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INTRODUCTION

TO THE HINDI EDITION

It gives me unending pleasure to present to the faithful
readers the tenth edition of this booklet, Sri Harinama Maha-
mantra, which has been published by the inspiration of my
spiritual master, the most causelessly merciful nitya-lila-
pravista or vispupada Sri Srimad Bhakti Prajiana Kesava
Gosvami Maharaja. I have endeavoured my utmost to make
the presentation of this book simple and straight-forward.
It has been ascertained that in the present age of Kali,
the supreme religion (dharma) is sankirtana, or chanting the
holy names of Sri Krsna. It is not exclusively for a particular
race of people; it is the actual nature of all living entities and
is eternal and non-changeable. That which alters according
to time, place and circumstance is not true dharma; rather
it is “personal faith”. In the English language, the term
“religion” is used when a particular behaviour has been

adopted. However this is not appropriate. In this world we
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see that a Hindu may become a Muslim, and a Muslim may
become a Christian. We see this happening everywhere.
The conclusion is that if for any reason someone changes
their faith, placing it elsewhere, then that faith cannot
truly be called dharma. Real dharma never undergoes any
transformation.

About five hundred and twenty years ago, Sri Gauranga
Mahaprabhu, who is the combined form of Sri Radha-
Krsna, resolved all conflicts regarding dharma (religion),
scripture, authentic disciplic successions (sampradayas),
sinful acts, good policy, bad policy, knowledge, yoga,
unrestricted behaviour, race, capitalists, labourers, problems,
and caste and asrama, and thus conquered everyone’s heart.

Presently, however, so many problems exist in abundance
throughout the whole world and just like contagious diseases,
they have a firm grip on almost everyone. New conflicts
are being created every day. In the name of reconciliation,
behaviour antagonistic to scriptural injunctions that are
passed down within the four authorized sampradayas — in
the form of egalitarianism — is being strongly encouraged.

Currently, anything termed "conciousness" is not accepted
by our society. If, in such worldwide peril, there is one all-
encompassing and completely dignified solution, it is the
panacea named nama-sankirtana, chanting the transcendental

names of Sri Krsna, as practised and preached by Sri

Sl
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Caitanya Mahaprabhu. Other than this, there is no way that
any other endeavour can possibly succeed.

The most authoritative and spiritually elevated personal-
ities have expressed these thoughts very conspicuously in
a number of places. Highly exalted personalities, who are
completely devoid of envy, such as Sri Rapa Gosvami, Sri
Sanatana Gosvami, Sri Jiva Gosvami, Sri Gopala Bhatta
Gosvami, Sri Raghunatha dasa Gosvami, Sri Raghunatha
Bhatta Gosvami, Sri Vrndavana dasa Thakura and Sri
Krsnadasa Kaviraja Gosvami, and who are unhappy to see
the misery of others, have collected the extremely confidential
statements of the scriptures. On the basis of these statements,
they have established the supreme position of the Sri Hare
Krsna maha-mantra as uttered by Sriman Mahaprabhu.

By immense good fortune, a living entity can experience
an awakening of unflinching faith in the statements of such
realized saintly persons. As he follows the instructions of
these maha-janas (great souls), he frees himself from the root
of all problems by crossing the unlimited ocean of repeated
birth and death and becoming situated in his eternal
constitutional position.

It is a matter of great sadness that so many illusionists,
inspired by Kali, cheat the faithful and simple-hearted people
and also destroy themselves by presenting arguments

that oppose the actual process of chanting the holy name

. il
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(nama-sankirtana). Some people say that instead of chanting
“hare krsna hare krsna”, one should first chant “hare rama
hare rama”. Others say that the mahd-mantra is “sri krsna
caitanya, prabhu nityananda, hare krsna hare rama, $ri radhe-
govinda”. Some others say that one should always chant
“nitai gaura radhe-Syama, hare krsna hare rama” or that “rama,
rama” within the maha-mantra is an address to Bhagavan
Sri Ramacandra. Still others affirm that the maha-mantra
should only be recited within the mind, not chanted or sung
out loud.

Many people accept as their authorities the very people
who are spreading Kali’s network, not understanding the
evil influence of this age of Kali. These ‘authorities’ bewilder
others with their misconceptions, which have sprung from
their own fertile imagination. Such misconceptions are
due to their gross materialistic vision and their inability to
understand the inconceivable potency within the unerring
medicine of nama-sankirtana, as practised and preached by
the Supreme Lord, Sri Caitanyadeva.

To open the eyes of the people of this world to these
illusionists, I am presenting in this small book literally
hundreds of scriptural quotes as evidence. Such proofs
have been presented by the followers of Sri Nityananda
Prabhu, the dear most eternal associate of Sriman
Mahaprabhu. May the people of this world attain the

v .
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real wish-fulfilling jewel of that nama-sarikirtana, which is
devoid of artificiality, and gain the supreme benefit.

My most worshipful spiritual master and grand-spiritual
master are devoid of any artificiality, most trustworthy and
most adept in distributing sri-krsna-sankirtana as practised
and preached by Sriman Mahaprabhu. They do so within the
conceptual line of Sri Saccidananda Thakura Bhaktivinoda,
who brought the current of pure bhakti to this world, just
as King Bhagiratha brought the Ganges. By their unlimited
mercy this great medicine is being disseminated everywhere
in its pristine form, and the ignoble efforts of selfishly
motivated persons have almost been ineffective. Still it is
necessary to distribute this booklet so that ill-intentioned
persons cannot be so audacious as to try to cover the purity
of the maha-mantra.

The essence of the instructions that Sriman Mahaprabhu
imparted to Sri Sanatana Gosvami [or the essence of the
eternal instruction of dharmal is that one should perform
nama-sankirtana in the association of saintly persons. The
hare krsna maha-mantra is the Sri Radha-Krsna paraka-mantra,
or the mantra that helps one attain Sri Radha-Krsna. One
obtains prema for the Divine Couple, Sri Radha-Krsna, and
direct realization of one’s eternal constitutional position
(svariipa), by constantly practising the chanting of this

mahd-mantra.
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The English edition of this booklet has been widely
distributed, and it has also been translated into many other
languages. Many persons have thus received supreme
benefit and are chanting the mahd-mantra in a purely
authentic manner. Those who are obsessed with prejudice,
however, cannot be helped, even by the Supreme Lord.

Finally, may the personified form of the Supreme Lord’s
mercy, my most worshipful Srila Gurudeva, shower his
profuse mercy upon me so that I may achieve the highest
qualification and perform the service that is most dear to his
heart (mano-"bhista-seva). This is my heartfelt supplication at
his lotus feet, which bestow prema.

Due to the great haste in which the publication was
prepared, some small errors may remain. May the faithful
readers please inform us of these errors, so we can correct

them for the next edition.

Praying for a particle of the mercy of Hari-Guru-Vaisnava

Tridandi-bhiksu Sri Bhaktivedanta Narayana

Sri Nandotsava

522 years after the appearance of Sri Caitanya,
25 August, 2008

. Vi,



PREFACE

The hare krsna maha-mantra is eternal, and in this world,
the Hare Krsna movement is thousands upon thousands
of years old. In the Western world, though, it is relatively
new. It was introduced to America in 1965 by Sri Srimad
Bhaktivedanta Svami Maharaja, Srila Prabhupada. “The
Hare Krsnas”, as they have come to be known, are often
seen singing the maha-mantra — hare kyrsna hare krsna krsna
krsna hare hare, hare rama hare rama rama rama hare hare —
throughout the world’s towns and villages. Some people find
they brighten and lift the heavy atmosphere of materialism
that envelopes modern civilization. Others view them
with reserve, not understanding their public chanting and
dancing and not feeling comfortable to question it. We hope
this booklet clarifies the authenticity of their practice.
India’s ancient Vedic texts unequivocally present the
chanting of hare krsna as the formula for freeing oneself
from all suffering and becoming established in one’s eternal

spiritual position.
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Ve
Srz‘ .mrz’mima

Absorption in chanting the maha-mantra is not indicative
of sentimental religiosity or mindless fanaticism. Man means
“mind” and tra means “to free”. Therefore, a mantra is not
merely sound; it has a specific potency and acts to liberate
one from the devitalizing nature of material consciousness.
The maha-mantra, meaning the most exalted of all mantras,
does this to the superlative degree. If it is chanted seriously,
one becomes free from all mundane self-conception and
firmly situated in one’s unique, blissful spiritual nature.

It is also written in the Vedas that the Supreme Lord, Sri
Caitanya Mahaprabhu, advents to propagate the maha-mantra
through His own deep immersion in it. To this day, the
empowered pure Vaisnavas representing Him are fulfilling
His mission. Indeed, this has been accomplished so effectively
that millions of people the world over are aware of the maha-
mantra, especially the first two words — hare krsna.

The sacred hare krsma mahd-mantra bestows a tangible
experience of transcendence. When chanted perfectly, it enables
direct communion with the Supreme Lord, that is, realization
of one’s eternal, affectionate mood of service to Him.

This book is a priceless meditation for someone already
deeply involved in the process of chanting the maha-mantra.
Their spiritual practice will be invigorated and their faith
in chanting strengthened by carefully studying its contents.

The authoritative elaborations on the maha-mantra given

. Viil .
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herein are astounding and serve to refresh one’s appreciation
of chanting. The gravity of the article by Srila Bhaktivinoda
Thakura calls us to make the chanting of the hare krsna
mahd-mantra our life and soul. For the serious practitioner,
this book is a most dear friend.

We are confident that any sincere enquirer who
respectfully reads this book will recognize that chanting
this maha-mantra, either congregationally or in solitude, is
an authentic joyful process. And if, upon completing this
text, that reader takes to uttering that sacred sound, we will
feel most satisfied, as our saintly preceptors assure us that
those who chant the hare krsna maha-mantra are bound for an

experience of inner delight.

Aspiring to chant the holy name

under the guidance of Sr1 Guru and Vaisnavas

The Publishing Team of the Third Edition

. IX



nitya-lila-pravigta on vignupada

Sri Srimad Bhaktivedanta Narayana Gosvimi Maharaja



nitya-lila-pravista on vignupada

Sri Srimad Bhaktivedanta Vamana Gosvami Maharaja



nitya-lila-pravigta on vignupada

Sri Srimad Bhaktivedanta Svami Maharaja



nitya-lila-pravigta on vignupada

Sri Srimad Bhakti Prajiiana Kesava Gosvami Maharaja



nitya-lila-pravigta on vignupada

Sri Srimad Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura Prabhupada



nitya-lila-pravigta on vignupada

Saccidananda Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura






Vd
Srz' %rz’na’ma

C%ﬁa’ ~mantra






The transcendental name — hare krsna hare krsna krsna krsna
hare hare, hare rama hare rama rama rama hare hare — is the
mahd-mantra, or supreme mantra, for deliverance in Kali-
yuga. This is in accordance with Vaisnava scriptures such as
the Vedas, Upanisads, Puranas and Sarhhitas. Chanting this
sixteen word maha-mantra is the primary religious process
of this age.

The name of the Supreme Lord is non-different from His
very form. Bhagavan Sri Krsna has suffused His names with
His sweet form, with all of His qualities, with His sweet
pastimes, with His mercy and with all of His potencies.

Bhagavan, the Supreme Personality of Godhead, is nami,
the possessor of His name. Although His personal form is
identical with His name, in certain circumstances, the name
of Bhagavan is even more merciful than He is. It is in this

form of His own name that by His causeless mercy the
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original Supreme Person, Sri Krsna, descended to deliver
the conditioned souls.

A bona fide spiritual master is constantly absorbed in
chanting and remembering the name of Bhagavan. One who
is most fortunate takes initiation (diksa) into the chanting of
the holy name from such a guru. In this way he worships the
Supreme Lord, Sri Bhagavan, by performing congregational
chanting of His names (sarikirtana), by daily chanting a fixed
number of names (japa) and by remembering those names
(smarana). Scripture states that in this present age of Kali,
it is more glorious to loudly chant the holy name than to

remember that name or chant japa:

japato hari-namani sthane sata-gundadhikah
atmanaii ca punaty uccair japan Srotrn punati ca
Sri Naradiya Purana,
verse spoken by Sri Prahlada Maharaja

A person who chants the names of Sri Hari loudly is
one hundred times superior to one who chants those
names quietly. The person who chants quietly only
benefits and purifies himself, whereas a person who
chants loudly also benefits and purifies all who hear
him, such as animals, insects, birds, trees, creepers and
shrubs. Although such entities cannot chant, they can
be delivered from the ocean of birth and death simply
by hearing this harinama.
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Thus, in this age of Kali, the crest-jewel of all kinds of
spiritual practices is to perform sarikirtana of the sixteen
word harindma mahd-mantra. Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu
is the most merciful avatira, or incarnation of God, who
purifies the souls of Kali-yuga. He, too, has instructed us to
continually perform satikirtana of the sacred names of the
Lord — “kirtaniyah sada haril” (Sri Siksastaka 3).

The Brhan-naradiya Purana clearly states:

harer nama harer nama harer namaiva kevalam
kalau nasty eva nasty eva nasty eva gatir anyatha

To make spiritual progress in Kali-yuga there is no
other way, there is no other way, there is no other way,
other than by chanting the holy name, chanting the
holy name, chanting the holy name.

Srila Krsnadasa Kaviraja Gosvami explains the meaning of

the above verse as follows:

kali-kale nama-riipe krsna-avatara
nama haite haya sarva-jagat-nistira
Sri Caitanya-caritamrta (Adi-lila 17.22)

In this Age of Kali, the Supreme Lord Sri Krsna has
incarnated as the holy name. It is through the holy
name that the whole world is delivered.

V3.
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dardhya lagi” "harer nama’-ukti tina-vara
jada-loka bujhaite punah ‘eva’-kara
Sri Caitanya-caritamyta (Adi-lila 1723)

To benefit materialisticly minded people and help them
develop firm faith in the holy name, the words harer
nama [in the above verse from Brhan-naradiya Puranal
have been repeated three times, and eva, meaning
“certainly”, has been used for emphasis.

‘kevala’—Sabde punarapi niscaya-karana
jiana-yoga-tapa-karma-adi nivarana
Sri Caitanya-caritamyta (Adi-lila 17.24)

The use of the word kevala (only) establishes the
renunciation of all other karmic activities, such as the
cultivation of knowledge (jiiana), the practice of mystic
yoga, and the performance of austerities (tapa).

anyathad ye mane, tara nahika nistara
nahi, nahi, nahi—e tina ukta ‘eva’-kara

Sri Caitanya-caritamyta (Adi-lila 17.25)

For one who disobeys the injunctions of the scriptures,
it will be impossible to obtain deliverance. To clarify
this, nasty eva (there is no other way) has also been
repeated three times.



