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Foreword
(translated from the first Hindi edition)

Today I am most joyful to be able to present this Hindi edition
of Sri Sankalpa-kalpadrumah to the faithful reader. This scripture
is composed by the crown jewel among Sri Gaudiya Vaisnava
acaryas, the greatly learned scholar, Srila Visvanatha Cakravarti
Thakura. Just as Srila Jiva Gosvami’s Sri Sankalpa-kalpadrumah
is like a table of contents of the pastimes described in his Sri
Gopala-campuh, this book by Sri Visvanatha Cakravarti is like
an index of his own Sri Krsna-bhavanamrta. This Sri Sankalpa-
kalpadrumah is originally the twenty-first prayer of Srila
Visvanatha Cakravarti Thakura’s Sri Stavamrta-lahari.

Although many editions of Sri Sankalpa-kalpadrumah are
available in Bengali and Hindi, Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura’s
Bengali translation, on which we have mainly based this present
Hindi edition, is from various points of view unequalled. This
particular translation will enable the learned devotees in the
line of Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura and Srila Bhaktisiddhanta
Sarasvati Thakura to further appreciate the importance of this
book by Srila Visvanatha Cakravarti Thakura.

There are a total of 104 verses in this Sri Sankalpa-kalpadrumah.
In the first 88 verses, the author anxiously prays to Sri Vrsabhanu-
raja-nandini Srimati Radhika to be able to perform intimate
seva to Her. In the next three verses (89-91), he humbly prays
to the great personalities in his guru-parampara, mentioning the
names of their eternal spiritual forms; and in verses 92-94, he
prays to attain the guidance of Mafjulali Sakhi, Guna Mafjari,
Rasa Matijari, Bhanumati, Lavanga Mafijari, Rapa Mafijari and
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others. In the following verses (95-103), he prays to Sri Krsna (or
Sri Gaurahari), to Sri Lalita-devi, to Sri Visakha-devi, to all the
priya-sakhas and priyanarma-sakhis, to Sri Giriraja-Govardhana,
to Sri Radha-kunda, to Yogapitha, to Sri Vrnda-devi and to Sri
Gopisvara Mahadeva for his aspirations to bear fruit. In the
last verse (104), the author indicates the state of his heart and
advises the devotees who have a strong desire to relish the ocean
of Sri Sri Radha-Krsna’s playful pastimes in Vrndavana to take
shelter of this Sri Sankalpa-kalpadrumah with great faith.

Srila Visvanatha Cakravarti Thakura himself is an eternal
associate of Sri Sri Radha-Govinda. For the supreme welfare of
the qualified sadhakas, however, he has clearly described here
what the ultimate ambitions of the bhakti-sadhakas coming in
the line of Sriman Mahaprabhu should be and has also shown
how these ambitions can enter one’s heart. And at the same
time, he has delineated how to accept the guidance of the
residents of Vraja in order to fulfil these ambitions.

After taking shelter of this desire-tree of auspicious resolve
presented by Srila Visvanatha Cakravarti Thakura, that is to
say, in order to attain the desire for the seva described in this
compilation, one should sincerely, and without duplicity, with
body, mind and words, remain under the guidance of devoted
persons who are completely immersed in this seva. These
topmost, incomparable and transcendental aspirations can then
quickly be fulfilled. Thus, the name of this book, Sri Sankalpa-
kalpadrumah, is appropriate, because it makes one’s desires bear
fruit. The sadhaka’s life attains success only when the impetus to
obtain these transcendental aspirations appear in the heart by
the causeless mercy of the guru and Vaisnavas.
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Foreword

When Sriman Mahaprabhu prescribed to Srila Raghunatha
dasa Gosvami his duties, He concluded by saying, “vraje radha-
krsna seva manase karibe — render service within the mind to
Sri Sri Radha-Krsna in Vraja” (Sri Caitanya-caritamrta, Antya-
lila 6.237). From this instruction of Sriman Mahaprabhu, it is
clearly understood that He is inspiring all practising devotees,
through the example of Srila Raghunatha dasa Gosvami, to
attain this kind of qualification.

In this present literary work, manasi-seva, or the remembrance
of the eightfold daily pastimes of Sri Sri Radha-Krsna within the
purified mind, has been specifically described. However, in order
to attain the qualification for such remembrance, the practising
devotees should also carefully follow the other instructions of
Sriman Mahaprabhu, such as in Sri Caitanya-caritamrta, Antya-

lila 6.236-7:

gramya-katha na sunibe, gramya-varta na kahibe
bhala na khaibe ara bhala na paribe

Do not listen to ordinary talks, do not speak about ordinary
matters. Do not eat palatable dishes and do not dress
opulently.

amani manada hana krsna-nama sada la’be

Do not expect any respect, but offer it to others. In this way,
always chant Sri Krsna’s holy name.

If these instructions are not followed, one’s efforts will only
result in anarthas, or desires unbeneficial for spiritual life, not
artha, or prosperity.
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The Life History of Srila Visvanatha
Cakravarti Thakura

Srila Visvanatha Cakravarti Thakura appeared in a family of
brahmanas from the Radhiya community of the Nadiya district
in West Bengal. He was celebrated by the name Hari-vallabha
and had two elder brothers, Ramabhadra and Raghunatha.
During his childhood, he completed his study of grammar in
the village of Devagrama. He then studied devotional scriptures
at the home of his spiritual master in the Saiyadabada village
of the Mursidabad district. While living in Saiyadabada, he
wrote Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu-bindu, Ujjvala-nilamani-kirana and
Bhagavatamrta-kana. Soon after, he renounced household life
and went to Vrndavana, where he wrote many other books and
commentaries.

After the disappearance of Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu and
the six Gosvamis of Vraja, the current of unalloyed devotion
(suddha-bhakti) continued to flow through the influence
of three great personalities: Sri Narottama dasa Thakura,
Srinivasa Acarya and Sri Syamananda Prabhu. Srila Visvanatha
Cakravarti Thakura is fourth in the line of disciplic succession
coming from Srila Narottama dasa Thakura.

A disciple of Srila Narottama dasa Thakura, Srila Ganga-
narayana Cakravarti Mahasaya, lived in Balucara Gambhila in
the Mursidabad district. He had a daughter named Visnupriya
but no sons, so he adopted a devotee named Sri Krsna-carana.
Krsna-carana was the youngest son of another disciple of Srila
Narottama dasa Thakura named Ramakrsna Bhattacarya, who
was from the Varendra community of brahmana families. Sri
Krsna-carana’s disciple was Sri Radha-ramana Cakravarti, the
spiritual master of Srila Visvanatha Cakravarti Thakura.

8 IV o~
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Foreword

In Sarartha-darsini, Srila Visvanatha Cakravarti Thakura’s
commentary on Srimad-Bhagavatam, he has written the following
verse at the beginning of rasa-panicadhyayi, the five chapters of
the Tenth Canto that describe Sri Krsna’s rasa dance with the

gopis:

sri-rama-krsna-ganga-caranan natwa gurinuru-premnah
srila-narottama-natha sri-gauranga-prabhum naumi

Here, the name “Sri Rama” refers to Srila Visvanatha Cakravarti
Thakura’s spiritual master, Sri Radha-ramana; “Krsna” refers
to his grand-spiritual master, Sri Krsna-carana; “Ganga-
carana” refers to his great grand-spiritual master, Sri Ganga-
carana; “Narottama” refers to his great-great grand-spiritual
master, Srila Narottama dasa Thakura; and the word natha refers
to Srila Narottama Thakura’s spiritual master, Sri Lokanatha
Gosvami. In this way, he offers obeisances to all those in his
disciplic succession up to Sriman Mahaprabhu.

Refuting the opinions of the atibadi Rapa Kaviraja

Hemalata Thakurani was the learned Vaisnavi daughter of
Srinivasa Acarya. Once, an estranged disciple of hers named
Ripa Kaviraja concocted his own doctrine, which opposed the
philosophical conceptions of Gaudiya Vaisnavism. He taught
that the position of dcarya could only be occupied by one in
the renounced order, never by a householder. Ripa Kaviraja’s
aim was to completely disregard the necessity of following vidhi-
marga (the path of regulated devotional practice) and propagated
a so-called raga-marga (doctrine of spontaneous attraction)
that was undisciplined and disorderly. His new doctrine stated
that one could abandon the practices of hearing and chanting
and practise raganuga-bhakti by remembrance alone. For this,
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Hemalata Thakurani ensured that Rapa Kaviraja was expelled
from the Gaudiya Vaisnava community. Since that time,
Gaudiya Vaisnavas have known him as an atibadi, a person
from one of the eleven unauthorized sahajiya communities that
concoct their own method of devotional service.

Fortunately, Srila Cakravarti Thakura was present at this time,
and he refuted Rapa Kaviraja’s false conclusions in his Sarartha-
darsini commentary on the Third Canto of Srimad-Bhagavatam.
Srila Cakravarti proved unequivocally that qualified householder
descendants of an dacarya may act as acarya. He said that it is
unlawful and contrary to the statements of scripture for unfit
descendants of acarya families to adopt the title “Gosvami” out
of greed for disciples and wealth.

Householder disciples in the line of Sri Nityananda Prabhu’s
son Virabhadra and descendants of the rejected sons of Sri
Advaita Acarya award and accept the title “Gosvami”, an
action considered improper by Vaisnava dcaryas. Although Srila
Cakravarti Thakura acted as an dacarya, in order to instruct
the foolish and unfit descendants of acarya families of modern
times, he personally never used the title “Gosvami”.

Protecting the honour of the Gaudiya Vaisnava sampradaya
through Srila Baladeva Vidyabhusana

When Srila Visvanatha Cakravarti Thakura became very old,
he spent most of his time in a semi-conscious state, deeply
absorbed in bhajana. During that time, a debate broke out in
Jaipur between the Gaudiya Vaisnavas and other Vaisnavas who
supported the doctrine of svakiyavada, or the Lord’s pastimes of
wedded love.

The Vaisnavas from the antagonistic camp had led King
Jaya Singh II of Jaipur to believe that the worship of Srimati
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Radhika with Sri Govindadeva is not supported by the scriptures.
Their contention was that Srimati Radhika’s name is neither
mentioned in the Srimad-Bhagavatam nor in the Visnu Purana,
and that She was never married to Sri Krsna according to Vedic
injunctions.

The antagonistic Vaisnavas further objected that the Gaudiya
Vaisnavas did not belong to a recognized sampradaya, or line
of disciplic succession. From time immemorial, there has been
four Vaisnava sampradayas: (1) the Sri sampradaya (disciplic
succession headed by Laksmi-devi, the goddess of fortune), (2)
the Brahma sampradaya (the disciplic succession headed by Lord
Brahma), (3) the Rudra sampradaya (the disciplic succession
headed by Lord Siva) and the Sanaka (Kumara) sampradaya (the
disciplic succession headed by Sanaka-kumara, the eldest of the
four sons of Brahma).

In this age of Kali, the principal dcaryas of these four
sampradayas are, respectively, (1) Sri Ramanuja, (2) Sri Madhva,
(3) Sri Visnusvami and (4) Sri Nimbaditya. The antagonistic
Vaisnavas said that Gaudiya Vaisnavas were outside these four
sampradayas and therefore without pure lineage. Further, they
argued that because Gaudiya Vaisnavas did not have their own
commentary on Brahma-siitra (also known as Vedanta-sutra, the
philosophical treatise written by Vyasadeva, which consists of
succinct aphorisms that embody the essential meaning of the
Upanisads) they could not be regarded as a genuine Vaisnava
sect belonging to any genuine disciplic succession.

Maharaja Jaya Singh knew that the prominent Gaudiya
Vaisnava dacaryas of Vrndavana were followers of Srila Rapa
Gosvami, and he invited them to Jaipur to take up the challenge of
the Sri Ramanuja Vaisnavas. Srila Cakravarti Thakura was very
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old at the time and fully absorbed in the transcendental bliss of
bhajana, so he sent his student Srila Baladeva Vidyabhusana to
address the Jaipur assembly. Gaudiya Vaisnava vedantacarya Sri
Baladeva Vidyabhusana, the crown of the assembly of learned
scholars and the greatest among exalted teachers of Vedanta,
left for Jaipur, accompanied by Srila Cakravarti Thakura’s
disciple Sri Krsnadeva.

