all experience sadness in the physical
absence of Srila Gurudeva, but Srila Parama-
gurudeva’s words echo in my mind every time
I become sad: “We experience separation when
our pleasure is obstructed... The sadness we
now feel in his absence because we are not
getting those things is merely kamana (desire)
and bhoga (enjoyment).” What then does it
mean to miss him in the true sense?

Even though we are celebrating the 100th
appearance day of Srila Gurudeva this year
and my heart should be full of joy, I feel sad
because I miss him and even more sad because
I should not be missing him. In a contrary
way, | simultaneously experience so much joy
simply by thinking of $rila Gurudeva, talking
and writing about Srila Gurudeva and singing
the glories of Srila Gurudeva. Srila Gurudeva
explained so many times to us that viraha
is nothing but visesa-rapena-milana, or a
special type of meeting. And this is how we
can still be in the sanga of Srila Gurudeva.
In fact, as Srila Parama-gurudeva explains it
is viraha (separation) not milana (meeting)
that is beneficial for us. He explains that one’s
heart can become over familiar in meeting, but
feelings of separation will purify. This makes
me wonder again: on the one hand we should
not miss Gurudeva because he is always with
us, while on the other hand we need to miss
him, because this will ultimately burn our
anarthas better than any other way. What do |
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do? How do I miss him in the true sense?

One time in Spain Srila Gurudeva asked
me to stand up and repeat what Srimati
Syamarani didi had just spoken. I was not
able to repeat it and I was chastised by Srila
Gurudeva for thinking that simply travelling
and then sitting in front of him in class while
my mind is somewhere else is sadhu-sanga.
(He said a lot of more embarrassing things,
which I won't repeat...) I took for granted all
those years of festivals — winters in Germany,
summers in Europe, springs in Navadvipa
and autumns in Vrndavana. It was so easy
to ask him anything; everything was easy.
But now some hard endeavour is required.
Luckily, Srila Gurudeva explained once during
Janmastami in Mathura, that even though we
say Mother Yasoda's ropes for binding Krsna
were always two fingers too short [the two
fingers] representing endeavour and mercy, in
reality both fingers are mercy. We cannot make
any endeavour in bhakti without His mercy.
Therefore, with this offering I am praying for
a drop of His mercy.

I am begging all you Vaisnavas and
Vaisnavis for your mercy to help me, because
you are the true servants of my gurudeva
and therefore my true well-wishers, the true
worshippers or this 100th vydsa-puja. 1
know that my sadness cannot be true viraha
because, as Parama-gurudeva says, viraha
enhances the elegance of service. When some
service comes on my path, I should become
attached to it, but this is not happening to me.
I can see that I have forsaken many devotees
in assisting them with their services to Srila

Gurudeva. Does this mean I have barred
myself from entrance into the realm of true
viraha and true seva? Or is there still hope for
someone like me?

One of the first things I remember that
Srila Gurudeva said when he came to Holland
for the first time was that he had not come to
build temples of brick and stone but to build
temples in our hearts. He then explained in
detail the type of temple and who should
reside in it. This seems to be his inner heart’s
desire for us, his disciples. Not that temples
shouldn’t be built or that books and the holy
name shouldn't be distributed, but that we
ourselves should become qualified devotees
first. This is one of Srila Gurudeva’s main
teachings for me.

I pray not to fall into a state of lamentation,
where one becomes bewildered and thus
inactive, bereft of energy and capacity,
and afflicted by grief. The words “Don’t be
hopeless” spoken by Srila Gurudeva are
circling the globe, allowing us to plug in
and absorb those words till the end of time
and beyond, to continue reminding us and
empowering us, not to be hopeless, ever.

I am blessed with a lockdown, which is
forcing me to look even deeper within myself
for my Srila Gurudeva and my service to
him. Please, Srila Gurudeva, please help me
clean and build a temple in my heart. And all
Vaisnavas and Vaisnavis, please bestow upon
me a fraction of the qualification needed to
perform this mano’bhista seva, by which I will
give joy and experience joy, even more so than
being in his physical presence. The prospect
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of realizing Srila Gurudeva’s
everywhere, especially in my own heart, is
the only force that inspires me to keep going,
or rather, to finally start. I cannot thank you
all enough for spreading Srila Gurudeva’'s

presence

vani everywhere I look, online and offline,
reminding me of $rila Gurudeva over and over
again. Without you all, I would be lost.
Yours in the service of $ri Gury,
Ramananda dasa

(England)

Sata-varsiki vyasa-puja utsava-upalaksa
siksa-guru carana-kamale pusparnjali

An offering at the lotus feet of my siksa-guru

on the occasion of his centennial Vyasa-puja festival

he personification of $ri Gaura’s mercy is
TSri Ruapa Gosvami, and it was for his words
alone that the supremely glorious om visnupada
Bhaktivedanta
Narayana Gosvami Maharaja “Srila Gurudeva”

astottara-sata-$ri  Srimad
was like the cakora bird that pines only for
the purest of rainwater. The world is becoming
wholly blessed as it welcomes the grand and
blissful festival of his centennial vydsa-puja,
which is indeed drawing the attention of all three
worlds. On this cherished occasion, it is a festivity
of revelations regarding his immortal character,
exalted qualities, and peerless compassion that
will be diffused on to the canvas of his sincere,
confidential servants’ hearts.

sarva maha-guna-gana vaisnava sarire
krsna-bhakte krsner guna sakali saricare

Sri Caitanya-caritamrta (Madhya-lila, 22.75)

All the exalted virtues in existence dwell
in the body of the Vaisnava. All of Krsna’s

qualities are infused within Krsna's
devotees.

To which category of Krsna's devotees
does the above verse apply? To Bhagavan's
associates and the perfected devotees. Such
devotees are naturally infused with the
sum total of all of Bhagavan's qualities, not
just twenty-six of them. Here is presented a
mere intimation of just twenty-six of those
unlimited qualities, of which Srila Gurudeva is
a treasure house.

(1) Akrta-droha (non-malicious)

Srila Gurudeva, whose nature is selfless yet
eager for the supreme welfare of all, always acted
for the ultimate auspiciousness of all. If ever any
recipient of his mercy, due to a shortcoming
in their own nature, spoke out against him, he
would say, “This is Krsna's mercy. He is only
helping our preaching.” His utter lack of enmity
resembles that of Maharaja Yudhisthira. Even
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when the Samiti became divided, he never saw
anyone to be at fault.

(2) Krpalu (merciful)

Once, a brahmacari under his shelter trans-
gressed his vows and then, with tears in his
eyes, came to beg forgiveness. Other disciples,
however, requested that he be forbidden from
preaching. Srila Gurudeva’s response was: “He
left everything, home and family, and came to
perform bhajana of Bhagavan. I will forgive
hundreds of his mistakes. This matha is a
hospital. Here, some have jaundice, others have
tuberculosis, some have cancer. Here everyone
is sick. I am the only doctor.” He was the
personification of forgiveness, compassion,
and mercy.

(3) Sama (equanimous)

No one ever heard him saying, “This person is
my disciple, that person is Vamana Maharaja’s
disciple or Gour Govinda Maharaja’s disciple or
Svamiji’'s disciple.” No one, be they boy or girl,
man orwoman, old or young, everleft his doorstep
without being inundated with instructions in
bhajana. He saw every living entity as a servant
of Krsna. Equanimity and compassion like his
cannot be seen anywhere else.

(4) Nirdosa (flawless)

Whenever anyone gifted him with fine quality
shoes, shawls, etc., he would immediately offer the
item to Srila Parama-gurudeva or, in his absence,
to pujyapada Vamana Gosvami Maharaja. He was
forever untouched by Kali's five vices (gambling,
intoxication, illicit sex, violence, and wealth) and

tried to teach his followers to be the same. He
appeared in this world to distribute the supreme
wealth, not to collect material wealth. In his first
formal address in a foreign country, his words
were: ‘I have not come to take anything from
you. Rather, I have come to give you something.”

(5) Satya-nistha (dedicated to

truth)

Every moment of his life was rooted in service to
Bhagavan Sri Krsna, the Supreme Truth referred
to in the words “satyam param dhimahi —
I meditate on the Supreme Truth.” To this day,
mere mention of his name causes Mayavadis,
sahajiyas and other oppressors of the truth to
tremble. The objective of his life was service
to Srimati Radhika and he was fully devoted to
practising and preaching this truth.

