SRI CAITANYA MAHAPRABHU -
THE ORIGINAL FORM OF GODHEAD

SRI SRIMAD
BHAKTIVEDANTA NARAYANA
GOSVAMI MAHARAJA

VRNDAVANA  NEW DELHI ¢ SAN FRANCISCO



BOOKS BY
SRI SRIMAD BHAKTIVEDANTA NARAYANA GOSVAMI MAHARAJA

Arcana-dipika

Beyond Nirvana

Sri Bhajana-rahasya

Sri Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu-bindu
Bhakti-rasayana
Bhakti-tattva-viveka

Sri Brahma-sarmbhita

Essence of the Bhagavad-gita
Five Essential Essays

Going Beyond Vaikuntha
Harmony

Jaiva-dharma

Letters From America

Sri Manah-siksa

My Siksa-guru and Priya-bandhu
Pinnacle of Devotion

Sri Prabandhavali

Secret Truths of the Bhagavatam
Secrets of the Undiscovered Self
Siva-tattva

Svi Brhad-bhagavatamrta

Sri Camatkara-candrika

Sri Damodarastakam

Svi Gaudiya Giti-guccha

Sri Gita-govinda

Sri Gopi-gita

Sri Harinama Maha-mantra

Sri Navadvipa-dhama-mahatmya

Sri Navadvipa-dhama Parikrama

Sri Prema-samputa

Svi Radha-krsna-ganoddesa-dipika

Sri Sankalpa-kalpadrumah

Sri Siksastaka

Sri Upadesamrta

Svi Vraja-mandala Parikrama

Sri Raya Ramananda Sarvada

Srila Bhakti Prajfiana Kesava Gosvami —
His Life and Teachings

The Distinctive Contribution of
Srila Rapa Gosvami

The Essence of All Advice

The Gift of Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu

The Jowrney of the Soul

The Origin of Ratha-yatra

The Way of Love

Utkalika-vallari

Vaisnava-siddhanta-mala

Venu-gita

Walking with a Saint

Rays of the Harmonist (periodical)

For further information, free downloads of all titles,

world tour lectures, and more, please visit our websites:

www.purebhakti.com

www.purebhakti.tv

www.backtobhakti.com

www.bhaktistore.com



SRI CAITANYA MAHAPRABHU —
THE ORIGINAL FORM OF GODHEAD

Compiled by

SRI SRIMAD BHAKTIVEDANTA
NARAYANA GOSVAMI MAHARAJA

By the mercy of Acarya Kesari
(the lion-like spiritual master)

oriv visnupada astottara-Sata $ri

SRILA BHAKTI PRAJNANA
KESAVA GOSVAMI MAHARAJA,

the best of the tenth generation of spiritual masters
descended from Sri Krsna Caitanya



Originally Published in Hindi by The Acarya of Sri Gaudiya Vedanta Samiti,
Sri Srimad Bhaktivedanta Vamana Gosvami Maharaja

© 2011 GAUDIYA VEDANTA PUBLICATIONS. SOME RIGHTS RESERVED.

EXCEPT WHERE OTHERWISE NOTED, CONTENT IN THIS BOOK
@ @ @ IS LICENSED UNDER THE CREATIVE COMMONS ATTRIBUTION-
EAS.MEEE NO DERIVATIVE WORKS 3.0 UNPORTED LICENSE.
To view a copy of this license, visit http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nd/3.0/

Permissions beyond the scope of this license may be available at
www.purebhakti.com/pluslicense or write to: gvp.contactus@gmail.com

Artwork on the front cover and on page xvi © Syamarani dasi. Used with permission.
Photograph of Srila Bhaktivedanta Svami Maharaja © The Bhaktivedanta Book Trust.
Used with permission. All rights reserved. www.krishna.com

Photograph of Srila Bhaktivedanta Narayana Gosvami Maharaja on the cover flap

© Subala Sakha dasa and in the preface section © Krsna-mayi dasi.

Used with permission.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

Translation Radhika dasi ® Fidelity B. V. Damodara Maharaja ¢ Editing Kundalata dasi,
Prabha dasi * Proof-reading Janaki dasi * Layour Krsna-karunya dasa  Orher assistance
B. V. Madhustidana Maharaja (translation), Mithiladisa dasa.

We are grateful to Sripad B. V. Damodara Maharaja and Latika dasi for their financial
contribution for the printing of this book. www.mygvp.com

Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu —The Original Form of Godhead
An Anthology of Scriptural Evidence

First printing: September 2011 — 3,000 copies
Printed at Samrat Offset Pvt. Ltd.,
Okhla Industrial Estate (India)

ISBN 978-1-935428-41-1
Library of Congress Control Number 2011939279

British Library Cataloguing in Publication Data. A catalogue record
for this book is available from the British Library

Cataloging in Publication Data--DK
Courtesy: D.K. Agencies (P) Ltd. <docinfo@dkagencies.com>

Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu, the original form of godhead : an
anthology of scriptural evidence / compiled by Bhaktivedanta
Narayana Gosvami Maharija.
. cm.

Includes verses in Sanskrit (roman); with English
translation.

Translated from Hindi.

ISBN 9781935428411

1. Chaitanya, 1486-1534. 2. Vaishnavites--India--
Biography. I. Bhaktivedanta Narayana, 1921-

DDC 294.5512092 23



Contents

Preface Vi
Introduction XVII
A Brief History of Sriman Mahdaprabbu XVIII

The Supernatural Pastimes of Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu
that Illuminate His Identity as Svayam Bhagavan . I

The Scriptural Evidence that Proves
Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu is Svayam Bhagavan

Moargalacarana 13
Evidence 1—2 13
Evidence 3 14

Upamana Pramana (Evidence through Comparison)

Evidence 4 14

Sambhava Pramana (Evidence through Probability)

Evidence s—6 15
Evidence 7—9 16
Evidence To—11 17
Evidence 12—15 18
Evidence 16—18 19
Evidence 19—24 20
Evidence 25—26 21
Evidence 27—28 22
Srila Jiva Gosvami'’s commentary 22
Srila Baladeva Vidyabbusana’s commentary.........._.26
Evidence 29—30 27
Srila Visvanatha Cakravarti Thakurd's
Sarartha-dar§ini translation and commentary 28
Another meaning of the verse 29
The Vivrtti commentary of Srila Bhaktisiddhanta
Sarasvati Thakura 30
Evidence 31 32
Evidence 32—36 33
Evidence 37—39 34

Evidence 40—43 35




Verse Index

Evidence 44—47
Evidence 48—s1

Evidence 52—s7
Evidence s8—62

Evidence 63—68
Evidence 69—71

Evidence 72—77
Evidence 78—79

Evidence 80—83
Evidence 84—387

Evidence 88—93
Evidence 94—99

Evidence 100—102
Evidence 103—104

Evidence 105—107
Evidence 108—111

Evidence 112—114

Evidence 115—117
Evidence 118—121

Evidence 122—123

Evidence 124—126
Evidence 127—129

Evidence 130—132

Evidence 133—134

Epilogue

Evidence 135




Preface
TO THE HinDI EDITION

This book of quotations, entitled 4 Collection of Scriptural Proof
Establishing that Sri Caitanya Mahdaprabbu is Svayam Bhagavan, the
Original Form of the Supreme Personality of Godhbead, is being presented
to the reader by virtue of the causeless mercy and inspiration of my most
worshipable spiritual master, o7 visnupada astottara-sata Sti Srila Bhakti
Prajiana Kesava Gosvami Maharaja. In the case of discerning bbagavat-
tattva and the truth about the Lord’s incarnations, only two kinds of
evidence are acceptable. The first kind is evidence extracted from the
bona-fide scriptures and the second is taken from the realization of
great devotees, maba-bhagavatas, who are expert in the philosophical
conclusions of the Vedic scriptures, and who have direct experience of
the Absolute Truth, parar-brabma. This book is a limited collection of
both kinds of evidence.

According to the statement of the Vedas, raso vai sah, the Absolute
Truth, param-brabma, is the embodiment of rasa (rasa-svaripa). The
king of rasikas relishes rasa in two forms: as the object of love (visaya)
and as the reservoir of love (araya). In truth, it is in these two forms that
rasa can be relished to the greatest extent, i.e. as the taster of rasa and as
that which is tasted. When the Lord tastes rasa as the object of prema,
or love (visaya), He is Vrajendra-nandana éyﬁmasundara, Gopi-jana-
vallabha Sri Krsna (the beloved of the gopis), whilst when tasting rasa as
the reservoir of love (asraya), that same Lord is Sacinandana Gaurahari,
Sri Krsna Caitanya Mahaprabhu. In order to relish the rasa of asraya-
vigraba, rasika-Sekbara Sri Krsna adopted the mood and complexion of
Srimati Radhika, who is the original d@sraya-vigraha and the embodiment
of maha-bhava. Thus He appeared in the form of Sti Gaurasundara, or
Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu.

Based on the verse, channab kalau (§rimad-Bbdgavatam 7.9.38), the
Lord appears in Kali-yuga in a hidden form. The word channab comes
from the verbal root chad and means ‘concealed’. This signifies that
in Kali-yuga, Svayam Bhagavan Sri Krsna comes concealed under the
golden complexion of Srimati Radhika to relish the rasa of the asraya-
vigraha. That concealed form of the Supreme Lord is svayam-avatari
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Sri Caitanya Mahaprabbu Is Svayam Bhagavan

S Gauranga Mahaprabhu, the source of all incarnations, who is the
principle object of worship in Kali-yuga.

The verse krsna-varnaw tvisakrsnam (§rimad-Bbdgavatam 11.5.32)
establishes St Gauranga Mahaprabhu as the sole object of worship in
Kali-yuga. It depicts that He is singing the names of Krsna (krsna-
varnam), His complexion is golden (tvisakrsnam), and that the method for
worshipping Him is the sacrifice (yajiia) of the congregational chanting
of the holy names of Krsna (harinama-sarnkirtana). This book provides
complete explanations of the above verses.

One of the main, distinguishing qualities of Svayam Bhagavan is
that all other forms of the Lord are present in Him. Sri Krsna and Sri
Caitanya Mahaprabhu alone possess this quality; even Sri Narayana, the
Lord of Vaikuntha, and Sri Vasudeva, the king of Dvaraka, do not. On
various occasions, devotees witnessed Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu manifest
different forms of the Lord, justas SriKrsna had done. Another important
quality distinguishing Svayam Bhagavan from other incarnations is His
ability to distribute prema. Apart from Svayam Bhagavan Sti Krsna, no
other form of the Lord distributes prema. This is stated in Srila Rapa
GosvamT’s philosophical treatise Sri Laghu-Bbagavatamrta (5.37):

krsnad anyab ko va latasv api premado bbavati

There may be many all-auspicious incarnations of the Supreme
Person, but who other than Lord Sri Krsna can bestow love of God
upon the surrendered souls?

This definitive statement gives rise to the conclusion that Sri
Caitanya Mahaprabhu is Krsna Himself. He distributed that love of God
which is rarely attained by even Lord Brahma. He not only granted it
to His devotees but also to the forest creatures as He made His way to
Vrndavana, and to great sinners such as Jagai and Madhai. Therefore,
the Lord’s eternal associate, Srila Rapa Gosvami, who is completely
endowed with all scriptural knowledge, glorified Him as the crest jewel
of those great personalities able to bestow krsna-prema, namely SriKrsna
Himself:

namo maba-vadanydaya krsna-prema-pradaya te
krsndya krsna-caitanya-namne gaura-tvise namah

I offer my respectful obeisances unto Lord Sri Krsna who appears
with a golden complexion and is called Sri Krsna Caitanya. In this
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Preface

form, He is more magnanimous than any other incarnation (avatdra),
even Krsna Himself, because He freely distributes what has not been
given for a long time — pure love of Krsna.

Many pure devotees, or mabi-bbagavatas, have realized Sri Caitanya
as Sti Nanda-nandana within their hearts, and directly observed this to
be so with their own eyes. Thus they came to conclude that Sti Krsna
Caitanya Mahaprabhu is Svayam Bhagavan Sri Krsna Himself. Such
knowledgeable, scholarly persons as Sri Svartipa Damodara, Sri Raya
Ramananda, St Rapa, Sti Sandtana, Sri Jiva, Sti Raghunatha dasaand the
other Gosvamis, as well as Sri Prabodhinanda Sarasvati, Sri Vrndavana
dasa Thikura and Sri Krsnadasa Kaviraja, all had direct experience of Sri
Krsna Caitanya Mahaprabhu being the Supreme Lord, who is beyond
this material world. They were eminent scholars, conversant in all of
the scriptures, fully renounced, possessed of equanimity and highly
expert in the science of rasa. The words and realizations of such maha-
bhagavatas can never be denied, nor can the definitive conclusions of such
all-conquering, celebrated scholars as Sri Sarvabhauma Bhattacarya, Sri
Prakasananda Sarasvati and Keéava Kasmiri, ever be doubted.

The scriptures, being free from the defects of error, delusion, imperfect
sense perception and the propensity to cheat, serve as the root of all
evidence in explaining bhagavat-tattva. The Sruti, Smrti, Upanisads,
Samhitas and Purinas, like the grimad—Bba’gavatam, the Mababhdarata and
other scriptures, contain plentiful evidence that Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu,
the purifier of the age of Kali, is Svayam Bhagavan, the source of all
incarnations. However, because this scriptural evidence was scattered, I
recognized there to be a great need for compiling it into a small book.

In 1952, my most revered spiritual master o visnupada astottara-
éata Sri Srila Bhakti Prajiiana Kesava Gosvaimi Maharija was preaching
Stiman Mahaprabhu’s message of prema very strongly in the Indian state
of Assam. He was accompanied by about twenty or twenty-five sannydsis
and brabmacaris. In a spacious dbharmasala (residence for pilgrims) located
in the village of Bamsabari, Srila Gurudeva gave a very powerful talk
establishing the teachings of Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu and His divine
identity as Svayam Bhagavan. Some opponents in the audience demanded
scriptural evidence of these claims, and about twenty-five important
verses were immediately cited in reply to their challenge. This completely
silenced them. At the time, I wrote those verses down, and in my heart
the desire arose to publish them as a collection.
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Sri Caitanya Mabaprabbu Is Svayam Bhagavan

Soon after this incident, my godbrother parivrajakacarya tridandi-
svami Sri Srimad Bhaktivedanta Vamana Gosvaimi Mahardja published
a book in the Bengali language, which contained about forty verses,
proving Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu’s svayari-bbagavatta (Godhead). Then
in November 1970, the great poet Sri Vanamali Sastri, who bears the
title kavya-vedanta-tirtha [literally one whose poetic works mirror
the Vedantic philosophy], gave me his translation of a more complete
collection of scriptural evidence, compiled by Sripada Purusottama dasa,
a resident of Vrndavana and disciple of jagad-guru ori vispupada Sri Srila
Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati. I am especially grateful to these two devotees.
Furthermore, the pramana-kbanda section of Srila Bhaktivinoda
Thakura's Sri Navadvipa-dbama-mabatmya, printed in Bengali by our
most worshipful spiritual master om visnupada Srila Bhakti Prajiana
Kesava Gosvami Maharaja, has also been of great help. References were
taken from these three books in making this new presentation.

The new book was first printed in Sri Bhagavata-patrika magazine in
installments (sixteenth year, journals seven to ten) and was published as
a separate book in 1972. The third edition has now been printed, as all
copies had sold out, and at the request of sincere devotees and venerated
vaisnavas.

This insignificant effort of mine is intended for the pleasure of my
worshipful Srila Gurupada-padma and the vaisnavas. My only desire is
that the revered readers shower blessings upon me as they read this book.

The appearance day of Sri Visnu-priya, 1981
Begging for the mercy of Sri Guru-Vaisnava,
Tridandi-bhiksu,

i /g Vo Nana

Sri Bhaktivedanta Narayana
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Introduétion

To whom is Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu unknown? He has inundated
the whole world with pure love for the Supreme Lord and inaugurated
the congregational chanting of the Lord’s holy names! By His causeless
mercy alone, the sweet sound of krsna-nama-sankirtana presently echoes,
not only in Bengal or India, but throughout all the corners of the world.
Nowadays, Western countries are immersed in sense gratification.
Nevertheless, many young, educated, Western men and women are
totally abandoning all sense of shame and adopting the Vedic standard
of proper behavior. They have become absorbed in singing Sti Krsna’s
names with great devotion, while playing mrdariga and karatalas in every
house, street and town. Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu predicted more than
500 years ago that His name would be spread throughout the world.

prthivite dche jata nagaradi grama
sarvatra pracdra haibe mora nama

(Sri Caitanya-bhagavata, Antya-lila 4.126)

In every town and village on this earth, the glories of my name will

be chanted.

Accepting the mood and complexion of Srimati Radhika, Vrajendra-
nandana Sri Krsna appeared as S Caitanya Mahaprabhu. Elaborate
evidence is given in the Vedas, Puranas, Upanisads, Mahabharata and
other scriptures written by great saintly personalities, of Sri Caitanya
Mahaprabhu’s position as the Supreme Lord. One premi-bhakta
has explained very beautifully and simply why it is that Sri Caitanya
Mahaprabhu descended to this material world:

bhava radhika madhuri, asvadana sukba kaj
Jayati krspa-caitanya jaya, kali prakate brajardj

All glories to St Krsna-Caitanya, who blissfully relishes the
sweetness of Srimati Radhika’s loving sentiments. All glories to
Vrajardja Krsna, who appears as Sr1 Krsna-Caitanya Mahaprabhu in

the age of Kali.



