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DEDICATION

O most worshipful guru-padapadma

ASTOTTARA-SATA-SRI

SRTMAD BHAKTI PRAJNANA KESAVA GOSVAMT MAHARAJA

who are most dear to Mukunda, I pray that this book,
offered unto your lotus hands, will inspire sincere devotees
who have taken shelter of the holy name
to humbly lead honest, spiritual lives of service
like that of Namacarya Srila Haridasa Thakura.

Desiring the service
of Sri Hari, Guru, and Vaisnava

Sri Bhaktivedanta Narayana
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At night, after dressing herself most charmingly, the prostitute went with
great delight to the cottage of Srila Haridasa Thakura. There, he was loudly
chanting the holy names in great ecstasy. (Chapter 3, page 14)

By Syamarani dasi © BBT International. Used with permission. All rights reserved.



Sriman Mahaprabhu took Srila Haridasa Thakura to a flower garden and
gave him a solitary place to stay. Sriman Mahaprabhu said, “Haridasa,
stay here and perform nama-sankirtana. 1 will come here every day to
meet with you. From here, look at the cakra atop Sri Jagannatha’s temple
and offer obeisance. I will arrange for prasada to be sent here to you.”
(Chapter 14, page 130)

By Vasudeva dasa. Used with permission.



Sriman Mahaprabhu bathed Srila Haridasa Thakura’s body in the sea and
declared, “Today, this ocean has become a great place of pilgrimage (maha-
tirtha).” (Chapter 18, page 164)



INTRODUCTION

TO THE FIRST HINDI EDITION

’I‘oday, it brings me unlimited joy that by the inspiration
and causeless compassion of my most worshipful master,
nitya-lila-pravista o visnupada astottara-sata-sri Srimad Bhakti
Prajnana Kesava Gosvami Maharaja, we are presenting to
the faithful readers an account of the life and teachings of
namacarya Srila Haridasa Thakura in Hindi, India’s national
language. We are doing this solely for the pleasure of $ri
gurupada-padma. Srila Haridasa Thakura is one of the dear
associates of St Krsna Caitanya Mahaprabhu, who is endowed
with the most radiant and elevated mellow of amorous love that
was never previously given, who is the original inaugurator of
the congregational chanting of Sri Krsna’s holy name, and who
shines brilliantly with the mood and luster of Sr1 Radha.

THE PURPOSE OF PUBLISHING THIS BOOK

The moods of Vraja cannot be attained through regulative
devotion (vidhi-bhakti). Moreover, as long as a person has even
the slightest desire to please his senses, he remains unqualified
for the path of spontaneous attraction (raga-marga). What,
then, is the duty of a spititual practitioner (sadhaka) who may
have developed a greed to obtain the moods of Vraja due to the
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good fortune resulting from associating with pure devotees,
but is unable to cultivate spontaneous devotion, being gripped
by vice? In order to attain qualification for raga-marga, he
should carefully cultivate the foremost means. This foremost
means is the chanting of the holy names of the Lord, $ri nama-
sankirtana, the supreme limb of devotion, as exemplified by
namacarya Haridasa Thakura, who is the embodiment of
following the teaching of Sriman Mahaprabhu:

trnad api sunicena
taror api sahisnuna
amanind manadena
kirtaniyah sada harih
St Siksastakam (3)

Only he who feels lower than a blade of grass, who is more
tolerant than a tree, and who expects no honor for himself
but is able to give due respect to others is qualified to
perpetually chant the holy names of Sri Hari.

There is, however, one thing we must always remember: it
is impossible to carefully cultivate $ri nama-sankirtana without
the guidance of pure devotees. Sri Nama Prabhu personally
grants the qualification to perform raga-bhajana (spontaneous
devotion) to those who, under the guidance of pure devotees,
chant the holy names without offence.

Sri Gaurasundara is supremely compassionate, and, He
bestows the wealth of devotion to Himself, in the form of
vraja-prema. His devotees are dearer to Him than His very
life. Our sole duty is to attentively and continuously study
the supremely sweet life and conduct of devotees who are
enriched with the highest limit of loving service. Without
thoroughly studying the lives of such devotees of the Supreme
Lord (bhagavad-bhaktas), we can never understand service to
the Supreme Lord (bhagavad-bhajana).
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As a result of studying the lives of devotees, sincere affection
is aroused for them. By this, we shall become recipients of
the affection of the Supreme Lord, Sri Bhagavan, who is
affectionate to His devotees (bhakta-vatsala). For this reason,
the scriptures state that the mercy of the Lord follows the
mercy of His devotee. Bhagavan has personally said that
service to His devotees is greater than service to Himself. He
pays no notice to the honor or ostentatious worship of Him —
Sri Govinda — shown by those who neglect the worship of His
devotees. Rather, He fully rejects the worship of such persons,
considering it to be full of pride. It is impossible to worship
Bhagavan in any way without the guidance of the devotees. The
scriptures therefore state that one must firstly worship the lotus
feet of guru, who is most dear to Sri Mukunda. On the pretext
of instructing His dear devotee Uddhava, Bhagavan Sri Krsna
said, “O Uddhava, know the acarya to be My very self. Never
disobey or disrespect him, considering him to be an ordinary
mortal, for $17 gurudeva is the embodiment of all demigods.”

Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu and Srila Sanatana Gosvami
personally declared Srila Haridasa Thakura to be the authority
on the holy name, and they instructed the inhabitants of
this world to follow in his footsteps. Repeatedly discussing
namdcarya Srila Haridasa Thakura’s wholehearted, non-
duplicitous service to $ri nama melts our heart, which is as
hard as thunderbolts, and awakens in it true repentance for
our undevout, meaningless toil. At such a time, we will become
anxious to receive the mercy of pure devotees.

The devotees of the Lord are pained to see the suffering
of others (para-duhkha-duhkhi), they are endowed with an
astonishing quality to forgive, and their character, being devoid
of malevolence, hatred, envy, and so on, is supremely pure. As a
result of studying and relishing the supremely munificent and
ambrosial conduct of Sri Gaurahari’s devotees, whose heart
is one with His, we too can imbibe their ideal character and
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become free of such faults as narrow-mindedness, malevolence,
hatred, and envy. In this way, we can gain entrance into the
realm of pure devotion for the Lord.

bhaktakhyana sunile krsnete bhakti haya
Sr1 Caitanya-bhagavata (Madhya-khanda 10.104)

Hearing the life account of devotees arouses devotion for
Bhagavan Sri Krsna.

ABOUT THIS BOOK

We can understand from Srila Krsnadasa Kaviraja Gosvamt’s
description of Srila Haridasa Thakura in Sri Caitanya-caritamrta
(Antya-lila 3.91, 157) that Srila Haridasa Thakura abandoned
his home (in Badhana) and went to Benapola. From Benapola,
he went to Candapura, which is near Saptagrama, and from
Candapura he went to Santipura.

Srila Vrndavana dasa Thakura’s Sri Caitanya-bhagavata,
however, makes no mention of Srila Haridasa Thakura’s going
to Benapola and Candapura. He wrote that Srila Haridasa
Thakura left Budhana and stayed in Phuliya, which is situated
on the bank of the Ganga, and Santipura.

Therefore, on the basis of the accounts given in these two
authoritative scriptures, there is no explicit statement on the
sequence of his pastimes. Still, we have made every possible
effort to compile most of the accounts in this book according to
the sequence described in the two aforementioned scriptures
and on the basis of three commentaries: Srila Bhaktivinoda
Thakura’s Amrta-pravaha-bhasya and Srila Bhaktisiddhanta
Sarasvati Prabhupada’s Anubhasya and Gaudiya-bhasya. In parti-
cular, the conceptions of Srila Prabhupada have been included
throughout this entire book, and his name is mentioned often.