THE SEQUENCE OF THE
MAHA-MANTRA

Some people say that the maha-mantra should be chanted

in the following sequence:

hare rama hare rama
rama rama hare hare

hare krsna hare krsna
krsna krsna hare hare

Their reasoning is based on the following points:

(1) The Kali-santarana Upanisad published by Venkatesa
Press, Mumbai, states that this maha-mantra begins
with the words hare rama hare rama rama rama hare hare
followed by hare krsna hare krsna krsna krsna hare hare.

(2) Inabook called Kalyana from Gita Press, Gorakhpura, the
maha-mantra is written in the above mentioned sequence.

(3) Sri Rama appeared in Treta-yuga. Later Sri Krsna
appeared in Dvapara-yuga. It is therefore logical to

chant hare rama first and then hare krsna.

v 5.
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This logic is completely without basis.

(1) Earlier publications of the Kali-santarana Upanisad by
Venkate$a Press, Mumbali, clearly state that the maha-
mantra begins with hare krsna and not with hare rama.
These earlier publications are still preserved in older
libraries of Kolkata and Jaipur.

(2) Kalyana, published by Gita Press, Gorakhpura, is not
a bona fide proof with which to support the above
perspective.

(3) The fact that Treta-yuga is followed by Dvapara-yuga
has no effect on the eternal mahi-mantra. The maha-

mantra is beyond all yugas and time.

This topic can be understood by citing the Ananta-samhita,
which contains the maha-mantra for deliverance from the
material world (taraka-brahma maha-mantra) in each of the
four yugas'. [The word taraka means “to deliver”, or “to
take across”.] Thus, associated with every yuga is a specific
mantra. By chanting it, one can cross the ocean of birth and
death.

1 Yuga — one of the four ages of the universe, which differ in length and which
rotate like calendar months. [© Bhaktivedanta Book Trust]
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Satya—yuga:
narayana-pard vedah
narayana-paraksarah
narayana-para-muktih
narayana-para-gatih

Narayana is declared as the Supreme in all the Vedas.
Narayana is the supreme combination of all letters.
Realization of Narayana is the supreme liberation.
Narayana is the supreme goal of life.

Treta-yuga:
rama narayanananta
mukunda madhusiidana
krsna kesava kamsare
hare vaikuntha vamana

O Rama! O Narayana! O Ananta! O Mukunda! O

Madhustidana! O Krsna! O Kesava! O Karhsari! O Hari!
O Vaikuntha! O Vamana!

Dvépara—yu ga:

hare murare madhu-kaitabhare
gopila govinda mukunda saure
yajiiesa narayana krsna visno
nirasrayam mar jagadisa raksa
O Hari, Murari, Madhu-Kaitabhari, Gopala, Govinda,
Mukunda, Sauri, Narayana, Krsna, Visnu! O Jagadisa,
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Lord of the universe, please protect me! I have no other
shelter but You.

Kali-yuga:
hare krsna hare krsna
krsna krsna hare hare
hare rama hare rama
rama rama hare hare

The Ananta-sarithita states:

sodasaitani namani
dvatrimsad varnakani hi

kalau yuge maha-mantrah
sammato jiva-tarane

Hare krsna hare krsna krsna krsna hare hare, hare rama hare
rama rama rama hare hare. This harinama maha-mantra
consists of sixteen names and thirty-two syllables. In
Kali-yuga this mantra can deliver all living entities.

Thus, in regard to the third point [that because Sri Rama

appeared first, it is logical to chant hare rama first and then

hare krsnal, it is evident that even in Treta-yuga, before

the appearance of Krsna in Dvapara-yuga, the names of

Sri Krsna — Mukunda, Madhusiidana, Krsna, Kesava and

Karhsari — were present in the mantra for deliverance.
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In conclusion, there is no validity to the arguments and

logic given in favour of changing the sequence of the maha-

mantra.
Furthermore, these verses of the Ananta-satrithita clearly

state that in Upanisads like the Kali-santarana Upanisad, the

mahd-mantra is written in the following sequence:

Hare Krsna Hare Krsna
Krsna Kysna Hare Hore
Hore Rama Hare Rama
Rama Rama Hare Hare

Sri Narada received the mahd-mantra in this sequence
from his guru, Lord Brahma, and this tradition is still
practised today in the Brahma-Madhva-Gaudiya-Vaisnava



yd
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sampradaya. But in other sampradayas, or philosophical
schools of thought, this maha-mantra does not descend [from
guru to disciple] through the guru-parampard, and therefore
its secret and sequence are unknown to persons in those
sampradayas. It is no wonder that the sequence of the maha-
mantra ends up reversed and beginning with hare rama.
Other bona fide scriptures give evidence regarding the

intrinsic nature (svariipa) of the maha-mantra:

sisyasyodanmukha-sthasya
harer namani sodasa
samsravyaiva tato dadyan
mantrar trai-lokya-mangalam

Before initiating a disciple into the gopala-mantra, which
brings auspiciousness to the three worlds, 17 gurudeva
is to recite the hare krsna mantra consisting of sixteen
names. To receive this gopala-mantra, the disciple must
sit facing north and receive the mantra in his right ear.

In scriptures such as the Brahma-yamala, Lord Siva describes

the form (svariipa) of the maha-mantra:
haririt ving nasti kiricit papa-nistarakam kalau
tasmal lokoddharanartharin harinama prakasayet
sarvatra mucyate loko maha-papat kalau yuge
hare-krsna-pada-dvandvar kysneti ca pada-dvayam

tatha hare-pada-dvandvam hare-rama iti dvayam

o II .



Ve
Srz‘ .mrz’mima

tad-ante ca maha-devi! vama rama dvayam vadet
hare hare tato brityad harindma samuddharet

mahd-mantram ca krsnasya sarva-papa-prandsakam iti

O Maha-devi, just see! In Kali-yuga there is no easier
way to eradicate sins than to chant the holy name (sri
harinama). Therefore, in order to deliver the general
populace, it is essential to propagate $ri harindma
among them. The people in Kali-yuga can be easily
liberated from the greatest of sins by performing
sankirtana of this maha-mantra. To chant the maha-
mantra, first chant hare krsna twice, then chant krsna
twice, then hare twice. After that, chant hare rama twice,
then rama twice and again, hare twice. One should
chant, and perform sarkirtana etc., of Sri Krsna's maha-
mantra, which destroys all sins.

This is described in these two stanzas.

The Radha-tantra states:

Srnu matar maha-maye! visva-bija-svaripini!
hari-namno mahamaye! kramarin vada suresvari!

A devotee is praying: O Vi$va-bija-svartipini (seed of the
universe)! Suredvari (you who are worshipable by the
demigods)! Mahamaya (personification of the deluding
potency)! Mata (Mother)! Please hear my prayer and
explain to me the sequence of the maha-mantra.

12
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In response to this, Devi says:

hare krsna hare krsna krsna krsna hare hare
hare rama hare rama rama rama hare hare

dvatrimsad aksarany eva kalau namani sarvadam
etan mantrari suta-Srestha! prathamam synuyan narah

O best among sons, the mahd-mantra for Kali-yuga
bestows all perfection. This maha-mantra, the sacred
names of Sri Krsna, is composed of sixteen names
and thirty-two syllables: hare krsna hare krsna krsna
krsna hare hare, hare rama hare vama rama rama hare
hare. Therefore, a person who desires his own welfare
should first hear this mahd-mantra from his gurudeva.

In the same Radha-tantra, Tripura-devi also suggests:

hari-namna vind putra! diksa ca viphald bhavet
guru-deva-mukhdac chrutvd harinama paraksaram
brahmana-ksatra-vit-Siidrah srutva nama paraksaram
diksarin kuryuh suta-Srestha! maha-vidya-su sundara!

O best among sons, you are conversant with the
greatest knowledge. Please look; if you hear the gopala-
mantra from $ri gurudeva before hearing the hare krsna
mahd-mantra from him, the results of the gopala-mantra
will become void. Therefore, persons of all sections of
society (varnas), such as the brahmanas and ksatriyas,
must first hear this mahd-mantra from $ri gurudeva
before they accept initiation into the gopala-mantra.
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The Padma Purana also states:

dvatrimsad aksaram mantrarit nama sodasakanvitam
prajapan vaisnavo nityam radha-kysna-sthalari labhet

Any Vaisnava who constantly chants the hare krsna
maha-mantra, which is endowed with sixteen names
consisting of thirty-two syllables, will certainly attain
the supreme abode of Sri Radha-Krsna in Goloka
Vrndavana-dhama.

In the Radha-hrdaya-khanda of the Brahmanda Purana,

Romaharsana Siita prays to Sri Vedavyasa as follows:

yat tvayd kirtitam natha!
hari-nameti samjiiitam

mantrarii brahma-padari1 siddhi-
karari1 tad vada no vibho!

O Vibhu (Great One)! O Prabhu (Lord)! Please instruct
me on the intrinsic form of the transcendental mantra,
which consists of the all-spiritual names of Sri Hari,
the bestower of all perfections.

In reply, Sri Vedavyasa gives the following instruction:
grahandad yasya mantrasya dehi brahma-mayo bhavet

sadyah piitah sura-po 'pi sarva-siddhi-yuto bhavet
tad ahar te "bhidhasyami maha-bhigavato hy asi
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hare krsna hare krsna krsna krsna hare hare
hare rama hare rama rama rama hare hare

iti sodasakarit namnari tri-kala-kalmasapaham
natah parataropayah sarva-vedesu vidyate

O my son, I will certainly instruct you in that maha-
mantra. By accepting it, a person in the bodily conception
of life can be spiritualized; even a drunkard can quickly
become purified and attain all perfection. I will certainly
instruct you because you are a mahd-bhigavata and a
suitable candidate. The sixteen word maha-mantra, hare
krsna hare krsna krsna krsna hare hare, hare rama hare
rama rama rama hare hare, can destroy all of the the sins
committed in the three worlds. For achieving liberation
from bondage, the four Vedas do not mention a method
superior to the chanting of this maha-mantra.

Ananta-sarithita also states:
hare krsna hare krsna krsna krsna hare hare
hare rama hare rama rama rama hare hare

sodasaitani namani dva-trimsad varnakani hi
kalau yuge maha-mantrah sammato jiva-tarane

utsrjyaitan mahd-mantram ye tv anyat kalpitari padam
maha-niameti gayanti te sastra-guru-langhinah

It is the hare krsma mantra, which is composed of
sixteen names and thirty-two syllables, that is the
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supreme mantra for delivering the souls in Kali-yuga.
All revealed scriptures accept this mantra to be famous
as the mahd-mantra. Therefore those who neglect this
mahd-mantra and accept and propagate any other
mantra (such as nitdi gaura radhe syama, hare krsna hare
rama or $ri krsna caitanya prabhu nityananda hare krsna
hare rama $ri radhe govinda) as the mahd-mantra, due to
their own imagination or the imagination of others,
disobey guru and scripture.

If someone asks, “Why is this sixteen word hare krsna mantra
the great, or maha, mantra?” then the following answer is
given.

“Bhagavan Sri Krsna has innumerable holy names, but
His other names cannot equal the name Hari, which protects
us from imminent sins, great misfortune and ignorance.
There is no name equal to the name of Krsna in the matter
of bestowing prema, and there is no name equal to Rama in
the matter of bestowing liberation (crossing the ocean of
material existence). The maha-mantra is composed of these
three primary names. Moreover, these sixteen names are a
form of address. Affixes such as orit, namah, klim, svaha, etc.,
are not added [required] here. For this reason it is called the
maha-mantra.”
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The Sanat-kumara-sambhita states:

hare krsnau dvir avrttau krsna tadrk tatha hare
hare rama tathd rama tatha tadrk hare punah

hare krsna hare krsna krsna krsna hare hare
hare rama hare rama rama rama hare hare

First chant hare krsna twice, then krsna twice, followed
by hare twice. Then chant hare rama twice, rama twice
and then hare twice. By this we get the mahd-mantra,
hare krsna hare krsna krsna krsna hare hare, hare rama hare
rama rama rama hare hare.

Please note that in the Yajur Veda, the Kali-santarana Upanisad
also describes the intrinsic form and glories of the maha-

mantra in this way:

haril ori1. dvdparante narado brahmanam jagama, katham
bhagavan! garin paryatan kalimh santareyam iti. sa hovica
brahma sadhu prsto 'smi sarva-Sruti-rahasyam gopyarti
tacchrnu yena kali-samisarari tarisyasi. bhagavata adi-
purusasya narayanasya namoccarana-matrena nirdhiita-
kalir bhavati. naradah punah papraccha. tan-nama kim
iti? sa hovdca hiranyagarbhah, “hare krsna hare krsna
krsna krsna hare hare | hare rama hare rama rama rama
hare hare.” iti sodasakarih namnam kali-kalmasa-nasanam.
natah parataropayah sarva-vedesu drsyate. iti sodasa-
kalavrtasya jivasya-avarana-vinasanam. tatah prakasate
pararit brahma meghapaye ravi-rasmi-mandaliveti. punar
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naradah papraccha. bhagavan! ko 'sya vidhir iti? sa hovdca
ndasya vidhir iti. sarvada Siicir asucir va pathan brahmanah
sa-lokatarin  samipatam sa-rilpa tam  sayujyatam iti.

At the end of Dvapara-yuga, Sri Narada went to Sri
Brahma. After offering his obeisances, he inquired: O
Lord, how, while wandering about on this earth planet,
can I cross beyond the influence of this age of Kali?

Lord Brahma replied: O son, you have asked an
excellent question. Please hear the most confidential
secret in the entire Vedas, knowing which you can easily
transcend the influence of Kali. Just by one’s utterance
of the name of that Original Person (adi-purusa), who
is Bhagavan Sri Narayana (Krsna), the personality of
Kali-yuga begins to tremble.

Narada further inquired: Which name of Sri
Bhagavan is that? What is its instrinsic form (svariipa)?

In reply Brahma said: Hare krsna hare krsna krsna
krsna hare hare, hare rama hare vama rama rama hare
hare. This maha-mantra, composed of sixteen names,
can completely destroy all the impurities of the age of
Kali. A superior spiritual practice does not appear in
the entire Vedas. The maha-mantra destroys the sixteen
coverings of the soul, which means that it can destroy
the five gross elements (pasica-bhiita) and the eleven
senses that cover the living entity. Then, just like the
sun whose rays shine brightly when the covering of
clouds is removed, the Lord reveals Himself to the
living entity.
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Sri Narada then asked: O Lord, what are the rules
and regulations for chanting this maha-mantra?