Sri Caitanya Mahaprabbu Is Svayam Bhagavan

In addition to evidence from the scriptures, Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu’s
contemporaries, all greatly learned and fully liberated saintly personalities,
describe Him in their writings and prayers — and from their own direct
experience — as Svayam Bhagavn, the original form of the Supreme
Personallty of Godhead. Among them, Sri Sirvabhauma Bhattacarya,
Sri Svarupa Damodara; Sri Raya Ramananda; the six Gosvamis: S
Rapa, S Sanatana, Sri Raghunatha dasa, Sri Raghunatha Bhatta, Sri
Jiva and Sri Gopala Bhatta; Sti Vitthaleévara Acarya; Sti Prabodhananda
Sarasvati; Sri Kavi Karnapura; Sti Vrndivana dasa Thikura; and Sri
Krsnadasa Kaviraja, are especially notable.

Some people regard Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu as a devotee, some as
a pure devotee (premi-bhakta) or as some great personality, while others
consider Him an dvesa-avatara (an individual empowered by the Lord),
a partial incarnation or another type of incarnation. Not wishing to
contradict these beliefs, it nonetheless remains necessary to present the
truth in full for the benefit of the whole world. Therefore, a wide range
of evidence has been collected, both from various scriptures, and from
the writings of eminent and learned personalities.

A Brief History of Sriman Mahaprabhu

The Supreme Lord, Svayam Bhagavan Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu,
appeared in Bengal on the bank of the river Bhagirathi (Ganges), whose
water is pure and transcendental. This event took place on a Saturday
evening, in the year 1486 A.D. according to the Christian calendar,
and the year 1542 according to the Hindu calendar. He appeared in the
lunar month of Phalguni (February/March), in Sri Mayapura, within
the Holy abode of Sri Dhama Navadvipa, in the district of Nadiya. There
was a lunar eclipse at the time of His birth and the whole town was
reverberating with the sweet sound of the congregational chanting of the
Holy names (barinama-sankirtana).

The Lord’s father was the learned Sri Jagannatha Misra and His
mother was Srimati Saci-devi. The newborn baby’s maternal grandfather,
Sri Nilambara Cakravarti, was a famous astrologer. After examining the
auspicious position of Leo in the infant’s natal horoscope, he concluded
that the boy showed all the signs of an extraordinary personality (maha-
purusa), and that he possessed the power to maintain the entire universe;
He thus named the child Viévambhara. The parents and neighbors of
the newborn baby lovingly addressed Him as Gaurasundara, Gauranga,
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Introduction

Gaurahari and Sri Sacinandana, but generally during His childhood He
was known by the name Nimai.

St Caitanya Mahaprabhu inundated the land of Gauda [Bengal] with
immense bliss: He did so in His childhood, with His restless behaviour
and completely astonishing, super-human pastimes; in His boyhood,
with His enchanting student life; and in His youth, after marrying
according to scriptural injunctions, with His exemplary household life
and preaching of bhakti.

Subsequently, He visited the holy place of Gaya, where He received
initiation into the ten-syllable gopala-mantra from Sri Iévara Puri, a
disciple of Sti Madhavendra Puri in the Sri Brahma-Madhva sampradaya.
Thus He demonstrated to the souls of this world the real necessity of
accepting the shelter of the lotus feet of a bona-fide spiritual master (saz-
guru), who possesses all the qualities described in the scriptures. Upon
His return from Gaya, by singing the names of Sri Hari in the company
of devotees and issuing forth a river of bbakti, He flooded the land of
Gauda with a deluge of pure love of God (prema).

At the age of twenty-four, Sri Gauranga accepted the renounced order
of life, sannyasa, from Sri Keéava Bharati. He traveled around India for six
years, distributing the gift of prema for the holy names to millions of living
beings, thus making their lives successful. Next He visited Sti Vrndavana
(in Northern India), and then stayed for eighteen years continuously in Sri
Jagannitha Puri [on the Bay of Bengal], submerging India under torrents
of krsna-prema. Moreover, into the hearts of His eternal associates:
Sri Svardpa Damodara, Sri Raya Ramananda, Sti Prabodhinanda
Sarasvati, Sri Rapa, Sri Sanitana, Sri Raghunatha dasa, Sri Raghunatha
Bhatta, Sri Gopala Bhatta, Sti Jiva and Sri Kavi Karnapura Prabhu, He
invested His own divine power. Through these associates, all of whom
were nourished by the Lord’s immaculate bhakti-rasa, He manifested
extensive scriptures. St Gauranga-deva Himself educated qualified jivas
in bhakti by His composition of Sri Siksastaka, a collection of instructions
incorporating every philosophical conclusion of bhakti. He would often
relish the nectar of Sri Siksdstaka’s deep meanings in the confidential
company of St Svarupa Damodara and Raya Ramananda, His internal
associates. This subject is discussed in Sri Caitanya-caritamrta and other
scriptures.

On the one hand, Svayam Bhagavan Sri Gauranga-deva instructed
dutiful grhasthas through His exemplary household life filled with bbakti,
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Sri Caitanya Mahaprabbu Is Svayam Bhagavan

and on the other hand He set a perfect example for all those in the
renounced order of life by His ideal sannydsa pastimes, in which He fully
tasted the highest bbakti-rasa.

Sri Caitanya-caritamrta and other authentic scriptures describe some
of the superhuman pastimes of Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu that indicate
His position as Svayam Bhagavan. This scriptural evidence will now be
presented to the reader.



) The Supernatural Pastimes of
Srt Caitanya Mahaprabhu that Illuminate
His Identity as Svayam Bhagavan

(1)
Little Nimai was now crawling on His hands and knees, and His parents,
Sri Jagannatha Misra and Sri Saci-devi, were much delighted by His
childhood pastimes. One evening, they received a visit from a pilgrim,
devotee brabmana, who was touring all of India’s holy places. Devotedly,
the Misras cleaned and stocked the entire kitchen and placed it at their
guest’s disposal. The brabmana prepared an offering of foodstuffs, and
following all of the prescribed scriptural regulations, he offered it to his
worshipable deity, Sri Bala-gopala, the infant form of Sri Krsna (whilst
meditating upon Him). Meanwhile, a noise startled the guest. He opened
his eyes and noticed the child Nimai joyfully devouring the offering. The
brabmana then cried out, “Alas! Alas!” [as the food was now considered
polluted, and thus unfit to be offered to his deity]. Having seen what had
happened, Nimai’s parents became very upset and repeatedly requested
the brabmana to cook once more. Finally, he agreed. As if from nowhere,
the restless Nimai again appeared and contaminated another offering,
at which the brabmana lamented loudly. His pious parents were once
again put into great distress. It was very late at night, but due to the
repeated insistence of Nimaf's elder brother, Visvarapa, the brabmana
cooked and offered food for a third time. On this occasion, baby Nimai
had been locked in a neighbour’s house. Yet what a wonder! As soon as
the brabmana closed his eyes to chant the gopala-mantra and offer the
preparations to the Lord, Nimai came in laughing, reached His hand
to the plate and relished those preparations. The brabmana stood up
and lamented anew, whereupon Nimai suddenly revealed His four-armed
form, with conchshell, disk, club and lotus in His hands. Then the
brabmana beheld Him as the sublimely beautiful, two-handed form as
the child Krsna, Sri Bala-gopala, holding butter in one hand and eating it
with the other. Upon seeing His worshipable Lord, the greatly fortunate
brabmana’s voice choked with loving emotions, as he experienced the
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bliss of prema. The Supreme Lord ordered that the brabmana keep this
pastime secret and then disappeared. Immersed in thoughts of this form
of the Lord, with great love the brabmana honored the maba-prasada and
considered his life completely successful.

(2)

The learned scholars of Navadvipa were extremely worried because Kesava
Kasmiri, the digvijayi-pandita (literally: ‘a scholar who has defeated
everyone in all ten directions’), had arrived with great fanfare. He was
surrounded by thousands of horses, elephants and disciples; moreover,
the whole town was talking about him.

As the full moon arose in the East, extending its cooling rays,
the splendid, youthful scholar Nimai Pandita sat upon the charming
bank of the River Ganges, teaching His young students. By the will of
Providence, the digvijayi-pandita came right to that very place. He saw
the young boys studying and sat down to speak with them.

“What is your name?” he asked Nimai Pandita. “What are you studying?”

“This is our Nimai Pandita,” one of the nearby students replied.

The digvijayi-pandita had heard about Nimai before. He comprehended
the vast intelligence of the young scholar and was somewhat frightened.
Nimai quickly redirected the conversation and requested the famous
scholar to glorify the River Ganges, who destroys all sins. The digvijayi-
pandita immediately composed one hundred original, excellent and
highly poetic verses, and recited them in such a sweet voice that the
students were left stunned and speechless. Only by means of the mercy
of St Sarasvati (the Goddess of learning) could such extraordinary
erudition have been possible.

Having thus established his genius, the digvijayi-pandita glanced
proudly towards the assembly of students. Then something astonishing
happened. Although the scholar had composed and recited these verses
with the speed of the wind, Nimai Pandita then repeated one of them
and asked permission to point out its merits and shortcomings.

Although most astonished inside, the digvijayi-pandita said with
outward composure, “There can be only merits in the poetry of a
digvijayi-pandita.” He immediately delineated five virtues of the verse.

Nimai Pandita silenced him by mentioning five further merits along
with five principle defects of the verse, which He stated, was in fact

riddled with faults.
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The genius of the digvijayi-pandita was defamed. Feeling like an
anguished merchant who has lost all his wealth, he departed for his
house in shame. There he meditated on his worshipable deity Sarasvati,
wanting to understand the reason behind his unexpected defeat.

Sarasvati-devi, the Godess of learning, appeared before him and
said, “Today you have attained the true result of worshipping me. Nimai
Pandita is not an ordinary boy; He is my husband, Bhagavan Sri Krsna
Himself. At once you should surrender yourself at His lotus feet.”

Early the following morning, the digvijayi-pandita fell like a stick at
the lotus feet of Nimai Pandita and begged for His forgiveness. This was
the proper course of action; for the acquisition of knowledge only has
value if it should culminate in such surrender at the lotus feet of the
Supreme Lord.

(3)

The best of devotees, Srivisa Pandita, was at home worshipping Sri
Nrsimha Bhagavan. Meanwhile, Sri Sacinandana Gaurahari arrived
there and began repeatedly calling out to Srivasa by name. When Srivisa
Pandita looked about, he became stunned in amazement to see St
Sacinandana Gaurahari manifesting His divine form as the half man,
half lion incarnation of Nrsimha, holding a conchshell, disk, club and
lotus in His four hands. The Pandita was overwhelmed with prema. He
performed pitja and prayed to the Lord with nrsirnba-mantras and other
hymns. The Supreme Lord was satisfied by Srivasa Pandita’s worship and
prayers, and He offered him benedictions. With laughter, He then took
the form of Vigvambhara Sri Sacinandana once more. Srivasa Pandita fell
at the Lord’s lotus feet and began to roll upon the ground in ecstasy.

(4)

The Muslim government of Gauda-desa strictly prohibited the
congregational chanting of the holy names (sasikirtana). Terrible fear
spread everywhere and it afflicted the devotees’ hearts. Sri Sacinandana
Gaurahari perfectly understood their mental condition.

One day the devotees were discussing the pastimes of Varaha-deva,
the boar incarnation of the Lord, as described in the grimad—B/oa’gavamm.
It happened that Sti Gaurahari overheard them and became absorbed
in the mood of Sri Variha. He entered the house of Sri Muriri Gupta
roaring and manifested the four-handed form of Varaha-deva. Thus
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freeing His devotees from all fear, He ordered them to start the chanting
of the Holy names (sanikirtana). Murari Gupta was able to satisfy Him
with offerings of worship and prayers. After this incident, the devotees
performed harinama-sarikirtana loudly without fear.

(s)

Together with other devotees, Stiman Mahaprabhu and Sri Nityananda
Prabhu assembled in the house of Srivasa Pandita on the day of Vyasa-
purnima. They sang harinama-sankirtana with sweet, gentle voices.
Upon Sriman Mahaprabhu’s order, Srivisa Pandita took the role of
priest for the worship of Sri Vyasa-deva. He first put the ingredients
for worship, such as flowers, flower garlands, sandalwood paste and
other paraphernalia, into the hands of gripﬁda Nityananda, to be
offered to Vyasa. Absorbed in devotional ecstacy, Sri Nityananda Prabhu
stood silent and motionless, but then suddenly placed the garland and
sandalwood paste upon Sriman Mahaprabhu, who was seated nearby.
Precisely at that moment, Sriman Mahaprabhu manifested His sad-bhuja
form, with a conchshell, a disk, a club, a lotus, a plough and another
club in His six hands. Seeing that form, S Nityananda Prabhu became
overwhelmed by a powerful wave of prema and fell unconscious onto the
ground. Sriman Mahaprabhu then concealed His six-armed form and
brought Sri Nityananda back to consciousness by the gentle touch of
His lotus hand. As the devotees beheld this extraordinary pastime, they
became immersed in transcendental love. They circumambulated their
Lordships Sri Gauranga and Nityananda, performed kirtana, and danced
with unprecedented devotional sentiments.

©)

Once, in the house of Srivisa Pandita, Sri Gauranga Mahaprabhu
exhibited the mood of Bhagavan for twenty-one hours and gave special
benedictions to certain devotees. He called for Sridhara to be brought to
Him. Sridhara, a poor vegetable seller, lived on the border of Navadvipa in
a broken, thatched hut, and performed sankirtana loudly throughout the
entire night. In His youth, Sriman Mahaprabhu would lovingly quarrel
and bargain with Stidhara for banana leaves, banana flowers and thora
(the tender core in the middle of a banana sapling). He took some of these
vegetables home each day and cooked them. Then He would offer the
preparations to Bhagavan and afterwards savor them very affectionately.
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As soon as He saw Sridhara, Sriman Mahaprabhu became jubilant and
revealed to him His astonishing, divine form of Syamasundara Madana-
mohana Sri Krsna. He was holding a flute enchantingly to His lips and
Sri Balarima was standing to His right, while Brahma, Siva, Sanat-
kumira, Narada and Sukadeva Gosvami offered various prayers to Him.
Overwhelmed with prema, Sridhara lost consciousness and fell to the
ground.

?7)

That same day, Sriman Mahaprabhu manifested His form as Sri
Ramacandra, before the great devotee of Lord Rama, St Muriri Gupta.
There He stood, with His enchantingly dark complexion resembling
fresh durba grass, accompanied by Srimati Sita-devi and Sri Lakémana.

®)
One day, Sri Advaita Acirya was dancing in the courtyard of Srivasa
Pandita, absorbed in the moods of the gopis of Vraja. His dancing could
not be stopped by any means. The devotees managed to pacify him with
great difficulty, but still he remained deeply absorbed in devotional
sentiments. Pained by intense separation from Krsna, he called out, “O
Krsna! O Krsna!” and rolled on the ground, crying bitterly.

As the Supersoul in everyone’s heart, Sriman Mahaprabhu knew
about Sri Advaita’s condition and He went immediately to the house of
Srivisa Thakura. He asked Sri Advaita, “O Acarya! What do you want?”

Advaita Acirya entreated the Lord, “I long to see that universal form,
which Sri Krsna revealed to Arjuna.”

The moment that those words were uttered, Gauranga Mahaprabhu
manifested His giant and terrifying universal form, before the astounded
Advaita Acarya. Arjuna had once prayed with folded hands, in the
midst of the two armies on the battlefield of Kuruksetra, to that same
extraordinary, universal form to which Advaita Acarya now also offered
prayers and hymns in amazement. At that very instant, Sri Nityananda
Prabhu arrived, and upon seeing the universal form, He closed His eyes
and fell to the ground like a stick.

(9)

Sti Krsna Caitanya Mahaprabhu, endowed with the sentiments and
the complexion of Sri Radha, accepted the renounced order of sannydsa
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in the village of Katava (Katwa). Eager to meet with Krsna, He cried
sorrowfully, “O Krsna! O My beloved Krsna!” In this woeful condition
He reached Sri Jagannatha Puri. Seeing Sri Jagannatha in the temple, He
exclaimed, “Now I have attained the Lord of My life,” and He rushed to
embrace Him, but midway fell to the floor unconscious.

The unrivalled scholar and religious advisor to the King, Sarvabhauma
Bhattacarya, happened to be nearby. He was utterly amazed to see the
suddipta-asta-sattvika bhavas, (the combined presence of all eight ecstatic
symptoms of pure love of God, manifest in a fully blazing state), along
with further types of exalted devotional sentiments, manifest in the
body of Mahaprabhu.

He thought to himself, “I am witnessing, in the form of these ecstatic
transformations (asta-sattvika bhavas) within the body of this personality,
the ultimate manifestation of prema; yet I know that these symptoms
could never occur in the body of an ordinary human being. Therefore,
he must be some extraordinary personality (maba-purusa).”

Contemplating thus, the Bhattacarya ordered his servants to carry
the unconscious sannydsi to his house. Some time later, Sri Caitanya
regained consciousness and Sarvabhauma Bhattacarya happily heard the
history of the young sannydasi from his brother-in-law, Gopinatha Misra.