I have full faith that the society of devotees, especially the
Gaudiya bhaktas, will receive this book in a most cordial way.
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May the spiritually inclined readers, by their own goodness,
accept the essence of this book and kindly forgive us for any
typographical errors they may notice. We humbly request they
oblige us by correcting such errors. My only prayer is that the
study and recitation of the contents of this book may assist
faithful persons who desire to attain the highest truth on their
journey toward the supreme goal.

Alam-iti-vistarena — Everything that needed to be said has
now been expressed.

Praying for a particle of the mercy
of Sri Guru and the Vaisnavas,

Sri Bhaktivedanta Narayana
Sri Nityananda-trayodast

February 7, 2009
522 Sri Caitanyabda






PROLOGUE

IN EACH YUGA, THERE IS A DIFFERENT PROCESS
TO ATTAIN THE SUPREME LORD

In every yuga, there is a different process to attain Bhagavan.
In Satya-yuga, the prescribed process is meditation, or dhyana;
in Treta-yuga, it is through performing extensive sacrifices, or
yajiias; and in Dvapara-yuga, the means is deity worship, or
arcana. However, for the following reasons, all these processes
are unfruitful in the present age of Kali:

(1) In Satya-yuga, one’s life expectancy was one hundred
thousand years, and people attained perfection by perform-
ing meditation or penances for thousands of years. In
Kali-yuga, however, life expectancy is about one hundred
years and that, too, is accompanied by illness. Therefore,
attaining Bhagavan through meditation is not possible in
this age of Kali.

(2) In Treta-yuga, people achieved perfection by performing
various types of sacrifices, such as asvamedha (horse
sacrifice), agnihoma (fire sacrifice), and gaumedha (cow
sacrifice). In those times, brahmanas (the priestly class)

vii
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possessed high moral conduct and had perfected the
recitation of mantras. The demigods they invited during
the sacrifice would personally appear before them. In this
Kali-yuga, however, such brahmanas do not exist. The
brahmanas of this age have totally deviated from behavior
befitting their order. They are thus brahmanas in name
only, and their performance of sacrifice does not bring
about auspiciousness for anyone.

(3) In Dvapara-yuga, people attained perfection by installing
deities in the grand temples they had built and elaborately
worshiping that deity form of the Lord. In the age of Kali,
however, the mind is so restless that it is impossible to
attain perfection through this means, also.

HOW TO ATTAIN THE SUPREME LORD
IN THE AGE OF KALI

Due to a short life expectancy, an absence of qualified
brahmanas, and restlessness of the mind, living entities of this
age cannot attain perfection by meditation, by sacrifices, or by
elaborate deity worship. Their condition is thus very pitiable.

The Lord’s heart melts out of concern for the living entities’
pitiful condition in Kali-yuga. To bestow His mercy on them,
He personally descended into this world in the form of His
holy name, in which He invested all His potencies. In order
to bestow a special opportunity upon the conditioned souls
of Kali-yuga, who are predominated by meager intelligence,
misfortune, and laziness, the supremely merciful Lord did
not establish any rules or restrictions in the chanting of His
name. It can be chanted at any time, at any place, or in any
circumstance, regardless of whether one is pure or impure.

The scriptures provide evidence of this. A number of
examples are given below.

viii
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SRT KRSNA’S DESCENT IN THE FORM OF
HIS NAME IN KALI-YUGA

kali-kale nama-rape krsna avatara
nama haite haya sarva-jagat-nistara

nama bina kali-kale nahi ara dharma
sarva-mantra-sara nama,—ei sastra-marma

Sri Caitanya-caritamrta (Adi-lila 17.22, 7.74)

In the age of Kali, Sri Krsna has descended in the form of the
holy name. Simply [chanting] the name of Krsna delivers
the entire universe. Other than chanting the holy name,
all religious practices (dharmas) are futile in Kali-yuga.
Chanting the holy name (harinama) is the sole essence of
all mantras. This is the confidential purport of all scriptures.

SRT NAMA-SANKIRTANA DESTROYS
ALL THE SINFUL CONTAMINATION OF KALI

hare krsna hare krsna
krsna krsna hare hare

hare rama hare rama
rama rama hare hare

iti sodasakam namnam
kali-kalmasa-nasanam
natah parataropayah
sarva-vedesu drsyate
Kali-santarna Upanisad (5.6)

The sixteen word maha-mantra, which begins with the words
hare kysna, destroys the sinful contamination of the age of
Kali. After searching through the entirety of the Vedas, one
will not find any better method [to accomplish this].
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THE WORTHLESSNESS OF OTHER PRACTICES
IN KALI-YUGA

harer namaiva namaiva
namaiva mama jivanam
kalau nasty eva nasty eva
nasty eva gatir anyatha
Brhan-naradiya Purdna (38.126)

Meditation (dhyana) is the predominant process for perfec-
tion in Satya-yuga, sacrifice (yajiia) in Treta-yuga, and
deity worship (arcana) in Dvapara-yuga. But in Kali-yuga,
harinama is my only life, harinama is my only life, harinama is
my only life. In Kali-yuga, other than $11 harinama, there is
no other way, there is no other way, there is no other way for the
living entities.

The ineffectiveness of any other practice (sadhana) in Kali-
yuga has been stressed by repeating the statement three times.

THE SIN OF KALI DOES NOT TOUCH ONE
WHO CHANTS THE HOLY NAME

hare kesava govinda
vasudeva jaganmaya
itirayanti ye nityam
na hi tan badhate kalih

Brhan-naradiya Purana

The influence of Kali cannot cause any impediment to those
who constantly chant, “O Hare! O Govinda! O Kesava!
O Vasudeva! O Jaganmaya!”

ALL BHAGAVAN’S ENERGIES ARE INCLUDED
IN THE HOLY NAME

dana-vrata-tapas-tirtha-ksetradinarica ya sthitah
saktayo deva mahatam sarva-papa-harah subhah
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rajasityasvamedhanam jiana-sadhyatma-vastunah
akrsya harina sarvah sthapitah svesu namasu

Skanda Purana

Whatever potency to nullify sins or bestow auspiciousness
found in charity, vows, austerities, pilgrimage, the rdjasiya-
and asvamedha-yajiias, knowledge of transcendental objects,
and so forth, has been invested by Sri Krsna in His holy
names (that is, the primary names).

NAMA-SANKIRTANA CAN BE PERFORMED
UNDER ALL CIRCUMSTANCES

na desa-niyamas tasmin
na kala-niyamas tatha
nocchistadau nisedho ’sti
sri-harer namni lubdhaka

Visnu-dharmottara

O you who are greedy for the holy name, there is no rule
or consideration of time or place in regard to chanting
Bhagavan’s holy name. One can perform harinama-kirtana
in any condition, whether clean or contaminated, such as
one’s mouth being unwashed after eating.

NAMA-SANKIRTANA AWARDS PERFECTION
TO ALL OTHER LIMBS OF BHAJANA

mantratas tantratas chidram
desa-kalarha-vastutah

sarvam karoti nischidram
anusankirtanam tava

Srimad-Bhagavatam (8.23.16)

[Sri Sukracarya said,] There may be discrepancies in
chanting mantras [pronouncing them improperly, etc.]
and tantras [error caused by reversing the sequence], and

Xi
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there may be discrepancies in regard to time, place, person,
and paraphernalia [in activities like giving in charity], but
by simply engaging in ndama-sankirtana, all such activities
become faultless and complete.

KALI-YUGA’S GREATEST QUALITY

kaler-dosa-nidhe rajan
nasti hy eko mahan gunah
kirtanad eva krsnasya
mukta-sangah param vrajet
Srimad-Bhagavatam (12.3.51)

O King, although Kali-yuga is an ocean of all faults, it has
one eminent quality: by performing $ri krsna-kirtana, the
living entity becomes free from the bondage of the deluding
potency (maya) and achieves Sri Krsna, the Supreme
Absolute Truth.

kalim sabhajayanty arya
guna-jiah sara-bhaginah
yatra sankirtanenaiva
sarva-svarthau ‘bhilabhyate
Srimad-Bhagavatam (11.5.36)

In Kali-yuga, simply chanting the names of the Lord
fulfills all desires. Those exalted persons who are capable
of extracting the essence of everything and who know the
great qualities of Kali-yuga call this age “dhanya kali — the
blessed age of Kali.”