The caste gosvamis had forgotten their own connection
with the Madhva sampradaya and disrespected the Gaudiya
Vaisnavas’ doctrinal view, saying it has no connection with
Vedanta. This caused considerable disturbance to the true
Gaudiya Vaisnavas. Srila Baladeva Vidyabhasana, however, used
irrefutable logic combined with powerful scriptural evidence to
prove the Gaudiya sampradaya to be a pure Vaisnava sampradaya
in the line of Sri Madhvacarya, called the Sri Brahma-Madhva-
Gaudiya-Vaisnava sampradaya. Srila Jiva Gosvami, Srila Kavi
Karnapura and other previous dcaryas also accepted this as
fact. The Gaudiya Vaisnavas accept Srimad-Bhagavatam as the
natural commentary on Vedanta-sutra. For this reason, no one
in the Gaudiya Vaisnava sampradaya had written a separate
commentary on Vedanta-sutra.

The name of Srimati Radhika, the personification of
the pleasure-giving potency (hladini-sakti) and the eternal
beloved of Sri Krsna, is mentioned in various Puranas. Srimati
Radhika is referred in a very concealed and mystical manner
in various places throughout Srimad-Bhagavatam, particularly
the Tenth Canto in connection with the description of the
Lord’s Vrndavana pastimes. Only rasitka and bhavuka devotees
conversant with the conclusions of scripture can understand
this confidential mystery.
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In the learned assembly in Jaipur, Srila Baladeva
Vidyabhusana refuted the arguments and doubts of the opposing
party, and they were silenced by his presentation. He established
that the Gaudiya Vaisnavas are in the disciplic succession of
Sri Madhvacarya. Despite his victory, however, the contesting
party did not accept the Gaudiya sampradaya to be of pure
Vaisnava lineage, because the Gaudiyas had no commentary on
Vedanta-siitra. Srila Baladeva Vidyabhusana therefore composed
the famous Gaudiya commentary, Sri Govinda-bhasya. Once
again, the worship of Sri Sri Radha-Govinda commenced in the
temple of Sri Govindadeva, and the validity of the Sri Brahma-
Madhva-Gaudiya sampradaya was firmly established.

It was only on the authority of Srila Visvanatha Cakravarti
Thakura that Sri Baladeva Vidyabhasana composed Sri Govinda-
bhasya and proved the connection of Gaudiya Vaisnavas with
the Madhva sampradaya. There is no scope for any doubt in this
regard. This accomplishment of Srila Visvanatha Cakravarti
Thakura, performed on behalf of the sampradaya, will remain
inscribed in golden letters in the annals of Gaudiya Vaisnavism.

Attainment of the meaning of the kama-gayatri by the mercy
of Srimati Radhika

Srila Visvanatha Cakravarti Thakura has described a special
event in Mantrartha-dipika, a book personally compiled by him.
Once, while studying and teaching Sri Caitanya-caritamrta, he
came upon a verse (Madhya-lila 21.125) describing the meaning
of the kama-gayatri-mantra:

kama-gayatri-mantra-rupa,  haya krsnera svarupa,
sardha-cabbisa aksara tara haya
se aksara ‘candra’ haya,  krsne kari’ udaya,
trijagat kaila kamamaya

~ 1X o~

@



Sri Sankalpa-kalpadrumah

The kama-gayatri is identical with Sri Krsna. In this king
of mantras, there are twenty-four and a half syllables, and
each syllable is a full moon. This aggregate of moons causes
the moon of Sri Krsna to rise and fills the three worlds with
prema.

This verse establishes that the kama-gayatri is composed of
twenty-four and a half syllables, but despite deep deliberation,
Srila Visvanatha Cakravarti Thakura could not ascertain which
syllable in the mantra was the half syllable. He scrutinized
grammar books, Puranas, Tantras, scriptures dealing with drama
and rhetoric, and other great texts. Among the vowel and
consonant groups in Sri Harinamamrta-vyakarana, the Sanskrit
grammar methodology of Sri Jiva Gosvami, he found mention of
only fifty letters. He studied the arrangement of letters (matrka)
in texts such as Matrkanyasa, and in the Radhika-sahasra-nama-
stotra of Brhan-naradiya Purana, he found that Vrndavanesvari
Srimati Radhika is also named Paficasad-varna-rapini, one
whose form is composed of fifty syllables. In all the literatures
he studied, however, he found mention of only fifty vowels and
consonants. There was no mention of any half syllable.

Srila Visvanatha Cakravarti Thakura’s doubt increased. He
wondered whether Srila Krsnadasa Kaviraja Gosvami may have
made a mistake in his writing. Of course this could not have
been possible, as Srila Kaviraja is omniscient and therefore free
from material defects such as falling into illusion or error.

If the fragmented letter “t” (the final letter of the kama-
gayatri) were taken as the half syllable, then Srila Krsnadasa
Kaviraja Gosvami would be guilty of the fault of disorder, for in
Sri Caitanya-caritamrta (Madhya-lila 21.126-8) he has given the
following description:
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sakhi he! krsna mukha—dvija-raja-raja
krsna-vapu-simhasane, — wvasi’ rajya-sasane,
kare sange candrera samaja

dui ganda sucikkana,  jini’ mani-sudarpana,
sei dui purna-candra jani
lalate astami-indu,  tahate candana-bindu,
sei eka purna-candra mani

kara-nakha—candera thata,  vamsi-upara kare nata,
tara gita muralira tana
pada-nakha-candra-gana,  tale kare nartana,
nupurera dhvani yara gana

In these lines, Srila Krsnadasa Kaviraja Gosvami describes Sri
Krsna’s face as the first full moon; His cheeks are two full moons;
the dot of sandalwood on the upper portion of His forehead is
the fourth full moon; and just below this is the moon of the
eighth day (astami), in other words, a half-moon. According to
this description, the fifth syllable is a half syllable. Yet if the
fragmented “t”, the final letter of the kama-gayatri mantra, is
seen to be a half syllable, then the fifth syllable cannot be seen
as such.

Srila Visvanatha Cakravarti Thakura was in a profound
dilemma because he could not decipher the mysterious half
syllable. He concluded that if the syllables would not reveal
themselves, he would be unable to behold the worshipful deity
of the mantra, and that if he could not obtain the audience of
the deity of the mantra, it would be better to die. Thinking this
way, he set out at night to the banks of Radha-kunda, to give up
his life.

After the second division of the night had passed, Sri
Cakravarti Thakura fell into light sleep when the daughter of
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Vrsabhanu Maharaja, Srimati Radhika, appeared before him.
“O Visvanatha, O Hari-vallabha,” She said affectionately, “do
not lament. What Srila Krsnadasa Kaviraja has written is the
absolute truth. By My grace, he knows all the inner sentiments
of My heart. Have no doubt about his statements. The kama-
gayatri is a mantra to worship My dearly beloved and Me, and
We become revealed to the devotees through the syllables of this
mantra. No one can know Us without My kindness. The half
syllable is described in the book Varnagama-bhasvat. It was after
consulting this text that Sri Krsnadasa Kaviraja determined
the actual identity of the kama-gayatri. Study this book and
broadcast its meaning for the benefit of all faithful people.”

When he heard this instruction from Vrsabhanu-nandini
Srimati Radhika Herself, Srila Cakravarti Thakura arose, calling
out in great lamentation, “O Radha, O Radha!” After regaining
composure, he proceeded to carry out Srimati Radhika’s order.

According to Srimati Radhika’s indication, the letter “ya”
preceding “vi” in the mantra is considered a half syllable, and all
the other syllables are full syllables, or full moons.

Thus, by Srimati Radhikd’s mercy, Srila Visvanatha
Cakravarti Thakura became acquainted with the deep
meaning of the mantra. He attained the direct audience of his
worshipful deity, and in his internal, perfected spiritual body
(siddha-deha), he was able to participate in the Lord’s eternal
pastimes as His loving associate. He established the deity of Sri
Gokulananda on the bank of Radha-kunda, and while residing
there, he experienced the sweetness (madhurya) of the eternal
pastimes of Sri Vrndavana. It was at this time that he wrote his
Sukha-varttini commentary on Srila Kavi Karnapara’s Ananda-
vrndavana-campith and stated therein:
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radha-parastira-kutira-vartinah
praptavya-vrndavana-cakravartinah

ananda-campu-vivrti-pravartinah
santo-gatir me sumahd-nivartinah

[, Cakravarti, completely leave aside all other things
and only desire to attain Sri Vrndavana. Residing in a
simple hut on the bank of Sri Radha-kunda, the topmost
place of Sri Radha’s pastimes, I write this commentary on
Ananda-vrndavana-campiih.

In his old age, Srila Cakravarti Thakura spent most of his
time in either a fully internal state or in a semi-conscious state,
deeply absorbed in bhajana. His principal disciple, Sri Baladeva
Vidyabhisana, took over the responsibility of teaching the
scriptures.

Re-establishing the doctrine of parakiya

When a slight decline in the influence of the six Gosvamis in Sri
Vrndavana took place, a controversy arose around the doctrine
of wedded love (svakiyavada) versus the doctrine of paramour
love (parakiyavada). To dispel misconceptions regarding
svakiyavada, Srila Cakravarti Thakura wrote Raga-vartma-
candrika and Gopi-premamrta, both of which are replete with
scriptural philosophical conclusions. Thereafter, in his Ananda-
candrika commentary on the verse laghutvam atra yat proktam, of
Ujjvala-nilamani (1.21), he showed that the theory of svakiyavada
was fallacious, and established the conception of parakiya with
scriptural evidence and irrefutable arguments. Further, in his
Sarartha-darsini commentary on Srimad-Bhagavatam, he gave
strong support to parakiya-bhava.

Once, certain scholars opposed the conclusions of Srila
Cakravarti Thakura on worship in the mood of parakiya. When
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he defeated them with superior erudition and sound reasoning,
they resolved out of envy to kill him. They knew that Sri
Cakravarti Thakura would circumambulate Sri Vrndavana early
each morning, so they hid in a dark, dense grove and waited for
him to walk by. As his adversaries watched him approach, he
suddenly disappeared, and in his place, a beautiful young gitl of
Vraja appeared, picking flowers with her friends.

The scholars asked that girl, “O lali (young girl), just a
moment ago a great personality was coming this way. Where
has he gone!” The girl replied, “I saw him, but I do not know
where he has gone” The sight of her astonishing beauty,
sidelong glances, graceful manner and gentle smile captivated
the assembly of scholars. All the impurities in their minds were
removed and their hearts melted. They asked the girl who she
was, and she replied, “I am a maidservant of my mistress, Srimati
Radhika. She is presently at Her in-laws’ house at Yavata. She
has sent me here to pick flowers.” Having spoken thus, the girl
disappeared, and in her place the scholars saw Srila Cakravarti
Thakura once again. The scholars fell at his feet and prayed
for forgiveness, and Srila Cakravarti Thakura forgave them all.
There are many such astonishing occurrences in the life of Srila
Cakravarti Thakura. In this way, Srila Cakravarti Thakura
refuted svakiyavada and established the truth of pure parakiya —
an achievement of great import for the Gaudiya Vaisnavas.

Srila Visvanatha Cakravarti Thakura not only protected
the integrity of the Sri Gaudiya Vaisnava dharma, but he also
re-established its influence in Sri Vrndavana. Anyone who
evaluates this accomplishment will be struck with wonder at his
uncommon genius. Gaudiya Vaisnava dcaryas have composed
the following verse in praise of his extraordinary work:
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visvasya natha riupo 'sau bhakti-vartma-pradarsanat
bhakta-cakre varttitatvat cakravartty akhyayabhavat

He is known by the name Visvanatha, lord of the universe,
because he indicates and illuminates the path of bhakti,
and he is known as Cakravarti because he always remains
within the assembly of pure devotees (suddha-bhakta-cakra).
Therefore, his name is Visvanatha Cakravarti.

In about 1754 in Vrndavana, on the fifth day of the bright
fortnight in the month of Magha (January-February), when
Srila Visvanatha Cakravarti Thakura was approximately one
hundred years old, he left this material world, deeply absorbed
in internal consciousness. His samadhi stands today next to the
temple of Sri Sri Radha-Gokulananda in Sri Dhama Vrndavana.

The glories and legacy of Srila Visvanatha Cakravarti
Thakura

Following in the footsteps of Srila Rapa Gosvami, Srila
Cakravarti Thakura composed an abundance of transcendental
literature on bhakti, thereby establishing in this world the
innermost desire of Sriman Mahaprabhu’s heart. He also refuted
faulty siddhanta opposing genuine ripanuga conceptions, and is
thus revered in the Gaudiya Vaisnava society as an illustrious
acarya and an authoritative, self-realized soul. He is renowned as
a great transcendental philosopher, a poet and a rasika devotee.