After several days, Sarvabhauma Bhattacarya began teaching the
Vedanta-siutra to the young sannydsi, for the purpose of helping Him
follow the religious principles of the renounced order of life. Sarvabhauma
Bhattacarya was accepted by everyone at the time as India’s chief scholar
of Sri Saﬁkaricarya’s commentary on the Vedanta-siitra, and he was very
surprised to find that, despite continuously listening to his explanations
for seven days, the young sannyasi remained silent. He at last inquired in
exasperation, “You have not raised a single question, do you understand
any of this or not?”

Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu answered simply, “The meaning of the
verses is perfectly clear to Me, but your explanations obscure their real
meaning, so I am greatly aggrieved. The direct and literal interpretation
of the verses conveys the transcendental name, form, qualities and
pastimes of Para-brahma, the Absolute Truth, who is knoweable only by
virtue of His own supreme potency, which makes the impossible possible.
Instead your commentary, based on mental speculation, portrays Para-
brahma as nirvifesa and nirakara, devoid of both form and qualities. Your
explanations thus seem to be obstinate and unreasonable.”
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Bhattacarya tried to prove his case with highly subtle reasoning
that was rooted in falsity, but Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu rendered Him
silent with strong scriptural evidence and irrefutuble logic. Finally,
Sarvabhauma Bhattacarya inquired about the meaning of the verse
atmaramas ca from the grimad—Bbdgavatam (1.7.10). Beyond the nine
explanations of this verse that the Bhattacarya was able to provide,
Mahaprabhu explained eighteen new meanings. Sarvabhauma fell at
the lotus feet of Sriman Mahaprabhu, and the Lord mercifully showed
him first His four-handed form as Narayana and then His two-handed
form as Syamasundara, playing the flute sweetly. Completely satisfied,
Sarvabhauma Bhattacarya prayed:

vairagya-vidya-nija-bbakti-yoga
Siksartham ekab purusah puranab
Sri-krsna-caitanya-Sarirva-dbari

krpambuddhir yas tam abam prapadye

Let me take shelter of the Supreme Person Sti Krsna, who has
appeared in the form of Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu to teach the
conditioned souls genuine transcendental knowledge, devotional
service unto Him, and detachment from whatever is opposed to the
service of Krsna. He has descended to this material world because He
is an ocean of transcendental mercy; thus I surrender unto His lotus
feet.

(10)

Having inundated St Jagannatha Puri and South India with krsna-
prema, Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu gradually proceeded toward the banks
of the Godavari River (in Southern India). There, He met and conversed
with the governor of Andhra Pradesh, the great rasika maba-bhagavata,
Sri Raya Ramananda. They had the most astounding discussion of
the gradations of prema, beginning with the process (sadhana) and
culminating in the final goal (sadhya). As the discourse came to a close,
Raya Ramananda realized that this sannyasi was Vrajendra-nandana Sri
Krsna Himself, having taken on the complexion and sentiments of S
Radha. Although Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu tried to conceal His divine
nature, He could no longer hide it from His loving devotee. Revealing
to him His form as Rasaraja Krsna, tightly embraced by Mahabhava
Svartpini Srimati Radhika, He thus satisfied Raya Ramananda.
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(11)
Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu travelled from one holy place of South India
to another and He reached Kurmacala-dhama. Vast crowds of faithful
devotees, attracted by His kirtana and dancing, began gathering around
Him. By His influence, countless people became Vaisnavas.

A brabmana named Vasudeva lived near Kurmacala. Afflicted with
leprosy, His entire body was covered with worms. Whenever a worm
would fall from a sore on his body, he would put it back to save its life.
Blessed is such boundless compassion!

Receiving news of Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu’s arrival, the leprous
brabmana became eager to see Him. Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu was
surrounded by a large crowd of devotees, and the brabmana Vasudeva,
considering his abhorrent condition, offered dandavat pranama
(prostrated obeisances) from a distance. Immersed in transcendental
emotions, he collapsed to the ground unconscious. The Supersoul in
everyone’s heart, the merciful Lord Sri Caitanya, saw the unconscious
brabmana from afar. He ran to Vasudeva and lifting him up with His
lotus-like hands, He lovingly embraced him. By Mahaprabhu’s touch,
which brings auspiciousness to the three worlds, the brabmana was
immediately and permanently freed from leprosy. His body was now
beautiful and radiant. Furthermore, ecstatic symptoms of love for Sri
Krsna arose within him. Beholding Sri Caitanya Mahapabhu in the form
of Vrajendra-nandana Syamasundara, the brabmana began to offer Him
various prayers.

(12)
On the day of Ratha-Yatra, an unceasing stream of people inundated the
streets of Sri Jagannatha Puri. The devotees were very eagerly watching
the procession. King Prataparudra himself was sweeping the road ahead
of the chariots with a golden broom and sprinkling it with flower and
sandalwood scented water. The sky was filled with the tumultuous sound
of ‘Jaya Jagannatha! Jaya Jagannatha!’

In seven groups the devotees danced and performed kirzana: in front,
behind and on either side of the chariot of Lord Jagannatha. Sri Caitanya
Mahaprabhu, absorbed in bbava, danced with His arms upraised,
sometimes in one group and sometimes in another. Concurrently,
Maharaja Prataparudra caught sight of an incredible scene. By the
power of His yogamdya potency, which makes the impossible possible
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(aghatana-ghatana-patiyasi-sakti), S Caitanya Mahaprabhu was dancing
in all seven groups simultaneously, captivated in ecstatic devotion. The
devotees simply perceived Mahaprabhu to be dancing in their own group;
hence they danced and sang kirtana with even more joy. The supremely
fortunate Maharaja Prataparudra and Sarvabhauma Bhattacarya alone
could behold this wondrous pastime of St Caitanya Mahaprabhu.
Thereafter, each glorified the other for his good fortune.

(13)
Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu traveled to Vrndavana by the arduous route
through the Jharikhanda forest. Upon His devotees’ fervent insistence,
He agreed to take Balabhadra Bhattacarya with Him. They approached
the dense jungle, inhabited by many wild animals, while keeping the
city of Cuttack to their right side. Sriman Mahaprabhu was immersed
in separation from Krsna, and devoid of any sense of the external world,
like a madman He walked crying, “Ha Krsna! Ha Prananatha!” Whenever
lions, elephants, bears, rhinoceros, poisonous snakes or other dangerous
animals glimpsed Mahaprabhu, they would withdraw from the paths
and river banks to make way for Him.

Once, Mahaprabhu accidentally stepped upon a fearsome tiger asleep
on the path. He opened His eyes, saw the tiger and lovingly spoke,
“Utter Krsna, Krsna!” The tiger rose up and began to dance, repeating,
“Krsna, Krsna!”

On another occasion, as Mahaprabhu was bathing in a river within
the forest, a herd of mad elephants came there to quench their thirst.
Mahaprabhu took in his hand a little water and cast it over the elephants,
saying, “Krsna, Krsna.” The moment that the drops of water touched the
elephants’ bodies, they started to dance and to chant loudly, “Krsna, Krsna.”

This was the manner in which Mahaprabhu trod the forest path,
pathetically crying out, “O Krsna! O Krsna!” Lions, tigers, bears, deer,
peacocks and other animals totally forgot their enmity and they followed
Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu, gazing into His face intently. Sometimes
tigers and deer would kiss one another. It was an astounding scene. Every
moving and non-moving entity in the Jharikhanda forest drowned in
the current of Mahaprabhu’s krsna-prema. By the mercy of Bhagavan,
something impossible comes to be possible. Balabhadra Bhattacarya, who
witnessed these extraordinary pastimes, walked behind Mahaprabhu,
bewildered and amazed.
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(14)
Sarvabhauma Bhaptécirya was a major recipient of Sri Caitanya
Mahaprabhu’s mercy, whereas his youthful son-in-law, Amogha, was
somewhat wicked. He would look for faults in the Supreme Lord
and the devotees for no reason, and this nature very much perturbed
Sarvabhauma Bhattacarya.

Amogha fell terribly ill with cholera. His body became cold and he
was on the verge of death, lying motionless on his bed. Lamentation
filled the house. When Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu heard this news, He
went immediately to the house of Bhattacarya and placed His lotus hand
on Amogha’s chest. He then said with great love, “Oh, you are a simple
brabmana. Why have you let the outcast woman of jealousy reside in your
heart? Because of your association with Sarvabhauma, you have been
freed from the sins accumulated over countless lives: now rise and chant,
“Krsna! Krsna!”

The gentle touch of the lotus hand of Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu
caused Amogha to regain his former health. He arose from his deathbed
and maddened with prema, started to dance and call out, “Krsna!
Krsna!” Sarvabhauma Bhattacarya and the other associates of Sri
Caitanya Mahaprabhu were amazed to see in Amogha, the eight ecstatic
transformations (sdttvika-vikara) of the body, including the shedding of
tears, horripilation, shivering and perspiration. And why should they not
be found in him? Mahaprabhu used to say, “What to speak of friends
and relatives, even the servants and dogs of my devotees are dear to me.”

(15)

Agitated by separation from Krsna, Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu, in the
mood of Srimati Radhika, cried day and night, “O Krsna!” S Svartipa
Damodara and Raya Ramananda tried to pacify Him by reciting suitable
verses from Rasa-paiicadhydyi, Bbramara-gita, Krsna-karnamrta and
from the poetry of Candidasa and Vidyapati. Yet hearing those verses
only doubled Mahaprabhu’s feelings of separation. Sometimes He would
cry and sometimes laugh, at times He would become unconscious and at
others He would enter into a state of ecstacy that is indescribable.

On one occasion, Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu, Svaripa Dimodara
and Raya Ramananda discussed the pastimes of Krsna until midnight.
Believing Mahaprabhu to be resting, Sri Svaripa Damodara and Raya
Ramananda retired to take rest themselves. Mahaprabhu was living in

10
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a small room known as the Gambhira. After the two associates left,
Mahaprabhu’s dear servant, Govinda, lay near the door of the Gambhira
to ensure that Mahaprabhu would not go outside; but he soon dozed off.

At this point in time, St Caitanya Mahapabhu heard the flute-song
of Krsna and rapt in bbhdva, ran swiftly in its direction. Even though the
sleeping Govinda lay across His path and the three gates were locked,
Mahaprabhu got past them all.

There was not a sound from Mahaprabhu’s room for a long time,
and Govinda began to doubt whether Mahaprabhu was still in there.
Not finding Mahaprabhu in the Gambhira, Govinda started to search
everywhere for Him. He awoke Svarapa Damodara and once they had lit
a lamp, both of them searched for Mahaprabhu in the three other rooms.
Then they opened the gate and rushed to Sirhha-dvara (the main gate of
the Jagannatha temple). There they found Mahaprabhu lying unconscious
in the midst of a herd of cows. He was in an astonishing condition,
such that His entire body was horripilating, foam was dripping from His
mouth and torrents of tears were flowing from His eyes. His arms and
legs had withdrawn — like a tortoise — into the trunk of His body, and He
thus resembled a round bale. As the devotees looked upon Mahaprabhu
in that extraordinary state, they were struck with extreme amazement
and fright. They lifted Him up and brought Him back to the Gambhira
where they performed krsna-nama-sarikirtana loudly. After some length
of time, Mahaprabhu partially returned to his senses. His arms and legs
once again became normal. He then began to weep bitterly in separation
from Krsna, leaving all of the devotees dumbfounded.

II1






Mangalacarana

) The Scriptural Evidence that Proves
Srt Caitanya Mahaprabhu is Svayam Bhagavan

(@

anarpita-carin cirat karunaydvatirnab kalau
samarpayitum-unnatojjvala-rasam svabbakti-Sriyam
harib purata-sundara-dyuti-kadamba-sandipitah
sada hrdaya-kandare sphuratu vap sacinandanab

(From Sr Vidagdba-madhava,
composed by Srila Rapa Gosvimi)

May that Lord, who is known as the son of Strimati Saci-devi,
be situated transcendentally within the innermost chambers of your
heart. Resplendent with the radiance of molten gold, He has appeared
in the age of Kali by His causeless mercy, to bestow that which has not
been given in a very long time — mafijari-bhava, the service of Srimati
Radhika as Her confidential maidservant.

(2)
Sri-radhayab pranaya-mabima kidrso vanayaiva-
svadyo yenadbbuta-madburima kidrso va madiyab
saukhyari casya mad-anubbavatah kidysam veti lobbat
tad-bbavadhyab samajani Saci-garbba-sindbau harindub

(From the notes of Srila Svartipa Damodara Gosvami)

The moon-like Sri Krsnacandra, endowed with the emotions
and complexion of Srimati Radhika, appeared from the ocean-like
womb of Srimati Saci-devi, in the form of Sri Gauranga-deva, for the
fulfillment of His three desires. He desired to realize:

1. What are the glories of the love held by Srimati Radhika, the
embodiment of My svaripa-sakti?
2. What is the extraordinary sweetness of Mine that Stimati

Radhika relishes?

3. What indescribable bliss does Srimati Radhika experience in
tasting My sweetness?”
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(3)
aiSvaryasya samagrasya viryasya yasasab Sriyab
Jjilana-vairagyayos-caiva sannari bbaga itingana
(Sr1 Visnu Purana 6.5.7)
Bhagavan is He who possesses six qualities to the utmost extent,
namely: (1) full possession of every mystic power, such as anima
(the ability to become smaller than the smallest) and all others; (2)
complete strength; (3) complete fame; (4) absolute beauty; (5) complete
knowledge; (6) complete renunciation.
Great personalities who were contemporaries of Sri Gauringa
Mahaprabhu observed all of these qualities in Him.

Upamana Pramana
(Evidence through Comparison)

(4)

pafica-dirghab pafica-sitksmab sapta-raktab sadunnatab
tri-brasva-prthu-garmbbiro dva-trimsal-laksano mahan

(Samudrika)
A maba-purusa (great personality) is distinguished by thirty-two
symptoms:
* Five bodily features must be long: the nose, arms, chin, eyes
and thighs;
* Five bodily features must be fine: the skin, hair, knuckles,
teeth and body hair.

* Seven bodily features must be reddish: the corners of his eyes,
soles of the feet, palms of the hands, the palate, lips, tongue
and finger-nails;

* Six bodily features are raised: the chest, shoulders, nails, nose,
hips and face;

* Three bodily features are small: the neck, waist and genital;

* Three bodily features are broad: the forehead, hips and chest;

* Three bodily features are deep: the navel, voice, and intelligence.

These thirty—two symptoms are all present in Sri Gauriflga

Mahaprabhu.
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Sambhava Pramana
(Evidence through Probability)

(5)

avatara hy-asankhbyeya hareb sattva-nidher-dvijab
yatha'vi dasinab kulyab sarasap syub sabasrasah

(§rimad—Bbdgavatam 1.3.26)

Sr1 Siita Gosvami spoke to Saunaka and the other sages, “O Rsis!
Just as thousands of rivulets flow from a fathomless and inexhaustible
lake, innumerable incarnations of the Lord emanate, over the course
of time, from the ocean of pure goodness (visuddba-sattva), Sri Hari.
Thus, at the beginning of the age of Kali, in order to protect bbagavat-
dharma from harm caused by the offenders, Sri Hari appears in the
form of Sri Gauranga.”

©)
Jjabnavi-tire navadvipe golokakhye dbamni govindo dvibhujo gaurah*
sarvatmd mabd-puruso mabdatma mahdyogi trigundtita sattva-ripo
bhaktir loke kasyati
(Sri Caitanya Upanisad, from the Atharva-veda)

I

The syllable go indicates Sri Govinda, imbued with love for Srimati Radhika.
The syllable ra stands for Srimati Radhika, imbued with love for Govinda. These
two syllables constitute the word gaura. Alternatively, when S$ri Radha-Krsna
appear in one form, due to a vast abundance of prema, They distribute Their
holy name throughout the entire world. The name of that combined form of Sri
Ridha-Krsna is Gaura.

The origin of the word ‘gaura ga + a + a + u + ra

akdro bbagavan visnub akaro radbika-vara

ukdrab kama-riipo’yarin repbas tu danam ucyate

gakdro harinamakhyar gitam ity artha-vacakam

premna Sri-radbayd-krsnab sangitam hari-namakam

yasmai kasmai praratiti sa gauro gadito buddhaib
(Paratattva-gaure)

The letter a is Bhagavan Visnu. The letter 4 is Srimati Radhika. The letter u is
kama-riipa, the form of transcendental love. The syllable ra refers to distribution. Ga
means singing the holy name of Hari. $ti Krsna generously grants §ri barinama to
everyone by the power of Srimati Radhika’s love. That Lord is known to the wise by
the name Gaura.
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The Supersoul in the hearts of all living beings, the great yogi who
is beyond the influence of the three modes of material nature, the
embodiment of pure goodness and possessor of the six transcendental
qualities will descend upon the bank of the Bhagirathi river (the
Ganges), in St Navadvipa-dhama, also known as Goloka. That Sri
Gauranga has a two-armed form, and He will manifest pure devotion

(bbakti) throughout the world.

This directly denotes Sri Gauranga, who is beyond material qualities
and is the all-pervading Supersoul.

()

eko devab sarva-riipi mabatma gauro rakta-Syamala-Sveta-riipab
caitanydrmad sa vai caitanya-Saktir bhaktakaro bhakti-do bhakti-vedyab

The Supreme Lord, who enjoys His eternal pastimes (nitya-lila)
in the supremely pure, transcendental world of Goloka, assumes all
varieties of forms. He appears in different manifestations millennium
after millennium. In Satya-yuga, His complexion is white; in Treta-
yuga, He is red; in Dvapara-yuga, black; and in Kali-yuga, golden.
That very Lord, Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu, who is the living force of
the creation, manifests Himself in the splendid form of a devotee. It is
He who distributes bbakti, characterized by suddba-prema; He may be
known only through bbakti.