THE SUPREMACY OF HARINAMA IN KALI-YUGA

dhyayan krte yajan yajiais
tretayam dvapare ‘rcayan

xii
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yad apnoti tad apnoti
kalau sankirtya kesavam

Padma Purana (Uttara-khanda 72.25)

Whatever is achieved in Satya-yuga by meditation, in
Treta-yuga by the performance of yajiia, and in Dvapara-
yuga by [deity] worship is obtained in Kali-yuga simply by
harinama-kirtana.

krte yad dhyayato visnum
tretayam yajato makhaih
dvapare paricaryayam
kalau tad dhari-kirtanat
Srimad-Bhagavatam (12.3.52)

Whatever was obtained in Satya-yuga by meditating on Visnu,
in Treta-yuga by performing sacrifices, and in Dvapara-yuga
by elaborate deity worship can be obtained in Kali-yuga
simply by performing hari-kirtana.

THE LIVING ENTITIES OF KALI-YUGA DISRESPECT
THE ALL-AUSPICIOUS SRT HARINAMA

yan-namadheyam mriyamana aturah
patan skhalan va vivaso grnan puman
vimukta-karmargala uttamam gatim
prapnoti yaksyanti na tam kalau janah
Srimad-Bhagavatam (12.3.44)

If a man chants any name of Bhagavan in a distressful
condition at the time of death, or in a helpless condition
while falling or slipping, all bondage resulting from his
previous action is destroyed and he attains the highest
destination. But alas, the living entities of Kali-yuga turn
away from the worship of such a merciful Lord.

Xiii
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Therefore, it can be concluded that the liberated souls, who
are knowers of past, present, and future and who are free from
such faults as illusion (bhrama), error (pramada), cheating
(vipralipsa), and imperfection of the senses (karanapatava),
have mentioned the process of §ri harinama-sankirtana as
the only way for the conditioned souls of Kali-yuga to gain
deliverance.

INSTRUCTIONS TO THE JTVAS BY
LORD SRT KRSNA CAITANYA AND HIS ASSOCIATES

Although $r1 harinama-sankirtana is extensively glorified
throughout the scriptures, the unfortunate living entities
of Kali-yuga are incapable of accepting this instruction and
implementing it in their lives. Therefore, the most merciful
Supreme Lord personally descended as Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu
and instructed the living beings by performing nama-sankirtana,
which purifies the age of Kali. Time and again, the Supreme
Lord established this through His instructions.

nama bina kali-kale nahi ara dharma
sarva-mantra-sara nama,—ei sastra-marma

Sri Caitanya-caritamrta (Adi-lila 7.74)

For the living entities of Kali-yuga, there is no other dharma
(religious duty) but to chant the holy name. All scriptures
proclaim that the name of the Lord is the essence of all mantras.

sadhya-sadhana tattva je kichu sakala
harinama-sankirtane milibe sakala

Sri Caitanya-bhagavata (Adi-khanda 14.143)

All truths regarding the goal of life (sadhya) and the means
for attaining it (sadhana) are achieved by $ri harinama-
sankirtana.

Xiv
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nama-sankirtane haya sarvanartha-nasa
sarva-subhodaya krsna-premera ullasa

sankirtana haite papa-samsdara nasana
citta-suddhi, sarva-bhakti-sadhana-udgama

krsna-premodgama, premamrta-asvadana
krsna-prapti, sevamrta-samudre majjana
Sri Caitanya-caritamrta (Antya-lila 20.11, 13-14)

Performing $§r1 krsna-sankirtana destroys all desires that
impede spiritual purification (anarthas) and purifies the heart.
It annihilates the sins accumulated from innumerable births,
and it annihilates the material existence of repeated birth and
death. It arouses all kinds of auspiciousness and sets in motion
the varieties of sadhana that give rise to prema-bhakti, pure
loving devotion. As a result of all this, krsna-prema, unalloyed
love for Krsna, arises [in the heart] and one begins to taste
the ambrosial nectar of prema. One then attains Sri Krsna and
is ultimately cooled and purified by becoming thoroughly
immersed in the nectarean ocean of devotional service.

Sriman Mahaprabhu not only went Himself from door-
to-door to personally propagate krsna-nama, but He impelled
His associates Sri Nityananda Prabhu and Srila Haridasa
Thakura, His left and right hands, to do the same. Through
His many dear associates, particularly Srila Haridasa Thakura,
Sriman Mahaprabhu established throughout this world the
infinite glories of the holy name. The Supreme Lord knew
that unless the living entities saw the glory or wonder of a
thing with their own eyes, they would not have faith in it. For
this reason, through Srila Haridasa Thakura, He showed the
people of this world the secondary effect of $ri harinama: by
chanting it, one can very easily overcome the most difficult
and fearsome problems, and the primary outcome: one can
become a recipient of the Lord’s special mercy.
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The scriptures glorify $r1 krsna-sankirtana profusely,
and Svayam Bhagavan Sri Krsna appeared as Sri Caitanya
Mahaprabhu in order to distribute it. There is much to be
learned from the life and character of Srila Haridasa Thakura,
who throughout his life — day and night, at every moment — was
immersed in $r1 krsna-sankirtana. By repeatedly studying these
instructive accounts of his life, all living entities can receive
pure krsna-prema as practiced and preached by Sri Caitanya
Mahaprabhu, and thus make their life most auspicious.

=—0—

First of all, T offer repeated obeisances at the lotus feet of my
most worshipful holy master, nitya-lila-pravista om visnupada
Srila Bhakti Prajiana Kesava Gosvami Maharaja; then to
my parama-gurudeva, Sri Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati
Thakura ‘Prabhupada’, the author of the commentaries on
Sri Caitanya-caritamrta and Sri Caitanya-bhagavata, named
Anubhasya and Gaudiya-bhasya, respectively; to my paratpara-
gurudeva, Saccidananda Bhaktivinoda Thakura, the author of
the commentary on Sri Caitanya-caritamrta, named Amrta-
pravaha-bhasya; to Srila Krsnadasa Kaviradja Gosvami, the
author of Sri Caitanya-caritamrta; to the Vyasa of caitanya-lila,
Srila Vrndavana dasa Thakura, who authored Sri Caitanya-
bhagavata; and to Sr1 Caitanya Mahaprabhu, who is decorated
with the sentiment and complexion of Sri Radha. Praying for
their causeless mercy and blessings, this insignificant and
lowly person begins to compile the life history of namacarya
Srila Haridasa Thakura.

All glories, all glories to the most auspicious life history of
Srila Haridasa Thakura!

Svami B. V. Narayana
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CHAPTER ONE

SRTLA HARIDASA THAKURA’S
IDENTITY

7 .

Srila Kavi Karnaptira, the son of Sriman Mahaprabhu’s
associate Sri Sivananda Sena, has mentioned in his Sri

Gaura-ganoddesa-dipika (93):

rcikasya muneh putro namna brahma mahatapah
prahladena samam jato hari-dasakhyako ’pi san

The combined form of that exalted ascetic Brahma — the son
of Rcika Muni — and Sr1 Prahlada is now known as Srila
Haridasa Thakura.

— 00—

murari-gupta-caranais caitanya-caritamrte
ukto muni-sutah pratas tulasi-patram-aharan

adhau tam abhisaptas tam pitra yavantam gatah
sa eva hari-dasah san jatah parama-bhaktiman

Sr1 Gaura-ganoddesa-dipika (94-95)

It is mentioned in Sti Murari Gupta’s Sri Caitanya-caritamrta’
that the son of a sage once picked tulasi leaves in the early
morning, with the intention of serving the Lord, and gave

1 Presently known as Sri Caitanya-carita.
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them to his father [to use in the Lord’s service]|, without
first washing them. Because of this, his father cursed him to
become a yavana (outcaste).