(6) Maha-maha-vadanya

(greatly, greatly magnanimous)
$riman Mahaprabhu is known as maha-
vadanya and His maha-bhagavata devotees are
maha-maha-vadanya. Sriman Mahaprabhu'’s
great magnanimity was to gift to the world
what had never been offered before: the beauty
of Srimati Radhika's prema, as described by
the anarpita carim cirdat verse (Sri Caitanya-
caritamrta, Adi-lila 1.4). The fully ripened
seedless fruit of that wish-fulfilling vine of
Mahaprabhu’s magnanimity is Srila Gurudeva’s
great, great magnanimity, which is indicated by
the song yan kali riupa sarira na dharata. To
serve this cherished ambition (mano-’bhista)
of Sriman Mahaprabhu, Srila Gurudeva would
hint at secrets that are only realized when
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one’s bhajana is highly developed. If he had
not mercifully revealed the goal and process of
Gaudiya bhajana, we would be preoccupied only
with accruing the secondary fruits of chanting
the maha-mantra.

(7) Mrdu (gentle)

An incomparable gentleness was evident in his
character. Even Mayavadis and those who were
duplicitous, envious or arrogant would become
charmed by his extraordinary softness. As he cut
down misconceptions, he was sure to humbly
provide refined considerations in their place.
The anger that could be observed in him on
occasion was solely for ultimate benefit of the
soul. By means of his gentle and philosophically
robust talks, he raised the victory flag of Gaudiya
Vaisnava thought in countless assemblies.

(8) Suci (pure)
$ri Narottama Thakura sings, “tirtha jala pavitra
gune, likhiyache purane, se saba bhaktira
pravaricana, vaisnavera padodaka-sama nahe
ei saba, ja'te haya vanchita ptirana — The sanctity
of water in holy places written about in the
Puranas is but a ploy to attract people to bhakti.
No holy water is equal that which has washed the
feet of the Vaisnavas, for it fulfils all desires.”
Also, states, “yah
pundarikaksam sa bahyabhyantarah sucih —

scripture smaret
onewho remembers thelotus-eyed Lord is pure
inside and out.” He was foremost of the pure,
swan-like paramahamsas for he was, at every
moment, bathing in the ocean of remembrance
of the lotus-eyed Lord (Pundarikaksa) and His
associates. And again, to quote the words of

811 Narottama dasa, “tomdra hrdaye sada
govinda-visrama.... — he always carried the
source of all holy places, Sr1 Govinda, within
his heart and was hence a purifier even of holy
places.” Nevertheless, to teach others, he was
accustomed to various purificatory rites such
as bathing after solar or lunar eclipses and
performing dcamana before making a vow
(sankalpa) or performing any sort of worship.

(9) Akincana (free from possessions)

In this world, a lack of wealth is called poverty. In
the Vaisnava world, however, as Srila Sarasvati
Prabhupada has said, “kanaka, kamini, pratistha-
baghini, chadiyache jare sei to vaisnava — only
those whom the tigresses of gold, women, and
fame leave alone are Vaisnavas.” Having the
wealth of love for Krsna and abandoning the
above vices is the definition of akiricanata, or a
freedom from possessions. Though every luxury
itself sought the opportunity to serve him, he was
perpetually absorbed in his search for Krsna.
Even a semblance of the pratistha coming from
being an dcarya was never evident in him.

(10) Sarvopakaraka (a benefactor to all)

Srila Gurudeva was much like a transcendental
touchstone, but his benefaction was such that
it would deprive persons of the luxuries they
sought in this world and perhaps the next. He
was not merely passively selfless. He actively
spent his invaluable wealth [his bhajana] and
time trying to turn jivas towards Bhagavan. By
offering our every inclination to the service of
Krsna, he displayed his nature as the greatest
helper of all.
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(11) Santa (peaceful)

$rila Gurudeva was a treasure chest of profound
composure, staying busy during the lulls and
staying peaceful amid the commotion. Because
of his exclusive surrender to Krsna, in his life, he
displayed a fully matured peace of mind even in
the face of adversity. The ear-splitting noise of
Mathura’s all-night worship of Devi and wedding
parades, the onslaught of physical ailments, the
various calamities that befell the mission, and all
variety of threefold miseries could not disturb
his service to Krsna.

(12) Krsnaika-Sarana (exclusive
surrender to Krsna)

When parting from Sr1 Devananda Gaudiya
Matha occured, one of his disciples was very
upset. To console her, he said, “Why are you
upset? Whatever happened was by Krsna's wish.
So many pilgrims come for parikramathat Krsna
saw one matha was not enough, so He made a
division.”

When some created obstacles to his
preaching, he would say, “Whatever happens,
my tongue will not stop speaking Krsna's
katha” Krsna alone was the essence of his
whole life. He never encouraged amulets,
charms, appeasement of astrological deities,
vastu or anything of the sort. He would say,
“No astrological configuration can affect one
who does pure harinama.”

(13) Akama (free from lust)

With greatest enthusiasm, Srila Gurudeva
constructed mathas like Sri Rapa Sanatana
Gaudiya Matha, Sr1 Giridharl Gaudiya Matha,

Sri Sr1 Kesavaji Gaudiya Matha (Navadvipa)
and others, which are abodes of kirtaniyah
sada harih (constant kirtana of Hari), the best
medicine for our disease of material existence.
Bereft of worldly kama, or desires, and adorned
with infinite passion (kama) to serve Sri
Gaura’s desires, Srila Gurudeva was the living
personification of the topmost definition of
bhakti as given in the anyabhilasita sunyam
verse.

(14) Niriha (desireless)

He would go to great lengths to turn people
towards bhajana and then would offer them
at the feet of Srila Vamana Gosvami Maharaja.
Though adorned with all the virtues of an
dcarya, the aspiration for the position of an
dcdrya or any prestige was never perceived in
him. When Mathura residents would invite him
to their homes to give hari-katha, he would
tell them they need not be concerned with
providing prasdda or anything for him and the
brahmacarts accompanying him.

(15) Sthira (steadfast)

“First determine the goal of your bhajana, and
then perform bhajana to attain that goal.” “To
become the palya-dasis of Radhaji is the goal
of our lives.” With such memorable and nectar-
like utterances, he would usher those who
were already steady in their practice towards
the ultimate steadiness, as he himself was
the veritable source of such steadiness. Even
when he was out preaching till midnight, he
would wake up every day at 3:00 a.m. to chant

harinama, behold mangala-arati, perform
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sandhya-vandang, etc. And until he completed
his daily vows of chanting, he would not eat. He
was absolutely steadfast in his vows.

(16) Mita-bhuk
(free from cravings of the tongue)

Devoid of any mundane impulse of acquiring
items for personal indulgence, his character
was thoroughly endowed with yukta-vairagya.
He ate a balanced and simple diet, free of any
material predilection. One day he chastised me
gently: “Never use red chillies in cooking for
Krsna! His lips and mouth are very tender. He is
used to eating yoghurt, butter, cream and other
such things. He cannot eat anything too spicy,
sour, or salty.” The prasada he accepted had
these qualities that are pleasing to Krsna.

(17) Vijita-sad-guna

(free from the six impulses)

He was not only free from sad-guna (lust, anger,
greed, illusion, pride, and envy) and the six urges
[vaco-vegam etc.] but also controlled his bodily
necessities, emotions, and personal afflictions
by engaging them in the service of Hrsikesa. His
impulses, experiences, bodily transformations,
etc. were truly reflections of his exalted service
to Krsna.

(18) Apramatta (sober)

As he was always intoxicated with the service
of speaking krsna-katha and bereft of the ego
of being the doer, he was never touched by the
intoxication of illusion.

Sometimes, he would

jokingly say,

“Pajyapdda Vamana Maharaja gives birth to

disciples, and I clean their urine and stool.
(By this he meant that his role in service to
his gurudeva’s mission was to deal with the
anarthas of young devotees and nurture them
with siddhanta and katha.)