Lord Brahma said: There are no rules and regulations
for chanting this mahd-mantra. Anyone can chant it in a
pure or impure state. Moreover, by clearly pronouncing
this mahd-mantra, one can attain the five types of
liberation, or its secondary results, such as achieving
equal bodily features as the Lord (sariipya), living on
the same planet with the Lord (sdlokya), possessing
opulence like that of the Lord (sarsti), being the Lord’s
personal associate (samipya), and merging with the
Lord’s effulgence (sayujya). Not only that, the primary
result of chanting the maha-mantra is the attainment
of krsna-prema, the fifth goal of human life (paficama
purusartha).

This subject matter is presented in Sri Caitanya-caritamrta, Adi-
lila 738-86, Madhya-lila 25.147 and 192, and Antya-lila 3.177,
7104 and 20.11.

Sri Bhakti-candrika, Saptama Patala states:
atha mantra-varam vaksye dovatrimsad aksard nvitam
sarva-papa-prasamanar sarva-durvasand nalam

This maha-mantra is endowed with thirty-two syllables
and can destroy all sins. It is like fire, burning all evil
habits.
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catur-varga-pradari saumyari bhakti-dari prema-ptirvakam
durbuddhi-haranari Suddha sattva-buddhi-pradayakam

It bestows religiosity (dharma), economic development
(artha), sense gratification (kama) and liberation (moksa).
Its beautiful form (svariipa) is capable of stealing one’s
foolish, ignorant mentality. It is the giver of pure
spiritual intelligence and it bestows the symptoms of
prema-bhakti.

sarvaradhyam sarva-sevyam sarvesam kama-piirakam
sarvadhikara-samyuktari sarva-lokaika-bandhavam

It is worshipable and worthy of being served by all.
Sri nama fulfils everyone’s desires. All are qualified
to serve this mahd-mantra, meaning all are qualified
to perform sarnkirtana of the maha-mantra. Of all well-
wishers, this maha-mantra is prominent.

sarvikarsana-samyuktam dusta-vyadhi-vinasanam
diksa-vidhi-vihinarii ca kalakala-vivajitam
It is endowed with the potency to attract all. It is the
destroyer of all afflictions. It does not depend on the

rules and regulations of diksi etc., and it is not restricted
by time.

van-matrenarcitam bahya-piija-vidhy-anapeksakam

jihva-sparsana-matrena sarvesam phala-dayakam
desa-kalaniyamitam sarva-vadi-susammatam
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The maha-mantra is worshipped just by saying it. No
external paraphernalia is required. It is capable of
giving results simply by its contact with the tongue,
without considering the rules pertaining to time, place
and circumstance. For this reason, members of all
philosophical schools accept it.

Also the Paippalada-$akha of the Atharva Veda states:

sva-nama-miila-mantrena sarvam hladayati vibhuh
sa eva milla-mantrarm japati harir iti krsna iti rama iti

That maha-mantra, which is composed of the names of
Sri Krsna, the origin of all incarnations of God (avataras),
is making everyone joyful. He Himself, in the form of
Sri Krsna Caitanya Mahaprabhu, audibly chants the
hare krsna maha-mantra, the source of all mantras.

The following verse explains the result of performing kirtana,

etc., of the maha-mantra:

mantro Quhyah paramo bhakti-vedyah

namany astav asta ca sobhanani

tani nityam ye japanti dhirds

te vai mayam atitaranti nanye

paramarii mantram parama-rahasyam nityam dvartayati

The maha-mantra is most confidential and can only be
understood through bhakti. It contains eight charming
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pairs of names of the Supreme Lord, such as hare krsna
and hare rama. It is thus certain that intelligent people
who chant these names continuously will become free
from material illusion (maya), not others. That is why
intelligent persons always chant, perform kirtana of
and remember the maha-mantra.

In the Brahmanda Purana (Uttara-khanda, Chapter Six),
King Vrsbhanu prays to the sage Kratu, “O lord, if you are
favourably disposed toward me, please give me in charity the
names of Sri Hari.” That very moment, the magnanimous
sage Kratu gave him the sixteen names, hare krsna etc. Thus
an intelligent person should always, everywhere, keep
chanting this maha-mantra: “nama-sankirtanam tasmat sada
karyarir vipascita — the holy name may be chanted during all

activities.”
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SRI CAITANYA MAHAPRABHU
AND THE MAHA-MANTRA

pd
Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu, who inaugurated the chanting
of $ri harinama-sankirtana, instructs the devotees, also, to

perform sarnkirtana of the maha-mantra.

Sri Vasudeva Sarvabhauma Bhattacarya says:

visanna-cittan kali-ghora-bhitin
samviksya gauro hari-nama-mantram

svayari1 dadau bhakta-janan samadisat
sankirtayadhvam nanu nytya-vadyaih

Upon seeing the unhappy and fearful living entities
of this age of Kali, Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu, out of
His causeless compassion, mercifully distributed the
mahd-mantra as charity and instructed the devotees:
O devotees, you should collectively perform sarkirtana
by singing and dancing with musical instruments.

harer nama-prasiadena nistaret pataki janah
upadestd svayam krsna caitanyo jagad-iSvarah

.23 .,



Ve
Srz‘ .mrz’mima

krsna-caitanya-devena hari-nama-prakasitam
yena kenapi tat-praptam dhanyo ‘sau loka-pavanah

By the mercy of the holy name, a sinner can also be
delivered. This is because the instructor of the holy
name is the Lord of the universe, Sri Krsna Caitanya
Mahaprabhu. It therefore follows that, any person who
receives this holy name, which has been manifested
by Sri Krsna Caitanya Mahaprabhu Himself, becomes
most fortunate. Furthermore, they can also purify
others by giving them their association.

The great poet Srila Kavi Karnapiira states in his epic poem,
Sri Caitanya-carita (11.54):

tatah Sri-gaurangah samavadad ativa-pramudito

hare krsnety uccair vada muhur iti Sri-maya-tanuh
tato ‘sau tat procya prativalita-romarica-lalito

rudariis tat-tat-karmarabhata bahu-duhkhair vidalitah

(At the time of Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu’s sannydsa
ceremony, the barber who had been asked to shave Him
felt morose and perturbed. Although he held the razor
in his hand, he could not bring himself to shave off Sri
Caitanya Mahaprabhu’s beautiful curly hair. Instead
he simply wept.) Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu, whose
eternal form is fully immersed in the transcendental
sentiments of Sri Radha, became deeply pleased and
said: O Barber! You must constantly and loudly chant
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hare krsna hare krsna krsna kysna hare hare, hare rama hare
rama rama rama hare hare.

Upon hearing these instructions from Sri Mahaprabhu, that
barber began to chant, and although he continued to weep
in great distress, he proceeded to shave off Mahaprabhu’s
hair. He became so absorbed in chanting the maha-mantra

that his bodily hairs stood erect (romarica, or pulaka).

Sri Caitanya-margala states:

bahu prasariyd prabhu brahmane tulild
tara ghare bhakti-bhare gana arambhila

Mahaprabhu, with His arms outstretched, lifted the
brahmana up. His heart full of bhakti, He started to sing.

brahmanera ghara yena haila vrndavana
harindma Sunibare dise sarva-jana

It seemed as if the house of the brahmana had become
Vrndavana. A multitude of people gathered to hear
and chant the maha-mantra.

hare krsna hare krsna krsna krsna hare hare
hare rama hare rama rama rama hare hare

(All of them together started performing kirtana of the
maha-mantra): hare krsna hare krsna krsna krsna hare hare,
hare rama have vama rama rama hare hare.
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Sri Caitanya-marigala also states:

hare krsna nama prabhu bale nirantara

Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu is always uttering the names
hare krsna.

prasanna Sri-mukhe hare krsna krsna bali
vijaya haila gauracandra kutithali

The delightful Gauracandra, His divine face full of
transcendental happiness, became victorious chanting
hare krsna krsna.

hare krsna hare krsna bali’ prema-sukhe
pratyaksa haild asi’ advaita-sammukhe

Once, while uttering hare krsna hare krsna, Sriman
Mahaprabhu, fully immersed in the bliss of prema,
appeared before Advaita Acarya.

Sri Caitanya-bhagavata (Madhya-khanda 6.117) states:

jaya jaya "hare kysna’—mantrera prakasa
jaya jaya nija-bhakti-grahana-vilasa

All victory to the manifestation of the hare krsna
mahd-mantra (when Bhagavan accepts the mood of a
devotee). All glories, all glories to the blissful pastimes
performed by accepting bhakti to Him.
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Sri Caitanya-bhagavata (Madhya-khanda 23.74-78) also states:

prabhu bole,—krsna-bhakti hauk sabara
krsna-nama guna vai na baliha dra
Sriman Mahaprabhu said: May all attain krsna-bhakti. Do
not utter anything except Krsna’s names and qualities.

apane sabare prabhu kare upadese
krsna-nama maha-mantra sunaha harise

Mahaprabhu Himself is instructing everyone with
these words: All of you joyfully hear this mahd-mantra,
which is composed of Krsna’s names.

hare krsna hare krsna krsna krsna hare hare
hare rama hare rama rama rama hare hare

prabhu bale kahilan ei mahamantra
ihd jap’ giya sabe kariya nirbandha

Sriman Mahaprabhu said: I have spoken this maha-
mantra for all of you. Now you decide a fixed number
of names to chant, and chant regularly.

iha haite sarva-siddhi haibe sabara
sarva-ksana bala’ ithe vidhi nahi ara

You will gain all perfections through this. Always keep
chanting it. There is no other procedure except for this.
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ki Sayane, ki bhojane, kiba jagarane
ahar-nisa cinta krsna, balaha vadane
Sri Caitanya-bhagavata (Madhya-khanda 28.28)

While sleeping, eating or awake, at all times remember
Krsna and chant His name.

sarvada Sri-mukhe ‘hare krsna hare hare
balite ananda-dhara niravadhi jhare

Sri Caitanya-bhagavata (Antya-khanda 1.199)

Uttering the names hare krsna hare hare with His lotus
mouth, Mahaprabhu shed incessant tears of ecstasy
from His eyes.

kali-yuga-dharma haya nama-sankirtana
cari-yuge cari-dharma jivera karana
Sri Caitanya-bhagavata (Adi-khanda 14.137)

The dharma, or principle religious occupation, of Kali-
yuga is nama-sankirtana. The four types of dharma
prescribed within the four yugas, respectively, are
solely for the auspiciousness of the jivas.

Sri Caitanya-bhagavata (Adi-khanda 14.139-143) states:

ataeva kali-yuge nama-yajfia sira
ara kona dharma kaile nahi haya para

In Kali-yuga, the essence of sacrifice (yajiia) is to chant
the holy names. Following any other religious process
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will not take anyone across the ocean of material
existence.

ratri-dina nama laya khdite Suite

tanhara mahima vede nahi pare dite
Even the Vedas cannot fully describe the glories of
a person who chants the names of the Lord day and
night, even while eating and sleeping.

Suna misra, kali-yuge nahi tapa-yajiia

yei jana bhaje krsna, tanra maha-bhagya
O Tapana Miéra, listen. In the age of Kali, there is not
much to be gained from the performance of austerities,
fire sacrifice and other procedures, but that person
who performs the bhajana (worship) of Sri Krsna is
supremely fortunate.

ataeva grhe tumi krsna bhaja giya
kutinati parihari’ ekanta haiya

Therefore, you should return to your home and perform
bhajana of Sri Krsna. Leaving all duplicitous behaviour,
you should take the association of devotees.

sadhya-sadhana-tattva ye-kichu sakala
hari-nama-sankirtane milibe sakala

Just by performing harinama-sankirtana, one will gain
entrance into all else, such as philosophical truths
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regarding the goal of life and the process of worship
(sadhya-sadhana-tattoa).

hare krsna hare krsna krsna krsna hare hare
hare rama hare rama rama rama hare hare

ei sloka nama bali’ laya maha-mantra
sola-nama battisa-aksara ei tantra

The subject of this sloka is the sixteen names consisting
of thirty-two syllables, which are all in the vocative
case. This is what is known as the maha-mantra.

sadhite sadhite yabe premankura habe
sadhya-sadhana-tattva janiba se tabe

Sri Caitanya-bhagavata (Adi-khanda 14.145-147)

If you continually chant the holy name, the seed of
prema will sprout and you will come to understand the
truth about perfection and the truth about the process
by which perfection is attained (sadhya-sadhana-tattva).