®)
namo vedanta-vedydya krsnaya paramdatmane
sarva-caitanya-ripdya caitanydya namo namah

Sti Krsna Caitanya Mahaprabhu is the embodiment of full
consciousness. He is the Supersoul and Lord Krsna Himself. He shall
be known through the Vedanta. We offer our obeisances unto Him
again and again.

(9)

vedanta-vedyarin purusam puranam
caitanydtmanam visvayonimn mahantam

tameva viditva'timrtyum eti nanyap
pantba vidyateyanaya

(Sri Caitanya Upanisad, from the Sr1 Atharva-veda)
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The Supreme Personality of Godhead, Bhagavan (who is known
by Vedinta), the Supersoul, primeval Lord and original cause of the
universe, is Sti Caitanya Mahaprabhu. The jiva who understands this
fact becomes liberated from death. It is not possible for those without
an understanding of St Caitanya Mahaprabhu’s position to attain
their worshipable Lord since there is not even the slightest difference
between Sri Krsna and Sri Krsna Caitanya-deva.

(10)
saptame gaura-varna-visnor ity anena sva-s’aktyd caikyam etya prante
pratar avatirya saba svaib svam-anur Siksyati. asya vyakhya-saptame
saptama  manvantare vaivasvata-manau  gaura-varno  bbagavin
sva-Saktya hladini-Saktya aikyarn prapya prante kalau-yuge pratab
prathama-sandbyayam avatirno bbutva saba svaib sa-parsadaib svam-
anuriv bare-krsndadi janan Siksayati upadisatityarthab.
(Sri Atharva-veda-purusa-bodhini)
The Supreme Lord, who becomes one with His blissful hladini-
Sakti, appears in the seventh vaivasvata manvantara in the first part of
the twenty-eighth Kali-yuga. Accompanied by His eternal associates
(parsadas), He instructs the whole world to chant His own Hare Krsna
maba-mantra. O respectable persons! Which other incarnation besides
Sriman Mahaprabhu Caitanya-deva could be so causelessly merciful as
to perform this task?

Thus it is clear that the avatara of Sri Caitanya-deva is described in
the Vedas.

(11)
ito’harm  krta-sannydso’vatarisyami saguno nirvedo niskamo bhi-
girvanas tira-stho’lakanandayab kalau catub-sabasrabdopari pafica-
sabasrabhyantare gaura-varno dirghangab sarva-laksana-yukta isvara-
prarthito nija-rasasvado bbakta-riipo misrakhyo vidita-yogab
(Brabma-vibhaga, in the Trtiya-khanda of the Sri Atharva-veda)

When the demigods prayed to Bhagavan SriKrsna, requesting Him to
incarnate on the Earth, He said, “I will appear on the bank of the Ganges
between the fourth and fifth millennia of the age of Kali. My heart having
been satisfied by the prayers of the incarnation of Sanikara, Sti Advaita
Acirya, I will manifest Myself as a virtuous and renounced brahmana-
sannydsi, devoid of material desires and possessing all transcendental
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qualities. At that time, My complexion will be golden, I will be called
Misra and My eyes and arms will be long. With all the symptoms
described in Samudrika of a maba-purusa, I will taste My own sweetness
in the form of a devotee. Only qualified persons will know who I am.”

(12)
visvambbara visvena mam pahi svaha
(Sri Atharva-veda)
I surrender myself unto the lotus feet of St Viévambhara, the

Supersoul, who maintains and nourishes the entire creation and
distributes prema. May He protect me from this material world.

(13)
tatha’bam  krta-sannyaso  bhu-girvanovatarisye  tive’lakanandayab
punab punar iSvara-prarthitab sa-parivaro niralambo nirdhbiiteb kali-
kalmasa-kavalita-janavalambanaya

(Brabma-bhaga of Sri Caitanya-rabasya, Sama-veda)

Because of Sri Advaita Acarya’s continuous appeals, I (the Supreme
Lord) will appear on the bank of the Ganges in Navadvipa. I, the fully
independent Lord in the form of a brabmana, will accept the renounced
order and without taking assistance from anyone I will adopt the attire
of an avadbita (one who is above all rules and regulations). I will
descend, along with My eternal associates, in order to save the jivas

entrapped by the sins of Kali-yuga.

(14)
Jyotir iva’ dbiumakah
(Sri Katha Upanisad 2.1.13)

The effulgent form of the Lord resembles fire with no covering of
smoke.

(15)
hiranya Smasrub biranya-kesab apranakbat sarva eva suvarnab
(Sri Chandogya Upanisad 1.6.6)

The fine hair on the Lord’s face is golden in color and the hair on
His head also shines like gold. From the tip of His toes to the top of
His head that self-manifest, Supreme Lord is golden.
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Given that all these qualities are found in Him, one can appreciate
that this description refers to Sri Caitanya-deva.

(16)

tatra brabma-puram nama pundarikam yad ucyate
tad evdstadalar padma-sannibbarin puram-adbbutam
tan madhye dabaram saksat maya-puram itiryate
tatra veSma bbagavatas caitanyasya paratmanah
tasmin yas tv antar-akaso by antar-dvipab sa ucyate

(Sri Chandogya Upanisad)

Situated in the Holy abode (Brahma-pura). There is a marvelous
city which takes the shape of this eight-petaled lotus. A place called
Dahara, known famously as Mayapura, is at its center. This is the
abode of the Supreme Lord St Caitanya, the Supersoul, and its most
interior region is called Antardvipa.

(17)

yada pasyab pasyate rukma-varnam
kartaram isam purusa brabma-yonim
tada vidvan punya-pape vidbitya
nirafijanab paramam samyam upaiti
(Sri Mundaka Upanisad 3.1.3)

When someone sees the Supreme Lord he becomes full of
knowledge. Such a learned soul consequently renounces material
attachment, pious and impious activity and his body created from
material nature as well. Thus becoming completely free from matter,
he gains his Supreme friend (I¢vara). That Supreme soul has an
attractive, golden complexion, is the creator of the universe and the
father of Lord Brahma.

(18)

vedabam etam purusarin mabantam aditya-varnari tamasab parastat
tam eva viditvati' mrtyum eti nanyab pantha vidyaiteyanaya

(Sri Svetasvatara Upanisad 3.8)

Those great devotees, who directly behold the Supreme Lord
say, “By His mercy, I know well the most ancient Supreme Person
(purana purusottama), the Primeval Lord. He resides in the spiritual
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sky beyond the material world, and His complexion is more effulgent
than the sun. The soul can only be freed from the bondage of death
by realizing Him — outside of attaining Him, there is no other path.”

(19)
mahan prabbur vai purusab satvasyaisa pravartakah
sunirmaldm imarn praptim ifano jyotir avyayab
(Sr1 Svetasvatara Upanisad 3.12)
By His causeless mercy, the all-pervading Supersoul in everyone’s
heart, Sriman Mahiprabhu, engages the living beings in that process

by which they are able to attain the supremely flawless gem of pure
bhakti for Him.

(20)
tam varandrm paramarin mabeSvarar tari devatandm paramar ca daivatam
patim patindm paramam parastdad vidama devarin bbuvanesam idyam

(Sri Svetasvatara Upanisad 6.7)
The devotees say: “We are well acquainted with that Lord of the
entire world, who is even the controller of Lord Siva and Lord Brahma.

He is the progenitor of all progenitors and the Lord of all lords, who is
worshipped by the demigods and is beyond material nature.”

(21)
bhakta-priyo bhakti-data damodara ibbas-patib
indra-darpa-haronanto nityananda cidatmakab
(22)
caitanya-ripas caitanyas cetand-gunorjitab
advaitdcara-nipuno’dvaitab parama-nayakab

(23)

nilab Svetab sitab krsno gaurab pitambara-chadab

(24)
Saci-suta-jaya-pradab

(Sri Narada-paiicaratra, Sanamrta-sira, Ratra 4 and 8,
Sri Bala-krsna-sabastra-nama-stotrah, 116-117, 84, 154)
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In these verses, the names by which Stiman Mahaprabhu is known
to His associates are described. The Supreme Lord is the beloved of
His devotees (bhakta-priya) and the bestower of bbakti (bhakti-data);
He is bound by His devotees’ love (damodara); He is the Lord of His
servants (ibbas-pati); He smashed the pride of Indra (indra-darpa-
hara); He is unlimited and eternally blissful (ananta, nityananda);
His nature is purely spiritual (cidatmaka); He appears as Sri Caitanya
Mahaprabhu (caitanya-riipa); He is the living force (caitanya), brilliant
with all qualities (cetana-gunorjita); He knows the heart of Advaita
Acirya completely (advaitacarya-nipuna); He is the nondual reality
(advaita) and the ultimate hero (parama-nayaka); He assumes different
colours (bluish, white and golden); He is the son of Sr1 Saci-devi and
He bestows total victory.

(25)
ittharin nr-tiryag-rsi-deva-jhasavatarair
lokan vibhavayasi hansi jagat-pratipan
dbarma maha-purusa pdsi yuganuvrttarm
channah kalau yad abbavas tri-yugo’tha sa tvam

(§rimad—Bbdgavatam 7.9.38)

The best of devotees, Prahlada Maharaja, prayed to SriNrsimhadeva,
“O Supreme Person! You appear in different incarnations as a human
being, an animal, a bird, a saint, a demigod and a fish, thus maintaining
the different planetary systems and annihilating those who cause
havoc within this world. You appear in these incarnations in every age
(yuga) to protect religious principles, but in the age of Kali You conceal
Yourself by appearing in a hidden form. You are therefore known as
Tri-yuga, or the Lord who appears in three yugas. Using the logic
of elimination (abbava-pramana), that hidden incarnation of Yours is
identified by the name of Sri Krsna Caitanya Mahaprabhu.”

(26)

dsan varnds triyo by asya grbnatonuyugam tanip
Suklo raktas tatha pita idanim krsnatam gatab

(§rimad-Bbdgauatam 10.8.13)

Sri Gargicirya spoke to Nanda Mahiraja at the time of the name-
giving ceremony of Sri Krsnacandra: “This blackish son of yours
manifests His transcendental form in every age. In Satya-yuga, His
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complexion was white; in Treta-yuga, red; in Kali-yuga, yellow; and
now, in Dvapara-yuga, it is black. Therefore, His name will be Krsna.”

It follows that in this verse, the word pita (yellow) is the evidence
indicating Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu, the savior of the souls in the age
of Kali.

(27)
iti dvapara urvisa stuvanti jagad-isvaram
nand tantra-vidhanena kalavapi tatha Srnu

(gﬂmad—Bbdgavamm I1.5.31)

As explained earlier, the people of Dvapara-yuga prayed to
Jagadi$vara, the Lord of the Universe. Now I will tell you how the
people in Kali-yuga worship that Supreme Lord. Listen carefully.

(28)
krsna-varna tvisda krsna sangopangdstra-parsadam
yajfiaih sankirtana-prayair yajanti bi sumedbasab

(§rz'mad—Bhdgavatam 11.5.32)

He constantly performs kirtana of the two syllables krs and na
and instructs others to do the same. He is always eagerly engaged in
searching after Sri Krsna through that kirtana. His bodily limbs or
angas are Sri Nityananda Prabhu and Sri Advaita Prabhu. His upangas
are His surrendered, pure devotees, like Sriviasa Pandita. The holy
name is His weapon (astra), and His eternal associates (parsada) are
Gadadhara Pandita, Svaripa Damodara, Raya Rimananda, Sanatana
Gosvami and Rapa Gosvami and so on. His complexion is not black
(akrsna) but golden. That golden Lord is endowed with the emotions
and complexion of Srimati Radhika. In the age of Kali, the sacrifice,
or yajna, by which intelligent persons worship Sti Gaurasundara is
predominated by the congregational chanting of the holy name.

Srila Jiva Gosvami’s commentary upon this verse from his
Krama-sandarbba:

§ri krsnavataranantara kali-yugavataram pirva-vad aha krsneti. tvisa
kantya yo'krsno gauras tar sumedhbaso yajanti. gauratvaiicasya “Gsan
varnds triyo by asya grbnato'nuyugar tanith Suklo raktas tatha pita idanim

22



The Scriptural Evidence

krsnatar gatah” (S.B. 10.8.13) ity atra parisesya pramana-labdham.
idanim etad avatardspadatvenabbikhyate dvapare kysnatam gatab ity
ukte Sukla-raktayob satya-treta-gatatvena darsitatvac ca. pitasyatitatvam
pracina-tad-avatarapeksayd. atra $ri ksnasya paripirna-ripatvena
vaksyamanatvad yugavataratvam, tasmin sarve’py avatdra antarbbita
iti tat-tat-prayojanari tasminnekasminneva sidhyatitypeksaya. tadevam
yad dvapare krsnato’vatarati tadaina (tasminneva) kalau $ri gauropy
avatdratiti svarasya-labdbeb $ri krsnavirbbava-visesa evayanm $ri gaura
ity ayati tad-avyabbicarat. tadedavirbbavatvarn tasya svayam eva
viSesana dvara vyanakti-krsna-varnam krsnety etau varnau ca yatra,
tam; yasmin — $ri krsna-caitanya-deva-namni krsnatvabhivyafijaka
krsneti varna-yugalarm prayuktam astityarthab trtiye Srimad-uddhava-
vakye (S.B. 3.33) “samabutah” ityadi padye “Sriyab savarnena” ity atra
tikayam Sriyo rukminyab samdana varna-dvayarn vdcakar yasya sap
Sriyab savarno rukmi ity api drsyate yad va, krsnari varnayati-tadrsa-
sva-paramananda-vilasa-smaranolldsa-vasataya svaym gayati parama-
karunikataya sarvebhyopi lokebbyas tamevopadisati yas tam athava
svayam-akrsnar gauram tvisa sva-Sobba-visesanaiva krsnopadestaraii
ca. yad darianenaiva sarvesarn krsnab sphuratityarthab. kimva sarva-
loka-drastaram kysnam gauram api bhakta-visesa-drstau tvisa prakasa-
visesena krsna-varnam. tadrsa Syamasundaram eva santamityarthap.
tasmat tasmin $ri krsna ripasyaiva prakdsat tasyaivavirbbava-visesab
sa iti bhavah. tasya $ri bbagavat tam eva spastayati sarngopangdstra-
parsadam iti, arngany eva parama-manobaratvad upangani bbisanadi
mahda-prabbavatvar tany evdstrani, sarvadaivaikdantarvasitvar tany
eva parsadab, babubbir mababbavair asakrdeva tatha dysto’saviti
gauda- varendra- bavigotkapadi-desiyanam mahdaprasiddheb. yad va
atyanta premdspadatvat tat tulya eva parsadab Srimad advaiticarya
mabanubbava-carana-prabbrtayas  taib  saba  vartamanam  iti
carthantarena vyaktam. tad evarn bhitarn kair jayanti? yajiiaib pija-
sambharaib (S.B. 1.13.14) ‘na yatra yajiieSamakba mabotsavah’ ity
uktep. tatra visesena tam evabhidheyam vyanakti — savikirtana babubbir
militva  §ri krsna-gana-sukbar, tat-pradhanaib tatha sankirtana-
pradhanyasya. tad asritesv eva darsanat sa evatrabhidbeya iti spastam.
ataeva sabastra-namni tad avatdra-sicakani namani kathitani —
“suvarna-varno hemango varargas$ candanargadi. sannydsa-kyc chamab
Santa” ity etani. darSitam caitat parama-vidvac chiromaning $ri
sarvabbauma bhattacaryena — “kalan-nastarn bbakti-yogam nijarn yab
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praduskarttum §ri krspa-caitanya-namad. dvirbbitasya padaravinde
gadbam-gadbam liyatam citta-bbrnga.”

Answering the questions of Nimi Maharija, Sri Karabhajana Rsi,
the ninth Yogendra, enumerated the various avatdras that descend in
the different yugas and concluded with a description of the incarnation
in Kali-yuga, which follows after Lord Krsna’s descent: “In Kali-yuga,
intelligent people worship that golden complexioned Krsna.” The verse
asan varnds triyo is proof of the importance of this form of the Lord. It
declares that because He is the complete whole, Sti Krsna is the source
of all yuga-avataras. All of the avatdras are present within Him, since
He is their sole cause. This conclusion has already been established
previously.

Sri Gauranga-deva appears in Kali-yuga, immediately after the
Dvapara-yuga in which Sri Krsna-candra, the complete, Original
Person, manifests Himself in the world. Consequently, He is a special
manifestation of Krsna. The adjectives used to describe this particular
manifestation of Krsna clarify any doubts as to the identity of the
incarnation being refered to in the verse. The adjective krsna-varnam
denotes a person with the two syllables k7 and sna in his name. These
two syllables are present in the name Sti Krsna-Caitanya. An equivalent
explanation is found in the commentary for the line $riyab savarnena of
the verse samabutah, spoken by Uddhava (§r2mad—Bhdgavamm 3.3.3).
In that example, Rukmi (the elder brother of Rukmini) is given the
name S§riyap savarna, which means ‘he who has the same two syllables
in his name as Rukmini, the embodiment of Sri.