(19) Manada (respectful)

Though eternally situated in the supreme
position of being an associate of Sr1 Radha-
Krsna, he would accept the blessings of Vrajavasi
brahmanas, mothers, and pandas. He taught his
disciples: “If someone wants recognition, then
give it to them. Why hesitate to give them the
respect they want? Give them respect and do your
bhajana without disturbance.” Although capable
of any degree of sevd, he often encouraged his
disciples, saying, “I cannot do as much as you are
doing” or “I could do none of this without you.”

(20) Amani (humble)

One day, just as he was about to give hari-kathg,
he said to the listeners, “You people can happily
use the word Gosvami when saying the names
of pujyapada Vamana Maharaja and puajyapada
Trivikrama Maharaja, but it would be best if you
did not use it with my name. How exalted are Sri
Ripa, Sanatana and other Gosvamis, and where
am [771*

A reservoir of natural humility, he was a
pure Vaisnava, bereft of any hankering for
prestige. For many, many years he would get

1 As mentioned, Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja
spoke this in his humility. Since it is incumbent
on a disciple to refer to his gurudeva with utmost
reverence, many years later, he permitted the
inclusion of “Gosvami” in his name.
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angry if anyone tried to perform guru-pajato
him or say jaya-dhvani for him.

(21) Gambhira (grave)

Once he was sitting by the window of his
bhajana-kutira in Sri Kesavaji Gaudiya Matha
in Mathura, immersed in the depths of a sacred
text, when a disciple addressed him and startled
him. He looked up, annoyed and with somewhat
of a glare. He could be sitting on his asana,
taking a stroll, staring off into the distance,
sitting with his eyes closed or absorbed in some
conversation or activity -- it was hard to know
where he really was. Sometimes he would say, “I
go somewhere, but then these people catch my
feet and pull me back here.”

(22) Karuna (merciful)

His mercy is indescribable. Though women
are forbidden from living in Gaudiya Mathas
and though I am utterly unworthy, he let me
stay in Sr1 Kesavaji Gaudiya Matha. Once he
said to the resident brahmacaris, “Uma is
also a brahmacari” (Brahmacar? means “one
who wanders in brahma for His service”) He
constantly encouraged and nurtured me in
bhakti and provided me with every facility.
For this reason, I am incapable of seeing any
difference between him and my diksa-guru, Srila
Bhaktivedanta Vamana Gosvami Maharaja.

At the fervent request of Western devotees,
his heart melted and he set out, in his old age,
disregarding every manner of inconvenience,
to nourish and deliver the living entities who
are gripped by anarthas from the threefold
miseries of maya. His worldwide preaching,

his mathas and asramas, and his plentiful
collection of books [he published] continue to
shower his immortal mercy even to this day.

(23) Kavitva (poetic)

His Hindi was very charming. His language
was the finest of poetry, full of inconceivable
feeling, choice words, poetic embellishments,
and charming intonation. Examples of this are
the kirtanas he wrote: Sri Guru Carana-kamala
Bhaja Mana and Vraja-jana-mana-sukhakari.

(24) Maitri (friendship)

His incomparable friendship with his two
godbrothers Srila Vamana Gosvami Maharaja
and Srila Trivikrama Gosvami Maharaja was
so profound a bond that the world knew these
three dcaryas as “three bodies with one soul”.
He had an extraordinary bosom friendship with
Srila Trivikrama Maharaja that is rarely, if ever,
seen anywhere. He maintained friendships with
and rendered service to all Vaisnavas in the Sri
Sarasvata line, not just his godbrothers. As a result,
he was the recipient of respect and the abode of
shelter for devotees in all Gaudiya Mathas.

He was always ready to lend any and
all assistance necessary. Once, a group of
thugs attacked Srila Bhakti Dayita Madhava
Gosvami Maharaja’'s matha in Gokula and
vandalized the deities. Srila Gurudeva got the
police involved and lent his assistance with
legal matters.

Another time, some troublemakers took
possession of 811 Vinoda-vani Gaudiya Matha
near Kaliya Daha, leaving the matha residents
homeless. $riman

Srila Gurudeva sent
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Subhananda Brahmacari (Bhaktivedanta
Tirtha Maharaja) and other matha-vdsis to
free the matha from the clutches of those
thugs, thus reinstating the matha residents in

their services and protecting the matha.

(25) Daksa (expert)

Srila Parama-gurudeva, om visnupada astottara-
sata-$r1Srimad Bhakti Prajnana Kesava Gosvami
Maharaja, himself would praise the khicadi
Srila Gurudeva used to make. At that time,
Srila Gurudeva was also a renowned kirtaniyd.
Though he wielded all manner of expertise in
the service of Krsna, his speciality was $ri krsna-
lila-kathane su-daksam — expertise in narrating
$ri Krsna'’s pastimes. He was expert in everything
from managing parikramdas and running the
matha to deity worship, preaching, cooking, etc.

(26) Mauni (silent)

Since his talkativeness about Krsna was unbri-
dled, he was the crest-jewel of maunis. Others,
worldly practitioners of silence, are internally
talkative about the objects of the senses, though
externally, they may be silent. Srila Gurudeva was
the complete opposite. He shunned all gossip,
as Srila Prabhupada taught, but when it came
to speaking krsna-katha, he would erupt like a
volcano.

“Aprakrta-vastu nahe prakrta gocara —
the transcendental substance is not subject to
the purview of material senses.” My bhajana-
$iksa-guru was not an ordinary person, a
person of this world. The truth that Srimad
Bhagavad-gita expresses with the words
“janma karma ca me divyam — My birth

and deeds are divine” applies not only to Sri
Krsna but to His associates as well. Hence it
is said, “na devam adevam arcayet — without
becoming divine, you cannot worship the
Divine.” In other words, one who is not
established in a similar disposition cannot
possibly worship or venerate him. While my
efforts to glorify him are likened to trying to
behold him with the help of a glow-worm, the
wise kindly accept it as an attempt to purify
myself and my words.

On the occasion of this inspiring festival, I
humbly request those who consider themselves
to be his followers to allow for some reflection:
Why did we take shelter of him? If we do not
dutifully follow the process he taught, will we
ever be able to grasp his mercy? Will bhajana
ever be possible without fully matured
conviction (nistha) in his tender lotus feet?
How much of a spiritual relationship have
we developed with him? Do we just repeat the
divine knowledge he gave us like parrots, or
instruments, or have we absorbed it in our
hearts, in our conduct?

Scripture states, “bhaja dhatu iti sevayam-—
the verb root bhaja connotes service.” From
this, some assume that the efforts of the
material subtle and physical bodies constitute
bhajana. 1 encourage them to study the
difference between arcana and bhajana
described by Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati
Thakura Prabhupada in his foreword to Srila
Bhaktivinoda Thakura's Bhajana-rahasya. If
serving guru and the Vaisnavas does not rouse
an inclination to serve harinama, and if serving
harinama does not rouse an inclination to
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serve guru and Vaisnavas, then that engagement
is not actually harinama or seva. Without
bhajana, all one’s efforts, such as service,
hearing, association, worship, etc., are only toil,
because relationship is lacking. People exerting
themselves thus are disregarding the mantra
and harinama given by guru.

Once, when a disciple who had served
$rila Gurudeva tirelessly for many, many years
ended up returning to his home and getting
married, I approached Srila Gurudeva and
presented the doubts I felt, to which he said,
“Because he did not do harinama, serving me
could not protect him.”

Hence, it is imperative to render service in
tandem with performing bhajana.

One may see that the scriptures stress the
importance of sadhu-sariga — sadhu-sanga
sarva sastre kaya—but it is only when one truly
asssociates with a sadhu, if for but a moment,
that one attains all perfection — lava-matra
sadhu-sanga sarva-siddhi haya. To truly
associate with a sadhu means “samyak ripena

- ear Srila Bhaktivedenta
D Narayana Gosvami
Mabharaja,
I offer my most humble obeisances at
your divine lotus feet.
This offering is for your centennial cele-

bration, 100 years of divine service. Just like
my Srila Prabhupada, Srila A. C. Bhaktivedanta

gamanam — to follow them in all respsects.”
Simply being greedy to hear their hari-katha is
not the real meaning of sadhu-sanga. Without
following the path taken by sadhus, shallow
hearing will not be of much benefit. If we have
been “associating with sadhus” for years but
have not progressed, then how valuable has
our sadhu-sariga been?