Cursed by his father, that son of the sage has now appeared
[in a yavana family] as Sri Haridasa Thakura, the greatest of
devotees.

=0

Saccidananda Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura has mentioned
in the fifth chapter (verses 125-157) of his Sri Navadvipa-
dhama-mahatmya:

Sri Nityananda Prabhu took Srila Jiva Gosvami on
parikrama (circumambulation) of Sri Navadvipa-dhama.
When they reached Sri Antardvipa, Nityananda Prabhu
pointed toward one particular place and said, “At the end of
Dvapara-yuga, Brahma performed austerities here, desiring
to receive Sri Gauranga Mahaprabhu's mercy.” [Relating
an earlier incident of Lord Brahma, Sri Nityananda Prabhu
continued,] “During Sri Krsna’s pastimes, Brahma tried through
his mystic power to deceive Govinda by stealing the calves
and cowherd boys. Seeing his own mystic power defeated, the
four-headed Brahma became very unhappy due to his offenses.
After speaking many words of glorification, Brahmaji begged
forgiveness at Sti Krsna’s feet, and the Lord of Vrndavana, Sri
Krsna, forgave him.

“Then Lord Brahma thought, ‘For me to think that I am
Brahma, the creator of the universe, is most contemptible.
Due to this faulty mentality, I am deprived of krsna-prema
and of the ability to relish the transcendental loving
relationships (rasas) in the pastimes of Vraja. If I had taken
birth as a cowherd boy, I would have easily obtained service
to Sr1 Krsna, the master of the gopis. Previously, I did not have
the great fortune to relish the rasa of those pastimes, but from
now on, I shall not have any wicked mentality toward Sri
Gauranga Mahaprabhu.’
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“Thinking like this, Brahmaji began to meditate and
perform austerities for a very long time in this very Antardvipa.
After some time, Sri Gauracandra mercifully appeared before
the four-headed Brahma and said, ‘O Brahma, being satisfied
with your austerities, I have come to give you that boon for
which you hanker” When Lord Brahma opened his eyes and
saw Sri Gauranga Mahaprabhu, he became unconscious
and fell to the ground, at which time Mahaprabhu put His
foot on Brahmas head. Having received transcendental
knowledge, Brahma began offering prayers: ‘I am very low
and wretched. Being controlled by pride, I have committed
offenses at Your feet. As a result, I have become absorbed in
mundane enjoyment. All scriptures declare that Paincanana
(Siva), Indra, all other demigods, and I are Your subjugated
servants. We have not received the good fortune of becoming
your pure servants, and therefore Your deluding potency
(maya) has covered us with her net of illusion. The first half
of my life has passed, and now I am most anxious about how
the second half will pass. Because I am indifferent toward You,
my mind is disturbed by many difficulties.””
ei-matra tava pade prarthana amara
prakata-lilaya jena hai parivara

brahma-buddhi dire jaya, hena janma pai
tomara sangete thaki’ tava guna gai
Sri Navadvipa-dhama-mahatmya (5.143-144)

“‘My only prayer at Your feet is that I may join You as
Your associate in Your manifest pastimes.

“‘May I attain such a birth that my conceit of being
Brahma, the creator, will be removed, that I may

LT}

always remain with You, and that I may glorify You.

“Hearing Brahma’s prayers, Sri Gaurahari said, ‘So be it,
and bestowed these boons upon him.”
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je-samaye mama lila prakata haibe
yavanera grhe tumi janama labhibe

apanake hina bali’ haibe geyana
haridasa ha’be tumi sunya abhimana

tina-laksa harinama jivhagre nacibe
niryana-samaye tumi amake dekhibe
Sri Navadvipa-dhama-mahatmya (5.146-148)

“Sriman Mahaprabhu said, ‘During My manifest pastimes,
you will take birth in a yavana’s house. You will always think
yourself lowly and fallen. Your name will be Haridasa, and
you will be free of all pride. Three hundred thousand names
of Hari will daily dance upon your tongue, and you will
have darsana of Me at the time of your leaving this world.
By virtue of this practice, at the end of the second half of your
present birth, you will attain this Sri Navadvipa-dhama and
be immersed in eternal rasa.

“‘O Brahma, listen to these words from My heart. Do not
reveal them here and there in different scriptures. Having
taken the mood of a devotee, I will relish the mellows of
devotional service and manifest the extremely rare and
sublime process of sankirtana. 1 will drown all the devotees
who were present at the time of My other incarnations in
the moods of Vraja. My heart is controlled by Sri Radhika’s
prema, and 1 will appear in this material world having taken
Her sentiments (bhava) and bodily luster. I will thus taste
the happiness that Sri Radha experiences in serving Me.
From today, you will attain the position of My disciple, and
later, as Haridasa, you will serve Me eternally.’

“Saying this, Sriman Mahaprabhu disappeared, and Brahma
fell to the ground unconscious. [Upon regaining conscious-
ness, he restlessly began to call out,] ‘O Gauranga! O friend
of the fallen! O You who are loving toward Your devotees,
when will I attain Your lotus feet?’ ”
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From this account, it is clear that Sriman Mahaprabhu’s
associate namdcarya Srila Haridasa Thakura is none other than
Lord Brahma.

—O0—

In conclusion, the words of Srila Vrndavana dasa Thakura
and Srila Krsnadasa Kaviraja Gosvami are cited:

keha bale,—‘caturmukha jena haridasa’
keha bale,—prahladera jena parakasa’

sarva-mate maha-bhagavata haridasa
caitanya-gosthira sange jahara vilasa
Sr1 Caitanya-bhagavata (Madhya-khanda 10.106-107)

Though some people say that Sti Haridasa is four-headed
Brahma and some say that he is a manifestation of Sri
Prahlada, still everyone accepts that Srila Haridasa Thakura,
who always performs pastimes with the associates of Sriman
Mahaprabhu, is a maha-bhagavata, a most exalted devotee
of the Lord.

satya satya haridasa—jagat-isvara
caitanya-candrera mahda-mukhya anucara
Sri Caitanya-bhagavata (Adi-khanda 16.142)

It is absolutely true that Srila Haridasa Thakura is a great
and prominent follower of Sri Caitanya-candra, the Supreme
Lord of the universe.






CHAPTER 2

THE LIFE HISTORY OF
SRTLA HARIDASA THAKURA

In present-day Bangladesh, in the district of Khulna, there is a
village named Budhana, where Srila Haridasa Thakura made
his appearance in the year 1372 of the Sakabda Era (A.D. 1450).
Sriman Mahaprabhu Himself appeared in the year 1407 of the
Sakabda Era (A.D. 1485). Therefore, Srila Haridasa Thakura was
older than Sriman Mahaprabhu by thirty-five years.

Sriman Mahaprabhu started His sankirtana pastimes as an
adolescent (ten to fifteen years of age), just after performing
the pastime of accepting initiation from Sri I$vara Puripada.
It is therefore estimated that Srila Haridasa Thakura became
an associate of Sriman Mahaprabhu at around the age of fifty.

By the desire of Sriman Mahaprabhu, Srila Haridasa Thakura
appeared long before He did. Even before becoming an associate
of Sriman Mahaprabhu, who manifested in this world to purify
Kali-yuga, Srila Haridasa Thakura performed many pastimes that
illuminated the glories of the holy name (nama). In fact, Sriman
Mahaprabhu established and preached the glories of nama in this
world, through the medium of Srila Haridasa Thakura.

Nowadays, some people claim that Srila Haridasa Thakura
was born in a brahmana family, but raised by a yavana family
after the demise of his parents, and this is why he is called
yavana Haridasa. But this proclamation is completely wrong.