We could derive another meaning from the adjective krsna-varnam:
Sriman Mahaprabhu glorifies Krsna. Being non-different from Krsna,
He is overpowered by the bliss that remembrance of His own sweet and
joyful pastimes, as Krsna, brings. Thus He sings the name of SriKrsna
aloud, and out of extreme compassion, He instructs all persons to do
likewise. An alternative is that although golden in complexion, simply
the extraordinary beauty of His form instructs everyone to perform
bhajana of Sri Krsna. This signifies that whoever sees Him thus attains
the vision of Krsna. Even though ordinary people see Him as golden,
exalted devotees see Him as the dark-complexioned Syamasundara,
who looks golden because of His unique effulgence. This leads to the
conclusion that Sri Gauranga-deva is a special manifestation of Krsna
Himself.

The fact is that Mahaprabhu is Bhagavan. All of His limbs
are extremely enchanting to the mind. He alone is the best of all
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adornments, for no decoration could increase His beauty; rather, His
body would enhance the beauty of any ornament. His limbs being
superbly attractive are thus the weapons by which He brings everyone
under His control. Those very limbs (aﬂgas) are His eternal associates
(parsadas), as they always accompany Him. More than once, great
personalities, who were Mahaprabhu’s contemporaries, beheld Him as
Sti Rima, SriKrsna and other incarnations of the Lord. This especially
happened to the residents of those places in India through which the
Lord had wandered.

There is a further sense of sarigopangastra-parsadam: Mahaprabhu
stays in the company of great personalities such as Sti Advaita Acirya and
other, eternal associates, who are all, like Himself, the abodes of prema.

What ingredients enable the worship of St Gauranga-deva (whose
wonderful qualities have just been described) to be accomplished? The
devotees worship Him whenever they come together lovingly, and
perform the sacrifice of congregational chanting of the holy names
(sarikirtana-yajiia) loudly, sweetly and to a nice rhythm. This means
that in Kali-yuga, sasikirtana is the foremost religious principle.
Moreover, it is most notably demonstrated by the devotees surrendered
to the lotus feet of Sri Gaura. Therefore, Sri Visnu-sabasra-nama-
stotrah gives the names of the Lord that are predictive of His advent:

suvarna-varno hemango varangas candanargadi
sannydsa-kyc chamab $anto nistha Santi-pardyanam

(Sr1 Mababbarata 149.92, 95)

The Supreme Lord will appear in the age of Kali with a golden
complexion. His body will be smeared with sandalwood pulp.
He will accept the sannydsa order and He will be equipoised and
peaceful. He will be utterly absorbed in devotion.

It is possible to apply all of these names to Sri Gauranga-deva.
Srila Sarvabhauma Bhattacirya, the crest-jewel amongst all scholars,
described Him in this way:

kalannastarin bhaktiyogarin nijam yab praduskarttur $ri-krsna-
caitanya-nama  avirbbitasya padaravinde gadbarin  gadbarn
liyatan cittabbrrga

May the bumblebee of my mind always be determinedly
focused upon the lotus feet of Lord Hari, who appeared as Sri

Krsna Caitanya in order to manifest once more His own bbakri-
yoga, which had been lost over the passage of time.
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Srila Baladeva Vidyabhusana’s commentary on Tattva-sandarbha,
the first of the six Sandarbhas:

krsneti. nimi  narpatind  parsthab  karabbhdjano  yogi  satyadi
yugavataranuktvatha “kalavapi tatha Sarnvi” ti tamavadbapyaba,
krsnavarnamiti sumedbaso janakalavapi harimn bbajanti. kairityaba
sankirtanaprayairyajiiairarnairiti. kidarSan tamityaba krsno varno
ripan yasyantariti Sesap. tvisa kantyatvakrsnan-suklo raktastatha pita
idanin kysnatan gatap iti gargoktiparisesyad vidyud gawramityarthab.
ange-nityanandadvaito upangani-srivasadayab astrani-avidya-cchetartvad
bhagavannamani, parsada gadadhara govindadayastaib sabitamiti
mahabalitvanvyajyate. gargavakye pita iti pracina tadapeksayd ayamavatarab
Svetavarabakalpagatastainvasa-manvantariyakalau  bodhyab.  tatratye
Sricaitanya evoktadharmadarsanat. anyesu kalisu kvacit Syamatvena,
kvacit Sukapatrabbatvena vyakterukte. ‘channab kalawyadabbava’ iti
Sukla raktastatha pita’ iti ‘kalavapi tatha Srunvi’ ti ca. ye vimarsanti te
sumedhbasab. channatvafica preyasi tvisavartatvan bodhyam.

Responding to the questions of Nimi Maharaja, Yoge$vara Sri
Karabhijana spoke about each of the yuga-avatdras who manifests
in Satya, Treta and Dvarapa-yugas. He then spoke pensively to the
king: “Listen to the description of the avatdra in Kali-yuga. Extremely
intelligent persons worship Sti Hari in Kali-yuga too.”

“By what sadbana will they worship Him?”

“By the congregational chanting of the holy names, sankirtana-
yajfia,” Karabhajana Rsi answered.

Next question: “Which form of Sri Hari will they worship?”

Answer: “They will worship that form which is black inside but
golden like lightening outside, as proven by Gargacarya’s proclamation:
Suklo raktas tatha pita idanirn krsnatam gatab (Srimad- -Bhagavatam
10.8.13). His bodily limbs (arigas) are Sri Nityananda Prabhu and
St Advaita Acarya. His upangas are Srivasa Pandita and others. His
weapon (astra) is the name of Bhagavan, which cuts down the jungle
of ignorance. His eternal associates (parsadas) are Gadadhara Pandita,
Govinda and others. With their help, His great strength will be
manifested.”

The word pita in Gargicarya’s declaration could apply to a different,
yellow incarnation of the Lord in a previous yuga. This avatara had
been manifest during the twenty-eighth Kali-yuga in the previous
Vaivasvata Manvantara, which is included in the present Sveta Variha
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Kalpa. However, the sole golden avatara of the present kalpa is St
Caitanya Mahaprabhu. As mentioned in the scriptures, some other
kali-yuga-avatdras are dark-complexioned and some are green like a
parrot. Those who contemplate the meaning of such verses as channah
kalau yad abhava, suklo raktas tatha pita and kaldvapi tatha synu from the
core of their heart, are truly wise. St Caitanya Mahaprabhu is referred
to as a ‘hidden’ avatdra because He is covered with the complexion of

Srimati Radhika.

(29)
dbyeyari sada paribhava-ghnam abhista-dobari
tirthaspadam Siva-virifici-nutam Saranyam
bbreyarti-har pranata-pala bhavabdhbi-potarn
vande maha-purusa te carandravindam

(30)
tyaktva su-dustyaja-surepsita-rajya-laksminm
dbarmistha arya-vacasa yad agad aranyam
mayda-mrgan dayitayepsitam anvadhdvad
vande maha-purusa te carandravindam

(Srimad-Bhagavatam 11.5.33—34)

My dear Lord, You are the Maha-purusa, the Supreme Person,
and T worship Your lotus feet, which are the only eternal object of
meditation. Those feet destroy the embarrassing conditions of material
life and freely award the greatest desire of the soul, the attainment of
pure love of Godhead. My dear Lord, Your lotus feet are the shelter of
all the holy places, and of all saintly authorities in the line of devotional
service. Your lotus feet are honored by powerful demigods like Lord
Siva and Lord Brahma. My Lord, You are so kind that You willingly
protect all those who simply bow down to You with respect, and thus
You mercifully relieve all the distress of Your servants. In conclusion,
my Lord, Your lotus feet are actually the suitable boat for crossing over
the ocean of birth and death, and therefore even Lord Brahma and
Lord Siva seek shelter at Your lotus feet.*

O Mahia-purusa, I worship Your lotus feet. You gave up the
association of the goddess of fortune and all her opulence, which is
most difficult to renounce and is desired by even the great demigods.
Being the most faithful follower of the path of religion, You thus left
for the forest in obedience to a brabmana’s curse. Out of sheer mercy,
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You chased after the fallen conditioned souls, who are always in pursuit
of the false enjoyment of illusion, and at the same time engaged in
searching out Your own desired object, Lord Syamasundara.*

Srila Visvanatha Cakravarti Thakura’s Sardrtha-darsini translation
and commentary on these verses of the Srimad-Bhagavatam:

ayamavatdrab kaliyugavartino jandn prayab krsnaramayorbbajana-
margamupadisatyatastayobstutinatiahadvabbyam. dbyeyadbyatumarba
sadeti natra kaladesaniyama iti bbavab. indriyakutumbadibbiryah
paribbavastiraskarastan hantityananusambitam phalamabhistadobam
ityanusambitam tirthaspadamiti dbyanamatrena gangesdisarvatirtha
snanasiddbep. kalau dravyadesakriyadijanitan duvararamapavitryamapi
nasankaniyamiti ~ bbavap.  tatra  sadacaramaba-Siva  virinaciti
sukbasevyatvamahba-Saranyamiti. bbaktavatsalyamaba-bbrtyartibamiti.
na ca bbrtyanan paricayaradikamapyapeksata

ityaha be pranatapaleti. bhrtyabbimanavantar pranatimatrenaivarm
palayatiti bbavah. bhavabdbipotamiti “tvatpadapotena mabatkrtena
kurvanti govatsapadarin bbavabdhi” miti  brabmadyuktorbhavabdhib
kada nistina ityapi tvad bhartyo na janatiti bbavab. Slesena
tasyapyavatarasydapyanenaiva stutinati yatha he mahdpurusa, be
paramabarisa, mabamunindra, Sivavirificanutari acaryabaridasabhbyan
stutamanyat samanam. anyai sudustyaja ya surepsitda rajyalaksmistan
tyaktva yaditi ya ityarthab. aranyamagar kirn rajyavaikalyadarsanena
na-dbarmisthab  dryasya  guroredasarathasya  vacasa  anena
pitarbbaktatvamuktan  preyasipremavasatvan  caba-dayitaya  sitaya
ipsitan, mayamargam svarndkdran margan yonvadbavat tasya vande.
Slesapakse asubbyab pranebbyopi dustyaja ca surairapi ipsitan rdjyan
svakantena virdjamanatvan yasyab sa ca ya laksmistan tyaktva yat
yab aranyamagat. tatra betub-dryasya viprasya vacasa tava sarvamapi
garbasthyasukban dbvastan bbavatviti yajiiopavitatrotanapirvakan yat
Sapavacastena; dharmisthab dbarmavatian madhye atisayena Srestho
vipravakyan ma anyathd bbavatviti krtan Sapan svicakara ityarthab.
gatva kimakarodityata aba-mayan kalatraputravittadiripan margyati
anvesyatiti mayamargab sansaravisto janastamanvadhavat. kidrsan daya
atiSayenastiti dayi tasya bbavo dayita taya betund ipsitan svabbipsita-
malinganamisena svasparsarn datva samsarabdhau patitamapi tam
premabdhau patayitumiti nirupadbi mabakarunyam dyotitam.
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Apart from Him, no one else could have abandoned that royal abode
of Laksmi, of which even the celestial demigods felt desirous. He was
very obedient to His father, Dasaratha Maharaja, and obediently took
upon His head the order to go to the forest. He was controlled by his
beloved Sita, and trailed the illusory form of a deer, desiring that she
be pleased. I offer my prayers to the lotus feet of that Supreme Person.

Another meaning of the verse:

Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu gave up opulence the likes of which
even the celestial demigods were desirous, and renounced the intimate
association of His beloved Laksmi — in the form of Visnupriya — as well.
These are harder to give up than one’s own life, yet He did so, going
to the forest because a brabmana had cursed Him: the brahmana broke
his sacred thread and said, “May the happiness of Your household life
be completely destroyed!” Thinking that the brabmana’s words should
not prove false, the supremely religious Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu
accepted the curse and went to the forest [accepted the renounced
order of life]. What did He do there? Compassionately, He chased
after the materialists (maya-mrga) to give them mercy. Materialists are
engrossed in hunting down — in the form of a spouse, children, wealth
and so on — the mirage of worldly happiness. What is the nature of Sri
Caitanya Mahaprabhu? He is dayi (filled with great compassion), and
inspired by that mercy (dayita-yepsita), the Lord embraced souls that
had fallen into the ocean of material existence; His transcendental touch
thus transferring them to the ocean of divine love. This explanation
illuminates His inconceivable compassion, which is unimpeded by any
material designation.

Mahaprabhu is the avatdra who instructs people to worship the
Lord by chanting the holy names of Krsna. Therefore, this incarnation
is being glorified in these two verses [grimad—Bbdgavatam 11.5.33-34].
One should always meditate on Him. There are no time or place
restrictions as far as this meditation is concerned. He vanquishes the
suffering that is caused by the senses and by material attachments, and
He fulfills the most cherished desire of the heart. Merely meditating
on Him grants the result of bathing in a holy river like the Ganges.
He frees one instantly from the contaminations that arise due to time,
place and circumstance. Even Lord Brahma and Lord Siva worship
Him and are surrendered to Him. He is sufficiently powerful to protect
them expertly. This verse glorifies Him as bbrtyarti-ha, because He
loves His devotees dearly and frees them from all suffering. He never
ignores any service from His devotees and is thus called pranata-pala
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(He who cherishes souls surrendered to Him). If someone were simply
to offer obeisances to Him, considering himself His servant, the
Lord would then take that soul under His care. He is also given the
name bhavabdhi-pota (a boat in the ocean of material existence). Lord
Brahma said, “tvat-pada-potena mabat-krtena kurvanti go-vatsa-padar
bbavabdhim — For a person saved by the boat of Your lotus feet, O
Lord, the ocean of material existence shrinks to the size of a calf’s hoof
print.” The servant of the Supreme Lord does not even notice how or
when he crossed this ocean.

According to another interpretation, this verse, addressing Him
as Maha-purusa, Paramahamsa and Maha-munindra, glorifies the
incarnation in Kali-yuga that is worshipped by Advaita Acirya and
Haridisa Thikura, who are non-different from Siva and Brahma,
respectively. The other words of the verse have no second meaning,.

The Vivrtti commentary of Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura

The previous verse of the §rimad—Bbdgavamm (11.5.32) states that by
sankirtana-yajiia, intelligent persons worship the golden form of Sri
Krsna, Gaurasundara, who chants the two syllables kr-sna, surrounded
by His associates (arigas), servitors (uparngas), weapons (astra) and
confidential companions (parsadas). The next two verses glorify
the lotus feet of that same Lord Gaurasundara. Addressing Sriman
Mahaprabhu by the names Maha-purusa, Purusottama and Vasudeva,
Sti Sukadeva Gosviami says: “I pray to Your lotus feet.” The only
method by which to worship the Lord in Kali-yuga is the performance
of congregational chanting of the holy names, or sasikirtana-yajia.

Vandana, or prayerful entreaty to Bhagavan, in this present age of
Kali, is one of the most important of the nine limbs of bhakti.

mahan prabbur vai purusab satvasyaisa pravartakah
sunirmalam imdm praptim iSano jyotir avyayah
(Sri Svetasvatara Upanisad 3.12)

We recognize this mantra of the Upanisads to be in glorification
of Sti Caitanya Mahaprabhu, as it refers to Him directly by name [the
first two words of the verse]. We do likewise with the name ‘Maha-
purusa’, which is present in these two verses of the §rimad—Bbdgavat&zm.
These verses then read as prayers to His lotus feet. What description
is given of His lotus feet? All great personalities meditate upon them,
whilst those personalities are themselves objects of meditation. They
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will sever the bonds of material life for those remembering them,
and they fulfill the bhaktas’ every desire. Those lotus feet are the true
wealth of the holy places, and all holy places are present within them.
Brahmi, Siva and other demigods always offer obeisances to those
lotus feet, which are for all souls (from the non-moving entities up to
the demigods) the only shelter. For those who meditate upon them,
those lotus feet destroy all obstacles. They liberate the jivas who are
surrendered to them from all types of misery. Moreover, they become
a boat, enabling devotees desiring to perform bbajana to cross over the
ocean of material existence. Thus, Lord Sri Gaurasundara Mahaprabhu
maintains His surrendered devotees.

Sri Gaurasundara performed the pastime of accepting sannydsa to give
the perfect example of service to Lord Mukunda (mukunda-sevana-vrata),
as explained by the brabmana of Avantipura in the Eleventh Canto of
the grimad—Bhdgammm. The residents of the heavenly planets are unable
to forsake that raja-laksmi (in the form of attachment to exquisite sense
enjoyment), but to search for Krsna, Sti Gaurasundara easily renounced
the desire for sense pleasure, although it is extremely hard to relinquish.
By means of this pastime, He instructed the whole world.

He revealed the futility of material knowledge, abandoning it as if it
were excrement. Sri Gaurasundara accepted sannydsa with an intention
of demonstrating to everyone that solely the service of Adhoksaja
Krsna, the Lord who is beyond the reach of the material senses and
is glorified by the grimad-Bbdgavamm, is truly beneficial for the jivas.