Hence, without getting involved in illusory
affairs, we must engage in serving Srila
Gurudeva’'s innermost desires. We must do
so with a true sense of relationship and with
offerings of our heartfelt tears. To develop
such a relationship is why we took shelter of
him in the first place. This is the only means to
attain his mercy. There is none other.

S8r1 Guru-Vaisnava-carana-sevabhilasini,

(Desiring to serve the lotus feet of Sri
Guru and Vaisnavas)

Ayogya (unworthy)

Uma

om gjniana-timirandhasya jnananjana-salakaya
caksur unmilitam yena tasmai $ri-gurave namah

Svami Prabhupada, you are still serving, giving
and caring for all, by your nectarean books,
your sincere followers and your direct mercy.

After my Srila Prabhupada left this
world, I still served for many years within his
mission but eventually felt that I was not able
to access the incredible truths and deep, deep
experiences [ once had and that I longed to



SRI GURU VANDANA - IN VENERATION OF SRI GURU

again touch. At this point [ want to stress [ am
not laying blame anywhere. Others may have
had completely different experiences. I am
simply recounting my own.

So at a certain point, I prayed and cried
to Srila Prabhupada, “Where is what you gave
me? [ am not able to find it anymore.” I cried
daily and deeply, and that is when you, Srila
Narayana Gosvami Maharaja, somehow came
to the very town I was living in, a few streets
away in fact, and gave evening classes.

I saw, to my surprise, that you also were
“other worldly” as was my Srila Prabhupada
but with quite a different personality. I was
given some of your books and that was the
beginning of my journey with you at my Srila
Prabhupada’s side.

As soon as I read your books, everything
$rila Prabhupada had said and all my earlier
deep experiences fell into place, and a treasure
chest of wonders opened before me. Your books
fitted one hundred percent with my previous
experiences, which was to me amazing. But
like pieces of an unmade jigsaw puzzle, they
did not make a clear picture. On reading
your books I was immediately transported
into the divine depths of Srila Prabhupada’s
own books and the incredible depths of the
inner feelings of Srila Prabhupada’s heart. Of
course, it is impossible to truly touch on those
depths of his heart, but even to touch on a tiny
fraction of a ray of those feelings is enough to
purify and satisfy us for eternity.

You have been the perfect siksa-guru
for me, because $iksa-guru deepens our
relationship with our diksa-guru, and that is

what you did. You always told me, “You are
Svamijr’s,” and yes Srila Prabhupada is on the
throne of my heart. I would never been able to,
or want to, take him off. But you are also now
sitting on the side of that throne, along with my
$rila Prabhupada, just as your own gurudeva,
811 Srimad Bhakti Prajnana Kesava Gosvami
Maharaja, would have our Srila Prabhupada
sit on the same platform as him when our Srila
Prabhupada visited. And you will sit there in
my heart as his dear friend always. I am so
deeply grateful, for my heart was hankering
for the depth that is in your books.

So, my dear $iksa-gurudeva, some of
the wonderful things I learned from you that
I hadn’'t understood before putting all the
pieces of the jigsaw puzzle together when I met
you and read your books are as follows.

The first thing I came to understand was
that Srila Prabhupada had an eternal form in
aprakata-vraja. Having not read much and
having a very simple mind, I had wondered
how Srila Prabhupada could be in the spiritual
world in an elderly body, although that sounds
ridiculous to me now. I just knew I wanted to
serve and return to the spiritual world. What
that entailed or meant — the process — I didn't
understand at all. I just wanted to go there and
serve Radha and Krsna.

Second thing: I had always understood
that we had to be one-pointed in our bhakti,
and I had always had an attraction for Radha
and Krsna, so how did Lord Caitanya (who
all the devotees seemed to talk about all the
time and very little directly about Radha and
Krsna), fit in and I still be one-pointed? I was
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always too afraid to ask. In your Manah-siksa
you approach this very point in question and
answer form. “So how can we be one-pointed?
Radha and Krsna, and Caitanya Mahaprabhu
seems like two.” Answer: “Lord Caitanya is
non-different from Radha and Krsna. He is
just Them in another amazing form, and so we
are still one-pointed.”

Third, I learned the three internal reasons
for Caitanya Mahaprabhu's appearance and
indeed how He is non-different from Sri Sri
Radha and Krsna, and all the deep esoteric
teachings of this subject matter, which are
eternally unlimited and ever expanding.

[ also learned an incredibly important
point, that, although Srila Prabhupada will
always be on the throne of my heart because
he saved me, he brought this incredible, high
teaching and presented it in such a way that
somehow or other I was able to enter that
divine path of spiritual revelation. He bent
to the floor for us — I can never forget. But
there are also other pure devotees serving
their own given missions and also deserving
of respect, love and appreciation, and they
are also are teaching in different ways and by
their personal example. And most importantly,
I learned that not everyone spoke against our
$rila Prabhupada or misunderstood him.

Another very important thing I learned
fromyou, SrilaMaharaja, ishowto reconcilethe
seeming differences between the statements of
pure devotees. Pure devotees speak on three
levels: apara-vicara, tattva-vicara and rasa-
vicara. According to our level we will hear or
read things in different ways, noticing certain

statements and not others. Pure devotees
present things in their own, individual way,
but when understood properly, it is clear that
they do not disagree on siddhanta.

Besides that, you taught the difference
between vaidhi- and raganuga-bhakti. Until
I met you, I had no idea that by perfecting
vaidhi-bhakti one goes to Vaikuntha, and
that only raganuga-bhakti can take us to
our goal of Vraja, but now I see that it is very
clearly stated in Srila Prabhupada’s Caitanya-
caritamrta purports.

You taught the meaning of greed. Srila
Prabhupada also stated from scripture “the
only price is greed.” If a serious sadhaka, after
many years of sevd, is not allowed to read
further subject matter, he will not be able to
develop to deeper levels. Some may be fine
with that. No problem; nothing should be false,
but if someone is serious and genuinely has
that aspiration and taste, they should not be
stopped from hearing that subject matter.

For myself, I do not consider myself
qualified for raganuga-bhakti. It may take
me lifetimes to get to that level, but what I can
truly say is that I love hearing about it, I love
reading about it and thinking about it. I know
that's where I want to end up. Right from the
beginning it is where I wanted to end up, but
now I have more details. Without hearing
about this subject matter, there is an emptiness
to my practices. This is all totally in line with
Srila Prabhupada’s purports and his guidance
in Caitanya-caritamrta on which books to
read, and in line with your guidance also, Srila
Gurudeva.
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I am not pretending to be something I am
not. There are many more advanced than me
on deeper levels, but I am extremely grateful to
have a head full and a heart full of divine aspi-
rations as I traverse naturally along the path
under the guidance of sadhu, sastra and guru.

My Srila Prabhupada was so incredibly
expert in how he gave Krsna consciousness to
the world in such a way that all could come,
some way or another, closer to the reality
of their original selves. He tricked so many
people and is still gathering masses of people
by tricky means, people who have no idea
of their own welfare or of his spider’s web
gradually catching and entangling them in
the web of Sr1 Caitanya Mahaprabhu'’s loving
network. He gave everything, especially in his
Caitanya-caritamrta. You are also expert in
your field and so giving to all, complementing
and opening up our Srila Prabhupada’s
purports. I can only speak for myself, but
you have expanded my Srila Prabhupada’s
glories and shown me that he gave the world
and all of us more than I had ever understood.
I had seen the “height of the mountain Srila
Prabhupada”, but I had not understood the
“depth of the mountain Srila Prabhupada”.

The divine loving sentiments of $ri Sri
Radha-Krsna that Caitanya Mahaprabhu came
and magnanimously distributed to the world,
those sentiments were swelling and surging
in Srila Prabhupada’s heart at all times as
many saw externally over the years when he
could not contain his emotions. You, Srila
Maharaja, allowed me to understand a small
snippet of those inner churnings of Srila

Prabhupada’s heart that I previously had not
understood. You, Srila Maharaja, helped me
put together the pieces of the jigsaw puzzle
of my previous experiences and make a
picture that made things much more clear.
You, Srila Maharaja, were the one that Srila
Prabhupada seemed to choose to send me to,
for further understanding of the path of his
teachings. Krsna and guru are in our heart,
they understand us better than we understand
ourselves, and they sent me to you. They may
send someone else to another pure devotee,
and of course, Srila Prabhupada is nourishing
all within his mission.