Sri Caitanya-caritamrta states:

krsna-nama-maha-mantrera ei ta’ svabhava
yei jape, tara krsne upajaye bhava
Sri Caitanya-caritamrta (Adi-1ila 7.83)
The nature of the hare krsma mahd-mantra is such
that when a person chants it, his heart immediately
develops loving sentiments for Sri Krsna.
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krsna-visayaka prema—parama purusartha
yara age trna-tulya cari purusirtha
Sri Caitanya-caritamrta (Adi-lila 7.84)

When the four goals of human life — dharma (perfectly
performing one’s occupational duty), artha (accumu-
lating wealth), kama (satisfying one’s desire for sense
pleasure) and moksa (attaining liberation) — stand before
pure love for Sri Krsna (krsna-prema), the fifth and
topmost goal, they appear as insignificant as straw.

paficama purusartha—premanandamrta-sindhu
brahmadi ananda yara nahe eka bindu

Sri Caitanya-caritamrta (Adi-lila 7.85)

The fifth, supreme, goal (krsna-prema) is a nectarean
ocean of the bliss of prema. The other goals, like the
pleasure derived from the featureless aspect of the
Absolute (brahma), do not compare to even a drop of
this ocean.

krsna-namera phala—"prema’, sarva-sistre kaya
Sri Caitanya-caritamyta (Adi-lila 7.86)
The conclusion of all scripture is that prema is the fruit

of chanting the names of Krsna.

kali-kale nama-riipe krsna-avatira
nama haite haya sarva-jagat-nistara

Sri Caitanya-caritamyta (Adi-lila 17.22)
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In this age of Kali, Krsna has descended in the form
of these names. Certainly, it is by these names that the
entire world is delivered.

avatari’ caitanya kaila dharma pracarana
kali-kale dharma—Xkrsna-nama-sankirtana

Sri Caitanya-caritamyrta (Madhya-1ila 11.98)

Sr1 Caitanya Mahaprabhu has descended in this age
of Kali to propagate the religious process of the age,
chanting the holy names of Sri Krsna.

sankirtana-yajiie tanre kare aradhana
sei ta sumedhd ara—kali-hata-jana

Sri Caitanya-caritamrta (Madhya-1ila 11.99)

That person who worships Bhagavan by performing
sanikirtana is considered to possess high intelligence. But
others, who do not perform sarikirtana, are understood
to have had their intelligence destroyed by Kali.

nirantara kara krsna-nama-sankirtana
helaya "mukti’ pabe, pabe prema-dhana
Sri Caitanya-caritamrta (Madhya-1ila 25.154)

Constantly chant the sacred names of Krsna (krsna-
nama). Even by chanting namabhasa, or a semblance of
the holy name, you will very easily achieve liberation.
Eventually, upon chanting the pure names, you will
receive the treasure of krsna-prema, pure love for Krsna.
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eka ‘namabhdse’ tomara papa-dosa yabe
ara ‘nama’ laite kysna-carana paibe
Sri Caitanya-caritamrta (Madhya-1ila 25.199)

Just start to chant the hare krsna maha-mantra. Then,
when you can chant at the stage of namabhdsa, the
entirety of your sinful reactions will be removed. And
when you can chant hare krsna purely, you will attain
the shelter of Sri Krsna’s lotus feet.

namera phale kysna-pade prema upajaya
Sri Caitanya-caritamrta (Antya-lila 3.178)
The fruit of chanting the holy name without offence
is that prema, or ecstatic love for the lotus feet of Sri
Krsna, will awaken.

kali-kalera dharma—krsna-nama-sankirtana
Sri Caitanya-caritamrta (Antya-lila 7.11)

In Kali-yuga the only religious duty is to chant krsna-
nama-sankirtana.

harse prabhu kahena,—suna svariipa-rama raya
nama-sankirtana—kalau parama upaya

Sri Caitanya-caritamrta (Antya-lila 20.8)
In jubilation Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu said: My dear
Svarfipa Damodara and Ramananda Raya, please hear

Me. Chanting the holy names (nama-sasnkirtana) is the
supreme process in Kali-yuga.
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sankirtana-yajiie kalau krsna-aradhana
sei ta” sumedha paya krsnera carana

Sri Caitanya-caritamrta (Antya-lila 20.9)

In this Age of Kali, the process of worshiping Krsna is
to perform sacrifice by chanting the holy name of the
Lord. One who does so is certainly very intelligent, and
he attains shelter at the lotus feet of Krsna.?

nama-sankirtane haya sarvanartha-nasa
sarva-subhodaya, kysne-premera ullasa

Sri Caitanya-caritamrta (Antya-lila 20.11)

By chanting krsna-nama, one can eradicate all anarthas,
or desires that are an impediment to devotion. And
by the splendour of §ri-kysna-prema, pure love for Sri
Krsna, all good fortune is awakened.

khdite Suite yatha tatha nama laya
kala-desa-niyama nahi, sarva-siddhi haya
Sri Caitanya-caritamrta (Antya-lila 20.18)
Regardless of time or place, one who chants the name
attains all perfection, either while eating, sleeping,

standing or sitting. There are no restrictions in regards
to time, place and so forth.

2 Translation by Srila A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada
© Bhaktivedanta Book Trust
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ei-mata hana yei krsna-nama laya
sri-krsna-carane tanra prema upajaya
Sri Caitanya-caritamrta (Antya-lila 20.26)
A person will definitely awaken prema for the lotus feet
of Sri Krsna if he chants His name like this.

Srila Raghunatha dasa Gosvami states in the introduction to

his commentary on the maha-mantra:

ekada krsna-virahad dhyayanti priya-sangamam
mano-vaspa-nirasartham jalpatidarin muhur muhuh
hare krsna hare kysna krsna krsna hare hare
hare vama hare vama rama rama hare hare
yani namani virahe jajapa varsabhanavi
tanye va tad-bhava-yukto gauracandro jajapa ha
Once, Srimati Radhika was feeling overwhelming distress
due to separation from Her beloved Syamasundara,
and She meditated upon meeting Him. To remove Her
fire of separation, She began to chant this maha-mantra,
hare krsna hare krsna krsna kysna hare hare, hare rama hare
rama rama rama hare hare. Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu,
who is absorbed in the mood of Srimati Radhika, also
chanted these names.

§ri-caitanya-mukhod girna hare krsneti varnakdh
majjayanto jagat premni vijayantam tadahvayah

Laghu-bhagavatamyta (1.4)
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Thus, Krsna’s sixteen names consisting of thirty-two
syllables, the hare krsna mahd-mantra, came from the all-
auspicious mouth of Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu. May this
maha-mantra, which makes the entire universe absorbed in
krsna-prema, be graciously and conspicuously present above
all else. Jaya ho! Jaya ho! Let the maha-mantra be completely

victorious!
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COMMENTARIES ON THE
MAHA-MANTRA

‘harih’ 'krsnah’ 'rama’ iti nama-trayatmako ‘maha-mantrah’
tasmin sambodhanatmakani trini namani santi

The maha-mantra consists of the three names — Hari, Krsna
and Rama. Each name is in the vocative case, meaning it is a

direct address, a ‘calling out’.

Elaboration on the sweetness of the name

~ Madhurya-mayi ~

An elaboration on the sweetness of these three names is

as follows:
vijidpya bhagavat-tattvari cid-ghanananda-vigraham
haraty avidyam tat-karyam ato harir iti smrtah

By providing a clear understanding of the conclusive
truth about His nature, Sri Bhagavan, the embodiment
of eternity, knowledge and bliss, destroys avidyd, or
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the absence of knowledge, and its concomitant result,
ignorance. Therefore the name Hari (one who takes

away) is an appropriate name to remember Him.

anandaika-sukhah sriman syamah kamala-locanah
gokulanando nanda-nandanah krsna iryate

It is only the lotus-eyed Nanda-nandana, Sri Syama-
sundara, the nectarean embodiment of bliss, who
bestows bliss to the residents of Gokula and who is
referred to as Krsna (the all-attractive one).

vaidagdhi sara-sarvasvam miirta-liladhidaivatam
Sri-radhari ramaya nityarin rama ity abhidhiyate

Brahmanda Purana (Uttara-khanda 6.55)

Sri Krsna is the lila-miirtiman-vigraha — the personifica-
tion of transcendental pastimes, or the presiding deity
of such pastimes. He is the crest-jewel of all those
who are rasika (who can fully relish transcendental
mellows), and He is supremely clever in all arts.
Because He eternally makes Srimati Radhika enjoy
amorous pastimes, in other words, because He gives
Her pleasure, He is also known as Rama.

. 40 .



CMatia-mantra

Elaboration on the opulence within the name

~ Ai§varya-may1 ~

harita tri-vidharii tapam janma-koti-satodbhavam
paparii ca smaratar yasmat tasmad dharir iti smrtah

Bhagavan Sri Krsna is known as Hari because He
steals, from those devotees who remember Him, the
three-fold miseries® of countless births and the sinful
activities performed by the body, mind and words.

krsir bhii-vacakah sabdo nas ca nirvrti vacakah
tayor aikyarit pararit brahma krsna ity abhidhiyate

The verbal root krs means “all attractive” and the word
na means “blissful”. The combination of these syllables
refers to Sri Krsna, the embodiment of bliss, the all-
attractive Parabrahma.

ramante yogino ‘nante satyanande cid-atmani
iti rama-padendsau pararii brahmabhidiyate

Yogis on the transcendental platform derive great
joy by meditating upon Him as the infinite form of
supreme bliss (nityananda-svariipa), and as He who has a
transcendental form (cinmaya-svariipa). For this reason,
that Sri Krsna is also called Rama (the supreme enjoyer).

3 Those miseries arising from one’s own body and mind, miseries inflicted by others
and miseries given by the demigods in the form of draught, flood, famine etc.
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The commentary that explains how
the Divine Couple can be remembered
within the name

~ Yugala-smarana-mayi ~

mano harita krsnasya krsnahlada-svariipini
tato hara Sri-radhaiva tasyah saribodhanam hare

Sri Radha is the pleasure potency (hladini-sakti) of Sri
Krsna. It is She who is known as Hara (one who steals
away) because She can captivate Krsna’s mind. Hara
becomes Hare in the vocative case.

apagrhya trapari dharmari dhaivyarin manam vraja-striyah
venuna karsati grhat tena krsno "bhidhiyate

By the sound of His flute, Vraja-raja-kumara, the
young prince of Vraja, steals away the natural shyness,
sense of dharma (religiosity), pride and patience of the
cowherd damsels, and attracts them away from their
households. Therefore, He is known as Krsna.

ramayaty anisar riipa lavanyair vraja-yositam
manah paficendriyaniha ramas tasmat prakirtitah

That same Krsna, with the extraordinary beauty of His
form (ritpa-lavanya), always surcharges the minds and
senses of the cowherd damsels with ever-increasing
bliss. For this reason He is glorified as Rama.
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Commentary on the maha-mantra
by Srila Jiva Gosvami

sarva-ceto-harah krsnas tasya cittam hartay asau
vaidagdhi-sara-vistarair ato radha hard mrta (1)

%re — Sri Krsnacandra’s transcendental beauty
captivates the minds of all, but Srimati Radhika
captivates even the mind of Sri Krsna by exercising
Her unrivalled cleverness. Therefore, She is known as
Hara. Hara in the singular vocative case is Hare.*

karsati svtya-lavanya-murali-kala-nihsvanaih
Sri-radharin mohana-guna 'lankrtah krsna iryate (2)

7(1’.57_24 — Sri Hari, who is adorned with qualities that
bewilder the three worlds, constantly attracts Srimati
Radhika by His youthful beauty and the sweet sound
of His flute. Therefore, He is called Krsna [the all-
attractive one].

Srityate niyate rase harind harineksna
ekakini rahah-kufije hareyari tena kathyate (3)
_7{&1’6 — Sri Krsna kidnapped the doe-eyed Srimati

Radhika, taking Her alone to a secluded forest bower,

4 According to Sanskrit grammar, the last letter in a name may change in the voca-
tive case. In the maha-mantra, Hara becomes Hare. The names Krsna and Rama remain
the same.
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away from the rasa-mandala. This has been learned from
the words of the most exalted saintly personalities.
Therefore, Radhika is known as Hara. Hara in its
vocative case becomes Hare.

anga-syamalima-stomaih Syamali-kata-kaficanah
ramate radhaya sardharit atah kysno nigadyate (4)

7(_1’._5‘7_14 — The magnificent effulgence emanating
from His dark limbs can convert Sri Radhika’s golden
complexion to the lustre of a dark sapphire ($yama-
varna). That Radha-ramana Syamasundara is called
Krsna.

krtvaranye sarah-srestharii kantayanumatas taya
akrsya sarva-tirthani taj-jaanat krsna iryate (5)

7(7’57161 - Sri Hari manifested Syama-kunda, the
topmost of all beautiful lakes, in the forest of Vraja near
Govardhana. He did this in accordance with the desire
of His beloved Sri Radhika, and He attracted all holy
places to it. Therefore, learned people who understand
this deep secret call Him Krsna.

krsyate radhaya premnd yamuna-tata-kananam
lilaya lalitas capi dhiraih krsna udahrtah (6)

7(_1’._5‘7_14 — Although His pastimes in the kufijas on
the banks of the Yamuna in Vrndavana bewilder the
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world, the all-attractive dhira-lalita-nayaka® Sri Hari is
attracted by the transcendental prema of Sri Radhika,
which is celebrated by the name mahabhava. That is
why intelligent people call Him Krsna.

hrtavan gokule tisthann aristarii pusta-pungavam
Sri-haris tam rasad uccai rayatiti hava mrta (7)

]{ere — Whilst living in Vraja, Sri Krsna stole away
the life force of the strong bull-like demon, Aristasura.
At that very moment Srimati Radhika, in great
jubilation, loudly chanted “Hari, Hari!” For this reason,
Sri Radha is known as Hara. In the vocative case, Hara
is addressed as Hare.

hy asputam rayati priti-bharena hari-cestitam
gayatiti matd dhirair hard rasa-vicaksanaih (8)

}{ere — Sri Radhika sings the pastimes of Sri Krsna
in indistinct tones, and sometimes, out of intense
affection, She sings loudly. Therefore, learned scholars
who are expert in discerning rasa-tattva refer to Her as
Hara. Hara is addressed as Hare.

rasavesa-paristratari jahdara muralim hareh
hareti kirtita devi vipine keli-lampata (9)

5 The dhira-lalita-nayaka is as attractive as Cupid, ever-youthful, expert at joking,
never anxious, controlled by His beloveds’ prema and expert in loving affairs. He is
rasika, charming and dexterous.
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ﬂ;zre - In Vrndavana, Sri Radhika playfully stole
away the flute as it fell from the hands of Sri Krsna
while He was immersed in rasa. Because She stole away
(jahara), Radhika-devi is known as Hara. The form of
address for Hara is Hare.

govardhana-dari-kugije pariraribha-vicaksanah
sri-radharin ramayamasa ramas tena mato harih (10)

Rq'md - Sri Krsna is most clever in the art of
embracing. He is thus known as Rama because He
wandered with Sri Radhika, playing and enjoying with
Her in the cave-like arbours of Govardhana.

hanti duhkhani bhaktanam rati saukhyani canvaham
hara devi nigaditd maha-karunya-salini (11)

ﬂc}fe - Sri Radhika is most merciful. She steals
away all the miseries of the devotees and daily bestows
happiness upon them. Thus She is known as Hara and
is addressed as Hare.

ramate bhajate cetah paramananda-varidhau
atreti kathito ramah Syama-sundara-vigrahah (12)

Q{fiﬂza — The minds of the devotees who perform
bhajana delight in the topmost ocean of bliss, Sri Krsna.
For this reason the dark complexioned Sri Krsna is
known as Rama.
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ramayaty acyutar premna nikufija-vana-mandire
rama nigaditd radha ramo yuktas taya punah (13)

Q{c‘iﬂm — In the arbours, Srimati Radhika gives joy
to Sri Hari with Her prema. Therefore, according to
the etymological origin of ramayati anandayati or ‘She
who gives happiness and bliss’, She is called Rama. Sri
Krsna is known as Rama because He unites with Sri
Radha, or Rama.

rodaniar gokule davanalam asayati hy asau
visosayati tenokto ramo bhakta-sukhavah (14)

Rq'ma - When Sri Krsna, saw all the Vrajavasis
weeping in Vraja, He swallowed the forest fire, thus
giving them great pleasure. Therefore, St Krsna, who
gives happiness to His bhaktas, is called Rama.

nihantum asuran yato mathurd-puram ity asau
tadagam adrahah kamo yasyah sasau hareti ca (15)

ﬂ&re - Sri Krsna went to Mathura-puri to kill
Kamsa and other demons. Afterwards, He returned
to Vraja with the desire to meet with Sri Radhika in a
solitary place. She attracts Sri Krsna from dhamas like
Mathura and brings Him to Vraja. For this reason She
is called Hara (one who steals). The form of address for
Hara is Hare.
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agatya duhkha-harta yo sarvesam vrajavasinam
$r1 radha-hari-carito haril Sri-nanda-nandanah (16)

]—[&re — Sri Nanda-nandana came from Mathura and
Dvaraka to steal away all the miseries of the Vrajavasis.
That Nanda-nandana, who is endowed with pastimes
that captivate the mind of Sri Radhika, is called Hari.
The word Hari becomes Hare in the vocative case.