The Vaisnava poet Krsna dasa has written the following lines
in the conclusion of his translation of Srila Cakravarti Thakura’s
Madhurya-kadambini:

madhurya-kadambini-grantha jagata kaila dhanya
cakravarti-mukhe vakta apani sri-krsna-caitanya
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Srila Visvanatha Cakravarti Thakura has blessed the whole
world by writing Madhurya-kadambini. In reality, Sri Krsna
Caitanya Mahaprabhu has spoken this work through the
mouth of Srila Cakravarti Thakura.

keha kahena-cakravarti sri-riipera avatara
kathina ye tattva sarala karite pracara

Some say Srila Cakravarti Thakura is an incarnation of Srila
Ripa Gosvami. He is expert in the art of describing complex
truths in a way that is easy to understand.

ohe guna-nidhi sri-visvandtha cakravarti
ki janiba tomara guna muiii mudha-mati

O ocean of mercy, Srila Visvanatha Cakravarti Thakura,
am a foolish person, so how can I understand your qualities?
(Therefore, kindly reveal your transcendental qualities within
my heart. This is my prayer at your lotus feet.)

Few Gaudiya Vaisnava dcaryas have written as many books as
Srila Cakravarti Thakura. The following adage regarding three
of his books is popular among Vaisnavas to this day: “kirana-
bindu-kana, ei tina niye vaisnavapana — having attained a proper
understanding of these three books, Ujjvala-nilamani-kirana,
Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu-bindu and Bhagavatamrta-kana, one can
claim to be a Vaisnava.”

Below is a list of his books, commentaries and prayers, which
comprise a storehouse of incomparable wealth of Gaudiya
Vaisnava devotional literature:

(1) Vrgja-riti-cintamani
(2) Sri Camatkara-candrika
(3) Sri Prema-samputa (khanda-kavyam)

(4) Gitavali
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(5) Subodhini (commentary on Alankara-kaustubha)

(6) Ananda-candrika (commentary on Ujjvala-nilamani)
(7) commmentary on Sri Gopala-tapani

(8) Stavamrta-lahari, which includes

(a) Sri Guru-tattvastakam

(b) Mantra-datr-gurorastakam
(c) Parama-gurorastakam

(d) Paratpara-gurorastakam
(e) Parama-paratpara-gurorastakam
(f) Sri Lokanathastakam

(g) Sri Sacinandanastakam
(h) Sri Svariipa-caritamrtam
(i) Sri Svapna-vilasamrtam

(j) Sri Gopaladevastakam

(k) Sri Madana-mohanastakam
(1) Sri Govindastakam

(m) Sri Gopinathastakam

(n) Sri Gokulanandastakam
(0) Svayam-bhagavattastakam
(p) Sri Radha-kundastakam
(q) Jaganmohanastakam

(r) Anuragavalli

(s) Sri Vindadevyastakam

(t) Sri Radhika-dhyanamrtam
(u) Sri Rupa-cintamanih

(v) Sri Nandisvarastakam

(w) Sri Vrndavanastakam

(x) Sri Govardhanastakam

(y) Sri Sankalpa-kalpadrumah

(z) Sri Nikudija-keli-virudavali (virutkavya)
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(aa) Surata-kathamrtam (aryasatakam)
(bb) Sri Syama-kundastakam

(9) Sri Krsna-bhavanamrtam Mahakavyam

(10) Bhagavatamrta-kana

(11) Ujjvala-nilamani-kirana

(12) Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu-bindu

(13) Raga-vartma-candrika

(14) Aisvarya-kadambini (unavailable)

(15) Madhurya-kadambini

(16) commentary on Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu

(17) commentary on Ananda-vrndavana-campii

(18) commentary on Dana-keli-kaumudi

(19) commentary on Sri Lalita-madhava-nataka

(20) commentary on Sri Caitanya-caritamrta (incomplete)
(21) commentary on Sri Brahma-sambhita

(22) Sarartha-varsini commentary on Srimad Bhagavad-gita
(23) Sarartha-darsini commentary on Srimad-Bhagavatam

R 2D

The heartfelt desire of my most revered sri gurudeva, nitya-
lila pravista om wisnupada astottara-sata sri Srimad Bhakti
Prajfiana Kesava Gosvami Maharaja, was that the literature of
our Gosvamis and previous dcaryas in our disciplic succession
would be published in Hindi, English, Bengali and all the other
languages of the world. I have a strong belief that he will be
very happy upon seeing this Hindi edition of Srila Visvanatha
Cakravarti Thakura’s Sri Sankalpa-kalpadrumah.

With these prayers, Srila Visvanatha Cakravarti Thakura,
who is the most learned in established spiritual philosophy
and the crown jewel of all rasikas, nourishes only the mood of
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becoming a maidservant of the maidservant of the maidservant
of Srimati Radhika. May this book purify our and the readers’
aspirations and thus fulfil them. This is my only desire. Without
a doubt, this [Hindi edition of] Sri Sankalpa-kalpadrumah will
be like the polestar, guiding the Hindi-speaking readers to enter
remembrance of asta-kaliya lila.

[ have full faith that rasika and bhavuka sadhakas, as well as
sadhakas on the path of raganuga-bhakti eager to attain vraja-
rasa, will hold this book in great veneration. Faithful people
who study it will be able to enter Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu’s
prema-dharma, the eternal religion of pure, transcendental
loving service to Sri Krsna.

May my most worshipful srila gurupada-padma, who is
the embodiment of the Supreme Lord’s compassion, shower
his abundant mercy upon me. In that way, I may attain ever-
increasing qualification to fulfil his innermost desire through
my service. This is my humble prayer at his lotus feet, which can
bestow prema.

An aspirant for a particle of mercy from Sri Hari, Guru and
the Vaisnavas,

Humble and insignificant,

Tridandibhiksu Sri Bhaktivedanta Narayana

Sri Annada Ekadasi
27 August 2008

8 XIX G~



English edition

Acknowledgements

Sriman B. V. Madhava Maharaja, Sriman B. V. Bhagavata
Maharaja, Amala-krsna dasa, Janaki dasi, Krsna-karunya dasa,
Krsna-krpa dasa, Krsna-vallabha dasi, Kundalata dasi, Kufija-
kalika dasi, Madhava-priya dasa, Mamata Thakura, Matfijari
dasi, Mukunda-datta dasa, Parnima dasi, Santi dasi, Sulata dasi,
Syamarani dasi, Vaijayanti-mala dasi, Vasanti dasi, Vicitri dasi,
Vijaya-krsna dasa, Vikasa Thakura dasa

Dhanafiyjaya dasa, Madana-mohini dasi, Abhiram Nitai and
Aravind Madhava Leonforte established the endowment fund
for this edition of Sri Sankalpa-kalpadrumah, in loving service to
our Srila Gurudeva.



I .
i) s s

i

| nityafh;idfpravis_ta om_bi_snupdda
Sri Srimad
Bhaktivedanta Narayana Gosvami Maharaja



nitya-lila-pravista om visnupada

Sri Srimad
Bhaktivedanta Vamana Gosvami Maharaja




nitya-lila-pravista om visnupada

Sri Srimad
Bhaktivedanta Svami Maharaja



nitya-lila-pravista om visnupada

Sri Srimad
Bhakti Prajhiana Kesava Gosvami Maharaja



Sri Sankalpa-kalpadrumah

A Desire-tree of Auspicious Resolve

namo vrnddvanesvaryai

vrndavanesvari vayo-guna-rupa-lila-
saubhagya-keli-karund-jaladhe ’vadhehi

dast bhavani sukhayani sada sa-kantam
tvam alibhih parivrtam idam eva yace (1)

O Queen of Vrndavana, O ocean of youthfulness,
good qualities, beauty, pastimes, good fortune, amorous
love, and compassion! My petition to You, who are always
surrounded by Your sakhis, is that I may become Your
maidservant and forever please You by serving You when

You are with Sri Krsna. (1)
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Pradosante abhisarah
(rendezvous at the close of early evening)

srngarayani bhavatim abhisarayani
viksayaiva kanta-vadanam parivrtya yantim
dhrtvancalena hari-sannidhim anayani
samprapya tarjana-sudham sukhita bhavani (2)

[ will dress and decorate You and then take You to meet
Your beloved. Upon seeing the face of Your beloved Sri Krsna,
You turn away slightly [* because of Your contrary nature]! and
remain standing. At that time I will take hold of the border
of Your dress and take You to Him. As I bathe in the
consequent shower-like nectar of Your scolding, I will become

most blissful. (2)

pade nipatya sirasanunaydani rustam
tam praty apanga-kalikam api calayani
tvad-dor-dvayena sahasa parirambhayani
romanca-kancukavatim avalokayani (3)

When You become angry like this, I will place my head at
Your lotus feet in supplication. Unnoticed by You, I will cast a
sidelong glance at Sri Krsna to indicate He should immediately
embrace You with His long arms. At that time, seeing You
thrilled with ecstasy and bedecked with a bodice, my eyes will
become successful. (3)

prana-priye kusuma-talpam alankuru tvam
iti acyutokti-makaranda-rasam dhayani

1 In this book, all text within square brackets and marked with an * has been
inserted by Srila Bhaktivedanta Narayana Gosvami Maharaja. He has done so
to facilitate the reader’s understanding of a certain pastime or mood.
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ma munca mdadhava satim iti gadgadardra
vaca tavetya nikatam harim aksipani (4)

[Taking hold of Your hands] Sri Krsna will say to You, “O
beloved of My life, please decorate this flower bed.” I will drink
these nectar-like words of Sri Krsna. With a faltering voice and
heartmelting words, You will say, “O Madhava, I am a pious,
chaste girl, leave Me!” Hearing these words, I will come over to
You and scorn Sri Krsna. (4)

vamam udasya nija-vaksasi tena ruddham
ananda-baspa-timitam muhur ucchalantim

vyastdlakam skhalita-venim abaddha-nivim
tvam viksya sadhu-janur eva krtarthayani (5)

When Sri Krsna confines You to His chest [* meaning,
when You remain caught in the trap of His arms, despite
Your trying to separate Yourself from Him], tears of joy will
flow constantly from Your eyes and drops of perspiration will
beautify Your body, all due to Your contrary nature. The tresses
of Your hair will scatter here and there, Your braid will open,
and the knot of Your lower garments will loosen. Seeing You in
such a state, | will consider my birth completely successful. (5)

Nakta-lila
(pastimes during the night)

talpe mayaiva racite bahu-silpa-bhaji
pauspe nivesya bhavatim na na neti-vicam
krsnam sukhena ramayantam ananta-lilam
vatayandtta-nayanaiva nibhalayani (6)
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Afterwards, as Sri Krsna places You on the flower bed,
artistically made by me, You will resist Him, saying, “No, no,
no!” Then, through the lattice-work of the pastime bower, I
will behold the limitlessly playful Sri Krsna blissfully immersed
in amorous play with You. (6)

sthitva bahir vyajana-yantra-nibaddha-dori-
panir vikarsana-vasan mrdu vijayani

uttunga-keli-kalita-srama-bindu-jalam
alopayani manitaih smitam aharani (7)

Sitting outside the kufija, I will catch hold of the rope to
the fan [in the kuiija] and slowly pull it. [¥ Although sitting
outside like this,] I will, through this seva, gradually remove the
perspiration from You both, caused by Your exalted pastimes,
and I will carefully listen to Your soft, sweet laughter. (7)

sri-rupa-manjari-mukha-priya-kinkarinam
adesam eva satatam sirasa vahani

tenaiva hanta tulasi-paramanukampa-
patri-bhavani karavani sukhena sevam (8)

I will carry on my head the orders of Sri Rupa Mafijari and
the other dear, leading maidservants (kinkaris). Thus becoming
the object of Tulasi’s great mercy, I will serve with joy. (8)

malyadi-hara-katakdadi-mrji-vicitra-
varti-sitamsu-ghusrnaguru-candanadi

viti-lavanga-khapuradi-yuta sakhibhih
sardham muda viracayani kala-prakasah (9)

[ will string garlands and so forth. I will clean necklaces,
belts and other ornaments and make various brushes with
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which to paint makaris? and other pictures on Your body. I will
prepare an ointment of camphor, kumkuma, aguru, sandalwood
and so forth, and along with the sakhis, I will blissfully prepare
tambula with great skill, by placing lime, catechu, cloves and
betel nuts, in betel leaves. (9)

tvam srasta-vesa-vasanabharanam sa-kantam
viksya prasidhana-vidhau drutam udyatabhih

sri-rupa-ranga-tulasi-rati-manjaribhih
distanayani tava sammukham eva tani (10)