Pure devotees are not competitive or
envious in a materialistic way. Whichever way
an individual sadhaka is guided, as long as the
siddhanta is correct, does not really matter.
So much fighting and arguing for nothing.
All are working together for the same goal,
to get us out of the material nature and our
misidentification and to help us understand
our real natures as servants of Krsna, and
ultimately, for those fortunate souls it applies
to, as a servant of Radharani (radhya-
dasyam). Better to maturely discuss than fight.
It is maya’s trick: divide and conquer.

You, Srila Maharaja, gave me so many
understandings. I am truly grateful for all you
have given. I close my offering here. Offering
my dandavat-pranamas hundreds of times at
the lotus feet of all our predecessor acaryas,
my own Srila Prabhupada and yourself, Srila
Bhaktivedanta Narayana Gosvami Maharaja.
I am remembering the kindness you have
shown me in writing this for your centennial.
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You sit by Srila Prabhupada, who is on the
throne of my heart, like two friends together,
working together for the same ultimate goal
and both showering your loving kindness
upon all jivas, especially the devotees.

An afterthought, I could have told some
of the sweet pastimes of yours that you were

\f

vande ‘ham s$ri-guru-varam
Sri-rupanuga-pravaram

vraja-rasa-rasikam ca
ndarayanam tar prapannam

I surrender myself and offer prayers to
that most exalted $ri guru, Sri Srimad
Bhaktivedanta

Maharaja, who is the best amongst the

Narayana Gosvami
followers of Srila Rapa Gosvami, and who
is always absorbed in relishing vraja-

rasa.

irst, I offer my most humble obeisances in
Fthe dust of the lotus feet of my diksa-guru,
nitya-lila-pravista om visnupada astottara-
sata Sr1 Srimad Bhaktivedanta Narayana
Gosvami Maharaja. Next, I also offer my most
humble obeisances in the dust of the lotus
feet of nitya-lila-pravista om visnupada
Bhaktivedanta
Svami Maharaja, Srila Prabhupada, whose

astottara-sata-$ri  Srimad
glorious teachings found me languishing in
America and led me to a path on which my
guru-mahdrdja came and rescued me.

Dear Srila Gurudeva, all glories to you on
the auspicious occasion of your vydsa-puja.

kind enough to engage me in, but this offering
contains, I feel, your true gift both to me and
to the world.
Aspiring to become a true servant of the
servant of the servant,
A very fallen but deeply grateful soul,
Yasasvini dasi

(England)

What you told us is so true, that we will never
be able to repay our guru or our guru-varga
for pointing us toward this raganuga-pravrtti
[developing the inclination to do raganuga-
bhakti], which leads to the ultimate sublime
benefit. Yet, try we must.

Who are you that you so mercifully
‘relinquished your blood' to write books, elu-
cidated with moonbeams that illuminate the
path of spontaneous devotion, and translate
for hours, days, months, and even years, for
fallen jivas like me? Some of us, who never
even saw the need to go beyond liberation are
now given an opportunity to take advantage
of the essence of all advice! You painsta-
kingly traveled the globe, appearing at festival
after festival, you spent endless long hours
working at your desk, you held thousands
of darsanas, and so much more in order to
instill in us the true jaiva-dharma. And with
the insight we received from you, we knew we
were walking with a saint.

You must be the harmonist whose divine
knowledge helps us to discover the prameya®

2 The subject proven by pramana, or evidence.
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so that we can peacefully reconcile and see our
gurus as one in siddhanta and one in heart.
You are teaching us to appreciate why
going beyond Vaikuntha is necessary. Because
of your divine encouragement, we endeavor to
take seriously the quest for discerning the true
sentiments of the soul. In that supreme realm is
where we'll find pure bhakti. In some lifetime,
someday, not caring about how far away the
prayojana seems, we'll possess nistha and will
realize that walking with a saint all the way to
Goloka-Vrndavana is the only thing we want
to do. This journey of the soul is not only to
meet the Butter Thief. More so you are leading
us to the ultimate pinnacle of devotion where
we can learn the way of love and relish the

ajnana-timirandhasya jnananjana-salakaya
caksur unmilitam yena tasmai sri-gurave namah

mukam karoti vacalam pangum langhayate girim
yat-krpa tam aham vande $ri-gurum dina-taranam

o properly glorify $ri guru, one must
Tunderstand who he is. To understand
him, one must serve him. And to serve him, one
must follow his instructions. As a disciple of
$rila Gurudeva in name only — someone who
has not followed his instructions, not rendered
any service to him, and certainly not understood
who he is — I have no hope of being able to
offer a homage suitable for the occasion of his

astonishing taste of bhakti-rasa that we’ll
receive from your “Everything”, your Svamini
who controls Krsna, the Lord of Sweetness.

Alas, Srila Gurudeva, on this special
event, the 100th anniversary of your divine
appearance, | humbly petition you, for I'm
desiring that which is rarely achieved. I'm
begging you to keep me in your merciful
glance birth after birth so that the glorious
reality of pure, unadulterated bhakti will not
just remain a distant dream for me. I have no
qualification unless you give me qualification,
and my only hope is you.

Running behind you and weeping,

Premavati dasi

(Florida)

Remembrances of Srila Gurudeva
on the One-Hundredth Anniversary of His Divine Appearance

centennial vyasa-puja. But remembrance of
the pure devotee always brings auspiciousness,
so for the sake of my own purification, I will
endeavour to recount a few of Srila Gurudeva’s
pastimes that he kindly allowed me to witness.
May he graciously forgive any faults in my
recollection of these episodes and allow the
lessons that he sought to impart with them to
enter into my heart. ...

The scriptures of the Gaudiya Vaisnava
canon all extol the virtues of the sad-guru.
From the Sanskrit verses of the ancient
Upanisads to the Bengali compositions of
Gaudiya dacaryas such as Srila Narottama dasa
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Thakura and Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura, they
all express the compassion and beneficence
of the fully realized personalities who come
to this world solely for the sake of delivering
the Supreme Lord’s mercy and saving the
conditioned souls.

I was fortunate to have some exposure to
these works from a young age, in the books
and lectures of Srila A. C. Bhaktivedanta Svami
Prabhupada. I would often wonder where
the “bona fide spiritual master’ that Srila
Prabhupada frequently mentioned could be
found. I used to wish that Prabhupada could
be my guru, but he had already disappeared
from this world years before I was born. Some-
times I would feel despondent about whether I
could ever meet a spiritual master of such a
high calibre.

By the grace of Srila Prabhupada, my
family eventually came to hear of an exalted
personality named $r1 Srimad Bhaktivedanta
Narayana Gosvami Maharaja from several
followers of his who attended our home
programs. We were immediately attracted by
their descriptions of his saintly qualities and
also by the copies of his books and lectures
that they gave us. Over the course of several
months, our desire to meet him grew stronger
and stronger.

The devotees encouraged us to go to Srila
Gurudeva's annual hari-katha festival in New
Braja (Badger, California), but there were a
variety of obstacles in the way. Just as it began
to seem impossible that we would ever have
his darsana, through a number of incredible
circumstances my family somehow reached

Badger in June 1998. We were a few days
late to the festival and arrived in the middle
of his morning class. He saw us approaching
the pandal and interrupted his lecture for a
moment to invite us to sit.

Andsobegan Srila Gurudeva’s affectionate
guardianship over my entire family. From
that moment on, he would accept us as his
own and guide us away from the darkness
of material existence and onto the luminous
path of bhakti. Whether we understood an iota
of our good fortune or not, he would forever
maintain his loving watchfulness over us.

It continues to astound me that we once
had the opportunity to be in the presence of
such a transcendental personality. Clearly,
Srila Gurudeva was not of this world. His body
had all the symptoms of a maha-purusa, his
complexion held a lovely golden radiance, and
his all movements were graced with a special
artistry and sweetness. His brilliant blue eyes —
the features that would immediately draw
attention when one encountered him for the
first time — were like windows into the spiritual
realm. Each of his attributes combined to
make an ethereally beautiful figure who could
only be an eternal associate of Sri Caitanya
Mahaprabhu.