7
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It seems that in order to fulfill a particular selfish interest,
some caste gosvamis has begun professing this. Gradually, many
bewildered people have also started to say the same thing.

THE REASON FOR HIS APPEARANCE
IN A YAVANA FAMILY

Srila Vrndavana dasa Thakura, also known as the Vyasadeva
of caitanya-lila, has mentioned very clearly in his Sri Caitanya-
bhagavata (Adi-khanda 16.237-240):

‘jati, kula, saba—nirarthaka’ bujhaite
janmilena nica-kule prabhura ajnate

‘adhama-kulete jadi visnu-bhakta haya
tathapi se-1 se pujya—sarva-sastre kaya

“uttama-kulete janmi’ sri-krsna na bhaje
kule tara ki karibe, narakete maje”

ei saba veda-vakyer saksi dekhaite
janmilena haridasa adhama-kulete

(The conditioned soul takes birth in higher and lower
species due to worldly pious and impious deeds. Birth in
a lower or higher caste is only an indication of the result of a
soul’s past activities. But, from a transcendental viewpoint,)
caste and lineage have no value at all. It is to establish this
ultimate truth that Srila Haridasa Thakura appeared in a
yavana family by the auspicious desire of the all-auspicious
Supreme Lord.

Although born in a low-class family, a person who
worships Lord Visnu is also worthy of worship. This is the
verdict of all bona fide scriptures.

If, due to past pious activities, a person is born in a high-
class family, but does not worship Sri Krsna, he will surely fall
down to hell. His superior birth cannot protect him.
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To prove all of the above scriptural statements, Srila
Haridasa Thakura appeared in a low-class family.

It would not be irrelevant to mention here that Sri Brahma
had himself prayed to be born in a low-class family when
Sri Gauranga manifested in this world, so that he would not
again become influenced by false ego and thus be deprived of
beholding the pastimes of Sri Gaura.

HIS RENUNCIATION

Although Srila Haridasa Thakura appeared in a yavana
family, he exhibited a deep, spontaneous taste for harinama
right from his childhood. His parents passed away while he
was very young, and he therefore moved to the village of
Benapola in the district of Yasohara, giving up his original
home and village. At that time, he had just passed through
adolescence and was entering into adulthood. In a secluded
place in the forest of Benapola, he made a small hut and began
to perform bhajana there. Every day he would chant three
lakhs' of harinama without fail, and would also offer water
and prayers to tulasi, circumambulate her, and perform various
other services to her.

For the purpose of maintaining his life, Srila Haridasa
Thakura used to beg alms from brahmanas’ homes. Except
for this food, he never even slightly endeavored to collect any
other thing. His time was completely spent in bhajana. Due to
his strong determination in bhajana, his detachment, and his
qualification as a Vaisnava, everyone developed immense faith
in him and had a mood of service toward him.

1 One lakh equals one hundred thousand.






CHAPTER 3

DELIVERING THE PROSTITUTE

7 -
rila Krsnadasa Kaviraja Gosvami mentions in his Sri
Caitanya-caritamrta (Antya-lila 3.95-98):

haridasera guna-gana—asankhya, apara
keha kona amse varni’ nahi paya para

caitanya-mangale $11 vindavana dasa
haridasera guna kichu kariydachen prakasa

sab kaha na jaya haridasera caritra
keha kichu kahe karite apana pavitra

vrndavana-dasa jaha na kaila varnana
haridasera guna kichu suna, bhakta-gana

The transcendental qualities of Srila Haridasa Thakura are
innumerable and unfathomable, and no one is capable of
describing them completely. Therefore, whoever describes
his qualities in fact describes only a portion of them, because
they have no end.

And in $7i Caitanya-mangala (now known as Sri Caitanya-
bhagavata), Srila Vindavana dasa Thakura has described the
qualities of Srila Haridasa Thakura to some extent.

11
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Though no one can describe all the qualities of Srila
Haridasa Thakura, some have tried to describe a portion of
them, just to purify themselves.

I am describing only those qualities of Srila Haridasa
Thakura that Srila Vrndavana dasa Thakura has not described
in Sri Caitanya-bhagavata. O devotees, please hear them.

THE ENVIOUS RAMACANDRA KHAN

At the time when Srila Haridasa Thakura was residing in
Benapola, the zamindar (landowner) of the village was a person
named Ramacandra Khan. He was inimical toward Vaisnavas,
religious principles, and the Supreme Lord Himself.

He became very envious when he saw the people of
Benapola offering great respect to Srila Haridasa Thakura and
thought, “I am the landlord of this place, but instead of offering
respects to me, people are offering them to this wretched
Muslim dressed as a Vaisnava. If I could somehow or other
disgrace him in front of others, they would start to hate him.”

It is certainly rare to find people who can tolerate the fame
and glorification of those more qualified than themselves. Most
people, upon hearing somebody else being glorified, harbor an
inner desire to bring harm to that person. They then want to
disgrace him publicly by charging him with false allegations.
Instead of appreciating his qualities with broadmindedness,
they only try to find faults and shortcomings in him, while
closing their eyes to his good qualities. They are like vultures,
who use their high perch only to search for filth.

In this very same way, Ramacandra Khan began nurturing
various inimical thoughts toward Srila Haridasa Thakura. These
inimical thoughts entered his mind due to vaisnava-aparadha
(offenses against the Vaisnavas), which gives rise to an envious
attitude toward the devotees.

Ramacandra Khan began to search out faults in Srila
Haridasa Thakura, thinking that only when he could expose

12
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those faults would anyone listen to him. However, he could
by no means find any fault in the character of Srila Haridasa
Thakura, who was a treasure-house of virtuous qualities.
Having thus failed, despite his great endeavor, Ramacandra
Khan summoned prostitutes to put into action a plot that
would bring about Srila Haridasa Thakura’s downfall.

Considering Srila Haridasa Thakura to be a lusty person
like himself, Ramacandra Khan thought, “If the mere tinkling
of the beautiful Menaka’s ankle bells were enough to break
the meditation of Sage Visvamitra after thousands of years,
then what chance does an immature ascetic like Haridasa
have [to save himself from the lures of a young woman]?
These prostitutes will prove to be infallible weapons capable
of disgracing Haridasa. It is seen in this world that people
strive to win over women even at the cost of their wealth
and properties. When wounded by the arrow-like glances
of a woman, they consider the opulence of Indra to be as
insignificant as straw, and yearn for that woman’s association,
to remedy their wounds.”

Considering all this, Ramacandra Khan said to the
prostitutes, “I want all of you to ruin Haridasa’s vows of
renunciation.”

Among those prostitutes was a beautiful young girl named
Laksahira. Intoxicated by the pride of her youth and beauty,
she confidently said, “I will steal the mind of that ascetic
Haridasa within just three days, and make his heart restless. I
will deviate his mind from his bhajana and make him enamored
with me.”

Upon hearing her, Ramacandra Khan said, “I shall send
one of my men with you. He will catch you with Haridasa red-
handed and bring you both to me.”

The prostitute replied, “First, let me unite with him once,
then I shall take your man with me the second time.”

Ramacandra Khan approved this plan.

13
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LAKSAHIRA’S ATTEMPTS TO SEDUCE HIM

At night, after dressing herself most charmingly, the prosti-
tute went with great delight to the cottage of Srila Haridasa
Thakura. There, he was loudly chanting the holy names in
great ecstasy. The prostitute first offered obeisances to the
tulasi plant outside the cottage, and thereafter approached the
doorway and offered obeisances to Srila Haridasa Thakura. She
may have done this because of the cottage’s sanctified nature,
which was due to the chanting of Srila Haridasa Thakura, the
personified deity of congregational chanting. Or she may have
simply been making a show of respecting him. Regardless, the
sinful prostitute unknowingly followed two limbs of bhakti by
paying obeisances to tulasi and to Srila Haridasa Thakura, the
best of Vaisnavas.