Observing that the dress, decorations and ornaments of
You and Your beloved are scattered and in disorder [* due to
Cupid’s battle], I will, on the order of Sri Rapa, Ranga, Tulasi
and Rati Mafijaris and other sakhis, bring all the items [* men-
tioned in the previous verse| before You, to again decorate You

nicely. (10)

tvam dsikha-carana-mudha-vicitra-vesam
sprastum punas ca dhrta-trsnam aveksya krsnam
ayantam eva vikata-bhru-kuti-vibhanga-
hunkrty-udancita-mukhi vinivartayani (11)

Seeing You wonderfully dressed from head to foot, Sri Krsna,
full of desire, will approach You to again touch You. When I
observe this, I will frown with crooked eyebrows, lift my face,
and shout at Him threateningly, forbidding Him to do so. (11)

tatretya vismayavatim lalitam yaddha
sadhvitva-kantaka-viniskramandya devyah

vrttam nyasedhad ayi mam iyam eva dhurt iti
uktya hareh sva-hrdayam rasayani nityam (12)

2 The symbol of Kamadeva.
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After the pastime, Lalita intends to tease Sri Radha and
Sri Krsna, as Their clothes and ornaments are scattered after
Their amorous sporting. When she sees that Radhika’s dress
and ornaments are not at all in disarray, she will become
astonished at the possibility that love-play did not take place.
Seeing her reaction, Sri Krsna will say, “Indeed, Lalita, I was
engaged in removing the thorn-like chastity of Radhika-devi,
but this villain [* pointing His finger at me] prevented Me.”
Such remarks by Sri Krsna will constantly fill my heart with
nectar. (12)

niskramya kunja-bhavanad vipine riharttum
kantaika-bahu-parirabdha-tanum prayantim

tvam dlibhih saha kathopakatha-praphulla-
vaktram aham vyajana-panir anuprayani (13)

When, to enjoy pastimes in the forest, You come out of
the kufija, holding on to Sri Krsna’s arm with both hands and
resting Your head on His shoulder, Your lotus face blooms as
You converse with Your sakhis. At that time, I will also follow
You, carrying a fan in my hand. (13)

gayani te guna-gandams tava vartma-gamyam
puspdstarair mrdulayani sugandhayadni
sali-tatih pratipadam sumano ’bhivrstih
svaminy aham pratidisam tanavani badham (14)

O Svamini, while singing Your glories, I will make Your
path soft, and fragrant with the aroma emanating from flowers.
As both of You proceed with Your sakhis, I will, with my every
step, shower flowers in all directions and thus enhance Your

bliss. (14)
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prestha-sva-pani-krta-kausuma-hara-kanci-
keyura-kundala-kirita-virajitangim

tvam bhusaydani punar atma-kavitva-puspaih
asvadayani rasikali-tatirimani (15)

With the blossoms of my poetry I will adorn You, who
are decorated with the flower necklaces, belt, armlets, ear
ornaments and crown that Sri Krsna Himself made with His
own hands. [* In other words, when, with His own hands, Your
beloved has decorated You with ornaments He made from
flowers that He Himself picked, I will depict the sentiments of
Your heart and of His activities, bodily expressions and moods
with my poetry. I will thus decorate You with the flowers of
shyness.] In this way, I will make all Your companions, who are
expert in relishing poetry, enjoy the rasa of poetry. (15)

candramsu-rupya-salilair avasikta-rodha-
syancat-kadamba-surabhavali-gita-kirttim

arabdha-rasa-rabhasam harina saha tvam
tvat-pathitaiva vidusi kalayani vinam (16)

The water of the moonbeams, white like silver, is sprinkled
on the bank of the river, which is fragrant with the scent of
kadamba flowers. There, You, who are glorified by the songs of
the bumble bees, will begin Your rasa-lila with Sri Hari, and 1
will expertly play the vina, which I have learned from You. (16)

rasam samapya dayitena samam sakhibhih
visranti-bhdji nava malatika-nikunje

tvayy anayami rasavit’ karakamra-rambha-
draksadikani sarasam parivesayani (17)

3 An alternative reading for rasavit is rasavat.
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When the rasa comes to an end, You will take the sakhis
with You and rest with Sri Krsna in a kufija of fresh malati
flowers. Then I, a connoisseur of rasa, will bring juicy fruits
such as pomegranates, mangos, bananas and grapes, and
happily serve them to You. (17)

talpe saroja-dala-kliptam ananga-keli-
paryaptam apta-kalaya racite tulasya

tvam preyasd saha rasad adhisayayani
tambulam asayitum ulbanam ullasani (18)

Tulasi, who is expert in many different kinds of arts,
will then prepare a bed of lotus petals, suitable for amorous
pastimes. I will lay You on this bed with Sri Krsna, offer You
betel nuts, and thus become overjoyed. (18)

samvahaydani caranau alakaih sprsani
jighrani saurabha-samudha-camatkriyabdhih
aksnor dadhami urasijau parirambhayani
cumbami alaksitam aveksita-saukumaryah (19)

[ will massage Your tender feet, and becoming overwhelmed,
will behold them, touch them and smell the intoxicating
fragrance emanating from them. I will hold them before my
eyes, kiss them unobserved by others and clasp them to my

bosom. (19)

Nisanta-lila
(pastimes at the end of night)

ante nisantanutara-prasrtalakalyah
tadanka-hara-tati-gandhavahagra-muktah
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presthasya te tava ca sangrathita nibhalya
tatranayani paramapta-sakhih prabodhya (20)

At the end of night, seeing Your and Your most beloved Sri
Krsna’s dishevelled hair entangled with [each others] earrings
and necklaces, as well as with the pearl at the tip of Your nose,
[ will awaken the parama-prestha-sakhis and bring them to this

place. (20)

ta darsayani sukha-sindhusu majjayani
tabhyah prasadam atulam sahasapnuvani
tan-nupuradi-ranitair gata-gadha-nidram
sayyotthitam sa-cakitam bhavatim bhajani (21)

[ will show the parama-prestha-sakhis the condition of both
You and Your beloved and thus immerse them in an ocean
of bliss. As a result, I will instantly receive their unequalled
mercy. Your deep sleep will be broken by the sound of the
sakhis’ ankle-bells and other ornaments. Startled, You will sit
up on the bed, and at that time I will serve You. (21)

he svamini priya-sakhi-trapayakulaydh
kantangatas tava viyoktum aparayantyah

udgranthayani alaka-kundala-malya-mukta-
granthim vicaksanatayanguli-kausalena (22)

O Svamini, seeing Your dear sakhis, You will feel shy,
and when trying to get up from the bed, You will be unable
to separate Yourself from Sri Krsna’s limbs, because Your
hair, necklace, earrings and so forth are entangled with His
ornaments. Seeing this state of Yours, I will use my fingers with
great skill to carefully disentangle Your hair, earrings, nose-
pearl and garland. (22)
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ndsagratah sruti-yugdc ca viyojayani
tad-bhusanam mani-sarams tu visutrayani

pranarbudad adhikam eva sada tavaikam
romapi devi kalayani krtavadhana (23)

[ will remove the ornament at the tip of Your nose and
both Your earrings. I will also take off Your jewelled necklaces.
Considering just one of Your tresses of hair more dear to me
than a hundred million of my lives, I will always attentively
serve You, releasing, with great care, Your hair from Sri Krsna’s
ornaments. (23)

tvam salim atma-sadanam nibhrtam vrajantim
tyaktva harer anupatham tad-alaksito ’ham

tam khanditam anunayantam aveksya candram
tad-vrttam ali-tati-samsadi varnayani (24)

You will then secretly return to Your residence in Yavata,
together with Your sakhis. 1 will leave Your association
and, unseen, follow Sri Krsna. Seeing Sri Krsna entreating
Candravali, who is in the mood of a khandita4, 1 will return
and describe the entire event to the assembly of sakhis. (24)

Pratar-lila
(early morning pastimes)

praksalayani vadanam salilaih sugandhaih
dantan rasalaja-dalais tava dhavayani

nirnejayani rasanam tanu-hema-patrya
sandarsayani mukuram nipunam pramrjya (25)

4 A khandita is a heroine who is offended by the late arrival of her lover and the
evident signs of His infidelity.
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[ will wash Your face with fragrant water, clean Your teeth
with soft mango leaves® and cleanse Your tongue with a thin
golden tongue scraper. I will then present a perfectly polished
mirror before You. (25)

snanaya sitksma-vasanam paridhapayani
harangadady-apaghanad avataraydani

abhyanjayany aruna-saurabha-hrdya-tailaih
udvartayani nava-kumkuma-candra-curnaih (26)

[ will then dress You in fine cloth for Your bath. I will
remove the garlands and necklaces from Your neck, massage
Your body with reddish surabhi-hrdya® oil, and afterward, I
will apply an ointment made of fresh kumkuma and ground

camphor. (26)

nirair maha-surabhibhih snapayani gatrad
ambhamsi-suksma-vasanair apasarayani

kesan javdad aguru-dhiuma-kulena yatnad
asosayani rabhasena sugandhayani (27)

[ will bathe You with exceedingly fragrant water and then
remove that water from Your divine limbs with a fine cloth. I
will quickly dry Your hair with the smoke of aguru and thus
make it fragrant. (27)

vaso mano ’bhirucitam paridhapayani
sauvarna-kankatikaya cikuran visodhya

gumphani venim amalaih kusumair vicitram
agre lasac-camarika-mani-jata-bhantim (28)

5 Putika — leaves folded in a funnel shape.
6 A fragrant oil that cools and brings relief, even to the heart.
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[ will dress You in garments according to the taste of Your
mind, comb Your hair with a golden comb, and braid it with a
variety of flowers. On the upper part of that braid, I will place
a wonderfully shining camari’ jewel. (28)

cudamanim sirasi mauktika-patra-pasyam
bhale vicitra-tilakan ca muda viracya

aktvaksini sruti-yugam mani-kundaladhyam
nasam alankrti-matim karavani devi (29)

O Devi, I will place a ciidamani® and a string of pearls
upon Your head. I will blissfully paint wonderful tilaka on Your
forehead. 1 will beautify Your eyes with kajala and Your ears
with jewelled earrings, and I will also adorn Your nose with an
ornament. (29)

ganda-dvaye makarike cibuke vilikhya
kasturikesta-prsatam kucayos ca citram

bdahvos tavangada-yugam mani-bandha-yugme
cudam masara-kalitam kalayani yatnat (30)

I will paint makaris® on both Your cheeks and place a dot of
musk on Your chin. On Your breasts, I will paint other designs.
[ will carefully place armlets on Your arms and bangles made of
indranila jewels on Your wrists. (30)

pany-angulih kanaka-ratna-mayormikdabhih
abhyarcayani hrdayam padakottamena
muktota-kancu-likayoh asijau vicitra-
malyena hara-nicayena ca kantha-desam (31)

7 A cluster of pearls and other precious stones, or the jewel-like flowers of the
kovidara tree.

8 An ornament worn on the back, upper part of the head.
9 The symbol of Kamadeva.
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[ will place golden, jewel-studded rings on Your fingers and a
most excellent pendant on Your chest. [ will cover Your breasts
with a blouse embroidered with pearls, and decorate Your neck
with various kinds of garlands and necklaces. (31)

kancya nitambam atha hamsaka-niupurabhyam
padambuje dala-tatim kvanad anguriyaih
laksa-rasair arunam apy anuranjayani
he devi tat-tala-yugam krta-punya-punja (32)

O Devi, having accumulated great pious merit, I will be
able to hang a waist-belt (karici) around Your hips, put sweetly
tinkling hamsakal® ankle-bells around Your lotus feet, place
toe-rings studded with tiny bells on Your toes, and apply red lac

to the reddish soles of Your feet. (32)

angani sahajika-saurabhayanti athapi

devy arcayani nava-kumkuma-carcayaiva
lilambujam karatale tava dharayani

tvam darsayani mani-darpanam arpayitva (33)

O Devi, I will worship You by anointing Your naturally
fragrant limbs with fresh kumkuma. I will place a pastime lotus
in Your hand, and then, for You to behold Your appearance, |
will hold in my hands a jewelled mirror. (33)

saundaryam adbhutam aveksya nijam sva-kanta-
netrdli-lobhanam avetya vilola-gatrim

prandrbudena vidhu vartika-dipakais ca
nirmanchayani nayanambu-nimajjitangi (34)

Upon seeing [in that mirror] Your own wondrous beauty,
which charms the bumblebee-like eyes of Your lover, Your