But even more remarkable than his
external features were his internal ones. Srila
Gurudeva embodied every single quality that
the learned personalities of the past have
related in their poetry and songs. He was fully
versed in all philosophical subject matters
and could answer any question posed to him
with numerous references to both ancient and
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modern Vaisnava texts. He was completely
renounced from the material world, without
even a hint of interest in mundane wealth or
prestige. And he was also the personification
of humility and unparalleled in his compassion
for others.

Indeed, Srila Gurudeva’s generosity toward
the souls of this world defies description. At
an advanced age, he went abroad more than
thirty times to disseminate the principles of
pure bhakti everywhere. Although he could
have remained fully immersed in his bhajana
within the holy dhama, he accepted many
hardships to travel to some of the remotest
locations of the earth and encourage everyone
to chant the holy name. His pure association
transformed the lives of countless individuals,
and his message of love uplifted all who were
fortunate enough to hear it.

He showed my family tremendous kind-
ness by staying at our house once each
summer during the last few years of his
manifest pastimes, thus allowing us to witness
his wonderful qualities at close range and in
vibrant detail. With ordinary people, when
one spends time with them in a familiar
environment, all their flaws and hypocrisies
become apparent, but with Srila Gurudeva it
was the opposite experience. The extent of
his perfection and the complete alignment
between his words and his actions was truly
astonishing to behold.

Although he was an eternally liberated
associate of the Lord, he played the part of the
ideal sadhaka to demonstrate how to engage
in bhakti-yoga. Of course, his standard of

devotional practice was so high that it was
totally inconceivable for someone like me.

Every moment of his day and night was
devoted to the service of his worshipable guru-
padapadma, Sri Srimad Bhakti Prajnana Kesava
Gosvami Maharaja, Gauranga Mahaprabhu,
and the Divine Couple. Even when his health
was fragile, he continued to translate and
provide commentary on the sacred Vaisnava
texts, as instructed by his spiritual master
many decades earlier. To ensure the conti-
nuation of pure bhakti, he illuminated the most
confidential of scriptures and revealed the
most unprecedented of spiritual knowledge.
The books and articles he wrote constitute a
veritable treasure-house for present and future
generations of Gaudiya Vaisnavas.

I recall how sometimes Sripada Madhava
Maharaja would leave Srila Gurudeva’s writing
tray outside of his room in order to give him
an opportunity for rest. However, Gurudeva
would come outside searching for the tray and
take it back inside his room himself. It seemed
far too heavy for him to carry on his own, and
we would try to take it from him, but he always
insisted on carrying it himself.

Srlla Gurudeva was continually under
the guidance of his holy master. I remember
passing by his door one morning when he
was narrating to Sripad Madhava Maharaja
the instructions that he had received from
Srila Parama-gurudeva in his dream the prior
night. Gurudeva’s surrender to his spiritual
master was automatic and fixed. Even when he
would yawn, he would immediately say, “Jaya
Gurudeva.”



PART TWO: EXCERPTS FROM THE OFFERINGS OF DIKSA & SIKSA DISCIPLES

Among my most cherished memories
of Srila Gurudeva is his morning lecture on
the first day of Kartika in 2008. This was, of
course, also the disappearance day of Srila
Parama-gurudeva. Speaking in Bengali, he
beautifully described how even though he
had taken birth in a place of barbarians, his
supremely munificent guru-maharaja had
saved him from the ocean of material existence
by grasping his sikha and placing him in the
nectarean service of Sri Sri Radha-Krsna. He
was openly weeping as he described Srila
Parama-gurudeva’s exceptional contributions
to the
Gurudeva's guru-nistha knew no bounds.

Gaudiya Vaisnava community.
Completely dedicated to carrying out the
mission of his spiritual master, $rila Gurudeva
was exceedingly regulated in his daily routine
to maximize the time available for his writing
and other services. He performed activities at
exactly the same time each day, often relying
on a tiny old pocket watch that he would carry
with him. He was especially punctual about
the timing for chanting his gayatri-mantras.
One time, Srila Gurudeva had the door to
his room open while doing his ahnika and I
had a brief glance at his sitting form, which was
the very picture of concentration. Whenever I
hear Srila Gurudeva’s lectures about how we
should always chant the mantras given to us
by our guru with great honour and respect, I
reflect on the image in my mind of him doing
exactly that. Gurudeva was very tall, but in his
older age, he had become a little more stooped
in posture. However, this was not at all the
case when he did his ahnika. He was sitting

up so straight that he appeared to be about 8
or 9 feet tall, and his right arm was at an exact
perpendicular angle to his body. He remained
perfectly still, so immersed was he in chanting
his mantras with care.

In the mornings, Srila Gurudeva would
sing beautiful songs, very softly, in a barely
audible voice, that sounded like music
descended directly from the spiritual world.
In my entire life, I have never heard anything
more lovely and euphonic. And in the evenings
as he would chant harinama, the entire room
would be filled with a golden-saffron light
that seemed to emanate directly from his
transcendental body. There are no words to
describe how captivating he looked in those
moments.

We hear of the devotion and renunciation
of the six Gosvamis in Srila Srinivasa Acarya’s
Sad-gosvamyastakam. Our Srila Gurudeva
embodied these qualities as well. He lived so
simply, accepting only those things that were
absolutely essential to the maintenance of his
body. He wore ordinary cotton cloth that was
soft from use and repaired where holes had
developed. He also took the simplest foods —
only a little bit of fruit in the morning, and at
noon and in the evening, very plain vegetables
cooked with few spices and no ghee. He would
never accept anything opulent for himself and
always engaged whatever he received in the
service of Sri Sri Guru and Gauranga.

It was evident that money held no
attraction for him whatsoever. When I was in
Badger in 2008, I was fortunate to observe
his interaction with one of his disciples.
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She brought him some flowers along with
a check for $68,000. He scolded her a little,
saying, “What is this? Didn’t you already give
me $18,000 or $24,000 just a few days ago?”
She explained that she would like to give him
everything that was hers. Gurudeva wiped a
tear from his eye, and then he tore the check
into many pieces and returned it to her hands,
explaining, “No, this will not happen. This
cannot happen. Even if the money stays with
you, it will be mine.” Seeing that she had started
to feel badly because he was not accepting her
offering, he added, “In the future, you will give
me even more, a lot more.”

I heard later that Srila Gurudeva’s
prediction came true. This devotee understood
that he was giving her a test. Srila Gurudeva
wanted to see whether she had any lingering
attachment for the money she was offering.
She became resolved in her desire for him
to accept her donation, so the next year she
gathered up her additional earnings and
wrote him a check for $108,000, which
Srila Gurudeva mercifully accepted for the
construction of his temples in $r1 Govardhana
and Sri Navadvipa-dhama.

When Srila Gurudeva stayed in our house,
he demonstrated through his example how
simply and without any material attachments
he expected us to live as well. My family’s
house would be considered small by Western
standards, but Srila Gurudeva referred to it as
a raja-prasada (palace fit for a king). He also
made a remark about a tiny old television set
that was in our living room, which we only used
for occasionally watching the news. Gurudeva

would brook no compromise on the path of
bhakti and, through these lessons, instructed
us to give up our worldly desires.

S$rila Gurudeva came to our house four
times in total, each visit for about three to five
days, including during the summer before
his disappearance from this world. We had
been requesting him to visit for years, but
as he became advanced in age, it seemed an
impossibility, so we eventually stopped asking.
Then very unexpectedly, he told us himself
that he would come to our house the next year
when we saw him in Los Angeles during the
summer of 2006. Srila Gurudeva’s heart was
softer than a lotus flower. Whenever someone
asked him for a benediction, he could not
refuse that person.

Whenever Srila Gurudeva glorified his
own guru-mahardja, he spoke not only of his
inconceivable potencies but also of his loving
exchanges with his disciples and followers.
Our Srila Gurudeva, too, was such an expert
in stealing the hearts of his disciples. We
experienced this directly the very first time
he visited our home. By engaging with us like
a member of the family — including teaching
my sister and me how to chant, how to sing
kirtanas, and how to study the sdastras; giving
my sister the opportunity to decorate his
room and make elaborate garlands for him;
allowing my mother to cook for him three
times a day; and involving my father in
various personal services — he enabled us
to feel a happiness unlike anything we have
ever experienced, and he took our hearts in
his pocket when he left.