Being non-different from svayari-riipa Sri Krsna, Sri Gaurasundara
adopted the complexion and sentiments of His beloved (dayita) Srimati
Radhika, then ran in search of the only object of Her love, Sri Krsna.
Uddbirna (divine madness), citra-jalpa and all other transformations
(vikara) of Srimati Radhik®s adhiridha-mahabhdva were manifest in
Him. He adopted the complexion and sentiments of Srimati Radhika,
who is the essence of the transcendental pleasure potency and complete
embodiment of astonishing pastimes. Endowed with Her feelings and
complexion, Lord Gauranga performed the pastime of searching for
the sole object of Her love, Lord Krsna. Although He is in fact the
object of love (visaya-vigraha), Sti Krsna Himself, Lord Gauringa
nonetheless took on the service moods — or bbhavas — of the abode of
love (asraya-vigraha). He manifested this pastime of deep immersion in
bhajana in order to relish those moods and to instruct faithful souls
who follow in His footsteps in that same method of bhajana.

In gaura-lild alone is revealed the confidential import of the
pastimes of the non-dual Absolute Truth, St Vrajendra-nandana,
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manifesting as the enjoyer and enjoyed. Lord Gauranga is neither a
yugdvatdra, naimittikdvatara, nor any other partial manifestation, but
is the source of all incarnations, Krsna Himself.

Sti Gaura-Krsna runs in search of the Absolute Truth, the
Supreme Beloved Sti Krsna, whose company is always sought after by
the daughter of King Vrsabhianu, Srimati Radhika, the spiritual energy
personified. He manifested this /ila out of great mercy.

(31)
paritrandya sadhinari vinasaya ca duskrtam
dbarma saristhapandrthaya sambbavami yuge yuge

(Bbagavad-gita 4.8)

To protect My unalloyed devotees, annihilate the wicked and to
reestablish dbarma, 1 appear in every age.

Sri Krsnacandra spoke this verse to Arjuna, establishing that His
incarnations appear in every age and are called yugavataras. “To protect
the sadbus and to annihilate the miscreants, as well as to establish religious
principles, I manifest Myself in every yuga.” Due to the uninhibited dance
of destruction in this age of Kali, from its outset, the saints living in
the region of Gauda (centered on Bengal), were deeply saddened to see
people’s inclination towards atheism and the scarcity of pure religiosity —
in the form of bhakti. Observing this villainous behavior, Advaita Acarya
and other saints pitifully called out to the Lord; thus Sri Krsnacandra
was compelled to appear in Sri Mayapira-Navadvipa, in a golden form. A
speciality of this incarnation is that, unlike other avataras, He brought
no weapon except His own holy name. With that weapon, He punished
sinners, protected saintly persons and established the supreme religion
of pure love, which is characterized by the symptoms mentioned below:

sa vai purisar paro dharmo yato bbaktir adboksaje
abaituky apratiabata yayarma samprasidati

(§rimad—Bbdgtzvamm 1.2.6)

The supreme religious principle for human society is pure devotion
to Adhoksaja, the Transcendental Person. This devotion must be free of
ulterior motives and practised constantly to satisfy the self completely.
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(32)

abam eva dvija-Srestho nityam prachanna-vigrabab
bbagavad-bhakta-riipena lokam raksami sarvada

(Sri Adi Purana and Sri Brban-naradiya Purina)
The Lord says, “I always protect My devotees in My eternal, hidden
form as a devotee and the best of brabmanas.”

This verse refers to Sri Gauranga-deva.

(33)

kalind dabyamananam uddbaraya tani-bbrtam
janma prathama-sandbydyar bhavisyati dvijalaye

(Sri Kurma Purana)
(34)

kalina dabyamananam paritrandya tani-bbrtam
janma prathama-sandbydyar karisyami dvijatisu

(Sri Gariida Purana)

I will appear on the earth in a brabmana family in the first period of
Kali-yuga, to save the devotees, who are scorched by the fire of this age.

(35)

abar pirno bhavisyami yugasandbau visesatah
madyapure navadvipe bbhavisyami saci-sutab

(Sri Garuda Purana)

In the first period of Kali-yuga, I will fully manifest Myself as the
son of Saci-devi in Sri Mayapura-Navadvipa.

(36)
kaleb prathama-sandbyayarm laksmi-kanto bbavisyati
darubrabma-samipa-sthab sannydsa gaura-vigrabab

(Sri Garuda Purana)

In the first period of Kali-yuga, the possessor of the six opulences,
the beloved Lord of Laksmi, will appear in the house of the brabmana
Jagannitha Misra, in the form of a golden sannydsi.
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(37)
yad gopi-kuca-kumbba-sambbrama-bbararambbena sarnvardhitam
yad va gopa-kumara-sara-kalaya range subbargi-kytam
yad vrndavana-kanane pravilasac chridamadibhis
tat prema-prakatam cakara bbagavin caitnya-riipah prabbu

(Sri Garuda Purana)

Performing rasa-lila with the gopis, SriKrsnaincreased the intensity
of immaculate love (visuddba-prema). He exhibited transcendental love:
wrestling with His friends like Sudama, Sridima, Madhumangala,
Stoka-krsna, Dama and others, covering their eyes and performing
other pastimes as a cowherd boy in Vrndavana. When the Supreme
Lord appeared as Sri Krsna Caitanya, He spread that very sublime love
in Navadvipa, Purusottama Ksetra and other places.

These verses from the Garitda Purana evidently speak of Sri Krsna
Caitanya because they contain the name of His first wife, Laksmi. The
area close to Purusottama Ksetra is famous as His abode.

(38)
yo reme saba-vallavi ramayate vrndavane’bar-nisam
yab karsari nijaghana kaurava-rane yab pandavanar sakha
soyar vaisnava-danda-mandita-bbujab sannydsa-vesab svayam
nibsandebam updagatab ksiti-tale caitanya-riipab prabbub

(Sri Gariida Purdna)

Lord Krsnacandra performed rdsa-lili and other pastimes with
the gopis, killed Kamsa, and became the friend of the Pandavas in the
Mahiabharata war. He was thus called Partha-sarathi (‘He who drove
the chariot of Arjuna’). That same Supreme Personality of Godhead,
who makes the impossible possible, appeared on the earth as Sti Krsna
Caitanya, adorned with the garments of a sannydsi and carrying a bamboo
danda in His hand.

(39)
nama-siddhanta-sampatti-prakdsana-parayanahb
kvacit Sri-krsna-caitanya-nama loke bbavisyati

(Sri Devi Purana)

Sri Mahiadeva told Parvati: “The Lord of all the universes will
appear somewhere in Navadvipa in order to reveal the treasure of the
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siddhanta of the holy name of Bhagavan. He will become renowned by
the name of Sri Krsna Caitanya.”

(40)
satye daitya-kuladbinasa-samaye sirnbordbva-martyakrtis
tretayarm dasakandbaram paribbavan rameti namakrtib
go-palan paripalayan vraja-pure bharar baran dvapare
gaurangah priya-kirtanab kaliyuge caitanya-nama prabbub
(Sri Nysirba Purana)

The Lord appeared as Nrsirhha in Satya-yuga on the occasion
of killing Hiranyakasipu. In Treta-yuga, He appeared in the most
attractive form of Lord Rama for the purpose of killing Ravana. In
Dvipara-yuga, He manifested His all-enchanting form in St Vraja-
dhima to diminish the sinful burden of the earth and to protect the
cowherd folk. That very Lord, deeply attached to harinama-sarnkirtana,
will be known during Kali-yuga by the names of Sri Gauranga-deva
and Sri Krsna Caitanya.

(41)
yatra yogesvarab saksat yogi-cintyo jandrdanab
caitanya-vapur dste vai sandranandatmakab prabbub

(42)
kaleb prathama-sandbyayarm gaurango’bam mabi-tale
bhatirathi-tate ramie bhavisyami Saci-sutab

(Sri Padma Purina)

The eternally blissful Lord Janardana, who is composed of
condensed bliss, and is the object of the yogis’ meditation, the master of
mystic powers, and who resides in the divinely pure abode of Vaikuntha
in the form of Lord Caitanya, says:

“In the first period of Kali-yuga I will appear on Earth on the beauti-
ful bank of the Bhagirathi River as Gauranga, the son of Sti Saci-devi”

(43)

abam eva kalau vipra nityam pracchanna-vigrahab
bbagavad-bbakta-ripena lokan raksami sarvada
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(44)
divi-ja bbuvi jayadbvam jayadbvam bbakti-ripinab
kalau sankirtandrambbe bhavisyami saci-sutab

(Sri Brhan-naradiya Purana)

O best of brabmanas, in Kali-yuga My natural, dark complexion
will be covered by the golden complexion and sentiments of Stimati
Radhika. In this form of a devotee, I will always protect the devotees
with the ultimate weapon of harindma. Therefore, O demigods, I tell
you all now to descend to earth in the form of devotees, for I will
appear in Kali-yuga as the son of Sri Saci-devi, at the inception of the
sarikirtana movement.

(45)
kaleb prathama-sandbyayar gaurarigo’barn mabi-tale
bhagirathi-tate bhimni bbavisyami sandtanab

(Sr1 Brabma-vaivarta Purana)

In the first period of Kali-yuga, I, the eternal Absolute Truth
(sanatana-brabma), will appear in the golden form of Sri Gauranga on
the bank of the Bhagirathi River on the earth planet.

(46)
anandasru-kala-roma-harsa-pirnam tapo-dhana
sarve mam eva draksyanti kalau sannydsa-riapinam

(Sri Bbavisya Purana)

O ascetics! In Kali-yuga, all of the devotees will see Me dressed as a
sannydsi, whose entire body is washed by tears of joy and covered with
horripilation.

The eight transcendental transformations of prema were all
experienced by Sri Gaurahari in the form of a sannydsi; therefore, this is
the incarnation being described in the verse.

(47)
prasantatma lamba-kanthas ca gaurangas ca suravrtab

(Sri Agni Purana)

The supremely peaceful Lord, whose neck is long and who is
surrounded by the demigods, will appear as Gauranga.
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(48)
supijitah sada gaurab krsno va veda-vid dvijab
(Sri Saura Purana)

The knower of the Vedas, Gaura, who is Krsna in the form of a
brabmana, is always worshipable.

(49)
mando gaurab sudirghargas tri-srotas-tira-sambbavah
dayalub kirtana-grabi bbavisyami kalau yuge
(Sri Matsya Purana)

) The Lord says: “I will appear in the city of Navadvipa as the son of
Saci-devi to inaugurate the congregational chanting of the holy name
in the age of Kali.”

(50)

kalau sankirtanarambbe bhavisyami Saci-sutah
svarna-dyutim samdsthaya navadvipe jandsraye

Suddbo gaurab sudirghango garga-tira-samudbbavah
dayalub kirtana-grabi bhavisyami kalau yuge

(Sri Vayu Purana)

O demigods! In Kali-yuga I will appear in St Mayapura-Navadvipa,
which is situated on the bank of the River Ganges. Then I will
personally teach all of the ordinary, sinful souls the method of nama-
sankirtana. At this time, the jivas will view Me with a shaved head,
possessed of a golden complexion and a strong frame, with long arms.
They will know Me to be extremely merciful, as one who makes no
distinction between the qualified and the unqualified.

(51)
golokar ca parityajya lokanam trana-karanat
kalau gauranga-ripena lila-lavanya-vigrahah
(Sri Moarkandeya Purana)
I assume a most attractive form for the performance of varied

pastimes in Goloka, yet in Kali-yuga I will abandon Goloka, and
descend in the form of Sri Gauranga, in order to protect the devotees.
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(52)
abam eva dvija-Srestho lila-pracurya-vigrabab
bhagavad-bhakta-riipena lokan raksami sarvada

(Sri Varaha Purina)

I assume different forms to perform My pastimes. I also descend in
Kali-yuga in the form of a devotee and the best of brabmanas. Thus I
eternally protect the devotees from the fire of Kali-yuga.

(53)
kali-ghora-tamas-channan sarvan dcara-varjitn
Saci-garbbe ca sambbitya tarayisyami narada

(Sri Vamana Purana)

O Nirada! After taking birth from the womb of Saci-devi, I will
save from the ocean of material existence all souls who know nothing
of regulated life and are covered by the darkness of ignorance in the

shape of Kali-yuga.
(54)
abam eva kvacid brabman sannydsasramam asritab
hari-bbaktirn grabayami kalau papa-batan naran
(Upapurana, quoted in
Sri Caitanya-caritamrta, Adi-lila 3.82)
St Krsna (Svayam Bhagavan) said to Vyasadeva: “O brahmana,
secretly (kvacit), I sometimes accept both the order of sannyasa and

bhakti to Sr1 Hari to save the souls of Kali-yuga, who are tormented
by their own sins.

(s5)
paurnamasyam phalgunasya phalguni-rksa-yogatah
bahvisye gaura-riipena Saci-garbbe purandarat

(56)
svarna-di-tiram asthaya navadvipe jandsraye
tatra dvija-kularm prapto bbavisyami janalaye

(57)
bhakti-yoga-pradanaya lokasyanugrabaya ca

sannydsa-ripam dsthaya krsna-caitanya-nama-dhrk
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(s8)
yena lokasya nistaras tat kurudbvarn mamajiiaya
dbaritri bbavita ca’bbir mayaiva dvija-debina
(Sri Vayu Purana)

The Lord says: “O demigods! I will appear as the son of S
Jagannatha Miéra and Saci-devi on a full-moon day in the month of
Philguna (February/March), during the constellation of Philguni
Uttara.

“The most prominent residence of My devotees is Navadvipa,
which is situated on the bank of the Ganges. I will therefore take birth
there, in a family of the very best brabmanas, amidst My own devotees.

“To show the preeminence of the path of bhakti and to distribute
mercy to everyone, I will accept the order of sannydsa, and will become
renowned by the name Sti Krsna Caitanya.

“Thus, so that the material world should be delivered, all of you
ought to follow My order and appear with Me. In the form of a
brabmana, 1 will free the earth planet from fear.”

(59)
nibsvadbydaya-vasat-kare svadba-svaha-vivarjite
tatab pravir asau viprap kvacil loke bbavisyati

(Sri Visnu Purana)

The Original Supreme Lord shall appear somewhere in the world
at such time as people neither study the Vedas nor exclaim vasat, svadha
and svaba while offering oblations into the sacrificial fire.

It is important to note that the word kvacit (‘somewhere’) indicates a
secret incarnation, as is also the case in the verse, channab kalau yad abbavah.

(60)
svarna-di-tiram asritya navadvipe dvijalaye
sampradatum bbakti-yogari lokasyanugrabaya ca
(61)
ya eva bhagavan krsno radbika-prana-vallabbab
systy ddau sa jagan-ndtho gaura dsin mahesvari
(62)
avatirno bbavisyami kalau nija-gunaib saba
Saci-garbbe nacadvipe svar-dbuni-parivarite
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63)
aprakasyam idam gubyam na prakasyar babir-mukhbe
bhaktavatararin bbaktakbyarm bbaktarin bbakti-pradar svayam

(64)
man-mayda-mohitah kecin na jiiasyanti babir-mukhab
jiiasyanti mad-bhakti-yuktab sadbavo nydsino'malah

©65)
krsnavatara-kale yab striyo ye purusab priyih
kalau te’vatarisyanti Sridama-subaladayah

(66)

catubsastir mahbantas te gopa dvadasa balakdah
dbarma-saristhapandrtthaya vibarisyami tair abam

67)
kale nastam bhakti-patham sthapayisyamy abam punab
gacchantu bbuvi te putrab jayantar bbakta-ripinab
dbarma-sarsthapanar kale kurvantu te mamdjiiaya

(68)

krsnas$ caitanya-gaurango gaura-candrab Saci-sutab
rsy ya-g g0 & £ :
prabbu-gauro gaura-barir namani bbakti-dani me

(Sri Ananta-sarbitd)

Lord Siva spoke to Parvati: “O Mahesvari! The Supreme Lord who
was famed from before creation by the name of Jagannatha, and who
appeared during Dvapara-yuga as Krsna-candra, the beloved of Srimati
Radhika; that same most Ancient Person, will appear as Gauranga in
a special brabmana family on the bank of the Ganges in Navadvipa, to
demonstrate the preeminence of bbakti and to grant auspiciousness to
the world.

“That very same Supreme Lord said to Brahma, ‘O Brahma! In
Kali-yuga I will appear with My associates as the son of Saci-devi
in Navadvipa, which stands on the banks of the Ganges. This fact
should remain a secret; hence, you must not reveal it to anyone
who is opposed to Me. Under the spell of My madya, they will not
recognize My incarnation as a devotee distributing bbakti (which has
not been given since time immemorial); but the pure-hearted saints,
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who are reservoirs of love for Me, will understand Me completely. In
the age of Kali, My dear associates, like Sridima, Subala and others
who accompanied Me as I performed My pastimes as Sti Krsna, will
descend to the earth. They will be famous as the sixty-four mahantas
and the twelve gopalas. I will perform pastimes with them. To establish
religion, I will restore the path of bbakzi, which was near to being lost
in Kali-yuga. Therefore, also let your four sons, headed by Sanaka,
descend to the earth in the form of devotees and establish the religious
principles appropriate to the time, directed by my order. Those who
chant My names, such as Krsna, Caitanya, Gauranga, Gaurasundara,
Sacisuta, Prabhu, Gaura and Gaurahari, shall attain bbhakei.”

(69)
dvapariyair janair visnub panfica-ratrais tu kevalaib
kalau tu nama-matrena pijyate bhagavan bharib
(Sri Narayana-sarinbitd, Sri Madhvacarya’s commentary

on the Sri Mundaka Upanisad)

The people of Dvapara-yuga worship Lord Visnu by the paiicaratra
method, whereas the people in Kali-yuga, worship Lord Hari simply
by chanting His holy names.