10 An ornament that covers the entire top and sides of the foot.
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limbs will tremble [* one of the asta-sattvika transformations,
which are most excellent]. At that time, my limbs soaked with
tears, | will worship You with a camphor lamp and offer my life
to You millions of times. (34)

gosthesvari-prahitaya saha kundavalya
prabhatika-priyatamasana-sadhanaya

yantim samam priya-sakhibhih anuprayani
tambula-samputa-mani-vyajanadi-panih (35)

In the morning, You, along with Kundalata and Your dear
sakhis, will proceed to Nanda-bhavana to cook breakfast for
Your beloved Sri Krsna at the request of Gosthesvari Sri
Yasoda. At that time, I will follow behind, carrying a container
of tambula, as well as a jewelled fan and other items. (35)

gosthesvari-sadanam etya pade pranamya
tasyds tad-apta-bhavikam trapaydavrtangim
vrdtam taya sirasi tan-nayanambu-siktam
tvam viksya tam api muda pranamami bhaktya (36)

At Gosthesvari’s residence, You offer respects at her feet and
become overcome with shyness. Gosthesvari will bless You by
smelling Your head, and she will moisten You with her tears.
Seeing her great affection for You, I will joyfully bow down to
her with reverence. (36)

miurttam tapo ’si vrsabhanu-kulasya bhagyam
gehasya me ’si tanayasya ca me varangi

nairujya-dasy-amrta-panir abhiir varena
durvasaso yad iti tad-vacasa hasani (37)
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Sri Yasoda will say, “O Radha, although You are the epitome
of austerity and detachment, You are a blessing for Vrsabhanu'’s
family, for my house and for my son. O beautiful-limbed one,
by Durvasa’s boon, whatever You cook is more nourishing
than nectar, and thus You have become the cause of my son’s
good health.” [* In other words, the preparations made by
these hands increase the strength, intelligence, beauty and life-
span of the person partaking of them. Or, a more concealed
meaning is that by the mere touch of these hands, the fire of
separation is mitigated, which is otherwise not possible, even
by drinking nectar] Hearing these words of Sri Yasoda, I will
smile. (37)

snatanulipta-vapuso dayitasya tavat
tat-kalike madhurimany atilolitaksim

svdminy avetya bhavatim kvacana-pradese
tatraiva kena ca misena samanayani (38)

O Svamini, when Sri Krsna bathes and is anointed with
various fragrances, He is immediately embellished with a
greater sweetness. Seeing His beauty at that time, You will also
be exceedingly attracted to Him. On some pretext, I will take
You to a secluded place in Nanda-bhavana so You can, without
any obstruction, drink Sri Krsna’s sweetness. (38)

praksalayani caranau bhavad-angatah sran-
malyadi-paka-racananupayogi yat tat

uttarayani tad idam tu tavasto iti tvad
vacollasani vikasan-madhu-madhaviva (39)

Some time later, [ will wash Your feet and remove garlands,
necklaces and other ornaments that will interfere with Your
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cooking. At that time, You will say, “I give these ornaments to
you.” Hearing this, my heart will blossom like a madhavi flower
in the spring season. (39)

paktva sthitam madhura-payasa-saka-supa-
bhadji-prabhrty-amrta-nindi-catur-vidhannam

tvam lokayani na na neti muhur vadantim
gosthesayapi parivesayitum nidistam (40)

When You have finished cooking rice in milk and sugar,
as well as rabadi (a milk sweet), green leafy vegetables, juicy
vegetables, chutney, rice, puris, chapatis and many more of the
four kinds of preparations,!! of which all defeat even the taste
of nectar, Gosthesvari will order You to serve them. At that
time, I will watch as You repeatedly say, “No, no, no.” (40)

trpty-utthitam priyatamanga-rucim dhayantya
vatayandarpita-drsah sahasollasantydh

anandaja-dyuti-taranga-bhare manoja-
manjii-krte tava mano mama majjayani (41)

Having finished His meal, Your beloved feels most satisfied.
At that time, You peep through the latticed window to drink
His beauty through Your eyes and instantly become filled
with bliss. Upon seeing You at that moment, adorned with
the mood of amorous desire and with a charming beauty
emanating from Your bliss, I will immerse my heart in that
very state of Yours. (41)

radhe tavaiva grham etad ahan ca jate
sunoh subhe kim aparam bhavatim avaimi

11 Foodstuffs that are chewed, sucked, licked and drunk.
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tad bhunksa sammukham iti vraja-pa gira tvad-
vaktram smitam sva-hrdayam rasayani nityam (42)

Sri Yasoda will say, “O Radha, this house is Yours and I
am also Yours. You are the cause of my son’s well-being. What
more can | say? O daughter, take Your meal in front of me.”
Hearing this, a gentle and sweet smile will appear on Your
innocent lotus face, which will bring me endless pleasure. (42)

Parvahna-lila
(pastimes during forenoon)

yantam vanaya sakhibhih samamdtmakantam
pitradibhih sa-ruditair anugamyamanam
viksydpta-gaurava-grham dina-natha-puja-
vyajena labdha-gahanam bhavatim bhajami (43)

The dear-most beloved of Your heart will then go to the
forest with His sakhas, while His father, Sri Nanda, and others,
all weeping, follow behind Him. After witnessing this scene,
You will arrive at Your house in Yavata, and on the pretext of
worshipping the Sun-god, You will go from there to the forest.
At that time, I will worship You — serving You appropriate to
the time by going to the forest. (43)

Madhyahna-lila
(pastimes at midday)

kantam vilokya kusumavacaye pravrttam
adaya patra-putikam anuyamy aham tvam
ka taskartyam iti tad-vacasa na kapi iti
uktya!? tad-arpita-drsam bhavatim smarami (44)

12 An alternative reading for iti uktya is iti uktva.
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Upon seeing Your dearest, You pretend to pick flowers.
[ will take up a flower basket fashioned from leaves and
walk behind You. Sri Krsna will say, “Who is this thief?”
You will answer, “No one.” I will remember You casting
Your glance toward Sri Krsna, fully understanding the
sentiments in Your heart and taking shelter of You in my

mind. (44)

puspani darsaya kiyanti hrtani cauri iti
uktau ca puspa-putikam api gopayani
tad-viksya hanta mama kaksa-tale ksipantam
panim balat tam abhimrsya bhavani duna (45)

Looking at me, Sri Krsna will say, “Show Me how many
flowers all of you have stolen.” Hearing this from Him, I
will hide the flower basket. Seeing me do so, Sri Krsna will
forcefully place His hand under my arm, making me most
unhappy. (45)

raksadya devi krpaya nija-dasikam mam
iti ucca-katara-gira saranam vrajami

kim dhurtta duhkhayasi maj-janam iti amusya
bahum karena tudatim bhavatim srayani (46)

At that time, I will call out in a voice of distress, “O
Devi, please be kind today and protect Your maidservant! I
am taking shelter of You.” [You will scold Sri Krsna and say,]
“Rascal! Why are You giving distress to My near and dear
one?” You will then personally free me from Sri Krsna’s arms.
Seeing You in such a mood, I will take shelter of You. (46)
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tyaktvaiva mam bhavad-urah kavacam vikhandya
praptam srajam tava galat sva-gale nidhaya

puspani cauri mama kim tava kantha-hetoh
tvat-kantham eva rabhasam paripidayani (47)

Upon releasing me, Sri Krsna will remove Your pallu (the
decorative end of a sari), Your chest’s armour. He will then take
the garland from Your neck and put it around His own. “O
thief,” He will say, “are these flowers of Mine blossoming for
the sole purpose of decorating Your neck?” [¥ Being desirous to
embrace You, Sri Krsna will catch hold of Your neck and say in
jest,] “Just see, for this crime I will forecefully cause Your neck

pain. (47)

rajasti kandara-tale cala tatra dhuirte
tasyajnayaiva sahasaiva vivastrayisye

tvam viksya hrsyati sa vai nija-divya-mukta-
malam pradasyati lalata-tate madiye (48)

“O cunning one, a king is sitting within this cave. Let Us
go to him. On his order, I will at once remove Your apparel.
When he sees You, he will certainly become satisfied and place
a divine garland of pearls upon My forehead.” (48)

doso na te vrajapates tanayo ’pi tasya
dustasya yan nara-pateh khalu sevako bhith
tvad-buddhir idrg abhavan mama catra sadhavi
bhale kim etad abhaval likhitam vidhatra (49)

When You hear these words of Sri Krsna, You will jokingly
say, “O Vrajendra-nandana, You are not at fault in speaking
such words, because You have become a servant of wicked
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King Cupid. [* In other words, You are speaking like this only
as a result of Your association with that wicked one.] I accept

that Your wicked intelligence and My good intelligence are
ordained solely by the Creator.” (49)

ity adi vanmaya-sudham ahaha srutibhyam
premnal3 pibany udara-puram atheksanabhyam
rupdmrtam tava sakantataya vildsa-
sidhun ca devi vitaranyatha madayani (50)

[ will thus lovingly drink to my full satisfaction the nectar
of Your words through my ears and the nectar of Your beauty
through my eyes. [ will distribute in the assembly of the sakhis
the nectar of Your playful, loving exchanges with Your beloved,

and thus bring them delight. (50)

presthe sarasy abhinavaih kusumair vicitram
hindolikam priyatamena sahddhirudham

tvam dolaydany atha kirani paraga-raji-
rgayani caru-mahatim api vadayani (51)

I will swing You as You sit with Your beloved Sri Krsna on
a wonderful swing made of fresh flowers, on the bank of Your
dear pond (Sri Radha-kunda). I will shower an abundance of
fragrant pollen on You both, sing beautiful songs and play on
the vina and other musical instruments. (51)

vrndavane sura-mahiruha-yogapithe
simhdsane sva-ramanena virdjamandam

padyarghya-dhupa-vidhudipa-catur-vidhanna-
srag-bhusanadibhir aham paripujayani (52)

13 An alternative reading for premna is premna dadami.
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While You and Sri Krsna remain gracefully situated on a
throne under a desire tree at the Yogapitha in Sri Vrndavana,
I will worship You with padya, arghya,!* a camphor lamp, the
four kinds of foodstuffs, garlands and ornaments. (52)

govardhane madhu-vanesu madhutsavena
vidravit-trapa-sakhi-sata-vahintkam

pistata-yuddham anukanta-jaydaya yantim
tvam grahayani nava-jatusa-kupakalih (53)

During the spring festival (Holi), You will come without
shyness to the forest of spring at Govardhana, with an army
of hundreds of sakhis. With the intention of defeating Your
beloved, You will engage in warfare, squirting big syringes filled
with colour. At that time, [ will provide You with containers of

freshly made red dye (kumkuma). (53)

agre sthito ’smi tava niscala-vaksa eva
udghatya kanduka-cayam ksipa ced balistha

udghatya kancuka-murah kila darsayanti
tvam capi tistha yadi te hrdi viratasti (54)

[At that time, Sri Krsna will say to You,] “I stand before You
steadily with My chest bare. If You have the strength, then
throw flower balls upon Me, and if Your heart possesses any
valour, then You too exhibit Your uncovered bosom and stand

before Me.” (54)

yat kathyate tad ayam eva tava sva-bhavo
yat purva-janmani bhavan ajitah kilasit
mithyaiva tad yad iha bhoh katiso jito ’bhith
mat-kinkaribhir api tad-vigata-trapo ’si (55)

14 Articles used in worshipping the deity.
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[Upon hearing Sri Krsna’s words, You will respond,] “It is
Your nature to speak proudly about Your heroism, or to boast
of Your own glories. Although we have heard from Paurnamasi
that in a previous birth You appeared as Ajita (“the
unconquerable one”), it is quite evident that this statement is
completely false, because how many times, O Sri Krsna, have
My maidservants defeated You? Still, You so shamelessly boast
in this way.” (55)

ity evam utpulakini kalaydani vacam
sinjana-kankana-ranatkrta-dundubhikam

yuddham mukhamukhi radaradi caru-baha-
bahavyamanda-nakhara-nakhari stuvani (56)

When [ hear You both speaking like this, I will become
most delighted. Accompanied by the sound of tiny bells on
anklets, and bangles sounding like kettledrums, a face-to-face,
tooth-to-tooth, hand-to-hand and nail-to-nail war will start

between You. I will glorify this battle, describing it to the
assembly of the sakhis. (56)

kasyancid adri-nrpa-divya-dupatyakayam
sa-preyasi tvayi sakhi-sata-vestitayam
visranti-bhdji vana-devatayopanita-
nistani sidhu-casakani puro dadhani (57)