PART TWO: EXCERPTS FROM THE OFFERINGS OF DIKSA & SIKSA DISCIPLES

I possess neither the intelligence nor
the understanding nor the words to venerate
a rarefied personality such as our Srila
Gurudeva. My neophyte endeavour to do so
here has undoubtedly been less successful
than that of the dwarf who wishes to capture

the moon.
Jagad-guru  nitya-lila-pravista  om
visnupada astottara-sata-sri Srimad

Bhaktivedanta Narayana Gosvami Maharaja is
a direct associate of $r1 Caitanya Mahaprabhu
and also of the Divine Couple. His qualities

.
f A\\?& D andavat pranamas and my
4 sincere humble obeisances
at the lotus feet of Srila Gurudeva, the guru-
parampard, and all the devotees.

Srila Gurudeva established New Braja
Village School in Badger, CA, and I had the incre-
dible blessing of being able to attend the school
from my elementary years until I reached high
school. I am feeling very nostalgic writing this
because while in gurukula, all the students
would write offerings to Srila Gurudeva every
year to give to him on his vydsa-puja day.
As a child I remember writing such things as
how I was doing in school, asking how he was
doing, telling him slokas I was learning or how
I would help make garlands on appearance
days. I especially remember writing to him
every year, telling him how much I miss him
and how I couldn’t wait for the next Badger
festival so I would finally get to see him again.

are transcendental and unlimited. On the most
auspicious occasion of the one-hundredth
anniversary of his divine appearance on this
earth, I pray to him that one day he will bestow
upon me the qualification to realize even a
drop of the ocean of his glories — and that one
day I will develop a speck of understanding
of my immense good fortune to have once
had the opportunity to take the dust of his
beautiful lotus feet upon my head.
Fallen and insignificant,

Kundalata dasi1

Now, writing an offering as an adult, nothing
has changed. So I write:

To my dear Srila Gurudeva, my ultimate
teacher, father, and thief of my heart, I miss
you. I know that it’s just your physical form
that has left this world. I know that you are
always with me and will never leave me. But
I still miss seeing your side-long glance, your
lotus feet, and your smile.

Every day I try to find ways to stay inspired,
to stay close to your lotus feet, and see your
hand in all aspects of my life. I know you are
always with me, protecting me and keeping my
heart in your pocket.

You gave me everything. I kind of struck
devotional gold. My mother, Nitya Manjarl
dasi, met you in 1996, just one week after I
was born and asked that you take away all her
attachments. In reply, you said that you would
place Krsna in her heart and He would provide
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everything. In doing so, you also gave the same
to me. You gave me an amazing, inspiring,
humble, beautiful devotee mother to put and
keep me on the path of bhakti. But then if I
wasn't lucky enough, you gave me the most
perfect community of devotees for a child to
be raised in, devotees who are dedicated to you
and your mission and especially to keeping us
kids on the right path. Then, four years later,
you gave me my best friend, my soul mate,
Subhadra devi dasi, whose friendship has
never faded through the years and as such has
kept me close to you. Without you, [ wouldn't
have any of these things and wouldn't be who
[ am today.

I know you're always here and have
neverleft, but it's been so hard without your

are Krsna, Srila Gurudeva!
HKoti koti dandavat-pranama'
Do you remember me, my master?
Even before I was born, you interacted with
me. [ was in the womb of my mother when she
was initiated by you and given the gopala-
mantra. At that very moment, you blessed me.
There is no doubt that whatever good I have
has only been given by you.
Srila Gurudeva! The second meeting was
a life-changing encounter for me. It was when
you came to Faridabad. One close disciple
urged you to come to our house. That time,
we had a small house, and that too on the
first floor. You could not climb the stairs, so

physical presence. That's the real test though,
isn't it? — how we are without your physical
form in front of us. I never want to lose sight
of who I am and everything you've given me.
It's been so long since I've written an offering
for you; too long, but it is flowing out of me as
easy as it is to breathe. Thank you for keeping
my heart in your pocket all these years, for
guiding me, and for being my father. I want
nothing more than to make you proud and
continue on the path of bhakti.

And so [ will end just as I did as a kid: How
are you? Where are you right now? Are you
having fun? I can’t wait to see you again.

Forever your darling daughter,

Visnu-priya devi dasi

(Badger)

GRAND DISCIPLES

your disciples carried you. During this second
meeting, [ was just 3—4 months old. My mother
placed me on your lap $rila Gurudeva. You
asked my parents, “What is his name?” They
replied, “Bharatendu.” You closed your eyes
for a moment and spoke, “His name is Kesava
dasa.” You yourself changed my name and
gave me the name Kesava, and this is the
greatest wealth I have. Do you remember
all this? I don’'t. My mother told me about all
these encounters with you. And I feel blessed
whenever I recall all these encounters.

Later, during my childhood, we used to
visit you [in Mathura] every year on Guru-
purnima. There, thousands of people used to
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come from all across the world just to have
one little glance of you, Srila Gurudeva. That
time, I was too small to understand the reason
for tears coming in the eyes of people there
simply upon seeing you, Gurudeva. But now I
am understanding your divine personality.

Iwas 13 years old when you entered nitya-
lila. I was unaware of your role in my life back
then. I could never develop any feelings or
closeness with you until I enrolled for Audio-
Seva two years back in 2018. The statement
“We can have real darsana through our ears,
not through our eyes” became evident to me
when every day I started hearing your sweet
yet strong words, Srila Gurudeva. I started
developing a little relationship with you. You
started coming in my dreams, blessing me.
I felt I was personally associating with you.
Nothing was lacking. Your voice is enough
to provide one with the topmost association
anytime and anywhere in this world.

N
5 . .
Ll < 1l glories to om visnupada
astottara-$ata-sri  Srila
-y - Narayana Gosvami Maharaja!

Words are not my best friend, but I
will and I must attempt to pen them for our
Srila Gurudeva. He is a treasure chest that is
overflowing continuously with the spiritual
knowledge; knowledge that is the truth and
knowledge that is deeper than the deepest
ocean. When I first came into his association,
I was only 9 or 10 years old and had no
understanding of who he was. Even as I grew

Unfortunately, I could never understand
your glories and things that you have given
me, Gurudeva. But still, you made me the most
fortunate, by giving me your little, yet life-
changing, association.

Like the Sun, who never leaves the Earth
bereft of his sunlight, in the same way, Srila
Gurudeva, you also never keep us bereft of
your blessings. I make innumerable offences.
Please rectify me. I am constantly begging for
your mercy. [ wrote some broken lines for you.

I was never qualified to get your mercy;
still, you rectified me with all the courtesy. I
was never inclined to accept God; still, you
outlined the philosophy to this clod.

I can never repay you till the end of the
time, but I can pray to serve you with all my
might.

Kesava dasa (Faridabad, India)
Disciple of Sripada Bhaktivedanta
Siddhanti Maharaja

up, I couldn’t make the best of his association.
Now after listening to his audio recordings
and reading his books, I realize [ was so near
and yet so far; [ realize what [ have missed. He
went to such lengths to translate and simplify
the knowledge for fools like me. The books
he has authored, the lectures he gave, are
invaluable.

The most cherished memory I have with
Srila Gurudeva is at vydsa-puja at Mathura
Matha one time. [While offering prayers to
him] I jumbled a few words and had to pause
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to open the Giti-guccha (Vaisnava song book).
$rila Gurudeva didn't get upset or angry. He
just chuckled and let me pick up.

The way he raised his hand from far
to give blessings, the way he called me his
daughter, the way he welcomed us at the
matha entrance on our return journey from
Govardhana annakita... and so many more
snippets of association.

I am glad beyond bounds for getting these
once-in-a-lifetime opportunities. At times I
feel my Krsna consciousness is like waves in
the ocean, not steady — improving sometimes
But Srila
Gurudeva’s words keep me away from anxiety:

and diminishing sometimes.