Thus ends the commentary on the maha-mantra
by Srila Jiva Gosvami

Commentary on the maha-mantra
by Sri Gopala Guru Gosvami

ajfiana-tat-karya-vinasa-hetoh

sukhatmanah Syama-kisora-miirteh
sri-radhikaya ramanasya pumisah

smaranti nityam mahatam mahantah (1)

The topmost devotees, the mahd-bhagavatas, eternally
remember the embodiment of bliss and the youthful
black complexioned form of Sri Radha-ramana, who
can destroy ignorance (avidya) as well as the disease of

material existence born from it.

vilokya tasmin rasikar kytajiiari
jitendriyam santam ananya-cittam
krtarthayante krpaya susisyari
pradaya nama-traya-yukta-padyam (2)
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That same maha-bhagavata who upon seeing their
qualified disciple completely full of devotion, attach-
ment and taste for the same Sri Radha-ramana, and
also recognizing him to be grateful, victorious over
the senses, peaceful, undistracted and steady minded,
mercifully gives him the verse containing hare krsna,
etc., namely the maha-mantra, which is composed of
three names. In this way, they make him successful.

Commentary on the word “Hare”
within the maha-mantra

harir harati papani dusta-cittair api smrtah
anicchaydpi sariisprsto dahatyeva hi pavakah (3)

%re — Just as fire burns even if touched by accident,
similarly, the Lord can remove all the sins of a person
with a wicked mind, regardless of the mood with
which he remembers Him. Thus His name is Hari, “He
who steals away”.

vijidpya bhagavat-tattvari cid-ghanananda-vigraham
haraty avidyam tat-karyam ato harir iti smrtah (4)

By providing a clear understanding of the conclusive
truth about His nature, Sri Bhagavan, the embodiment
of eternity, knowledge and bliss, destroys avidyd, or
the absence of knowledge, and its concomitant result,
ignorance. Therefore the name Hari (one who takes
away) is an appropriate name to remember Him.
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athava sarvesari sthavara-jangamadinari tapatrayari
haratiti harih, yadva divya-sadguna-sravana-kathana-
dvard sarvesdri visvadinarn mano haratiti, yadod
sva-midhuryena  koti-kandarpa-lavanyena  sarvesdri
avataradingm mano haratiti harih, hari-Sabdasya-
sambodhane ‘he hare” (5)

He is called Hari because He removes the threefold
miseries of all the moving and non-moving living
entities. The minds of materially enmeshed living
entities are captivated by hearing and chanting His
transcendental qualities. Therefore, His name is Hari.
By His sweet innate beauty and elegance, which is more
enchanting than millions upon millions of Cupids,
He captures the minds of all other incarnations. Thus
the Prince of Vraja, Sri Krsna, is known as Hari. The
vocative form of Hari is Hare.

rasadi-prema-saukhyarthe harerharati ya manah
hara sa giyate sadbhir-vrsabhanu-suta para (6)

svariipa-prema-vatsalyair-harer-harati ya manah
hard si kathyate sadbhih sri-radha vrsabhanuja (7)

harati sri-krsna manah krsnahlada-svaripini
ato haretyanenaiva sri-radhd parigiyate
ityadina sri-radha-vacaka-hara-sabdasya sambodhane hare (8)

To accomplish the loving pleasure of risa, Srimati
Radhika captivates the mind of Krsna by Her form,
qualities, tenderness and love. Thus, gentle, virtuous
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persons talk and sing about the bliss potency (hladini-
$akti) of Sri Krsna, Vrsabhanu-nandini Sri Radha, by
using the name Hara. Hara is addressed as Hare.

Commentary on the word “Krsna”

within the maha-mantra

krsir bhii-vacakah $abdo, nas ca nirvrtti-vacakah
tayor aikyarit pararit brahma, krsna ity abhidhiyate (9)

7(_1’._5‘7_14 — The verbal root krs means “all-attractive”
and na means “all-blissful”. When combined, they
indicate the all-attractive and blissful Parabrahma,
known by the name Sri Krsna.

iSvarah paramah krsnah sac-cid-ananda-vigrahah
anadir adir govindah sarva-karana-karanam (10)

It is Govinda Himself — who is beginningless and
who is the origin of all, the cause of all causes, the
personification of eternity, knowledge and bliss and the
Supreme Controller — who is known by the name Krsna.

anandaika-sukhah sriman syamah kamala-locanah
gokulanandano nanda-nandanah krsna iryate
krsna sabdasya sambodhane krsna (11)

That one without a second, who is the personification
of the elixir of pure bliss and the source of delight for
the residents of Gokula, is the lotus-eyed son of Nanda,
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Sri Syamasundara (the beautiful dark complexioned
one), who is referred to as Krsna. The vocative form of
the word Krsna is Krsna.

Commentary on the word “Rama”

within the maha-mantra

ra-sabdoccaranat devi! bahir niryanti patakah
punah pravesakale tu makarasca kapatavat (12)

Rfinza — Sri Sankara said to Parvati: He Devi! By
pronouncing the first syllable of the word Rama (rd) all
sins leave the body, and when one chants the syllable
ma, it acts as a door to prevent the sins from re-entering.

ramante yogino nante satyanande cidatmani
iti ramapadenadah pararbrahma "bhidhiyate (13)

Yogis rejoice in the pure spiritual, and unlimited
Absolute Truth, and the embodiment of bliss. That
Parabrahma is known as Rama.

vaidagdhi sara-sarvasvam, mirta-liladhidaivatam
sri-radhdrin ramyan nityarit rama ity abhidhiyate (14)

Sri Krsna, the predominating deity of all rasa-filled
pastimes, the crest-jewel of the clever and the topmost
enjoyer of rasa (rasika-sekhara), eternally gives joy to
Srimati Radhika. He is thus referred to as Rama.
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$ri radhayascittamakysya ramate kridatiti ramah
rama-sabdasya saribodhane rama

tathd hi krama-dipikayarin candram prati sri-krsnah-
mama nama-Satenaiva radha-nama saduttamam

yah smarettu sada radham na jane tasya kirir phalam (15)

Sri Krsna further attracts the mind of Sri Radhika and
thus enjoys performing pastimes with Her. He is therefore
known as Rama. The vocative form of the word Rama is
Rama. In the Krama-dipika, Sri Krsna said to Candrama,
the moon: Radha’s name is superior to hundreds of My
names. In other words, chanting Sri Radha’s name just
once is far superior to chanting My names hundreds of
times. Even I do not know what benefit awaits that person
who always chants and remembers Sri Radha.

Another explanation of each word of the mahd-mantra is as

follows:

]{zzre — “krsnasya mano haratiti hara radha, tasyah
saritbodhanane he hare — Srimati Radhika, who steals the mind
of Sri Krsna, is called Hara. She is addressed, ‘He Hare!” ”

Yé’szuz - “radhaya manah karsatiti krsnah tasya sariibodhane he

krsna — Krsna means He who attracts the mind of Sri Radha.

He is addressed, ‘He Krsna!” ”
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ﬂ;zre - “krsnasya loka-lajja-dhairyadi sarvarm haratiti hard
radha, tasyah saritbodhane he hare — Sri Radhika causes Sri
Krsna to lose (hara) all His shyness, sobriety, patience,
modesty, etc. That is why She is known as Hara. She is
addressed, ‘He Hare!” ”

YCrsna - “radhaya loka-lajja-dhairyadi sarvam karsatiti krsnah,
tasya saritbodhane he krsna — Sri Krsna attracts Radhika in such
a way that She loses all Her shyness, reserve, patience, etc. For
this reason He is called Krsna. He is addressed, ‘He Krsna!" ”
7{1’3714 — “yatra yatra radha tisthati gacchati va tatra tatra sa
pasyati krsno mar spréati, balat kaficukadikarr sarvarit haratiti
krsnah, tasya saritbodhane he krsna — Wherever Sri Radhika
stands or goes, She sees Sri Krsna touching Her and forcibly
pulling Her veil. For this reason He is called Krsna (all-

attractive) and is addressed ‘He Krsna!” ”

YCrsna — “punar harsatamin gamayati vanawm karsatiti krsnah,
tasya saribodhane he krsna — He gives pleasure to Sri Radha,
who again ventures to the forest of Vrndavana, being
irresistibly attracted by the sound of His flute. For this

reason He is called Krsna and addressed ‘He Krsna!” ”

‘7'[211’8 — “yatra krsno gacchati tisthati va tatra tatra pasyati
radhda mamagre parsve sarvatra tisthati viharati iti hara radha,
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tasyah saribodhane he hare — Sri Krsna sees Sri Radha next
to Him wherever He stands or moves — in every direction —
and hence His consciousness becomes captivated by Her.
Therefore, She is called Hara. She is addressed, ‘He Hare!” ”

‘7'[211’2 - “punas tam krsna harati sva-sthanam abhisarayatiti
hara radha, tasyah sarbodhane he hare — She again steals
Sri Krsna away to a secret rendezvous hinted at by Her;
therefore, the address to Sri Radha is Hara. Hara changes to

Hare in the vocative case. ”

]‘[c‘zre - “krsnarin vanarii harati vanam dgamayatiti hara
radha, tasyah saritbodhane he hare — Sri Radha steals Krsna
away to the forest. In other words Her attraction takes Krsna
to the forest groves of Vrndavana; thus, Sri Radha is called
Hara. She is addressed, ‘He Hare!” ”

Q{c’ima - “ramayati tam narma-niriksanddineti ramah, tasya
sariibodhane he rama — Sri Krsna’s playful smile, laughter,
daréana, etc., involves Sri Radhika in amorous pastimes
and thus gives pleasure to Her. For this reason His name is

Rama. He is addressed, ‘He Rama!” ”

ﬂ&re - “tat-kalikam dhairyavalaibanadikarit krsnasya haratiti
hara radha tasyah saritbodhane he hare — Sri Radha causes
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Krsna to instantly lose His patience and composure. There-
fore, She is Hara and addressed, ‘He Hare!” ”

Q{c’ima - “cumbana-standkarsanalinganadibhih  ramate  iti
ramah tasya samibodhane he rama — By means of intimate kisses,
stana-akarsana, embraces and so forth, Sri Krsna performs

intimate pastimes with Radhika. He is addressed, ‘He Rama!” ”

R’a'ma - “punas tam purusocitam krtvd ramayatiti ramah,
tasya sarbodhane he rama — Sri Krsna is He who enjoys
amorous pastimes with His consort, Sri Radhika, by making
Her play the dominant role in love. He is thus called Rama

(the enjoyer), and is addressed ‘He Rama!” ”

Q{c’imd - “punas tatra ramate iti ramah, tasya saribodhane he
rama — Because He repeatedly enjoys pleasure in that place,

He is called Rama and is addressed ‘He Rama!” ”

]‘[z‘zre - “punah rasante krsnasya mano hrtva gacchatiti hard
radha, tasyah saribodhane he hare — As rdsa-lili comes to a
conclusion, She walks away and yet again steals Sri Krsna’s
mind. Radha is therefore called Hara. She is addressed
"He Hare!” ”

]‘[c‘zre - “radhayd mano hrtvd gacchatiti haril krsnah, tasya

saritbodhane he hare — Similarly, Sri Krsna, at the conclusion
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of rasa-lila also walks away, capturing Radhika’s mind. Thus

He is called Hari. Here, Krsna is addressed, ‘He Hare!” ”

Thus ends the commentary on the mahd-mantra
by Sri Gopala Guru Gosvami

The commentary on the maha-mantra

by Sri Raghunatha dasa Gosvami

ekada krsna-virahad dhyayanti priya-sangamam
mano- vaspa-nirdasartharm jalpatidait muhur muhuh

hare krsna hare krsna krsna krsna hare hare

hare rama hare rama rama rama hare hare

he hare — sva-nama-Sravana-matrena sva-madhuryena ca mac-ceto harasi.
tatra hetul: he krsna iti. krs-abdasya sarvirthah nas ca ananda-svariipa
iti svarthe nah. sac-cid-ananda-svariipaka iti sviyena sarva-dik-
paramanandena sarvadhika-paramanandena va pralobhya iti bhavah.
tatas ca he hare — vamsi-vadane mama dhairya-lajja-
gurubhaydadikam api harasi.

tatas ca he krsna — svanga-saurabhena mam sva-grhebhyo
vrndavanam pratyakarsasi.

tatas ca he krsna — vanari pravistaya me kaficukini sahasaivagatya
karsasi.

tatas ca he krsna — svanga-lavanyena sarvadhikanandena ca mam
pralobhya mat kucau karsasi (nakhair akarsasi).

tatas ca he hare — sva-bahu-nibaddharii mam puspa-sayyar prati harasi.
tatas ca he hare — tatra nivesitaya me antariyam api balad harasi.
tatas ca he hare — antariya-vasana-harana-misenatma-viraha-pidar
sarvam eva harasi.
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tatas ca he rama — svacchandarii mayi ramase.

tatas ca he hare — yad avasistari me kificid vamyam dsit tad api harasi.
tatas ca he rama — man ramayasi svasmin purusayitam api karosi.
tatas ca he rama — ramaniya-cida-mane! tava navina-vaktra-
madhuryam api nihdankari tad-atmanam tava ramaniyakam man-
nayanabhyarit dvabhyam eva svadyate iti bhavah.

tatas ca he rama — ramanari ramah, ramasya bhavah ramah;

he rama! tada tvam saksad ramanadhidevabhvariipo "prakrta-
kandarpa eva bhavasi, athava na kevala ramana-riipendpi
ramana-kartu ramana-prayojakah kintu tad-bhava-riipd rati-miirtir
iva tvam bhavasiti bhavah.

tatas ca he hare — mac-cetand-mygim api harasi, mam ananda-
miircchitam karositi bhavah.

yato he hare — siritha-svariipa! tad api tvam rati-karmani siritha iva
maha-pragalbhyari prakatayasiti bhavah

evam bhiitena tvaya preyasa viyuktd "ham ksanam api kalpa-
kotim iva yapayituri katham prabhdvamiti svayam eva vicaraya

iti nama sodasakasya 'bhiprayah. tatas ca namabhis cumbakair

iva krsnah krsnaya sahasaiva 'krsto milita-paramananda eva.
tasyah sva-sakhindm tat-parivara-vargasya tad-bhava-sadhakanam
arvacinanam api sri-radhd-krsno manasam saripiirayatah.