After offering obeisances to Srila Haridasa Thakura, the
prostitute stood by the door. Gradually, she removed some of
her clothing to expose parts of her body and then sat down on
the doorstep.

In a sweet voice, she said, “O Thakura, you are so handsome
and have just entered your youth. What woman could control
her mind after seeing you? Seeing your youthful beauty, my
mind is becoming restless. I eagerly desire to unite with you,
and have reached such a state that I will not be able to remain
alive if I do not do so.”

After hearing the prostitute’s words, Srila Haridasa Thakura
replied, “I shall certainly accept you, but I have yet to complete
my fixed number of rounds. I do not do anything until I have
completed my regular amount of chanting. Please sit and listen
to the chanting of the holy name until I am finished. After that,
I will surely fulfill your desire.”

THE TRUTH OF HIS PROMISE

Disregarding the ill desires of the prostitute, Srila Haridasa
Thakura only thought of delivering her. This is befitting a

14
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Vaisnava. By asking her to hear the most auspicious chanting
of the holy name, he advised her to follow one of the primary
limbs of devotion. Srila Haridasa Thakura had firm faith
that if the prostitute would sit and hear him chant the holy
name, then her heart would be cleansed, the lust within her
would completely disappear, and she would become inquisitive
about the conclusive truth in regard to the holy name (nama-
tattva). That is why Srila Haridasa Thakura promised that as
soon he finished his fixed number of rounds, he would surely
accept her. He actually meant that when he knew her to be a
sincere spiritual practitioner, he would accept her and answer
whatever questions or doubts she would put forth.

If Srila Haridasa Thakura was even slightly motivated to
fulfill the desire professed by the prostitute, he would not have
cared to finish his regular chanting, nor would he have cared
for his regulative principles. It would have become impossible
for him to chant the whole night in the presence of that young
and beautiful lady.

Unable to understand the deep meaning behind Srila Haridasa
Thakura’s words, the prostitute took only their external meaning,
and patiently sat down. Srila Haridasa Thakura again began to
chant loudly, and thus the prostitute heard the pure holy names.
The light of morning appeared, but Srila Haridasa Thakura had
still not finished his daily rounds. Seeing that it was morning,
the prostitute stood up and left. She went to Ramacandra Khan
and told him, “Haridasa has promised that today he will associate
with me, and so I will certainly have union with him.”

The prostitute again visited Srila Haridasa Thakura the
following night.

Consoling her, he said, “Yesterday you were forced to
endure much hardship because of me; the whole night you
had to sit silently and stay awake. You couldn’t even sleep, and
beyond this, I was unable to fulfill your desire. For this you
must have suffered greatly. I am the reason for your suffering,
and so I therefore request you to please excuse my offenses.”

15



NAMACARYA HARIDASA THAKURA

Actually, by giving the prostitute a golden chance to hear
the holy name, Srila Haridasa Thakura had brought about her
eternal welfare. Yet, considering the external trouble she had
gone through, Srila Haridasa Thakura requested her not to
take any offense. Through this, he established the ideal that a
Vaisnava, by his conduct, should not give anxiety to any living
entity in any way. He also demonstrated how magnanimous a
person who desires true welfare for others must be.

Srila Haridasa Thakura again reassured the prostitute with
the following words: “I will certainly accept you, and I am
very confident that today I will be able to complete my fixed
number of rounds in proper time. Therefore, please sit here
and listen attentively while I chant the holy name. Your desires
will be fulfilled as soon as I have completed chanting my fixed
number of rounds.”

The prostitute had come to degrade Srila Haridasa
Thakura only on the insistence of Ramacandra Khan. If she
had succeeded in degrading him, she would have received
money and riches from Ramacandra Khan as a reward. She had
thought that these would enable her to fulfill all her desires.

However, Srila Haridasa Thakura assured the prostitute,
“Don’t worry. All your desires will be fulfilled as soon as I
finish my fixed number of rounds. I will give you a touchstone
(cintamani) that will render insignificant the wealth that you
would have earned, with which you were planning to fulfill
your desires. Upon receiving this touchstone, you will never
again have to beg for anything from anyone.”

How glorious is Srila Haridasa Thakura! He put great effort
into delivering that prostitute, who had intended to cause his
downfall. Therefore, it is impossible to imagine what he would
do for a soul who has taken shelter at his lotus feet without
duplicity. It is indeed true that if someone throws pebbles
in a milk pot, only milk drops will splash on that person.
Similarly, because she came near Srila Haridasa Thakura, who
was intoxicated by the elixir of $11 hari-rasa, this very hari-rasa
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sprinkled the prostitute as well. That is why on that day, after
paying her respects to tulasi and sitting near the door, she also
began to chant “Hari, Hari,” from time to time, while listening
to Srila Haridasa Thakura’s chanting.

As a result of hearing Srila Haridasa Thakura’s chanting, the
prostitute herself started to chant. She unintentionally followed
a limb of bhakti — kirtana — and consequently her heart became
pure. The holy name began manifesting on her tongue as a result
of the following behavior: having darsana of a Vaisnava, offering
obeisances to tulasi, offering obeisances to a Vaisnava, hearing
the holy name chanted by a pure Vaisnava, and visiting and
staying for some time in the place where a Vaisnava performs
his bhajana. Another entire night slowly passed. By daybreak,
the prostitute had become somewhat restless.

When Srila Haridasa Thakura saw that her restlessness came
from considering whether or not he was cheating her, he said,
“Please see that I am not cheating you in any way. I have taken a
vow to perform a sacrifice (yajiia) of chanting ten million names
of the Lord in one month, which I am now about to finish.
I assumed that I would be finished by today, and that is why I
continued chanting the whole night. Still, I was unable to finish.
I am quite sure that by tomorrow I will have fulfilled my vow.
After that, I will associate with you without any hindrance.”

HIS USE OF THE WORD ‘ASSOCIATION’ (SANGA)

It is evident that, upon hearing Srila Haridasa Thakura’s
words, the prostitute thought he meant he would meet with
her to enjoy his material senses, but this could never have
been his intention. In the first two instances, Srila Haridasa
Thakura accepted her and spoke about fulfilling her heart’s
desire. However, this time he spoke about sanga, association.
The word sanga is composed of two verbal roots: sam and
gam. Sam means ‘completely’ and gam means ‘obtaining.” Thus
sanga means ‘uniting completely, for eternity.’
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Srila Haridasa Thakura felt, “To have eternal sanga (asso-
ciation) through the body is impossible, for such sanga ceases
when the body expires. However, by making the prostitute
inclined toward bhajana and establishing her as an eternal
servant of the Lord, I will make the relationship between us an
eternal one. I shall then always be close to her heart.”

An objection may be raised in this connection: Why did
Srila Haridasa Thakura not offer this type of association (sanga)
with her the very first day? Why did he say that he would
associate with her the following day? The answer is that the
prostitute’s heart was not yet favorable to this transcendental
type of sanga with Srila Haridasa Thakura. Although by
following the aforementioned limbs of bhajana her sins had
been removed and the desires resulting from previous sinful
activities had been uprooted, the shadow of sinful desires still
remained within her heart. After a tree has been uprooted,
it takes time to completely dry up. Similarly, the prostitute’s
desire to attain material opulence had still not completely
vanished from her heart. Some obstacle still remained which
prevented him from giving her his association.

Therefore, Srila Haridasa Thakura told her, “Tomorrow
I will freely associate with you.”

Hearing Srila Haridasa Thakura’s words, the prostitute
again returned to Ramacandra Khan and told him, “I will
certainly unite with Haridasa today”.

She returned to Srila Haridasa Thakura that night and, as
always, offered her obeisances to tulasi and to Srila Haridasa
Thakura.

When he saw her, he said, “I am about to finish my rounds
and shall certainly fulfill your desire today.”