When You take rest with Sri Krsna in a splendid place [in a
valley] near Giriraja Govardhana, surrounded by hundreds of
sakhis, I will place near You the pitchers of nectar and honey-
wine You desired, as supplied by a forest goddess. (57)
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ha kim ki-kim dha-dharani ghu-ghu-ghuirnatiyam
dha-dha-dha-dhavati bhayad vi-vi-vrksa-punjah
bhi-bhi- bhi-bhirur aham atra katham jijiva-
my evam lagisyasi yada dayitasya kanthe (58)

Intoxicated on the honey-wine, You will say, “Oh, oh, the
earth is spinning, and the trees are fleeing in fear! I am so
frightened! How will I survive?” Saying this, You will strongly
clasp Your beloved’s neck and embrace Him. (58)

tvat-svamini pralapatiyam imam gadena
hinam karomi kalaya taditah prayahi

ity ukti-sidhura-satarpita-hrt tadaiva
niskramya jala-vitatau nidadhani netre (59)

At that time, Sri Krsna will say to me, “Your mistress is
speaking incoherently because She is intoxicated on honey.
[ will cure Her. Stay and see Me cure Her. Do not go away.”
Satisfied at heart by Sri Krsna’s nectarean words, I will
leave the kufija and fix my eyes on the narrow slits in the
latticework. In other words, I will behold Your play. (59)

ghranaksi-karna-vadane jala-seka-nitya
krsnas tvaya jita itah sahasa nimajya

graho bhavan sa khalu yat kurute sma tat tu
janamy aham tava mukhambujam eva viksya (60)

While engaging in water-sports, You will splash water
in Sri Krsna’s nose, eyes, ears and mouth, thus defeating
Him. Quickly, He will submerge Himself in the water like a
crocodile. What He does next, I will understand by seeing Your

lotus face. (60)
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abhyanjayani sa-sakhi-dayitam sahalih
tvam sndpayani vasanabharanair vicitram
srngarayani mani-mandira-puspa-talpe
sambhojayani karakady atha sapayani (61)

Along with the sakhis, to whom You are most dear, I will
massage You with oil and then bathe You. I will decorate
You with beautiful garments and ornaments, feed You
pomegranates and other fruits, and then put You to rest on a
flowerbed in a temple made of jewels. (61)

vanira-kunja iha tisthati krsna devi
nihnutya mrgyasi katham taditah paratra
satyam imam mama giram tam avisvasan tam
yantam pradarsya bhavatim atiharsayani (62)

While playing hide-and-seek, Sri Krsna will search
for You [in the kufijja where You are hiding, as I stand
outside. But upon being unsuccessful, He will proceed
elsewhere. Sri Krsna, perturbed, will look for You here
and there]. At that time, I will say, “O Krsna, my queen
is in this vanira-kufija. Why are You leaving and
searching for Her elsewhere?” Even though I speak the
truth, Sri Krsna will not believe me and will leave for another
place. I will show You His condition and thus fill You with
happiness. (62)

svaminy amiitra harir asti kadamba-kunje
nithnutya mrgyasi katham tad itah paratra

satyam imam mama giram khalu visvasantyah
panau jayam tava nayani tam apnuvantyah (63)
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As You search for Sri Krsna, I will say, “O Svamini, Sri
Krsna is hiding in this kadamba grove. Why are You leaving
this place to search for Him elsewhere?” Knowing I speak the
truth, You will believe my words. [* In this way,] I will make
You triumphant in the game of hide-and-seek. (63)

radhe jitda ca jayini ca panam na datu-
madatum apy ahaha cumbanam isise tvam
ndslesa-cumbana-madhuradhara-panato ‘nyat
dyite glaham rasa-vidah pravaram vadanti (64)

“O Radha, the wager in this dice-game is kisses on the lips.
If defeated, You must give Me this reward, and if victorious,
You will have to accept it from Me.” [* Although You will
become extremely happy at heart to hear Sri Krsna’s words,
You will show indifference and say, “Why stake such a useless
wager! What is the necessity of wasting My time for that?”
Hearing Your words, Sri Krsna will respond,] “Why are You
disagreeing! Look, scholars expert in rasa say that in games of
dice, there can be no better wager than embraces, kisses and
tasting the nectar of the others’ lips.” (64)

govarddhane hi mama kapi sakhi pulinda-
kanyasti bhringy atitaram nipunedrse ’rthe

mad-grahya-deya-pana-vastuni man-niyukta
sa te grahisyati ca dasyati copaguham (65)

Upon hearing Sri Krsna’s words, You will agree. “All right
then,” You reply. “If You have such a desire for this stake,
then listen. My friend Bhrngi, a Pulinda girl who lives here
at Govardhana, is expert in these matters and is also always
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searching for these kinds of proposals. She may stand in on

My behalf, and as circumstances demand, accept or bestow
embraces.” (65)

uktvettham atma-dayitam prativaksyase mam
yahity athotpulakini druta-pada-pata

tam anayany upamukundam athasayani
tam lajjayani sumukhir atihasayani (66)

After speaking like this to Sri Krsna, You will order me to
bring that Pulinda girl. Filled with delight, I will quickly fetch
her and seat her next to Mukunda. [* Pointing her out,] I will
make the beautiful sakhis laugh and cause Sri Krsna to become

embarrassed. (66)

svaya kila vraja-pure murali tavaika

prabhunnatam api bhavan avitum sva-bharyyam
sa lampatapi bhavato ’dhara-sidhu-sikta-

py anyam pumamsam iha mrgyati citram etat (67)

[* At the sight of Bhrigi, Sri Krsna will give up the wager
of kisses and stake His flute instead. But upon searching for it,
He will be unable to find it, because You hid it earlier. When
the sakhis see Sri Krsna’s distress over His flute, they will taunt
Him, saying,] “O Krsna, in this Vraja, the flute is Your only
wedded wife. But You are not even capable of protecting Your
wife. Moreover, she, also, is licentious, because although she is
filled with the nectar of Your lips, she is searching for another
man. This is most astonishing.” (67)

vamsim satim gunavatim subhagam dvisantyo
’sadhvyo bhavatya iha tat samatam alabdhva
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tam kvapi bandham anayams tad aham bhujabhyam
baddhaiva vah sikhari-gahvara-gah karomi (68)

Hearing the sakhis’ words, Sri Krsna will say, “My flute is
chaste, full of good qualities and extremely fortunate. But you
women are immoral, and because you cannot become her
equal, you show enmity toward her. One of you has confined
her somewhere. Therefore, I will imprison you all in the
mountain cave of My arms.” (68)

iti agatam harim aveksya rahas tadiya-
kaksad aham muralikam sahasa grhitva

tam gopayani tad-alaksitam eva citra-
puspesu-sangara-rasam kalayani ca tvam (69)

Seeing Sri Hari approaching in this mood, I will deftly and
secretly take the murali from beneath Your arm and hide it,
without revealing its location to Sri Krsna. Thus I will make

You the object of Cupid’s battle. (69)

brahmann imam anugrhana bhavantam eva
bhasvantam arcayitum icchati me snuseyam

ity aryaya pranamitam dhrta-vipra-vese
krsne ’rpitan ca bhavatim smita-bhag-bhajani (70)

When Jatila arrives at the temple of the Sun-god, Sri Krsna
will be there, dressed like a brahmana. “O brahmana,” Jatila
will say, “please bestow Your mercy upon my daughter-in-law.
She desires to worship You in the form of the Sun. I mean
She wants to choose You as Her priest to worship the Sun-
god.” Jatila will make You bow down to Sri Krsna disguised as
a brahmana and will offer You to Him. Upon seeing all this, I
will smile ever so slightly. (70)
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Aparahna-lila
(pastimes during the early afternoon)

yantim grham sva-guru-nighnatayatilaulyat
kantavalokana-krte misam amrsantim

dure "nuyani yad ato "nuvivartitasyam
ehi iti vaksyasi tad-asya-ruco dhayantim (71)

Fearing being scolded by Your respectable elders, You
go toward Your home, greatly troubled. As You walk along,
You will search [in Your mind] for an excuse to turn around
and once again gaze upon Your lover. [¥ Understanding the
sentiments of Your heart,] I will intentionally remain somewhat
behind You, walking with my head turned, to look behind me.
[* Seeing that I am not with You, You will, on the pretext of
calling to me, turn around and again behold Your beloved.]
Beckoning to me, You will call, “Come, come!” and I will

behold Your beauty. (71)

gehagatam virahinim nava-puspa-talpe
tvam sayayani paratah kila murmur abhat
tasmat paratra sayanam visa-punja-klipta-
madhyadsayani vidhu-candana-panka-liptam (72)

When You arrive home, You will burn in separation from
Krsna. Although I will lay You down on a bed made of fresh
flowers, that bed will become like smouldering husks [being
inflamed by Your burning]. Thus, soon after, I will anoint You
with camphor and sandal paste and lay You down to rest on a
bed made of [tender] lotus stems. (72)

akarnya candana-kala kathitam vrajesa-
sandesam utsuka mateh sahasa sahalyah
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sayanta-ndsana-krte dayitasya navya-
karpura-keli-vatakadi-vinirmitau te (73)

lampami cullim atha tatra kataha-maccha-
marohayani dahanam racayani diptam

nirdjya-khanda-kadali-maricendu-siri-
godhitma-cirna-mukha-vastu samanayani (74)

Upon hearing Vrajesvari’s message through Candanakala
Sakhi, You, with great enthusiasm, will quickly busy Yourself,
together with the sakhis, in preparing navya-karpurakeli and
other treats for Sri Krsna’s evening meal. At that time, I will
smear the stove with cow dung, place a clean cooking vessel
on it and ignite a fire. | will bring water, ghee, sugar, bananas,
black pepper, camphor, coconut pulp, different kinds of wheat
flour and other ingredients, and place them before You. (73-74)

atyadbhutam malayaja-drava-secanena
vrddhim jagama yad idam virahanalaujah
karpura-keli-vatakavali-sadhandagni-
jvalaiva santim anayat tad iti bravani (75)

[* Jokingly] I will tell You, “The fire of separation from
Sri Krsna, which was increasing despite anointing Your body
with malayaja-candana, has now been reduced by the heat of
the fire that was ignited to prepare karpura-keli. This is most
amazing.” (75)

dhulir gavam disam arundha-hareh sahamba-
ravoty udantam atulam madhu payayani

tat-pana-sammada-nirasta-samasta-krtyam
tvam utthitam saha-ganam abhisarayani (76)
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“Sri Krsna’s lowing cows are approaching, and the dust
from their hooves has covered all directions.” I will bring this
matchlessly sweet news for You to drink. Upon drinking this
nectar, You will abandon all Your duties, and You and the
sakhis will become so excited. At that time, I will take You for
Your rendezvous. (76)

tat-krsna-vartma nikata-sthalam anayani
nirvapayani virahanalam unnatam te
ayata esa iti valli-nigudha-gatrim
akrsya mahyam ahahesvari kopayani (77)

I will bring You close to the path on which Sri Krsna will
return from grazing the cows and thus pacify Your extreme
fire of separation from Him [* which You had briefly forgotten
while fulfilling Gosthesvari Sri Yasoda’s order, desiring Sri
Krsna’s future happiness]. When Sri Krsna approaches, You will
hide Yourself out of shyness, amidst the shelter of the creepers.
When, O Goddess, I forcefully pull You out in front of Sri
Krsna, You will become angry with me. (77)

sri-krsna-drn-madhu-liha bhavad-asya-padmam
aghrapayany atitrsan tava drk-cakorim

tad-vaktra-candra-vikasat-smita-dharayaiva
sanjivayani madhurimni nimajjayani (78)

At that time, I will let Sri Krsna’s bee-like eyes smell the
scent of Your lotus face. Your extremely thirsty cakori bird-like
eyes will be restored to life in the stream of nectar emanating
from Sri Krsna’s beautiful, slightly smiling moon-like face. I will
immerse myself in the sweetness of this exchange. (78)
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Sayam-lila
(pastimes during the evening)

vaivasyam asya tava cadbhutam iksayani
tvam anayani sadanam lalita-nidesat
karpura-kely-amrta-keli-tati-praddatum
gosthesvarim anusarani samam sakhibhih (79)

I will behold Your and Sri Krsna’s helplessness. On Sri
Lalita’s order, I will bring You home, and I will go with the
sakhis to Gosthesvari, to take her the karpura-keli, amrta-keli
and other preparations. (79)

gatva pranamya tava sam kathayani devi
prsta tayatha vatakavalim arpayitva

tam harsayani bhavad-adbhuta-sad-gunalih
tat-kirtitah svavayase srnavani hrsta (80)