Commentary

by Saccidananda Bhaktivinoda Thakura

He Hare — mac-cittamm hrtvd bhava-bandhanan mocaya -
O Hare, please captivate my mind and release me from

material existence.
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He Krsna - mac-cittam akarsa — O Krsna, please attract my

restless mind toward You.

He Hare - sva-madhuryena mac-cittarin hara — O Hare,

captivate my mind with Your innate sweetness.

He Krsna - sva-bhakta-dvara  bhajana-jiiana-danena  mac-
cittarii Sodhaya — O Krsna, please make my mind pure with
the knowledge of devotional service, as given by Your

devotees, who understand the science of devotion.

He Krsna - nama-riipa-guna-liladisu man-nistham kuru -
O Krsna, please give me firm faith in Your name, form,

qualities and pastimes.

He Krsna - rucir bhavatu me — O Krsna, may I develop

a taste for Your name, form, qualities and pastimes.

He Hare - nija-seva-yogyam marn kuru — O Hare, please

make me qualified to serve You.

He Hare - sva-sevam ddesaya — O Hare, please make me

qualified and order me to serve You.

He Hare - sva-presthena saha svabhista-lilam sravaya -
O Hare, please make me hear of Your sweet pastimes with
Your dear most beloved (Krsna).
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He Rama - presthaya saha svabhista-lilarn mar Sravaya —
O Rama, Radhika-ramana, make me hear of Your most
cherished amorous pastimes that You perform with Your
beloved Sri Radhika.

He Hare - sva-presthena saha svabhista-lilam mari darsaya —
O Hare, Srimati Radhika, please give me darsana of Your
dearest pastimes with Your beloved Sri Krsna.

He Rama - presthaya saha svabhista-lilam mar darsaya — O
Rama, Radhika-ramana, please reveal to me a vision of Your

cherished pastimes with Your beloved.

He Rama - nama-riipa-guna-lild-smaranadisu mari  yojaya —
O Rama, please engage me in remembering Your name,

form, qualities and pastimes.

He Rama - tatra mam nija-seva-yogyar kuru — O Rama,

please make me qualified to serve You in those pastimes.
He Hare — mari svangi-krtya ramasva — O Hare, please accept

me and include me within Your pastimes. In other words

make me blissful.
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He Hare — maya saha ramasva — O Hare, please include me in

Your pastimes. Perform Your transcendental sports with me.

Thus ends the commentary on the maha-mantra taken from
Sri Caitanya-siksamyta and other scriptures by
Sr Saccidananda Bhaktivinoda Thikura

Commentary on Sri Pada-kalpataru

nara harinama antare achu bhavaha
habe bhava-sagare para

dhara re Sravane nara harinama sadare
cintamani uha sara

O brother, just by slightly experiencing this holy name
in your heart, you can cross the ocean of material
existence. Therefore, with great respect, take this
harinama through your aural senses, for it is the very
essence of a wish-fulfilling spiritual gem (cintamani).

yadi krta-papi adare kabhu mantraka-
rdja Sravane kare pana
$r1 krsna caitanya bale haya tachu durgama
papa tapa saha trana
Sri Krsna Caitanya Mahaprabhu says that if a sinful
person even once respectfully accepts this emperor of
all mantras (the maha-mantra) through his aural senses,
the gravest of his sins will be vanquished along with all
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the misery within the blazing fire of this material world
(adhyatmika, adhibhautika and adhidaivika).

karaha gaura-guru-vaisnava-asraya
laha nara harindma-hara

samsdare nama lai sukrti haiya tare
apamara durdcara

O brother, accepting the shelter of Sri Gauranga, guru
and the Vaisnavas, take this garland of sr7 harinama.
Even the most ordinary and immoral people will be able
to cross beyond this material world by accumulating
spiritual merit (sukrti) on the strength of these names.

ithe krta-visaya-trsna pahufi-nama-hara
yo dharane Srama-bhara

ku-trsna jagadananda krta-kalmasa
kumati rahala karagara

As a result of giving up the holy name, only this
wretched Jagadananda, due to deep attachment
to material sense objects and absorption in sinful
activities, has remained in this world and busies himself
with other practices. I am like a labourer carrying an
unnecessary burden, and thus I continue to lie in the
penitentiary of this material world.

Sri Pada-kalpataru, Gaura-pada-tarangini tarariga 1,
Ucchvisa 2, pada 59
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THE GLORIES OF
SRI HARINAMA

One can find an abundance of glorification of Sri
Bhagavan’s name in the scriptures. A portion of those

glories will be mentioned here.

The intrinsic form of the holy name

~ Nama-svarupa ~

nama cintamanih krsnas
caitanya-rasa-vigrahah

pitrnah suddho nitya-mukto
"bhinnatvan nama-naminoh

Bhakti-rasamyta-sindhu (1.2.108)

The holy name of Sri Krsna awards all benedictions,
just like the cintamani stone. It is Krsna Himself, the
embodiment of all transcendental mellows (caitanya-
rasa-vigraha). Since Krsna’s name and Krsna Himself
are non-different, the holy name is complete, beyond

. 69 .



Ve
Srz‘ .mrz’mima

the influence of the material energy (mayi) and
eternally liberated.

In Kali-yuga the holy name
bestows all perfection

kaler dosa-nidhe rajann
asti hy eko mahan gunah
kirttanad eva krsnasya
mukta-sangah param vrajet

Srimad-Bhagavatam (12.3.51)

My dear King, although Kali-yuga is an ocean of faults,
there is still one good quality about this age: Simply by
chanting the hare krsna maha-mantra, one can become
free from material bondage and promoted to the
transcendental kingdom.®

krte yad-dhyayato visnum
tretayar yajato makhaih
dvapare paricaryayanm
kalau tad dhari-kirtanat
Srimad-Bhagavatam (12.3.52)

The result that is attained in Satya-yuga by performing
(dhyana) meditation on Sri Bhagavan, in Treta-yuga
by performing opulent fire sacrifices (yajfia) and in

6 Translation by Srila A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada
© Bhaktivedanta Book Trust
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Dvapara-yuga by performing formal worship (arcana),
is easily available in the age of Kali solely by performing
the chanting of the name of Sri Bhagavan (harinama-
kirtana).

dhydyan krte yajan yajiiais-tretayam dvapare "rcayan
yadapnoti tadapnoti kalau sankirtya kesavam

Visnu Purana (6.2.17)
Padma Purana, Uttara-khanda (42.25)

The same benefit that can be obtained in Satya-yuga
through meditation (dhyana), in Treta-yuga through
performance of fire sacrifices (yajiia) and in Dvapara-
yuga through methodical worship (arcana), can be
obtained in Kali-yuga only through harinama-kirtana.

kali-kale nama-riipe krsna-avatira
nama haite haya sarva-jagat-nistara
Sri Caitanya-caritamyta (Adi-lila 17.22)
In Kali-yuga it is Sri Krsna Himself who has descended

in the form of His name. Through this name the entire
world is delivered.

nama vind kali-kale nahi ara dharma
sarva-mantra-sara nama ei sastra-marma

Sri Caitanya-caritamrta (Adi-lila 7.74)

In the age of Kali there is no other authorized religious
practice than to chant the holy name. It is the essence
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of all Vedic mantras. This is the established conclusion
of the teachings of all the scriptures.

The glories of the holy name as described
by the previous spiritual masters

atrithah saritharate "khilar sakrd
udayad eva sakala-lokasya
taranir iva timira-jaladhinm
jayati jagan-mangalari harer nama
Srila Sridhara Svami
Padyavali (6)
All victory to the holy name, which is auspicious for
the entire world! Just as the rising sun dissipates all
darkness, similarly, if the holy name arises just once, it
can destroy all of a person’s sins.

akystih krta-cetasam sumanasam uccatanam carihasam

a-candalam amiika-loka-sulabho vasyas ca mukti-Sriyah

no diksdri na ca sat-kriydm na ca purascaryarit manag iksate

mantro "yari rasand-sprg eva phalati sSri-kysna-namatmakah
Padydvali (18)

The holy name attracts the minds of even those who

are beyond the three modes of material nature. It is

easily accessible to those with the power of eloquence,
as well as to candalas (the lowest among human beings,
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dog-eaters, etc.). It even conquers the opulence of
liberation (mukti). Such is the maha-mantra, the very
form of Sri Krsna’s names. From the very moment
the holy name contacts the tongue it awards results,
without slightly considering whether or not a person
has taken initiation (diksa), performed pious activities
or performed preparatory rituals.

The glories of chanting the holy name
exceed the glories of realizing
the impersonal brahma

yad-brahma-saksat-krti-nisthayapi
vindsam ayati vind na bhogaih
apaiti nama-sphuranena tat te
prarabdha-karmeti virauti vedah
Srila Rapa Gosvami
Krsna-namastakam (4)

O Nama Prabhu, the fructified sinful reactions
(prarabdha-karma), which one has to undergo, even after
attaining realization through uninterrupted resolute
meditation on the impersonal brahma, in a completely
detached state, are at once destroyed just by your
vibration. In other words, they are destroyed the very
moment You appear on the tongue of the devotee. In a
loud voice, the Vedas declare this repeatedly.
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The superiority of chanting the holy name

agha-cchit-smaranarm visnor
vahv-ayasena sadhyate

ostha-spandana-matrena
kirttanas tu tato varam

Hari-bhakti-vilasa (11.236)
Vaisnava-cintamani-vakya

Although remembrance of Sri Visnu destroys all sins,
full remembrance of Him can only be achieved after
endeavouring with great difficulty. Chanting His names,
however, is superior even to remembering Him. (This is
because by merely vibrating the name with namabhasa —
one becomes liberated from bondage to the cycle of birth
and death.)

The superiority of chanting the holy name
over meditation and temple worship

jayati jayati namananda-riiparit murdrer
viramita-nija-dharma-dhyana-pijadi-yatnam

katham api sakyd attar mukti-dam praninari yat
paramamamytam ekarii jloanarm bhilsanar me

Brhad-bhagavatamrtam (1.1.9)

All victory, all victory to the name of Murari, the
embodiment of divine bliss! Through the chanting of
this name, one’s religious duties, meditation, worship
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and other endeavours are completed. However the holy
name is uttered (even by one in the stage of namabhasa),
it awards liberation to the living entities [who hear it].
It is therefore the supreme nectar, my very life and my

adornment.

yena janma-sataih pirvam
vasudeval samarcitah

tan-mukhe hari-namani
sada tisthanti bharata

Hari-bhakti-vilasa (11.237)

O best of the dynasty of Bharata, the holy name of Sri
Hari is eternally present only on the lips of one who
has properly worshipped Vasudeva for hundreds of
births.

Chanting the holy name is not governed by rules
regarding time, place or circumstance

na desa-niyamo rajan na kala-niyamas tatha
vidyate natra sandeho visnor namanukirttane

kalo 'sti dane yajiie ca snane kalo "sti sajjape
visnuh sankirttane kalo nasty atra prthivi-tale

Hari-bhakti-vilasa (11.206)
Samkhyadhrta Vaisnava-cintamani-vikya

O King, it is stated unequivocally that time and place
are not considered in the performance of the chanting of
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the names of Sri Visnu. Rules regarding time (kala) and
regulations (niyama) are applicable in regard to giving
in charity (dana), performing fire sacrifice (yajiia) and
chanting other mantras. On this earth planet, however,
such considerations do not apply to the performance
of the congregational chanting of Sri Visnu’s names
(sankirtana).

na desa-niyamas tasmin na kala-niyamas tatha
nocchistadau nisedho ’sti sri-harer namni lubdhaka

Hari-bhakti-vilasa (11.202)
quoted from Visnu-dharmottara-vakya

O Hunter, time and place are not a consideration in
regard to chanting the holy name of Sri Hari. Nor is
there any [scriptural] prohibition in regard to chanting
in an unclean state due to having eaten, or being in of
any kind of unclean condition.”

madhura-madhuram etan mangalarin mangalanam
sakala-nigama-valli-sat-phala cit-svariipam
sakrd api parigitam Sraddhaya helaya va
bhyquuara nara-matrari tarayet krsna-nama
Hari-bhakti-vildsa (11.234)
quoted from Skanda Purana

7 Scripture ordains that to perform various devotional activities, one must bathe
and don clean cloth, or cloth that one has not worn while eating, etc. This regulation
does not apply to the chanting of the holy name.
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The holy name is the most auspicious of all that is
auspicious, and the sweetest of all that is sweet. It is the
fully ripened transcendental fruit of all the creepers of
the Srutis [literally, "that which is heard", the Vedas].
O best of the Bhrgu dynasty, if a person even once
chants the name of Krsna without offence — be it with
faith or indifference — that chanting will deliver him
from the bondage of material existence.

Chanting the holy name is the process (sadhana)
and the goal (sadhya) for everyone

etan nirvidyamananam
icchatam akuto-bhayam
yogindm nypa nirnitam
harer namanukirttanam
Srimad-Bhagavatam (2.1.11)

O King, the previous spiritual masters have declared
the following to be the immovable principle (siddhanta):
Repeated chanting and remembering of the name of Sri
Hari is the supreme practice and goal for those who
are indifferent to sense pleasure, for the exclusively
dedicated devotees, for those who desire liberation,
promotion to heaven, etc., and for the self-satisfied

yogis.
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SRI HARINAMA

by Saccidananda Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura

The ocean of material existence is very difficult to
cross. Without the mercy of Paramesvara, the Supreme
Controller, it is not only difficult but impossible. Even
though the living entities are superior to matter, they are
by nature weak and dependent. Bhagavan is their sole
protector, guardian and saviour. The living entity (jiva) is
an atomic conscious being (anu-caitanya), and therefore, he
is dependent on and the servant of the Supreme Conscious
Entity (Bhagavan).

That Supreme Conscious Entity is the shelter for all
living entities. This world of matter is created by the
deluding material potency (maya), and the position of
the living entity is like that of an offender in prison. The
living entity wanders throughout the world created by the
material potency as a result of his opposition to the Supreme
Lord (Bhagavan). Those living entities who are opposed to
Bhagavan are chained by the deluding potency and thus

called baddha-jivas, or conditioned souls, whereas those living
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entities who are inclined toward Bhagavan are free from the
deluding energy and are called mukta-jivas, or liberated souls.
In this way, according to their condition, the unlimited living
entities can be divided into baddha-jivas and mukta-jivas.