(70)
evam anga vidhim krtva mantri dhyayed yathacyutam
kalaya-kusuma-Syamanm druta-bema-nibbam tu va
(Tantra)

One sage explained to a devotee the process of meditation: “O dear
devotee, after receiving the mantra from a spiritual master, a devotee
should, in accordance with all rules and regulations, meditate on the
dark form of the Lord, which resembles dark linseed flowers, or on
His fair-complexioned form, which is compared to molten gold.”

The complexion of Sri Rima and of Sri Krsna is comparable to the
color of linseed flowers, whereas only St Gauranga’s complexion is like
molten gold. Hence this verse explains that one should also meditate
upon Sri Gauranga, depending upon one’s qualification.

(71)
sandbau kysno vibbub pascad devakyarm vasudevarab
kalau purandarat Sacyar gaura-riipo vibbub smrtab
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(72)
avataram imam kytva jiva-nistara-hetund
kalauw maya-purim gatva bbavisyami Saci-sutab

(Sri Urdhvamnaya-tantra)

Lord Krsna, the all-pervading Supersoul, who assumes different
forms in accord with His loving devotees’ desires, appeared as the son of
Vasudeva and Devaki in the last period of Dvapara-yuga [He appeared
from the heart of Vasudeva and entered the womb of Devaki]. Soon
afterwards, in the first period of Kali-yuga, the same Lord appeared
as Gauranga, the son of Saci-devi and the learned scholar Jagannatha
Misra [He appeared from the heart of Jagannitha Misra and entered
the womb of Saci-devi]. The Lord Himself said, “As Gaura I will
appear as the son of Saci-devi in Mayapura, for the benefit of all jivas.”

(73)
kvacit sapi krsnam aba Synu mad vacanar priya
bbavata ca sabaikatmyam icchami bbavitum prabho

(74)
mama bbavanvitarn riuparin brdayablada-karanam
parasparanga-madhbya-stharn krida-kautuka-marngalam

(75)
paraspara-sva-bbavadhyam ripam ekarin pradarsaya
Srutva tu preyasi-vakyarin parama-priti-sicakam

(76)
svecchaydsid yatha pirvam utsabena jagad-gurub
premalingana-yogena by acintya-Sakti-yogatah

(77)
radha-bhava-kanti-yuktarm mirtim ekam parkasayan
svapne tu darsayamdsa radhikayai svayar prabbub

(Sri Kapila-tantra)

Srimati Radhiki once expressed to Sti Krsnacandra, “O My
beloved! I want to feel a shared oneness with Your transcendental body.
Therefore, O Lord, please exhibit Our combined form, which is the
cause of such auspicious and delightful pastimes, and is endowed with
sentiments belonging to Us both.”
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Having heard His beloved’s request, and impelled by Her deep
affection, Lord Krsna, the spiritual master of the entire universe,
joyfully fulfilled Her desire. With the aid of His potency of
inconceivableness (acintya-sakti), He acquired the complexion and
mood of Srimati Radhika. This single form [of Gaurdnga] is manifest
by the complete union of the divine couple as they lovingly embrace
each other. He then presented this form to Radhika in a dream.

By this act of revealing the form in a dream, SriKrsna was implying,
“If this form, with Your complexion and sentiments, is to Your liking,
then I will reveal it to the devotees.”

(78)
brabmanyah sarva-dbarma-jiiab Santo danto gata-klamab
Srinivasab sadanandi visva-mirtir mabaprabbub

(Sri Sammobana-tantra)

Each of the names mentioned in this verse applies to St Caitanya
Mahaprabhu with His associates.

* Brahmanyah - Simply by embracing a leprous brabmana, Lord
Gauranga gave him a golden body. He cheerfully accepted a
brabmana’s curse, spoken in conjunction with the breaking
of the sacred thread. He proved famous as one who always
respects the brabmanas.

+ Santo - One possessed of a peacefull demeanor.

* Danto — One who is self-controlled, restrained.

* Gata-klamah — One who removes all distress.

« Srinivasa and Sadinandi - Srinivisa Pandita and Sadinanda
are prominent, eternal associates of His; hence, He is called
Srinivasa and Sadanandi.

* Visvamurti - He has this name because His elder brother is
named Visvaripa.

* Mahaprabhu - Although this word is a combination of the two
words mahd and prabbu, it is a common noun. It is also a proper
noun when it refers to Lord Gauranga.

* Sarva-dharma-jiia - He is the knower of all religious principles,
this name certainly pertains to Him.

(79)
abam pirno bhavisyami yuga-sandhau visesatab
mayapure navadvipe varam ekam Saci-sutab

(Sri Krsna-yamala)
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The Lord Silid: “I will manifest My complete form in full, as the
son of mother Saci in the initial period of Kali-yuga in St Mayapura-
Navadvipa.”

Use of the words piirnab and varamekarm (‘full’ and ‘once’ respectively),
is an indication that St Gauranga would wholly manifest Himself in the
initial part of the Kali-yuga directly following Lord Krsna’s appearance
in the final stage of the previous Dvapara-yuga.

(80)
athavaharm dbara-dhamni bbitva mad-bbakta-ripa-dhbrk
madyayam ca bbavisyami kalau sarikirtanagame
(Sri Brabma-yamala)
At the commencement of the sarikirtana movement in Kali-yuga,

I will descend to the earth, at Sri Mayapura, in disguise as My own
dear devotee.

(81)
gaurangam gaura-diptangam pathet stotrar krtaijalip
nanda-gopa-sutar caiva namasyami gadagrajam
(Sri Caitanya Stava, in Caitanya Kalpa

of Sri Brabma-yamala)

One must pray with folded hands to Lord Gauranga, whose
lustrous body resembles pure gold. I also offer my daily respect to Sri
Krsna, the son of Sri Nanda Maharaja and the elder brother of Gada.

(82)

kalau prathama-sandhyayam hari-nama-pradayakab
bhavisyati navadvipe Saci-garbbe jandrdanahp

(83)
Jiva-nistarandrthdya nama-vistarandya ca
yo hi krsnab sa caitanyo manasa bbati sarvada

(Sri Brabma-yamala)

Lord Siva told Pirvati: “In the first period of Kali-yuga, Lord
Janardana — the distributor of the holy name — will appear in Navadvipa-
dhama from the womb of Sri Saci-mata, to save and empower the
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fallen souls by means of His own holy name. O Parvati! It consistently
appears to me that Sr Krsna and Sri Krsna Caitanya are non-different.”

(84)

bhavisyati ca caitanyah kalau sarikirtanagame
hari-nama-pradanena lokan nistarayamy abar

(Sri Brabma-yamala)

St1 Krsna-candra said: “At the beginning of the sankirtana
movement in Kali-yuga, I will appear in the form of Sri Caitanya. In
this incarnation, I will distribute the holy name to the ordinary jivas
and thus will save them.”

The present tense of the verb ‘to save’ (nistarayami) is used in this
verse. According to the rules of Sanskrit grammar, use of the present
tense can convey either that an action is happening or that it is about to
happen. Therefore, this verse is referring to an incarnation of the Lord
that takes place in the future, directly following Sri Krsna’s descent.

(8s)
gangayah daksine bbage navadvipe manorame
kali-papa-vinasaya Saci-garbbe sanatani

(86)
Jjanisyati priye misra-purandara-grhe svayam

phalgune paurnamasyaiica nisaydrm gaura-vigrabah
(Sri Visva-sara-tantra)
Lord Siva spoke to Parvati: “O beloved! In beautiful Navadvipa,
which is situated on the right bank of the river Ganges, there live Sri
Saci-devi and the best among brabmanas, Jagannatha Misra. On the
full moon night of the month of Phalguni (February/March), Lord

Krsna will appear in their house, from the womb of Saci-devi. As
Gaura, the fair-complexioned Lord will demolish all the sins of Kali-

yuga.”
(87)
jambu-dvipe kalau ghore maya-pure dvijalaye
Janitva parsadaib sardbam kirtana prakatisyati

(Sri Kapila-tantra)
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Having taken birth in the house of a perfect brabmana in Mayapura,
situated in Jambu-dvipa, the Lord will perform kirtana with His
eternal associates in the dark age of Kali.

(88)
tatah kale ca sarprapte kalau kopi maha-nidhib
hari-nama-prakasiya gariga-tire janisyati
(Sri Kularnava-tantra)
Sometime at the beginning of the age of Kali, the reservoir of all

virtues will take birth somewhere on the bank of the river Ganges, to
preach the glories of the holy name.

(89)
bhakti-yoga-prakasiya lokasyanugrabaya ca
sannydsasramam asritya krsna-caitanya-ripa-dbrk
(Sri Jaimini Bharata)
The Supreme Person said: “To shower mercy upon the jivas and to

preach bbakti-yoga to them, I will accept the renounced order and take
the name Krsna Caitanya.”

(90)
gauri $ri radhika devi barib kyrsnab prakirtitah
ekatvdc ca tayob saksaditi gaura-harir vidub
(Sri Ananta-sarbitd)

Srimati Radhika-devi is ‘Gaur?, and Krsna is famous by the name
of ‘Hari’; hence, their combined form is called Gaurahari.

(91)

navadvipe ca sab krspab ddaya brdaye svayam

gajendra-gamanari radham sada ramayate muda
(92)

navadvipe tu tab sakbyo bhakti-riipa-dbarab priye

ekangar $ri gaura-harim sevante satatarn muda
(93)

yab eva radhika-krsnab sa eva gaura-vigrabab

yac ca vrndavanam devi navadvipaii ca tat Subbam
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(94)
vrndavane navadvipe bheda-bbuddhis ca yo narab
tam eva radhika-krsne $ri gaurange paratmani

(95)
mac chitla-pata-birbbinna-debah so'pi naradhamah
pacyate narake ghore yavad-abuta-samplavam
(Sri Ananta-sambita)
In Navadvipa too, the same Lord Sri Krsna experiences eternal
bliss by holding Srimati Radhika, whose gait resembles that of the
king of elephants, tightly to His chest. O Siva! Lalita and other sakbis,
who serve Radhi and Krsna in Vrndavana, take the form of devotees
in Navadvipa and joyfully worship Sri Gaurasandara, the combined
form of Radha and Krsna. O Devi! Radha and Krsna conjointly have
assumed the form of Gaura, so you should know that Vrndavana is
non-different from that new Vrndavana, Navadvipa. The wretched
person, who sees difference between Vrndavana and Navadvipa or
between the divine couple and Lord Gauranga, will be pierced by my
trident and will suffer in hell until the annihilation of the universe.

(96)
iti matva krpa-sindbur ariSena krpaya barib
prasanno bhakta-riipena kalav avatarisyati
(97)
gaurango nada-gambhirab sva-namamrta-lalasah
dayalub kirtana-grabi bbavisyati Saci-sutab
(98)
matva tan-mayam atmanar pathan dvy-aksaram uccakaib
gata-trapo madonmatta-gajavad vibarisyati

(99)
bbuvar prapte tu govinde caitanyikbya bbavisyati
awmsena tatra ydsyanti tatra tat-pirva-parsadab
prthak prthak namadeyab prayab purusa-mirtayab
(Sri Krsna-yamala)
Lord Hari, who is the ocean of mercy, will take into consideration

both the pleas of the demigods and Srimati Radhika’s desire to become
one with Him, and with great pleasure, incarnate in Kali-yuga with
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His eternal associates, in the form of a devotee. At that time, His
body will be golden and His voice very deep. At every moment, the
merciful Lord Hari will be eager to drink the nectar of His own
name. Consequently, He will manifest Himself as the son of Saci-devi,
and will always perform kirtana along with His devotees. Given that
there is no difference between the holy name and its owner, He will
feel oneness with His name and sing loudly the two syllables ha and
ri, without being ashamed, calling out “Hari-bol! Hari-boll” Whilst
wandering with His devotees, He will resemble a maddened elephant.
When the Supreme Lord St1 Govinda appears on the earth, He will be
known famously as Sri Caitanya-deva. The eternal associates of other
incarnations will also descend to appear as associates of Sri Caitanya-
deva. Their names will differ from their previous ones. Almost all of
these associates will take male forms.

(100)
krsna-caitanya-namna ye kirtayanti sakyn narab
nandparadba-mukzas te punanti sakalar jagat
karisyati kaleb sandhyayarn bbagavan bhiita-bhavanah
dvi-jatinar kule janma $antandarm purusottamah
(Sri Visnu-yamala)

Those who even once chant the name ‘St Krsna Caitanya’ with
love, will automatically become liberated from all types of offences and
purify the universe as well.

In the age of Kali, the Supreme Lord Sri Krsna, who acts for the
auspiciousness of all living entities, will take birth in the dynasty of a
peaceful brabmana.

(101)
anydavatdrah babavab sarve sadbaranab matab
kalau krsnavataras tu gidhab sannydsa-vesa-dhrk
(Jaimini Bbarata)
Many incarnations of the Lord are described openly in the scriptures,

but the incarnation of Lord Krsna in Kali-yuga, who is adorned with
the garments of a sannydsi, is described in a concealed way.

(102)

krsna-caitanyeti nama mukhyat mukhbyataman prabbob
helaya sakrd uccarya sarva-nama-phalari labbet

(Sri Brabma-rabasya)
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Sri Krsna Caitanya is the most important name of the Lord. If a
person were to pronounce this name, even contemptuously, he would
obtain the result of having chanted every other holy name of the Lord.

That Sri Krsna is the Supreme Personality of Godhead, the root of
all other incarnations, is the conclusion here, based upon the logic of
comparison. The verse, ete carnsa-kalah purisab krsnas tu bbagavan svayam,
verifies this conclusion.

rama rameti rame rame mano-rame

sabasra-namabhis tulyam rama-nama varinane
sabasra-namnar punyavandnm trir dvrtyd tu yat phalar
ekavrtya tu krsnasya namaikam tat prayacchati

(Sri Brabmanda Purana)

O beautiful one, chanting a thousand names of Lord Visnu, counts
as one utterance of the name ‘Rama, and chanting the name ‘Rama’
thrice, gives the result of once uttering the name Krsna’.

According to these scriptural verses, the holy name of Krsna is supremely
powerful, even comparatively in relation to other names of the Lord. Sri
Krsna appeared as Sri Krsna Caitanya; therefore, the speciality of being
supremely powerful must also be present in the name Sri Krsna Caitanya.

(103)
kalep prathama-sandhyayam gaurargo’sau mabi-tale
bhagirathi-tate ramye bbavisyati sanatanah
(Yoga-vasistha)
In the first period of Kali-yuga, Lord Hari will appear in a golden
form, on the beautiful bank of the Bhagirathi Ganges on the earth
planet. He will be called Gauranga.

Alternatively, the verse could be interpreted as a prediction of St
Sanatana Gosvami’s descent because according to Sanskrit grammar,
when the word sandtanab is broken down into sandatana plus the ending
ab, it means, ‘He, whose form is eternal — sanatana yasyasti vigrahal'.

(104)
apy aganya-mahba-punyam ananya-Saranam harep
anupdsita-caitanyam adbanyarin manyate matip

(571 Caitanya-candramrta)
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Someone might be unlimitedl}j pious and fully surrendered to Sti
Hari, but if he does not worship Sr1 Caitanyacandra, or practice that
philosophy of bbakti — characterized by prema — which He delineated,

I consider him unfortunate.

Herein, the pinnacle of Prabodhananda Sarasvatis firm faith
exemplified.

(105)
suvarna-varno hemango varangas candanargadi
sannydsa-krc-chramah Santo nistha Santib parayanam
(Sr1 Mahabharata, Anusasana-parva, Dana-dbarma-parva,
Sri Visnu-sabasra-nama stotra 148)

The Supreme Lord will appear with a golden complexion. His body
will be smeared with sandalwood pulp. He will accept the sannyasa
order, and be equipoised and peaceful. He will be absorbed completely
in devotion.

(106)
svarna-di-tira-bbityau ca navadvipe janalaye
tatra dvija-svariipena janisyami dvijilaye

(Sri Devi Purana)

The Supreme Lord said: “T will manifest Myself as a brabmana in
a brabmana’s house, on the bank of the celestial river Ganges, in the
populous town of Navadvipa.”

(107)
Srnu ydr vangi subbage yat sampantam gopitarm vacah
cka eva bi gaurargab kalau parna-phala-pradap
yau vai kysnap sa gaurangas tamo-bbedo na vidyate
Siksarthar sadbakanaii ca svayam sadhaka-ripa-dhbrk
Siksa-gurub Saci-putrab piarna-brabma na samsayah
(Sri Kana-sarbita)

Lord Siva said to Parvati: “O lady with beautiful limbs! O
auspicious one! Listen to my answer in response to your confidential
inquiry! Only the worship of SrT Gauranga Mahaprabhu will yield full

results in the age of Kali. Krsna is Gauranga. There is no difference
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between Them. The Supreme Lord will assume the form of a sadhaka
to instruct devotees in the method of worship (bhajana), as a siksa-guru.
Of this there is no doubt.”

(108)
vaivasvatantare brabman garga-tire supunya-de
bari-nama tada datva candalan haddikawms tatha
brabmanan ksatriyan vaisyan Sataso’tha sabasrasah
uddharisyamy abar tatra tapta-svarna-kalevarah
(Sri Urddbvamnaya-sambita)
Lord Krsna, the source of all incarnations (Svayam Bhagavan) said:
“O Brahmana! In the vaivasvata manvantara, I will appear on the holy
bank of the Ganges in a beautiful form with a complexion resembling
molten gold. Distributing the holy name, I will save innumerable

brabmanas, ksatriyas, vaisyas, candalas and persons of other low castes.
In the village of Kaficana (Katwa), I will accept sannydsa.”