Hearing the sweet words of Srila Haridasa Thakura, the
prostitute sat down in the doorway of the cottage. The whole
night passed as she listened to nama-sankirtana and chanted
“Hari, Hari.”
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Although this night passed in the same way as the previous
nights, by the proximity and power of Srila Haridasa Thakura’s
association, the prostitute’s heart completely transformed. Her
desire to satisfy her senses completely vanished. She began
feeling ashamed about her conduct. Regretting her misdeeds,
her heart burned in the fire of repentance.

Feeling extremely regretful, she thought, “On the order of
someone who is crooked, lusty, and a seeker of admiration, I
plotted to defame such a saintly personality as Srila Haridasa
Thakura, who is in complete control of his senses, devoted to
chanting the names of the Lord, and sympathetic toward the
distressed. Fie on me! Fie on me!”

Deliberating on all this, her heart trembled.

THE PROSTITUTE PRAYS FOR HIS MERCY

The prostitute fell down crying at the lotus feet of Srila
Haridasa Thakura and said, “I was sent by Ramacandra Khan,
and I came here with the most abominable desire to degrade
you. I have committed a great offense. Being a prostitute, I
have committed many sinful activities. I am very fallen, more
degraded than an animal. Please be merciful and deliver this
fallen soul. This is my only prayer at your lotus feet.”

Hearing the prostitute’s words, Srila Haridasa Thakura
spoke words of disregard about Ramacandra Khan, who was
extremely adverse to the Lord: “I was aware of the conspiracy
of Ramacandra Khan, but I know he is a foolish and ignorant
person. He has no idea what he is doing or what the result
of his actions will be, so I am not at all offended by this deed
of his. It was only to deliver you that I stayed for three days.
Otherwise, I would have left this place for another.”

In order to bring forth the glories of both $ri harinama and
Srila Haridasa Thakura, whose only shelter was $r1 harinama,
the Supreme Lord inspired Srila Haridasa Thakura within the
heart to deliver the prostitute.
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It is clearly evident from the above episode that by the
mercy of great personalities like Srila Haridasa Thakura and
by the effect of $r7 harinama, even the most fallen person can
be delivered from the ocean of material existence and make
his life successful by tasting the sweetness of the holy name.

At that time, the prostitute begged for her deliverance and
said, “O great personality, please instruct me regarding my
duties, so that I may be delivered from the misery of repeated
birth and death.”

Hearing the prostitute’s pleading, Srila Haridasa Thakura
replied, “Donate all your belongings to the brahmanas and
start living in this cottage. While staying here, chant harinama
incessantly and serve tulasi. By doing this, you will soon attain
the lotus feet of Sr1 Krsna, which will automatically liberate
you from material bondage.”

MAHA-MANTRA INITIATION

Saying this, Srila Haridasa Thakura gave the Hare Krsna
mahd-mantra to the prostitute, and then left that place,
chanting “Hari Hari.”

Sri Srimad Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Gosvami Prabhupada
writes in his Anubhasya of Sri Caitanya-caritamrta (Antya-lila
3.178):

Although a guru is entitled to all the belongings of his disciple,
a Vaisnava guru never accepts their stool-like material
possessions. Those who accept their daksina (donations) go
to the abode of Yama, the lord of death, through the daksina-
marga (the southern direction). Vaisnava gurus are not
travelers of daksina-marga. Rather, they traverse the uttara-
marga (the northern direction). Therefore, an arrangement
has been made for giving material opulence to karmi-
brahmanas, or brahmanas who are after the fruitive results of
their actions. Vaisnava gurus do not follow or look to their
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disciples expectantly, nor do they accept their wealth and
opulence. On the contrary, considering material possessions
to be the cause of aversion to Sri Hari, they completely
reject them. The only duties of a genuine Vaisnava guru are
to help his disciples give up their worldly ego and to refrain
from accepting any of his disciples’ material possessions for
himself. This is the teaching of Srila Haridasa Thakura.

Following the orders of her gurudeva, the prostitute then
returned home to distribute to the brahmanas all the wealth
she had laboriously collected. She did so without worrying for
her future. She shaved off her hair, wore a single piece of cloth,
and then began residing in the run-down cottage abandoned by
Srila Haridasa Thakura. She began to feel supreme satisfaction
there, daily chanting three hundred thousand holy names
while crying incessantly. She served tulasi every day without
fail and would eat only if something came of its own accord,
otherwise, she would remain hungry.

Because she chanted the pure name, having followed
namdcarya Srila Haridasa Thakura’s order, the prostitute
completely conquered her senses. In a short time, krsna-prema
appeared in her heart.

prasiddha vaisnavi haila parama-mahanti
bada bada vaisnava tara darsanete janti
Sri Caitanya-caritamrta (Antya-lila 3.142)

She became famous throughout the world as a great Vaisnavi,
and even the most exalted devotees came to see her.

Seeing such a great transformation in the character of a
prostitute, people were astonished and began glorifying Srila
Haridasa Thakura. Although Ramacandra Khan had tried to
discredit and insult Srila Haridasa Thakura, the result was just
the opposite. The truth is that no harm can come to people
who worship Bhagavan without duplicity.
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VAISNAVA-APARADHA

Genuine Vaisnavas never take any offense; they do not even
consider themselves to be Vaisnavas. Even if someone inflicts
harm on them, they consider this to be a reaction resulting from
their own sinful activities and do not hold a grudge. However,
Bhagavan is always affectionate to His devotees (bhakta-
vatsala), and never forgives those who commit offenses at their
lotus feet. He never tolerates offenses toward His devotees,
who are completely faultless and are always trying to deliver
others. Therefore, the inauspiciousness and disaster that befall
one who offends a Vaisnava cannot be compared to any other
calamity. The result of offending a Vaisnava is sometimes
visible immediately, and other times, later.

Because of the offense (aparadha) of Ramacandra Khan’s
hostile behavior toward Srila Haridasa Thakura, that seed of
aparadha grew into a gigantic tree. Although he was a non-
devotee by nature, he turned into a demon by committing
offenses against Srila Haridasa Thakura. A demon’s nature is to
try to create problems for the Supreme Lord and His devotees.

Sri Srimad Bhaktisiddhanta Gosvami Prabhupada mentions
in his commentary of Sri Caitanya-caritamrta (Antya-lila 3.145):

Although Ravana, the son of Visvasrava, was born in a
brahmana family, he became known as a demon due to the
offenses he committed at the lotus feet of Sri Visnu. In a
similar way, Ramacandra Khan, because of his offenses against
a Vaisnava, came to be known as a demon by society. He soon
began to constantly criticize vaisnava-dharma and disrespect
the Vaisnavas. Because of these offenses, which he committed
for a very long time, he had to face terrible consequences.

SRT NITYANANDA PRABHU AND
RAMACANDRA KHAN

Once, while spreading prema-bhakti in Gauda-desa and
destroying atheists, the omnipotent Sri Nityananda Prabhu,
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who is non-different from Baladeva Prabhu, arrived at the
house of Ramacandra Khan. He sat on the durga-mandapa, a
place for worshiping the goddess Durga. With Him were many
Vaisnavas, and so the courtyard in front of the durga-mandapa
became completely full.

When, from within his house, Ramacandra Khan saw that
Sri Nityananda Prabhu had arrived with many followers, he
instructed his servant to go to Him.

The servant came to Sri Nityananda Prabhu and spoke
as follows: “O great soul, I have been sent by Ramacandra
Khan. He says that this house belongs to a landlord, not just
an ordinary householder. You won't find a place to stay here.
Come with me, and I will arrange for Your accommodation
in the home of a householder. Also, the size of this place in
insufficient for the many people who have come with You.
That is why a big cowshed would be a perfect place for you all
to stay. Come, I will take You there.”