*" = Dear Srila Gurudeva,
. ‘:: & First of all I offer my
e "_

. ananta-koti  dandavat-pranamas
‘"'Q' at the lotus feet of my dear most diksa-
gurudeva, pujyapada Bhaktivedanta Sr1 Vana
Gosvami Maharaja, and in the same way I offer my
ananta-koti dandavat-pranamas unto the lotus
feet of my dearmost siksa-gurudeva, om visnu-
pada paramahamsa astottara-sata-$ri Srimad
Bhaktivedanta Narayana Gosvami Maharaja. Also,
I offer my unlimited dandavat pranamas unto
the lotus feet of Srila Bhaktivedanta Trivikrama
Gosvami Maharaja, Srila Bhaktivedanta Vamana
Gosvami Maharaja and Srila A. C. Bhaktivedanta
Svami Maharaja, and I offer my unlimited dandavat
pranamas unto the lotus feet of our entire guru-
parampara and all ripanuga guru-varga.
I am offering my puspanjali to Srila Gurudeva
for his centennial vyasa-puja. Though I have

“I will take you there, no matter how many
lifetimes it will take; you just need to have
that strong conviction.” At the celebration of
his centennial, I offer my humble obeisance
unto his lotus feet and deeply pray to him to
always keep me in his sight, keep giving me his
association and the association of devotees,
and to keep pulling me forward towards the
goal, no matter how bad a child I may be.
Insignificant and aspiring servant

Usa dasi (Dubai / Noida)

Siksa disciple and grand disciple
Disciple of Sripada Bhaktivedanta
Madhava Maharaja

no qualification at all, [ am writing this on the
basis of the views of senior Vaisnavas and my
own experience of listening to Srila Gurudeva’s
wonderful hari-katha. I am highly fortunate
to seek the shelter at the lotus feet of Srila
Gurudeva. Although I never met Srila Gurudeva
in person, I strongly feel a hearty connection
with him through his nectarean hari-katha.
I got connected with Srila Gurudeva
through the Brisbane Bhakti Sanga, and I
am very grateful to Sr1 Prakasa prabhu and
811 Acintya-gaura prabhu and family for the
same. When I started visiting Bhakti Brisbane
Sanga, I saw a big photo of Srila Gurudeva, and
felt some sort of connection, thus becoming
attracted to Srila Gurudeva. I experienced real
and pure spirituality there. I regularly had
the good fortune to hear Srila Gurudeva’s
glorification by his disciples and Vaisnavas.
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In March 2018, I was highly fortunate to
participate in Srila Gurudeva’s Audio-Seva
and this was a milestone for me. From the
moment [ started listening to Srila Gurudeva’s
hari-katha, 1 had a tremendous experience
that Srila Gurudeva, by his hari-katha, was
so strongly and forcefully pulling me out of
this material life. After that, I do not know
what happened to me and I got completely
captured by him. I was highly inspired by
his sweet hari-katha and could not stop
myself. I kept going on and on, listening to his
wonderful hari-katha. It was all his mercy and
I was highly benefited by this. I am eternally
indebted to him. As  mentioned earlier, I never
met Srila Gurudeva in person, but I feel a deep
connection with him through his hari-katha,
teachings and instructions.

I always think about $rila Gurudeva and
wonder how it was possible for him to give
such a large number of high-class lectures
and to publish so many books? The answer
is as he was not an ordinary person. He came
from the spiritual world to fulfil his mission.

Hare Krsna! Jaya Sri Sr Guru and Gaurdnga!
om ajnana-timirandhasya jnananjana-salakaya
caksur unmilitari yena tasmai Sri-gurave namah

h, how it is possible that Bhagavan has sent
Osuch an amazing person as you! Never in
my material life have I seen so many amazing
qualities in one person! Continuously, year after

I feel highly privileged to be in this
Gaudiya Vaisnava parampara by the mercy of
Srila Gurudeva. All our sannydsis, speakers
and followers of Srila Gurudeva are giving
the foremost hari-katha. It is all due to his
contribution. Srila Gurudeva gave his training,
inspiration and mercy to all of his followers.

In conclusion, I truly believe that Srila
Gurudeva has given us the supreme, topmost
thing on the path of bhakti and that there is
nothing beyond that point to achieve. He is
our real eternal master and guardian.

I pray to Srila Gurudeva that he always
keeps me at his lotus feet and under his
guidance.

vancha-kalpa-tarubyas ca
krpa-sindhubhya eva ca
patitanam pavanebhyo

vaisnavebhyo namo namah

Aspiring for the mercy of Srila Gurudeva,

Ajay-krsna dasa (Brisbane, Australia)
Disciple of Sripada Bhaktivedanta
Vana Maharaja

year, more and more facets %
of your transcendental

nature are opening and melting hearts

around the world, granting amazing spiritual
strength of so many kinds: the strength to resist
the negative influence of the Age of Kali; the
strength to practise bhakti and the hope of

gaining spiritual perfection.
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The seeker of the Absolute Truth will find
in your lectures everything from A to Z, from
how to live in harmony with each other to a
deep explanation of tattva-siddhanta, to the
practice of bhakti with the highest taste of
serving Srimati Radhika in the mood of Her
maidservant.

I know that there are prayers to Narasirmha
for protection in difficult situations, but every
time I am in danger, when anarthas cover my
consciousness and there is no way to cope
alone, I call on your name. For just as the
name of Krsna is non-different from Krsna
Himself, the name of the guru is not different
from the guru himself and is just as powerful.
“Srila Narayana Gosvami Maharaja ki jaya!” 1
exclaim when I listen to your lectures, when
I see how your disciples are progressing
spiritually, when I feel very bad, and when
my heart is weak and needs protection. Just
as Krsna has all the power, so His eternal
associates have all the power to pull us out of
the depths of material existence.

Your pranama-mantra says: auddrya
madhurya.... Oh, how amazing is your
sweetness and generosity! It is a spiritual
generosity, which opens our eyes, sheds

light on the nature of things, on the Absolute
Truth and moreover on the highest mood
of serving Sri Radha and Krsna — radha-
dasyam. Of course, these are all lofty words
and not supported by personal realization,
but still your glory is such that even such
small and immature devotees like me come
to the realization that there is no need to seek
spiritual support from anyone but you. There
is no need to strive to collect knowledge from
different sources but only to listen to your
lectures, gathering strength to live in harmony
and practise bhakti.

Trusting in your inspiring words that even
in three lifetimes one can achieve perfection,
I pray at your feet in the hope of spiritual
development, liberation from anarthas and
the attainment of eternal service to the Divine
Couple.

All glories to Srila Narayana Gosvami
Maharaja!

Your eternal servant

Indumukhi dasi (Russia)
Disciple of Sripada Bhaktivedanta
Madhava Maharaja
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Srﬂa Bhaktivedanta Narayana Gosvami
Maharaja's contribution to the line of Sri
Caitanya Mahaprabhu is significant and unique,
and his thorough, explanation of the reasons for
Stiman Mahaprabhu's descent, supported by
numerous scriptural references, breathed new
life into devotees throughout the world.

Superiors, peers and subordinates testified to
his authenticity: his absolute dedication to his
own guru and the Gaudiya line, his relish of
refined precepts, his pristine descriptions of
vraja-lila, his glorifications of Srimati Radhika
and devotion to Her, his vast erudition, his
immaculate practices and conduct, his utter
detachment from this world, his endless
compassion for others...

It is for this reason that Sri Guru Vandana, a
compilation in honour of his centennial
appearance day, begins with dcaryas’ writings on
guru-tattva and ends with homage to him.




I he real symptom of a disciple is that he has offered everything
at his guru’s lotus feet. “May everyone in the world, not just me,
become the servant of my guru.” A genuine disciple should desire
such an attitude. To serve §ri guru, a real disciple gathers the best
flowers [souls] in the world and places them on his offering tray. It is
this self-surrendering tendency that is guru-puja, or seva. Such a
tendency is not of this world, being born of Vaikuntha ideals.

[t is thus essential for us to wait to encounter that guru-padapadma
who is dedicated to Truth, who is fearless and powerful. It is
inappropriate to accept as one’s guru a person who himself is under
the sway of illusion and lowly. It is only by the touch of a
transcendental entity (nirguna-vastu) that the jiva’s contemptibility is
demolished. Destroyed are all the vices of that living entity who is
sheltered at the lotus feet of a mahapurusa.

Srila Bhakti PrajiianaKesava Gosvami -Maharaja
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