O Devi, upon arriving there, I will bow down before Sri
Yasoda Maiya and give her the preparations. When she asks
me about You, I will tell her that You are well, and thus bring
her untold joy. When she glorifies Your wonderful qualities in

the presence of the gopis her own age, I will listen with a happy
heart. (80)

viksyagatam tanayam unnata-sambhramormi-
magnam standksi-payasam abhisicya puraih
abhyanjanadi-krtaye nija-dasikas ta
mancapi tam nidisatim manasa stuvani (81)
Seeing her son returning, Sri Yasoda Maiya will be
plunged in waves of excitement. She will joyfully sprinkle Sri
Krsna with her breast-milk and tears, and she will order her
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maidservants and me to massage Him with fragrant oil. I will
praise that Yasoda Maiya within my mind. (81)

snananulepa-vasanabharanair vicitra-
sobhasya mitra-sahitasya taya jananya

snehena sadhu bahu-bhojita-payitasya
tasyavasesitam alaksitam adadani (82)

After His bath, Sri Krsna will be beautified with sandal
paste and wonderful garments and ornaments. Mother Yasoda
will then lovingly give Him treats and drinks. When He has
finished, I will, unseen by others, collect His remnants. (82)

tenaiva kanta-viraha-jvara-bhesajena
tat-kalikena tad udanta-rasena capi

agatya sadhu sisirt karavani sighram
tvan-netra-karna-rasana-hrdayani devi (83)

O Devi, to alleviate the fire of separation from Your
beloved that You experience at that time, I will give You the
remnants touched by the nectar of His lips as medicine, and
the description of His bathing, eating and so forth as a
wholesome diet. Thus I will quickly cool Your eyes, ears,
tongue and heart. (83)

snanaya pavana-tadaga-jale nimagnam
tirthantare tu nija-bandhu-vrto jala-sthah

sammajya tatra jala-madhyata etya sa tva-
malingya tatra gata eva samutthitah syat (84)

When You immerse Yourself in the waters of Pavana-
sarovara for Your bath, Sri Krsna, surrounded by His sakhas,
will also dive into the water at another ghata. [¥ Sri Krsna,
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searching for a pretext to make You joyful, will say to His
friends, “Today, let us decide who has the most power by
seeing who can stay underwater the longest.” With these
words, Sri Krsna will dive into the water along with His many
sakhas.] Having thus submerged Himself, He will embrace You
underwater and then emerge at His own ghata. (84)

tan no vidur nikata-ga api te nanandr-
svasrddayo na kila tasya sahodaradyah

jnatvaham utpulakitaiva sahaliret-
ccaturyametya lalitam prativarnayani (85)

Although Your sister-in-law and mother-in-law will be
present, and although Sri Krsna’s brother (Balarama) and
others will be on the other bank, no one will be able to
understand what has happened. [¥ Nevertheless, just by seeing
the expressions on Your face,] I will understand. Excited by Sri
Krsna’s cleverness, I will narrate everything to Sri Lalita and

the sakhis. (85)

udyana-madhya-valabhim adhiruhya tatra
vatayandarpita-drsam bhavatim vidhaya

sandarsya te priyatamam surabhir duhanam
ananda-varidhi-mahormisu majjayani (86)

[* After bathing, You will return to Your home in Yavata,
and Sri Krsna will leave to milk the cows.] I will on any excuse
take You to the candra-salal®> in the garden. Through its small,
latticed windows, I will show You the cowshed in the distance.
Upon seeing Sri Krsna milking the cows, You will be immersed
in a huge wave in an ocean of bliss. (86)

15 A roof-top room from where the rays of the moon are openly relished.
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gatva mukundam atha bhojita-sayitam tam
gosthesaya tava dasam nibhrtam nivedya

sanketa-kunjam adhigatya punah sametya
tvam jinapayany ayi tad utkalika-kulani (87)

After Gosthesvari has fed Sri Krsna and put Him to bed, I
will secretly go to Him to reveal Your condition. I will receive
information about the appointed rendezvous, and return to You
to describe Sri Krsna’s longing to meet with You. (87)

Pradosa-lila
(pastimes during the first part of the night)

tvam sukla-krsna-rajani-sarasabhisara-
yogyair vicitra-vasandbharanair vibhusya

prapayya kalpa-taru-kunjam ananga-sindhau
kantena tena saha te kalayani kelih (88)

For the meeting (abhisara), I will dress and decorate You
wonderfully, in accordance with the waning or waxing
phase of the moon. I will bring You into a bower of desire
trees, where I will arrange for You and Sri Krsna to immerse
Yourselves in an ocean of amorous sports. (88)

Atha prarthana
(prayers)

he sri-tulasy-uru-krpa-dyu-tarangini tvam
yan-murdhni me carana-pankajam adadhdah svam
yac caham apy apibam ambu manak tadiyam
tan me manasy udayam eti manoratho ’yam (89)

O Tulasi, O river of profuse mercy, you have compas-

sionately placed your lotus feet upon my head. I have drunk a
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small portion of the water that touched your feet, and for this
reason, all these desires have arisen within my heart. (89)

kvaham parah sata-nikrty-anuviddha-cetah
sankalpa esa sahasa kva sudurlabharthe

eka krpaiva tava mam ajahaty updadhi-
sunyaivam antum adadhaty agater gatir me (90)

Where am [, whose heart is filled with deceit and hundreds
of other faults, and where is this sudden resolve concerning
this rare subject matter! O Tulasi, you are the personification
of shelter for the helpless. You are my only refuge. Your uncon-
ditional mercy accepted me without counting my faults. (90)

he ranga-manjari kurusva mayi prasadam
he prema-manjari kiratra krpa-drsam svam
mam anaya sva-padam eva vilasa-manjari-
ali-janaih samam uri-kuru dasya-dane (91)

O Ranga Mafijari, please bestow your mercy upon me. O
Prema Mafjari, please grace me with your compassionate
glance. O Vilasa Mafijari, attracting me to your lotus feet and
making me your servant, please accept me in the group of

sakhis. (91)

he manjulali nija-natha-padabja-seva-
satatya-sampad-atuldasi mayi prasida

tubhyam namo ’stu guna-manjari mam dayasva
mam uddharasva rasike rasa-manjari tvam (92)

O Mafjulali, your wealth of perpetual service to the lotus
feet of your master is beyond compare; be pleased with me. O
Guna Mafjari, I am bowing down to you; please be merciful
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to me. O Rasa Mafijari, you who are expert in relishing divine
mellows, please deliver me. (92)

he bhanumaty anupama-pranayibdhi-magna
sva-svaminos tvam asi mam padavim naya svam

prema-pravaha-patitdsi lavanga-manjari-
atmiyatamrta-mayim mayi dehi drstim (93)

O Bhanumati, you are submerged in the ocean of
incomparable love for Sri Sri Radha-Krsna. Please accept me
into performance of the same kind of seva that you do. O
Lavanga Matijari, you are immersed in the current of prema.
Please cast your intimate nectar-like glance upon me. (93)

he rupa-manjari saddsi nikunja-yiunoh
keli-kala-rasa-vicitrita-citta-vrttih

tvad-datta-drstir api yat samakalpayam tat-
siddhau tavaiva karuna prabhutam upaitu (94)

O Ruapa Mafjari, your heart is an image of the divine
mellows of the variegated amorous pastimes of the youthful
Divine Couple, Sri Sri Radha-Krsna, who are always engaged
in loving exchanges within the nikufijas. On the strength
of the hope of attaining your mercy, I have made a resolve,
but in order to fulfil it, I hope to obtain the greatness of your
compassion. (94)

radhanga-sasvad-upaguhanatas tad-apta-
dharma-dvayena tanu-citta-dhrtena deva

gauro daya-nidhir abhur api nanda-siino
tan me manoratha-latam saphali-kuru tvam (95)
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O Deva, O Nanda-nandana, by always embracing Sri
Radha, You have acquired two natures: that of Her body
and that of Her heart. By acquiring the nature of Her bodily
complexion, You have assumed a golden form [* You have
become Gaural, and by acquiring the nature of Her heart,
compassion (daya), You have become dayanidhi, an ocean of
compassion; therefore, please make the vine of my ardent
longings bear fruit. (95)

sri-radhikd-giribhrtau lalita-prasdada-
labhyav iti vraja-vane mahatim prasiddhim
srutvasrayani lalite tava pada-padmam
karunya-rainjita-drsam mayi ha nidhehi (96)

In this forest of Vraja, it is especially known that Sri Sri
Radha-Giridhara can only be attained by the mercy of Sri
Lalita-devi. Hearing this, O Lalita, I have taken shelter of your
lotus feet. Please bestow your merciful glance upon me. (96)

tvam nama-rupa-guna-sila-vayobhir aikyad
radheva bhasi sudrsam sadasi prasiddha
agah satany aganayanty arari-kurusva
tan mam varangi nirupadhi-krpe visakhe (97)

O most beautiful one, O causelessly merciful Visakha, in
the eyes of the beautiful damsels of Vraja, you equal Sri Radha
in name [* Anuradha], beauty, virtues, nature and age. This
is eternally well-known. Without counting my hundreds and
hundreds of offences, please accept me. (97)

he prema-sampad-atula vraja-navya-yunoh
pranddhika-priya-sakha-priya-narma-sakhyah
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yusmakam eva carandabja-rajo ’bhisekam
saksad avapya saphalo ’stu mamaiva murdha (98)

O priya-sakhas and priya-narma-sakhis, you are dearer than
life for the eternally youthful Divine Couple of Vraja, due
to your unequalled love for Them. Please, all of you, bestow
upon me such mercy that [ may be bathed by the dust of your
lotus feet; thus my head [or my resolve] may be crowned with
success. (98)

vrndavaniya-mukuta-vraja-loka-sevya
govardhandcala-guro hariddsa-varya
tvat-sannidhi-sthiti-juso mama hrt-silasu
api eta manoratha-latah sahasodbhavantu (99)

Govardhana, you are the crown of Vrndavana, worshipful
for all the residents of Vraja, best among all of Sri Hari’s
servants and a preceptor in the form of a mountain. These
desires are like creepers growing on my stone-like heart. Please,
for one who resides near you, make them quickly thrive. (99)

sri-radhayd sama tadiya-sarovara tvat

tire vasani samaye ca bhajani samstham
tvan-nira-pana-janita mama tarsa-valyah

palyas tvaya kusumita phalitas ca karyah (100)

O Radha-kunda, you are just like Sri Radhika and are Her
very own pond. My desire is that I may reside on your bank,
and there attain the ultimate goal. It is from drinking your
waters that this creeper of desire has sprouted. Please now
nourish this creeper and make it bear flowers and fruits. (100)
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vrndavaniya-sura-padapa-yogapitha
svasmin balad iha nivasayasi svayam yat

tan me tvadiya tala-tasthusa eva sarva-
sankalpa-siddhim api sadhu kurusva sighram (101)

O desire trees of Vrndavana, O Yogapitha, all of you have
forcefully made me reside at this place. Please, therefore, swiftly
and nicely fulfil all the resolves of this person residing at your

base. (101)

vrndavana-sthira-caran paripalayitri
vrnde tayo rasikayo rati-saubhagena
adhyasi tat kuru krpam ganana yathaiva
sri-radhika-parijanesu mamapi sidhyet (102)

O Vrnda, you are the protector and maintainer of all the
moving and non-moving living entities of Vrndavana. You
are wealthy with the extreme fortune of profound love and
affection for Sri Sri Radha-Krsna, who are expert in relishing
rasa. Please bestow upon me such mercy that [ will also be
counted among Sri Radhika’s near and dear ones. (102)

vrnddvanavani-pate jaya soma-soma-
maule sanandana-sanatana-naradedya
gopesvara vraja-vildsi-yuganghri-padme
pritim prayaccha nitaram nirupadhikam me (103)

O king of the land of Vrndavana, O husband of Uma,
O Somamauli, you who carry the moon on your head! O
you who are worshipped by Sanandana, Sanatana and
Narada! O Gopesvara, please bestow upon me unconditional
transcendental love for the lotus feet of Sri Sri Radha-Krsna,
who perform loving pastimes in Vraja. (103)
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hitvanydh kila vasana bhaja sakhe vrndavanam prema-dam
radha-krsna-vilasa-varidhi-rasasvadam param vindasi

tal-labdhum yadi kamana jhatiti te cetah samudvarttate,
visrabdhah satatam samasraya drdham sankalpa-kalpadrumam (104)

iti sri-svarupa-rupa-raghunatha-krsnadasa-narottama-
carananuvartti rasikendra-mukuta-mauli srimad-
visvandatha-cakravartti-kavirdja-viracitam
sri-sankalpa-kalpadrumam samdptam