By devotional practice, the conditioned soul attains the
mercy of Bhagavan and thus becomes capable of breaking
free from the powerful chains of maya. After lengthy con-
templation, our extremely glorious saints have established
three types of spiritual practice (sadhana): karma, jiiana and
bhakti.

Karma

Varnasrama-dharma®, austerities (tapasya), fire sacrifice (yajiia),
giving in charity (dana), executing vows (vrata) and yoga are
mentioned in scriptures as limbs of prescribed duties, or pious
fruitive action (karma), and their results are clearly described.

By deeply understanding the distinct nature of these
results, the primary effects of karma, or pious action
performed to attain the fruit of that action, are revealed. The
results are (1) enjoyment on the earthly planets, (2) enjoyment
in the heavenly planets, (3) relief from disease and (4) the
opportunity to perform good karma.

8 The Vedic social system, which arranges society into four occupational divisions
(varnas), based on a person’s natural qualities, and also into four stages of spiritual
development (a$ramas).
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If we separate the fourth effect — the opportunity to
perform higher karma — from the other three, it seems that
the results of enjoying the earthly planets and the heavenly
planets and curing disease, which the living entity acquires
by performing pious activity, are all illusory as well as
perishable. Such results will be destroyed in the Supreme
Lord’s wheel of time. It is not possible to become free from
the bondage of the deluding potency (maya) by attaining
these results. On the contrary, they will increase the desire
to execute more karma, which will lead to further bondage to
mayd. Results such as attaining the opportunity to perform
higher pious action become meaningless if not performed
in the real sense.

In this regard, Srimad-Bhagavatam (1.2.8) states:

dharmah svanusthitah pumsar
visvaksena-kathasu yah
notpadayed yadi ratiri
srama eva hi kevalam
If, even after executing varnasrama-dharma precisely, a
human being does not develop a taste in his heart for
hearing and chanting the glories of Sri Bhagavan and
§rimad—Bhﬁgavatam, his endeavour has been useless
labour.

In varnasrama-dharma, the divisions of pious duties, both

wordly and bodily, are based on the human beings’ inherent
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natures. Its ultimate purpose facilitates a person’s continued
journey within this material world (sariisira), and within this
body, in the easiest possible way, so that he gets ample time
to hear hari-katha. If a human being practises varnasrama-
dharma perfectly but has no taste for hari-katha, then all of
his endeavours amount to useless labour only. The ocean of
material existence cannot be crossed by performing pious

action. I have explained this briefly.

Jiiana
Empiric knowledge, or jiidna, is also considered a means by
which one can achieve a higher goal. The result of jiiana is
the purification of the soul (atma-suddhi). The soul (atma) is
beyond matter, but the living entity, forgetting this reality,
takes shelter of matter. In this way, he becomes lost on the
path of karma, or pious action.

By discussing empiric knowledge, a person can under-
stand that he is not composed of matter but is transcendental.
The intrinsic nature of this type of knowledge is merely the
renunciation of pious action and its fruits. It is thus called
naiskarmya (absence of pious action and its reaction).

In this stage, the living entity has a little knowledge about
transcendental entities (cit-vastu) but is yet to begin relishing
transcendental bliss, which is that transcendental entity’s

eternal function. The jivas who have attained this stage are
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called atmarama (one who finds pleasure solely in the self).
But when the transcendental activity of relishing spiritual
bliss begins, the stage of naiskarmya, absence of pious action
and its reaction, comes to an end. For this reason Devarsi

Narada states in Srimad-Bhagavatam (1.5.12):

naiskarmyam apy acyuta-bhava-varjitam
na sobhate jiianam alari1 nirafijanam

Even jiana (knowledge) that is devoid of material
affinity in the form of freedom from reaction, but
that is not resplendent with pure devotion (bhakti), is
completely fit to be neglected.

Srimad-Bhagavatam (1.7.10) also mentions:

atmaramas ca munayo
nirgranthd apy urukrame

kurvanty ahaitukirin bhaktim
ittham-bhiita-guno harih

There is such an extraordinary quality in Hari, the
Supreme Conscious Entity, that He even attracts all
those who rejoice in the self (dtmardamas), who are free
from material bondage, and engages them in bhakti, or
devotion, to Him.

Therefore, prescribed duties (karma) and empiric knowledge

(jiana) can only be considered limbs of sadhana when the
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results of pious action (bringing the privilege to perform
higher pious action) and jiana (renouncing its state of
passivity due to taking pleasure only in the self) are
employed in the execution of bhakti.

In and of themselves, empiric knowledge and prescribed
duties are not accepted as limbs of sidhana. They are only
accepted as such when they lead us to bhakti. It is then that
they have some significance. Therefore, only bhakti is called
sadhana. Because prescribed duties and empiric knowledge
are dependent on bhakti, in some places they are accepted as
sadhana. But bhakti, by its very nature, is the intrinsic nature

of sadhana.

Bhakti

The verdict of Srimad-Bhagavatam (11.14.20) is very clear on
this topic:
na sadhayati mar yogo
na sankhyarit dharma uddhava
na svadhyayas tapas tyiago
yatha bhaktir mamorjita

O Uddhava, performing duties as prescribed in scripture
(karma-yoga), analytical philosophy (sarnkhya-yoga) or
executing varnasrama-dharma cannot please Me; nor can
study of the Vedas, austerity or renunciation. Only the
performance of ardent bhakti is pleasing to Me.
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Performing bhakti is the only way to please Bhagavan; there
is no other means. There are nine kinds of sadhana-bhakti:
hearing about Him ($ravana), chanting His name and glories
(kirtana), remembering Him (smarana), worshipping Him
(arcana), praying to Him (vandana), offering Him obeisances
(pada-sevanam), serving Him (ddsya), making friendship
with Him (sakhya) and fully surrendering one’s very self to
Him (atma-nivedana).

Hearing, chanting and remembering are the primary
limbs of devotional practice (sadhana). Sri Bhagavan’s name,
form, qualities and pastimes should be the object of these
practices. Of these four, §r7 nama, chanting the holy name, is
the original seed. Thus, according to scripture, harinama is

the root of all worship:

harer nama harer nama harer namaiva kevalam
kalau nasty eva nasty eva nasty eva gatir anyatha

Sri-Brhan-naradiya Purana (3.8.126)

The name of Hari, the name of Hari, the name of Hari
is the only way. In this age of Kali, there is no other way,
there is no other way, there is absolutely no other way
to achieve the ultimate destination.

The word kalau is to be understood as follows. Although

there is never a time when $r7 harinama is not the sole means
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for deliverance, in the age of Kali, the various other mantras
and practices have become weak. For this reason, in Kali-
yuga, it is especially appropriate to take shelter of this all-

powerful harinama.

In relation to the holy name, $r7 Padma Purana states:

nama cintamanih kysnas caitanya-rasa-vigrahah
pitrnah suddho nitya-mukto "bhinnatvan nama-naminoh

Srila Jiva Gosvami writes in his commentary on the above
verse:

ekam eva sac-cid-ananda—rasadi-rilpam
tattvam dvidhavirbhiitam ity arthah

Sri-krsna-tattva is the non-dual form of eternity,
knowledge and bliss (advaya-sac-cid-ananda-svariipa).
He has appeared in two forms, as nami, the possessor
of the name (the very form of Sri Krsna) and as nama,

His name.

The essence of all spiritual truths (tattva) is that Krsna is the
possessor of all potencies (sarva-$aktiman). The splendour
of He who possesses all potencies is the splendour of His
potency. It is sakti that reveals the transcendental form of

the Supreme Person, her basis. By her power to exhibit, Sri
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Krsna's form is revealed, and by her power to invoke, the
holy name manifests [on the tongue]. Therefore, this holy
name awards the supreme goal of life and all transcendental
good fortune (cintamani-svariipa). It is also the very form
of Sri Krsna (krsna-svariipa) and the personification of
transcendental mellows (caitanya-rasa-vigrahah-svariipa).

Nama is eternally complete in itself. In other words, in
chanting the holy name, it is not required to combine inflected
forms to form mantras, like krsnaya-narayanaya. As soon as the
holy name of Krsna is uttered, krsna-rasa rises spontaneously
in the consciousness. The holy name is eternally pure and
transcendental; it is not lifeless like material syllables. Only
nama is caitanya-rasa, composed of transcendental humours,
and ever liberated. The material tongue is not capable of
producing the holy name. Only a person who has tasted the
rasa of the holy name can understand this explanation. Those
who imagine that the holy name is lifeless, or of material
origin, cannot relish transcendental mellows, nor can they
be satisfied with this explanation.

Someone may say that the holy name, which we chant
continuously, is dependent on material syllables. How, then,
can it be said that the holy name is eternally liberated and
not a material object? Srila Ripa Gosvami responds to this

adverse opinion as follows:
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atah Sri-krsna-namadi na bhaved grahyam indriyaih
sevonmukhe hi jihvadau svayam eva sphuraty adah
Bhakti-rasamyta-sindhu (1.2.234)

This means that the material senses can only perceive a
material object. The holy name of Krsna is transcendental;
therefore, it can never be perceived by the material senses.
That nama which initially manifests on the tongue is the
result of a sphiirti — a pulsating of the transcendental bliss of
the soul in the present material senses. But when the soul’s
transcendental tongue utters Krsna’s name, the Supreme
Absolute Truth personally appears on the material tongue
and begins to dance. As transcendental humours pervade
the senses of the devotee, he laughs out of bliss (ananda),
weeps and laments out of affection (sneha) and dances out
of love (priti). In this way sr7 krsna-nama-rasa pervades the
tongue. Krsna’s name is not produced by a material tongue.

The holy name that is chanted at the time of sidhana is
but a shadow of the name, or namabhasa, chanting that is
covered by clouds of ignorance and by anarthas, desires
unfavourable to the development of bhakti. It is not the holy
name proper. It has been repeatedly seen that continued
practice of namabhasa takes one through different stages of
advancement and brings one to the stage of transcendental
taste for the transcendental names. The lives of Valmiki and

Ajamila are shining examples of this.
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The living entity has no taste for the holy name because
of his offences. For those who chant the name of Sri Krsna
without offence, the transcendental name of Sri Hari, the
fully conscious reservoir of all rasa, manifests Himself
within their hearts. With the rising of the holy name, the
heart blossoms with joy, streams of tears flow from one’s
eyes and symptoms of transcendental ecstasy (sattvika-
vikara) become manifest in the body. Srimad-Bhagavatam
(2.3.24) thus states:

tad asma-saram hrdayarii vatedam
yad-grhyamanair hari-nama-dheyaih
na vikriyetatha yada vikaro
netre jalam gatra-ruhesu harsah
When the living entities chant the holy name, they
indeed experience a complete transformation of heart,
tears flow from their eyes, their bodily hairs stand erect,
and so forth. When, despite chanting Krsna’s name, a
person does not experience any of these symptoms, it
is to be understood that his heart has become very hard
due to offences.

The primary duty of a practitioner of bhakti is to chant
the holy name of Sri Hari without offence. It is therefore
necessary to know the many types of offences, as one can

then stop oneself from committing them.
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The ten offences to the holy name
mentioned in scripture

To blaspheme devotees and saintly persons.

To consider demigods like Lord Siva to be equal to
Bhagavan or independent of Him.

To disobey sr7 guru, who reveals the truth about the holy
name.

To criticize the Vedic literature that describes the glories
of the holy name.

To consider the glories of the holy name to be an
exaggeration or false glorification.

To consider the meanings of the holy name as revealed
in scripture to be imaginary; in other words, to consider
the names Krsna, Rama, etc., to be a product of the
imagination.

To commit sinful activities on the strength of chanting
the holy name.

To equate chanting of the holy name with materially
auspicious activities recommended in the portion of the
Vedas that deals with selfishly motivated fruitive action
(karma-kanda).

To instruct faithless persons on the glories of the holy

name.

(10) To not have faith in the name of Sri Krsna, despite

hearing its glories.
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(1) To blaspheme devotees and saintly persons

If a person disbelieves in the saintly devotees and blasphemes
the perfected souls whose characters are spotless, it is an
offence to the holy name. Therefore, one who accepts the holy
name must first reject with his whole heart the tendency to
disrespect or disregard any Vaisnava. If a doubt arises about
the activity of a Vaisnava, one should try to inquire about
the cause of that behaviour and avoid criticizing him. Our
primary duty is to have faith ($raddha) in the sadhus.

(2) To consider demigods like Lord Siva to be equal to
Bhagavan or independent of Him

To consider demigods like Lord Siva to be independent of
Bhagavan is an offence to the holy name, or a nama-aparadha.
Bhagavat-tattva is one without a second. Demigods like Lord
Siva are not independent of Sri Bhagavan’s authority, nor
are they separate from Him. If a person honours demigods
like Siva as qualitative incarnations of the material modes of
nature (guna-avatiras) or as devotees of Bhagavan, he will
not form the misconception that they are independent of
Him. Those who consider Mahadeva (Siva) an independent
and separate demigod, worshipping him alongside Visnu,
do not actually honour the true glory of Mahadeva, who

is the greatest among Vaisnavas. Such persons therefore

. o1 .



Ve
Srz‘ .mrz’mima

become offensive to both Visnu and Siva. Those who chant
the holy name should reject this kind of misconception.

(3) To disobey &ri guru, who reveals the truth about the
holy name

To disobey sri gurudeva is nama-aparadha, an offence to
the holy name. He who gives the highest teachings on the
truth about the name (nama-tattva) should be accepted as
a spiritual master, or acarya, and as someone most dear to
Bhagavan. One can attain firm faith in the holy name by

cultivating staunch devotion for sr7 gurudeva.

(4) To criticize the Vedic literature that describes the
glories of the holy name

The bona fide scriptures should never be blasphemed.
Revealed scriptures like the Vedas describe pure loving
devotion unto the Supreme Lord (bhagavata-dharma); in other
words, the glories of the holy name (sri-nama). Therefore, to
blaspheme these scriptures is an offence to the holy name,

the glories of which are described throughout the Vedas:

vede ramayane caiva
purane bharate tatha

adav ante ca madhye ca
harih sarvatra giyate

Mahabharata (Svargarohana-parva 6.93)
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In Vedic literature, including the Ramayana, Puranas
and Mahabharata, from the very beginning (adau) to
the end (ante ca), as well as within the middle (madhye
ca), only Hari, the Supreme Personality of Godhead, is
explained.’