(109)
yab adi-devo’kbila loka-natho
yasmad idarm sarvam abbit paratma
layarin punar yasyati yatra cante tarn
krsna-caitanyari avebi kante
(Sri Ananta-sambita, Amsa 2, Chapter 2)
Lord Siva said: “O Durga! Sri Krsna Caitanya is the Supersoul, the
Original Supreme Person and the master of all universes, who creates
and destroys everything.”

(110)
svarna-gaurab sudirghangas tri-srota-tira-sambhavab
dayalub kirtana-grabi bhavisyami kalau yuge
(Sri Saura Purina)
The Lord said: “In /Kali-yuga, I will appear on the bank of the
Ganges in the form of SrT Gauranga, with beautiful lon/g arms, and I
will mercifully make everyone chant the holy names of Sri Hari.”
(111)

ksaraksarabhyar paramah ya eva purusottamah
caitanyakhbya param tattvam sarva-karana-karanam

(Sri Caitanya-upanisad of the Sr1 Atharva-veda)
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He, who is beyond both matter (ksara) and the individualized spirit
soul (aksara) is called Purusottama, the most Ancient Person. Sri
Caitanya-deva is that same Absolute Truth, the transcendental cause
of all causes.

(112)

kalan nastarm bbakti-yogam nijam yab praduskarturin krsna-caitanya-nama
avirbbutasya padaravinde gadbarin gadbam liyatam citta-bbriigab

(Sri Caitanya-caritamrta 2.6.255,
Sri Caitanya-candrodaya 6.45)

Perceiving that the practice of bbaksi towards Himself had almost
been lost due to the influence of time, the Supreme Person, Sri Krsna
Caitanya, manifested Himself to preach it again within the material
world. I pray for the bumble-bee of my mind to cling to His lotus feet.

(113)
radba-krsna-pranaya-vikrtir bladini-Saktir asmad
ekatmanav api bhuvi pura deba-bhedarm gatau tau
caitanydkhyam parkatam adbund tad dvayam caikyam dptam
radha-bbava-dyuti-suvalitarn naumi krsna-svaripam
(Sri Caitanya-caritamyta, Adi-lila 1.5)
Srimati Radhika is Krsna's hladini-sakti (pleasure-giving potency)
and the embodiment of the transformation of His pranaya (intimate
love). Since They are actually ekatma-svaripa (of one soul), She is
intrinsically non-different from Krsna and shares one identity with
Him. However, to enjoy the transcendental pleasure of Their loving
pastimes, Radha and Krsna have, in these two, apparently separate
forms, manifested Themselves eternally. Now these two transcendental
identities of sevya and sevaka (the served and the servant), or of visaya-
tattva and dsraya-tattva, have manifested in one svariipa as Sri Krsna
Caitanya. I bow down repeatedly to Sacinandana, who is the svaripa
of Krsna and is adorned with the emotions (bhdva) and complexion of
Srimati Radhika.
(114)
aparari kasyapi pranaya-jana-vrndasya kutuki
rasa-stomarin brtva madburam upabboktum kam api yab
rucim svam dvavre dyutim iba tadiyam parkatayan
sa devas caitanydkrtir atitardm nab krpayatu

(Sri Stava-mala)
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Lord Krsna, who performs blissful pastimes, revels in His dear
associates’ oceanic love. He concealed His own complexion and adopted
the complexion of Sri Radha, appearing in the form of S Caitanya, to
relish the infinite sweetness of the conjugal mellow (madbura-risa). 1
offer my obeisances to Sti Gaurasundara, who is Krsna covered by the
mood and complexion of Srimati Radhika.

(115)
sva-dayita-nija-bhavam yo vibbavya svabbavat
sumadburam avatirno bbakti-ripena lobbat
Jayati kanaka-dbama krsna-caitanya-nama
harir iha yati-vesah $ri Saci-sunur esap

(Sri Brhad-bhagavatamrta 1.1.3)

Comparing His love for the devotees with theirs for Him, Svayam
Bhagavan St Krsna concluded that His devotees’ love is full of a
special sweetness. Desiring to experience the prema of His devotees,
He appeared in the all-auspicious, golden form of a sannyasi devotee,
famous by the name of Sri Krsna Caitanya Mahaprabhu. May that son
of Saci-devi, Gaurahari, ever be victorious!

(116)
antap krsnam babir gaurar daritangadi-vaibbavam
kalau sankirtanadbaib smab krsna-caitanyam asritah
(Sri Bhagavat-sandarbha)

In the age of Kali, we take shelter of Sri Krsna Caitanya by the
process of congregational chanting of the holy name. He is black inside
(being St1 Krsna Himself), though golden outside, and He manifests
His splendour and His eternal associates.

(117)
antah krsno babir gaurab sangopangastra-parsadab
Saci-garbbe samapnuyam maya-manusa-karma-krt

(Sri Skanda Purana)

May I attain the Lord who is black inside and golden outside; who
appears with His associates (arigas), servitors (uparigas), weapons (astra)
and confidential companions (parsadas); and who takes birth from the
womb of Saci-devi, behaving like an ordinary human being,.

53



Sri Caitanya Mabaprabbu Is Svayam Bhagavan

(118)
radbanga-Sasvad-upagubanatas tad apta
dbarma-dvayena tanu-citta-dbrtena devab
gauro daya-nidhir abbid ayi nanda-sino
tan me manoratha-latam sapbali-kuru tvam
(Sri Sarkalpa-kalpa-drumab 95)
O Nanda-nandana! Being perpetually controlled by the sweetness
of Srimati Radhika’s embrace, You have adopted both Her mood and
complexion and become Sri Gaurahari, the ocean of compassion.
By taking on Her complexion, You become Gaura (golden), and by

receiving Her mood, You become merciful. Therefore, please permit
the creeper of my cherished desire to reach fruition.

(119)
pita-mata-guru-gana dge avatari
radhikara bbava-kanti angikara kari
navadvipe Saci-garbba-Suddba-dugdha-sindhu
tahate parkata haila krsna piurna indu
(Sri Caitanya-caritamrta, Adi-lila 4.271-272)
Elders such as His mother and father had already appeared prior
to Him; hence, Sri Krsna, taking the mood and complex1on of Srimati

Radhika, appeared in Navadvipa from the womb of Mother Saci, as the
full moon appears from the ocean of milk.

(120)
radbikara bbava-kanti-argikara bine
sei tina sukba kabbu nabe dasvadane
radha-bbava angikari dhari tara varna
tina sukba dsvadite haba avatirna
(Sri Caitanya-caritamyta, Adi-lila 4.267-268)

Unless I accept the mood and complexion of Stimati Radhika, I
cannot contentedly fulfill My three desires. Therefore, I shall descend
to fulfill these three desires, assuming Her sentiments and bodily
luster.

(121)

yuga-dharma pravarttamu nama-sankirtana
cari bhava-bbakti diya nacamu bhuvana
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yuga-dharma-pravartana baya amsa baite
ama bine anye ndre vraja-prema dite

tabate apana bbakti-gana kari sange
prthivite avatari karimu nana rarge

eta bhavi kali-kale prathama sandhyaya
avatirna hailda krsna apani nadiyaya

(Sri Caitanya-caritamrta, Adi-lila 3.19, 26, 28, 29)

I will spread the religion of the age, which is the congregational
chanting of the holy names. Distributing the four devotional
sentiments of ddsya, sakbya, vatsalya and madburya-rasa, 1 will cause
the universe to dance in ecstacy.

The spreading of the yuga-dharma could also be undertaken by one
of My plenary expansions, but only I can bestow prema in the mood of
the residents of Vraja.

Thus, I shall appear on the earth planet with My eternal associates
and perform varieties of astonishing pastimes.

Thinking in this way, Vrajendra-nandana gyﬁmasundara Sri Krsna
descended in the first portion of the age of Kali in the district of
Nadia.

(122)
dairghya-vistare yei dpanara hata
cari hasta haya ‘maba-purusa’ vikhyata

‘nyagrodha-parimandala’ baya tarira nama
nyagrodha-parimandala-tanu caitanya guna-dhama

(Sri Caitanya-caritamrta, Adi-lila 3.42—43)

One whose height measures four times the length of his own
forearm is celebrated as a great personality or maba-purusa [it would
be three and a half times in the case of an ordinary person].

Such a person would be called nyagrodba-parimandala. Sri Caitanya
Mahaprabhu presents symptoms like this one.

(123)
ei krsna-mahapremera sattvika vikara
‘suddipta sattvika’ ei nama ye ‘pralaya’
nitya-siddha bbakte se ‘suddipta bbava’ baya
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‘adbiradha bhava’ yanra, tanra e vikara
manusyera debe dekbi,~-bada camatkara

(Sri Caitanya-caritamrta, Madbya-lila 6.11-13)

When at the sight of Lord Jagannatha in the temple, Sri Caitanya
Mahaprabhu fell unconscious, He exhibited transcendental ecstacy in
various ways. Noticing these, Sarvabhauma Bhattacirya thought to
himself, “Here is a transformation of transcendental ecstacy brought
on by an experience of the highest summit of prema for Krsna.»

As he witnessed all eight ecstatic transformations being presented
at one time in a fully blazing condition, he could appreciate that
such symptoms rarely occur even in the bodies of eternally liberated
devotees. “At most an experience of the stage of pranaya might be
reached by eternally liberated souls; yet this man exhibits the ecstatic
symptoms of an experience at the stage of adhiridbha-maba-bhdva,
which is awakened only in the vraja-gopis. Who is this person?”

(124)
‘nanda-suta’ bali’ yanre bhagavate gai
sei krsna avatirna caitanya-gosani
(Sri Caitanya-caritamyta, Adi-lila 2.9)
In the Srimad-Bbagavatam, the son of Nanda Maharaja is described

as Bhagavan, and that same Sri Krsna has descended to the earth as
Lord Caitanya.

(r25)
caitanya-gosaiiira ei tattva-niriupana
svayam-bhagavan krsna vrajendra-nandana

(Sr1 Caitanya-caritamrta, Adi-lila 2.125)

The resultant, philisophical conclusion is that Lord Caitanya is the
Supreme Personality of Godhead, Krsna — the son of the King of Vraja.

(126)
Sri-caitanya—sei krsna, nityananda—rama
nityananda pirna kare caitanyera kama

(Sri Caitanya-caritamrta, Adi-lila 2.125)

Sri Caitanya is Sri Krsna, and Lord Nityananda is Lord Balarama.

That Lord Nityananda fulfills all of Lord Caitanya’s desires.
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(127)
sei krsna avatirna—caitanya-isvara
ataeva dra saba, tanbhara kinkara

(Sri Caitanya-caritamrta, Adi-lila 6.8s)

That Lord Krsna has descended as Lord Caitanya, the Supreme
Person. Therefore, everyone is subservient to Him.

(128)

pabhile dekhilui tomara sannyasi-svaripa
ebe toma dekhi muiii {yama-gopa-riipa

tomara sammukbe dekhi kaficana-paficalika
tanra gaura-kantye tomdra sarva anga dhaka

tabate prakata dekhon sa-vamsi vadana
nand bhave caficala tahe kamala-nayana

tabe hasi’ tanre prabbu dekhdila svaripa
‘rasa-raja’ ‘mababbiava’—dui eka rapa

(Sri Caitanya-caritamrta, Madhya-lila 8.268—270, 282)

Ramananda Raya said to St Caitanya Mahaprabhu, “At first
I saw You as a sannydsi and then in the form of a cowherd boy, as
gyﬁmasundara. Yet Your appearance to me now is like that of a golden
doll, Your entire body enveloped by a golden luster. I see that You are
holding a flute to Your mouth, and that Your lotus eyes are very restlessly
moving about due to various emotions.” Then smilingly, St Caitanya
Mahaprabhu revealed His real form to Ramananda Raya, the combined
form of rasa-rija Sti Krsna and mahbabhdava-svaripini Sti Radha.

(129)

Jjaya nava-dvipa-nava-pradipa prabhava pasanda-gajaika-sirnha
sva-namd-sankhya-japa-sitra-dhari caitanya-candra bbagavan murari
(Sri Caitanya-bhagavata, Madhbya-lila 5.1)
All glories to Bhagavan Sri Krsnacandra, who is also known as S
Caitanyacandra! He is the ghee-lamp illuminating the nine islands of
Navadvipa, and like a lion He destroys the elephant-like offenders. Kept
in His hand, He would carry with Him a knotted rope, to repeat His

chanting of “bare krsna” (His own transcendental names) a determined
number of times.

57



Sri Caitanya Mabaprabbu Is Svayam Bhagavan

(130)
navadvipa vrndavana dui eka baya
gaura Syama riipe prabbu sada vilasaya

(Sri Doaita-vilasa, by Sri Narahari dasa)

There is no difference between Navadvipa and Vrndavana. SriKrsna
in a golden form performs pastimes in Navadvipa, and Gaurasundara
in the form of Krsna performs pastimes in Vrndavana.

(131) A soNG BY MIrA BAl

ab to barinama lou lagt
sab jaga ko yeh makhana-cora, nama dharayo vairagi

Now Krsna has given Himself to hari-nama, and that great, expert
butter-thief calls Himself a vairagi, or renunciant. But we know who
you are!

kita chodi veb mobana murali, kita chodi saba gopi
munda mudai dori kati bandbi, mathe mobana topi
Where is Your enchanting flute and where are Your gopis? Now He

walks with a kaupina on his hips and a charming sannydsi turban upon
His shaven head.

mata jasomati makbana karana, bandhe jake panv
Syama kisora bbayo nava goura, ceitanya jako nanv
The same Syama Kisora, who stole butter and whom Ya$omati

bound to the grinding mortar, has come in a new, golden form, bearing
the name Caitanya.

pitambara ko bhava dikbhavei, kati kopina kasei
goura krsna ki ddsi mird rasand krsna basei

His golden garments reveal His innermost moods, while a kaupina
embellishes his waist. Mira is the maidservant of Gaura-Krsna, and
His name dances on her tongue.

(132)

bhava radhika madhburi, asvadana sukba kaj
Jjayati krsna-caitanya jaya, kali prakate brajaraj

All glories to Krsna-Caitanya, who blissfully relishes the sweetness
of Srimati Radhika’s loving sentiments. All glories to Vrajaraja Krsna,
who appears in the age of Kali as Krsna-Caitanya.
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(133) VERSES FROM BHAKTA-MALA By NABHAJT
$ri nityananda krsna-caitanya ki bhakti dass disi vistari
goud des pakbanda meti kiyo bhajana parayan
karund-sindba krtajiia bhaye agatina gati dayan

The immaculate bbakti of Sri Nityananda and Krsna Caitanya
spread in all the ten directions of the world. They set Gauda-desa,
which had been wallowing in sin, on the path of bhajana. They are an
endless ocean of compassion. Without any expectation of gratitude,

They saved the hopeless.

dasadba ras akranta mahat jana carana upase
nama letanibi pap durita tibi narake nase

These two great personalities are constantly overwhelmed by the
ten rasas. One who worships Their lotus feet or utters Their names is
liberated from all sin and never goes to hell.

avatdara vidita piaraba mabi ubbei mabat debi dbari
$ri nityananda krsna-caitanya ki bhakti dass disi vistari

The incarnation of these two great personalities on the Earth was
predicted in ancient times. The immaculate bbakzi of Sri Nityananda
and Krsna Caitanya spread in all the ten directions of the world.

(134)
ha gaurarga daya-nidbe guna-nidbe ha prema-sampan-nidbe
ha saundarya-nidbe ksama-jala-nidhe vatsalya-varan-nidbe
he gambhirya-nidhe sudbairya-jaladbe he bhakta-varicha-nidbe

dinoddhara-paravara bhagavan dine mayi priyatam

(Sri Vanamali Sastri, the translator of the verses in this book from
Sanskrit into Hindi, offers his prayer at the lotus feet of the Supreme
Lord, Sri Gauranga Mahaprabhu, with the hope of receiving His
merciful glance.)

O Gauranga! You are the ocean of compassion and of all virtues.
You are the ocean of the most precious treasure, prema. O ocean of
beauty! O ocean of forgiveness! O endless ocean of affection for the
Jjivas! You are also the ocean of sobriety and patience. You are the ocean
of love, wherein Your devotees’ desires are entirely fulfilled. O savior of
the deprived! O Supreme Lord! Wretched as I am, be pleased with me.
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Epilogue

A verse by a contemporary and close associate of Stimin Mahaprabhu,
Sri Narahari Sarakara Thakura, concludes this book:

(135)
krsno devab kali-yuga-bbavar lokam alokya sarvarm
papasaktarin samajani krpasindbu-caitanya-miirtib
tasmin yesarn na bbavati sada krsna-bbuddbir naranar

dhik tan dhik tan dhig iti dhig iti vyabaret ki mrdangab

Vrajendra-nandana Sri Krsna saw that the conditioned souls were
wallowing in sin. To save them, He took on the complexion and mood
of Srimati Radhika and manifested Himselfas the ocean of compassion,
Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu. The loud playing of the mrdasiga appears to
be putting to shame those wretches who fail to accept Him as Sri
Krsna, “Dhik tan, dbik tan! Fie on them, fie on them!”
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