Friends [* O tendencies of my heart, O sadhaka-jivas], if your
only goal is to relish the rasa of the ocean of Sri Sri Radha-
Krsna'’s loving pastimes, and if you are longing to attain this,
then give up all other desires and worship Sri Vrndavana,
which bestows prema. And, if the desire to quickly attain this
relish is strong, take shelter of this Sankalpa-kalpadrumah —
desire-tree of my auspicious resolve — with firm faith and fixed
determination. (104)

Thus ends Sri Srimad Bhaktivedanta Narayana Gosvami
Maharaja’s bhavanuvada of Sri Sankalpa-kalpadrumah.
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Dandatmika-seva
(service during the different dandas' of the day)

Diva-lila
(pastimes during the day)

danta-dhavanadi kriya karila apani (1)
Upon arising in the early morning, Sri Radha Thakurani
cleans Her teeth and performs other morning duties. (1)
udvarttanddi diya sakhi karaila snana
tabe vesa-bhusa karaila paridhana (2)
Thereafter, the sakhis massage Her body with different
ointments, bathe Her, and dress and decorate Her. (2)
ei karye srimatira eka danda jaya
utkanthita citta krsna darsana asaya (3)
One danda passes while Srimati Radhaji is doing this. The
hope of beholding Sri Krsna fills Her heart with longing. (3)
krsna lagi randhana karite nandisvare

pathe yaite eka danda haya atahpara (4)

After this, one more danda passes in going to Nandisvara

(Nanda-bhavana) to cook for Sri Krsna. (4)

1 One danda equals twenty-four minutes.
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dui danda kala jaya randhana kriyaya
ara danda jaya krsna bhojana lilaya (5)

Srimati spends two dandas cooking and one beholding Sri
Krsna’s eating pastimes. (5)

astama dandete radhdra prasada sevana
avasesa paila tabe sarva sakhi-gana (6)

During the eighth danda, Sri Radha honours prasada, and
then all the sakhis partake of Her remnants. (6)

asta dandottare krsnera gostha-yatra haya
dasa dande jana radha apana alaya (7)

After the eighth danda, Sri Krsna sets out for the pasturing
grounds, [Srimati Radha spends one danda beholding Him,]
and in the tenth danda, Radha goes to Her home. (7)

ekadasa dande radha svasru ajna laiya
surya-puja-sajja kaila ati vyasta haiya (8)
In the eleventh danda, with the permission of Her mother-

in-law, Sri Radha, being very restless, prepares the articles
needed for worship of the Sun-god. (8)

tina danda surya-kunda jaite jaya kala
suryera mandire rakhe puja-dravya-jala (9)

Three dandas pass in going to Surya-kunda. [* To make a
show for Her mother-in-law and sister-in-law,] She places all
the articles brought for Her worship in the temple of the Sun-
god. (9)
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puspa-tulivare jaya sakhi-gana laiya
radha-kunde jaya krsna darsana lagiya (10)

Thereafter, She goes with the sakhis to pick flowers, and
while doing so, they walk to Radha-kunda for darsana of Sri
Krsna. (10)

dui danda jaya rai nija kunda-tire
sri-krsne darsana kaila sva-kunja-kutire (11)

Rai (Srimati Radhika) spends two dandas reaching the bank
of Her pond. There, She attains Sri Krsna’s darsana in Her
kuija. (11)

sri-krsna pranama kari mala-candana dila
deha preme garagara ananda badila (12)

After greeting Sri Krsna, She gives Him garlands, sandal-
wood paste and other such presentations. Her body becomes
overwhelmed by prema and Her bliss increases. (12)

tabe nand kautuka karila duijana
hindolaya dunhe dule anandita mana (13)

Thereafter, Sri Krsna and Srimati Radhika perform many
kinds of festive pastimes. Filled with bliss, They swing to and
fro on a swing. (13)

sakhi-gana laiya tabe kare rasa-keli
kunja-majhe viharena dunhe pasa kheli (14)

With the sakhis, They perform pastimes full of rasa, and in
the kunija They both enjoy playing dice. (14)
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krsna harilena khelite rai sane
krsna bale bikailama tomara carane (15)

Sri Krsna is defeated when playing with Rai and says, “O
Radha, I have become a servant at Your divine feet.” (15)

tabe krsna mistha anna bhojana karila
sakhi-gana laiya rai avasesa paila (16)

[* Srimati Radhika’s heart melts upon hearing His words
of lamentation, and so She asks the sakhis to bring some
sweets. Upon their doing so, Srimati Radhika personally serves
them to Sri Krsna with Her lotus hands. While drinking the
sweetness of Srimati Radhika’s face in this way,] Sri Krsna eats
the sweets, and Srimati Radhika and the sakhis take His
remnants. (16)

tabe dunhe pravesila sri-mani-mandire
rasera vilasa kaila praphulla antare (17)

Thereafter, They both enter the jewelled palace, and
with cheerful hearts, They engage Themselves in rasa-vilasa
(amorous pastimes). (17)

ei riupe vilasa-rase jaya chaya danda
baisa danda uttare rai jana nija kunda (18)

In this way, six dandas are spent in rasa-vilasa. After the
twenty-second danda, Rai again proceeds towards Radha-

kunda. (18)

dui danda suryalaye karite gamane
tabe eka danda haya surya aradhane (19)
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From there, it takes two dandas to go to the Surya temple.
The worship of the Sun-god takes one danda. (19)

tad-antare sakhi sange rai grhe jana
pathe cari danda lage karite prayana (20)

Thereafter, Rai and Her sakhis go home. It takes four dandas
to walk back. (20)

grhe giyd rai tabe snana samapiya
suryera prasada pana sakhi-gana laiya (21)

After returning home, Rai bathes, and then with the sakhis,
She takes the prasada of the Sun-god. (21)

prasdda paite radhara jaya eka danda
krsne dekhi paka kaila amrtera khanda (22)

One danda passes while Sri Radha takes prasada. Seeing
that the time has come for Sri Krsna to return from grazing

the cows, Sri Radha begins to prepare amrta-keli and other
snacks. (22)

pakvanna misthanna saba krsnera lagiya
tulasira hate taha dena pathaiya (23)

When many different kinds of fried preparations and sweets

for Sri Krsna have been prepared, She sends them to Nanda-
bhavana with Tulasi. (23)

ekatrisa dande rai virale basiya
mala ganthe sukhe tabe krsnera lagiya (24)
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In the thirty-first danda, Rai sits in a secluded place happily
stringing a garland for Sri Krsna. (24)
candana-gharsane dara tambula-sajjaya
sandhya asi upanita esaba kriyaya (25)

While Sri Radha is engaged in grinding sandalwood, pre-
paring tambula and other such activities, the evening comes to a

close. (25)

ei batrisa danda haila diva lila
sandhya-kale rai kichu visrama karila (26)

In this way, the pastimes during the day last for thirty-
two dandas. In the early evening, Srimati Radhika takes some

rest. (26)
iti divalila samapta

Thus ends the day pastimes.
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Ratri-lila
(pastimes during the night)

dui danda sri-radhara sayydya sayana
tabe dui dande radhara hayata randhana (1)

For two dandas Sri Radha rests on a bed. Upon rising, She
spends two dandas cooking. [* When She has finished cooking,
She sends the preparations for Sri Krsna to Sri Nanda’s house
with a sakhi, while Sri Radha sits meditating on what is
happening in Sri Nanda’s house.] (1)

chaya danda pare krsna prasada asila
sakhi sange radha tabe bhojana karila (2)

After six dandas, the sakhi returns to Yavata with Sri Krsna’s
remnants, and with great pleasure, Srimati Radhika partakes of
those remnants with the sakhis. (2)

sapta dande rai punah karila sayana
uthi dasa danda abhisara ayojana (3)

In the seventh danda, Rai again takes rest. She arises in the
tenth danda and prepares for abhisara. (3)

sanketa kunjete jete lage danda dui
dvadasa dandete kunje upasthita hai (4)

Sri Radha spends two dandas in walking to the appointed
meeting place. In the twelfth danda, She reaches the kuiija. (4)

trayodasa dande seve tambula candana
krsna-sane rasa-lasya laye sakhi-gana (5)
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In the thirteenth danda, She performs tambula and sandal-
wood seva to Sri Krsna. Then, longing to perform rasa with Sri
Krsna, She prepares Herself for that, along with the sakhis. (5)

rasadi kautuke tabe cari danda jaya
sakhi-gana mili radha-krsna guna gaya (6)

Four dandas pass in performing rasa and other pleasant
activities, during which the sakhis sing the glories of Sri Sri

Radha-Krsna. (6)

prema-rase radha-krsna anandita mane
kufjete sayana kare seve sakhi-gane (7)

Immersed in the mellows of prema, Sri Radha and Sri Krsna
become blissful and rest in the kuiija, with the sakhis serving

Them. (7)
astadasa dande punah kunjete vihara
nana puspa vesa haya nana alankara (8)

During the eighteenth danda, They again perform pastimes
in the kufja, and in different ways, They decorate each other
in variegated styles of dresses made of flowers. (8)

kusuma yuddhete eka danda pare jaya
puspa sayya-pare dunhe sayana karaya (9)

One danda passes in a flower-war, then both of Them rest
on a bed of flowers. (9)

una-vimsa dande punah bhojana vilasa
tahe vrnda-devi adira manera ullasa (10)
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In the nineteenth danda, eating pastimes again take place.
Seeing this, Vrnda-devi and others become blissful at heart. (10)

vimsa dande radha-krsna karena vilasa
cari danda vilasete donhara ullasa (11)

During the twentieth danda, Sri Sri Radha-Krsna engage in
loving exchanges. For four dandas, They remain absorbed in

Their blissful pastimes. (11)

catur-vimsa dande nidra jana dui-jane
dui danda kunja nidra anandita mane (12)

In the twenty-fourth danda, They both fall asleep, and for
two dandas, They sleep blissfully in the kuiija. (12)

sad-vimsete kunja-bhanga viraha-bhavana
parspara sudhalapa sa-prema-jalpana (13)

In the twenty-sixth danda, feelings of separation from each
other arise because the time to leave the kuiija has come. Their
nectar-like conversation is full of prema. (13)

etripe dui danda jaite jaite
kunja chadi radha-krsna calila grhete (14)

In this way, it takes two dandas for Them to rise and leave
the kufija. Sri Radha and Sri Krsna then go toward Their
respective homes. (14)

dui dande asi rai yavate pasila
muhurtteka ratri chila sukhe nidra gela (15)
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After two dandas, Rai reaches Yavata from the kufija. At
that time, because only a muhiirta? remains of the night,

Srimati Radhika happily falls asleep. (15)

radha-krsna lila-khela varnane na jaya
sanksepe kahinu kichu sevara nirnaya (16)

Although it is not possible to describe Sri Sri Radha-Krsna’s
loving pastimes (lila-vilasa), still I have in brief pointed out the
seva one is supposed to perform to Them. (16)

raganugd haiya kara sadhya sadhana
siddha-dehe kara sada manasi sevana (17)

Perform sadhana in accordance with raganuga, with the
aim of attaining the goal (sadhya). Always perform manasi-seva
to your object of reverence in your spiritually perfected form

(siddha-deha). (17)

sthula dehe kara sada sravana kirttana
vaidha dharma thaki dharma karaha palana (18)

In your external body, always perform sravana (hearing)
and kirtana (chanting). Stay within regulated religion; in
other words, follow the rules of the Sruti, Smrti, Puranas
and Paficaratra. Completely abandon the sentiments of the
prakrta-sahajiyas and follow the pure religion of the soul (atma-

dharma). (18)

ati sighra aprakrta deha vyakta habe
sthula linga deha chadi, nitya seva pabe (19)

2 One muhiuirta equals two dandas, in other words, forty-eight minutes.
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By acting like this, a revelation (sphurti) of your tran-
scendental form will quickly come. Then, upon giving up your
gross and subtle body, you will attain your eternal service. (19)

sri-rupa raghunatha pade jara dsa
catuhsasti gupta seva kahe krsnadasa (20)

With the desire to attain the guidance of the lotus feet of
Srila Rapa Gosvami and Srila Raghunatha dasa Gosvami,
Krsna dasa has described the sixty-four kinds of confidential

seva. (20)
dandatmika seva samdpta

Thus ends the description of seva during
the various dandas.
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