How can a person develop love for the holy name if he
blasphemes bona fide scriptures? Some people consider the
scriptures” descriptions of the importance of the holy name
to be simply words of praise. It is an offense to the holy name
to chant the name with such an attitude, and those who
do so will never achieve any tangible result. Such persons
conclude that scriptures falsely praise the glories of the holy
name, just as they falsely praise selfishly motivated fruitive
action (karma-kanda) so that people will develop a taste to
perform it. Those who think like this are unfortunate. On
the other hand, Srimad-Bhagavatam (2.1.11) describes the
faith of fortunate persons:

etan nirvidyamananam
icchatam akuto-bhayam

yogindrit nypa nirnitam
harer namanukirttanam

9 Translation by Srila A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada
© Bhaktivedanta Book Trust
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This means that the sole duty of a yog7 who is detached from
the material world and who wishes to become free from all
fear is to chant the holy name. Persons who have such faith

can achieve the real fruit of chanting.

(6) To consider the glories of the holy name to be an
exaggeration or false glorification

Some people do not understand the difference between
namabhasa (a shadow of the name) and nama (the pure name).
They believe that nama is only a combination of syllables
that will definitely grant results whether one has faith or not.
They use the life and character of Ajamila as an example,

quoting Srimad-Bhagavatam (6.2.14):

sanketyam parihasyarm va
stobharin helanam eva va

vaikuntha-nama-grahanam
asesiagha-haram viduh

One who chants the holy name is immediately freed
from the reactions to unlimited sins, even if he chants
indirectly (to indicate something else), jokingly, for
musical entertainment or neglectfully. This is the
conclusion of all scholars learned in the scriptures.”

10 Translation by Srila A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada
© Bhaktivedanta Book Trust
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(6) To consider the meanings of the holy name as
revealed in scripture to be imaginary; in other words, to
consider the names Krsna, Rama, etc., to be a product

of the imagination

Previously harinama has been described as a conscious
entity full of rasa (caitanya-rasa-vigraha), which cannot be
perceived by the material senses. This proves that it is not
possible to achieve the results of chanting when one commits
offences to the holy name. He who chants without faith
does not achieve the result of chanting; rather, after some
time, he may obtain some faith in nama. Faithless persons
who believe that the name is a limb of karma-kanda (selfishly
motivated fruitive action) or who propagate the holy name
to be only material syllables are actually conditioned souls
and offenders to the name. Vaisnavas diligently endeavour

to avoid this offence.

(7) To commit sinful activities on the strength of chanting
the holy name

Some people believe that by taking shelter of the holy name,
they have attained an easy remedy for the results of all their
sins. With this idea they think that they can steal, perform
acts of fraud and act illicitly, and then chant the holy name
to eradicate all their misdeeds. A person who believes this

is certainly an offender to the holy name. One who has just

.95 .



,
Srz‘ .%rz’mima

once tasted the transcendental mellows of the holy name will

never again become attached to temporary material activities.

(8) To equate chanting of the holy name with materially
auspicious activities recommended in the portion of the
Vedas that deals with selfishly motivated fruitive action

(karma-kanda)

Some believe in pious activities (karma), such as performing
sacrifices, giving in charity, behaving in accordance with
religious principles and visiting holy places. They consider
chanting the holy name, also, to be a pious activity,
and therefore, they are nama-aparadhis. Nama is always
transcendental, whereas all pious action is material. This
means that by nature, pious activities are different from
nama. Anyone who considers the holy name to be equivalent
with pious action becomes indifferent to nama and cannot
relish its mellows (nama-rasa). Just as there is a difference
between diamonds and glass, similarly, there is a vast
difference in nature between chanting the holy name and

performing pious action.
(9) To instruct faithless persons on the glories of the
holy name

One who instructs faithless persons on the holy name or
gives them a mantra is also an offender to the name. It is

pointless to cast pearls before swine. To do so is an insult
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to the pearls, an act of disrespect. Similarly, it is extremely
improper to instruct a faithless person on the holy name.
It is wise to first endeavour to develop his faith, and after
that instruct him on the holy name. Those who, with pride,
assume the role of guru and give instructions on the holy
name to faithless persons will definitely fall down, because
they are committing nama-aparadha, an offence to the holy

name.

(10) To not have faith in the name of Sri Krsna, despite
hearing its glories
If a person does not have exclusive faith in harinama, even
after hearing its extensive glories, and if he is still attached
to or dependent on practices such as karma, jiiana or yoga,
then, also, he is an offender to the holy name.

In this way, the holy name will not arise unless we avoid

nama-aparadha.

Upon seeing the miseries of the living entity, Sri Caitanya
Mahaprabhu, the saviour of those in Kali-yuga, instructs us

with a compassionate heart:

trnad api sunicena
taror iva sahisnuna
amanind manadena
kirtaniyah sada harih
Siksastaka (3)
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By thinking oneself to be even more insignificant than
straw in the street, being more tolerant than a tree, not
accepting honour but giving honour to everyone, a
living entity becomes eligible to chant the holy name.

The primary meaning of this verse is that one is to chant
the holy name with a pure attitude. One who considers
himself more lowly and fallen than anyone else never
criticizes saintly persons or disregards demigods like Lord
Siva, considering them to be independent of Lord Visnu. He
never disregards guru, blasphemes the bona fide scriptures
or doubts the glories of harindma. He never combines false
speculation with dry arguments in order to equate nirguna-
brahma with the name of Hari, nor does he commit offences
on the strength of the holy name. He does not accept pious
activities to be on an equal level with harinama, he never
gives harinama to faithless persons, and he does not have a
scent of a lack of faith in nama. He constantly endeavours
to be aloof from the ten types of offences to the holy name.
He never follows those who either ridicule or are inimical to
nama. Even though he works for the entire world, he does
not possess the slightest false ego of being the enjoyer or
the doer. Thinking himself to be a servant of the world, he
serves the whole world.

When such a qualified person chants harinama, the
spiritual world, which is situated within the core of his
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heart, radiates its transcendental light and thus keeps the
darkness of maya, the deluding material energy, far away.
Therefore, O great souls, constantly perform kirtana of the
holy name without offence. There is no shelter for the jivas
other than harinama.

The endeavour to save oneself from drowning in this
ocean of material existence by taking shelter of empiric
knowledge (jfiana) and performing prescribed duties with
the desire to attain the fruit (karma), is as futile as taking
shelter of a piece of straw to cross a vast ocean. Therefore,
accept the shelter of the great ship of the maha-mantra and

cross this ocean of material existence.
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GLOSSARY

A
Adhibhautika — Sufferings caused by other living beings.

Adhidaivika - Miseries caused by the demigods, such as
disturbances in the weather.

Adhyatmika — Miseries caused by the mind and body.

Avatara — Literally, “one who descends”; a partially or fully
empowered incarnation of Sri Bhagavan as described in the Vedic
scriptures. An avatdra descends from the spiritual world to the
material universe with a particular mission.

B

Bhagavan — The Supreme Personality of Godhead; “The word
bhagavat is used to describe the Supreme Spirit Whole, He who
possesses all opulence, who is completely pure and who is the
cause of all causes” (Visnu Purana 6.5.72—4).

Bhajana — (1) The verbal root bhaj is used specifically in the sense of
sevd, or service (2) Spiritual practice, especially hearing, chanting,
remembering and meditating on the holy name, form, qualities
and pastimes of Sri Krsna.

Bhakta — One devoted to serving the Supreme Lord.

Bhakti — (1) Derived from the root bhaj (to serve) (2) The
performance of activities meant exclusively for the pleasure of
the Supreme Lord Sri Krsna, which are done in a favourable
spirit, which are saturated with love, which are devoid of other
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desires and which are not covered by fruitive action or speculative
knowledge is called bhakti (Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu, 1.1.12).

Brahma — The first created being in the universe. Directed by Sri
Visnu, he creates all life forms in the universe and rules the mode
of passion.

Brahmana — (1) One who realizes brahma, Supreme Spirit, is to be
known as a brahmana (2) One of the four varnas, or social divisions
in the varndsrama system; a priest or teacher.

Brahma-Madhva-Gaudiya-Vaisnava sampradaya — There are four
bona fide disciplic successions who bring to this world the actual
message of Godhead: Brahma, Rudra, Sanaka and Sri. In Kali-yuga,
Sri Madhvacarya is the principle representative of the disciplic
lineage headed by Lord Brahma. The Gaudiya Vaisnavas, headed
by Sr1 Caitanya Mahaprabhu, are in this sampradaya.

C

Caitanya Mahaprabhu — The Supreme Lord Sri Krsna in the
mood of a devotee. He appeared over five hundred years ago in
Navadvipa, West Bengal to spread love for the Supreme Lord Krsna
through the chanting of the holy name. He is also known as Sri
Caitanya, Sriman Mahaprabhu, Gaura, Gauracandra, Gaurahari,
Gaura-ki$ora, Gauranga, Gaurasundara, Gaura, Krsna Caitanya,
Nimai Pandita, Sacinandana and Visvambhara.

D

Darsana — Seeing, meeting, visiting or beholding (a deity, a sacred
place or an exalted Vaisnava).

Dharma — From the verbal root dhr — to sustain; thus, dharma — that
which sustains; (1) The natural, characteristic function of a thing
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(e.g., the quality of fire to give off heat and light) (2) The natural
and eternal function of the soul to love Sri Krsna (3) Religion in
general (4) The socio-religious duties prescribed in scripture,
designed to elevate one to the platform of bhakti.

Diksa — Initiation from a spiritual master, in which the spiritual
master imparts divine knowledge (divya-jiidna) to the disciple and
eradicates all sins is known as diksa.

Dvapara-yuga — The third of the four ages described in the Vedas;
the age preceding Kali-yuga. In Dvapara-yuga people attained
perfection by performing excellent worship of the Deity of the Lord.

G

Guru-parampara — Perfected personalities within a disciplic
succession, who have received divine knowledge from a bona fide
spiritual master.

H
Hladini-Sakti — The bliss potency of the Supreme Lord.

J

Jiiana - (1) Knowledge in general (2) Knowledge that leads to
impersonal liberation.

Jiva — The eternal, individual living entity.

K

Kali-yuga — The present age of quarrel and hypocrisy that began
3102 B.C., the day Sri Krsna departed from this earth for His abode.
It lasts for 432,000 years, of which approximately five thousand
have now passed.
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Krsna-rasa — Transcendental mellows relished in relation with
Sri Krsna.

Karma - (1) Work prescribed in the Vedas (2) Activity in general
(3) Pious activity leading to material gain in this world or to the
higher planets after death.

Karma-kanda — The division of the Vedas that relates to ceremonial
acts and sacrificial rites performed for material benefit or liberation.

Kirtana — The most important limb of the ninefold system of
devotional service, consisting of either: (1) congregational singing
of Sri Krsna’s holy names; (2) loud individual chanting of the holy
name; or (3) oral descriptions of the glories of Sri Krsna’s names,
forms, qualities, associates and pastimes.

Ksatriya —The second of the four varnas, or castes, in the varnasrama
system, which refers to an administrator or a warrior. Literally, ksi —
destruction; fr — deliverance.

M

Maha-bhagavata — Pure devotee of Bhagavan in the highest stage
of devotional life, who is expert in Vedic literature, who has full
faith in Sri Krsna and who can deliver the whole world.

Mantra — Literally, man — mind; tra — delivering; a spiritual sound
vibration that delivers the mind from material conditioning and
illusion; a Vedic hymn, prayer or chant.

Maya — The Lord’s material deluding potency.

N
Nama — (1) Name (2) The holy name of Krsna, which is Sri Krsna
Himself. Nama is invested with all potencies, and with Sri Krsna's
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qualities, paraphernalia, entourage, pastimes, transcendental
abode and so forth.

Namabhasa - A semblance of the holy name; the stage of chanting
in which one is becoming cleared of sins and offences but has not
yet attained pure chanting.

Narada — A great sage among the demigods. Literally, nara — God;
da — giver.

Narayana — Nira — mankind; ayana — the shelter of; the shelter for
mankind; A four-armed expansion of Krsna and the opulent Lord
of Vaikuntha.

P

Prema — Transcendental love for Sri Krsna that is extremely
concentrated, and that completely melts the heart.

R

Rasa — The spiritual transformation of the heart when the perfected
state of love for Krsna is converted into heart-melting emotions by
combining with various types of transcendental ecstasies.

Rasa-lila — The Supreme Lord Sri Krsna’s perfectly immaculate
pastime of dancing with unlimited gopis.

Rasa-tattva — The fundamental truth of transcendental mellows.

S

Sadhana — Method adopted to obtain a specific goal.

Sadhya - Object, or goal, for which one undergoes a corresponding
practice.
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Sampradaya — That process or path that bestows the Supreme
Absolute Truth thoroughly and perfectly; a philosophical line of
thought. A bona fide sampradiya transmits a perfect doctrine from
one teacher to another.

Sannyasa — The order of a renunciant, the fourth stage of life in the
varnasrama system.

Satya-yuga — The first of the four cyclic ages in the progression of
universal time. Satya-yuga is characterized by virtue, wisdom
and religion. It is known as the golden age, when people lived as
long as one hundred thousand years and it lasts 1,728,000 solar
years.

Sukrti — Spiritual merit.

Svartipa — (1) Intrinsic nature, inherent identity (2) The eternal
constitutional nature and identity of the self that is realized at the
stage of transcendental ecstatic love.

T

Tattva — Fundamental truth. The truth relating to bhakti is known
as bhakti-tattva.

Treta-yuga — The second of the four yugas: Satya, Treta, Dvapara
and Kali.

U

Upanisads — 108 principal philosophical treatises that appear
within the Vedas.

. 106 .



CMatia-mantra

\"

Vaisnava — Literally, “one whose nature is of Visnu”. In other
words, “one in whose heart and mind, only Visnu or Krsna
resides”; a devotee of Sri Krsna or Visnu.

Vrndavana — The supreme abode of Lord Krsna, wherein He
enjoys human-like pastimes.

Varnasrama-dharma — varna means “social order” and dasrama
means “a place of spiritual shelter”. Varnas, or occupational
divisions, include brahmanas — the priestly class, ksatriyas —
administrators and warriors, vaisyas — farmers and tradesmen and
$iidras — artisans. Asramas, or stages of life, include brahmacari —
celibate student, grhasta — matrimony, vanaprastha — retirement and
sannyasa — the renounced order.

Varnas — See varnasrama-dharma.

Veda - Knowledge, or the four primary books of knowledge
compiled by Srila Vyasadeva, namely the Rg Veda, Sama Veda,
Atharva Veda and Yajur Veda.
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