Sri Nityananda Prabhu became extremely angry upon
hearing the words of Ramacandra Khan’s servant, and He
came out of the durga-mandapa. In truth, the omnipotent Sri
Nityananda Prabhu had come there only to punish Ramacandra
Khan for the offense he had committed at the lotus feet of Srila
Haridasa Thakura.

In an angry mood, Sri Nityananda Prabhu laughed loudly
and said tellingly, “Ramacandra is indeed right. This place is
certainly unfit for Me to stay. It is fit only for the low-class
murderers of cows.”

Speaking in this way, Sr1 Nityananda Prabhu, along with
His associates, left that place in an angry mood. To punish
Ramacandra Khan, Sri Nityananda Prabhu avoided staying in
the same village as him.

After Sr1 Nityananda Prabhu had gone, Ramacandra Khan
contemplated that his place had been rendered impure, because
Sri Nityananda Prabhu and His associates had sat there.
Therefore, displaying the peak of his blasphemy, he ordered
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his servants, “Go and dig up the dirt where that sannyasi was
sitting and throw it far away. Then, purify it by smearing it
with cow dung.”

His servants did as he ordered, but the envious and
demoniac Ramacandra Khan was still not peaceful at heart.

Although Ramacandra Khan was a landlord, due to his
thief-like mentality he never paid taxes to the king. The Muslim
king therefore became angry and sent his Muslim minister,
along with a few officials, to collect taxes from Ramacandra
Khan. The minister made Ramacandra Khan’s durga-mandapa
his residence for three days and tied up Ramacandra Khan,
along with his wife and children. He slaughtered and cooked
their cows. He not only plundered Ramacandra Khan’s house,
but plundered the whole village for those three days.

In this way, Ramacandra Khan’s noble rank, wealth,
followers, position, and so on were all lost, and the whole
village remained desolate for a long time. Thus, the entire
village had to pay for the offense committed by Ramacandra
Khan. All the villagers had to suffer because of their association
with one undesirable person.

The scriptures say:

mahantera apamana je desa-grame haya
eka janara dose saba desa ujadaya
Sri Caitanya-caritamrta (Antya-lila 3.164)

Wherever someone offends an exalted devotee, that whole
country or village becomes desolate due to that person’s fault.

How frightful is vaisnava-aparadha! Due to his envy of
Srila Haridasa Thakura, Ramacandra Khan sowed a seed
of aparadha. This seed bore the fruit of enviousness toward
akhanda guru-tattva® Sri Nityananda Himself, and as a result,
Ramacandra Khan was completely ruined.

1 The undivided principle of §ri guru.
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CHAPTER FOUR

SRTLA HARIDASA THAKURA
ILLUMINATES NAMA-TATTVA

\\ Jalking from Benapola, Srila Haridasa Thakura arrived

at Candapura, a village situated near the confluence of
the three holy rivers at Saptagrama, in the district of Hugli.
Two brothers, Hiranya and Govardhana Majumadara, were the
landlords of that village. Their priest was Balarama Acarya,
who was the object of Srila Haridasa Thakura’s mercy. The
priest looked after Srila Haridasa Thakura with great care and
attention during his stay in Candapura. Srila Haridasa Thakura
stayed in a thatched cottage in a solitary place, incessantly
chanting the holy name, and would go to Balarama Acarya’s
home to accept alms (take prasada).

Govardhana Majumadara’s only son was Raghunatha.
When Srila Haridasa Thakura stayed in Candapura, Raghunatha
was a young boy engaged in his studies. Raghunatha later
became a very close associate of Sr1 Caitanya Mahaprabhu and
became famous by the name of Raghunatha dasa Gosvami.
Young Raghunatha came to see Srila Haridasa Thakura from
time to time, and Srila Haridasa Thakura was very merciful
toward that young boy. This very mercy was the reason that
Raghunatha later on attained the lotus feet of Sri Caitanya
Mahaprabhu.
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Regular assemblies of learned scholars, in which Srimad-
Bhagavatam and other scriptures were discussed, were held at
the residence of Hiranya and Govardhana Majamadara. One
day, Balarama Acarya requested Srila Haridasa Thakura to
grace one such assembly, and Srila Haridasa Thakura agreed.
Upon seeing Balarama Acarya and Srila Haridasa Thakura
enter the assembly, the two brothers immediately arose. They
fell down at the lotus feet of Srila Haridasa Thakura, and with
great respect offered him a place to sit. The assembly was full of
learned scholars, brahmanas, and saintly people, and Hiranya
and Govardhana were themselves quite learned. Most of the
assembly knew the glories of Srila Haridasa Thakura, and
the two brothers were elated when, with much enthusiasm,
everyone began to glorify his saintly qualities.

Almost the entire assembly knew that Srila Haridasa
Thakura was chanting three hundred thousand (three lakhs)
holy names of the Lord every day. Therefore, the scholars took
the opportunity to discuss the glories of nama. Some scholars
said that the holy name (harinama) can destroy all reactions
to whatever sinful activities one may have committed, while
others said that by the power of the holy name one attains
liberation from material bondage. In reality, all of them
mistook the semblance of the pure name (namabhasa) for the
pure name (Suddha-nama).

THE RESULTS OF CHANTING PURE NAMA

After hearing both sides, Srila Haridasa Thakura said,
“Both of these benedictions — liberation and the destruction of
sinful reactions — are not the true results of chanting harinama.
The fruit of harinama is that one’s dormant love for the lotus
feet of Sri Krsna is awakened. It is mentioned in Srimad-
Bhagavatam (11.2.40):

evam-vratah sva-priya-nama-kirtya
jatanurago druta-citta uccaih
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hasaty atho roditi rauti gayaty
unmada-van nrtyati loka-bahyah

Saintly people who have firmly devoted themselves to serving
Bhagavan with deep love constantly engage in kirtana of the
names of the Supreme Lord most loved by them. When deep
attachment (anuraga) arises in them, their hearts thoroughly
melt and they become mad in love of God. They laugh and
cry loudly. Agitated by love, they sing about their Lord in
sweet voices, and just like mad people, they dance and sing
without a trace of shyness, unaffected by the opinions of
ordinary people.

PURE NAMA AND THE SEMBLANCE OF NAMA

Haridasa Thakura continued, “It is also clear, from scrip-
tural evidence, that liberation and the nullification of sinful
reactions are but secondary results of chanting harinama, not
the principal results. Anything that is automatically attained
in the initial stages without any endeavor is known to be
secondary.”

To clarify, Srila Haridasa Thakura recited the following
verse from Padyavali (16):

arthah sarharad akhilam sakrd
udayad eva sakala-lokasya

taranir iva timira-jaladhim
jayati jagan-mangalam harer nama

After reciting this verse, Srila Haridasa Thakura asked the
scholars present in the assembly to explain it, but everyone
insisted that Srila Haridasa Thakura himself explain the
meaning of the verse. At their insistence, Srila Haridasa
Thakura said, “With the appearance of the rising sun — that
is, even before the sun has actually risen — the darkness of this
world begins to dissipate, and the fear of ghosts, evil spirits,
thieves, and the like is also eradicated. And when the sun rises,
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all religious activities (dharma) and regulative duties (karma)
begin. Similarly, the initial dawning of the pure holy name
(namabhasa) nullifies all the reactions of sinful activities, but
the actual appearance of pure nama (Suddha-nama) awakens
divine love (prema) for Sr1 Krsna’s lotus feet. All glories to the
all-auspicious holy name, which, like the rising sun, bestows
its primary fruit of krsna-prema, along with its secondary fruit
of burning away all the sins of a living entity.

“Simply a semblance of nama burns away the reactions of
sinful activities. This is established in the story of Ajamila, in
Srimad—Bhagavatam. Liberation (mukti) is but an insignificant
result of harinama, and is obtained by chanting a mere
semblance of nama. The pure devotees of the Lord never
accept liberation, even if it is offered to them by the Supreme
Lord Himself.”

GOPALA CAKRAVARTI DISHONORS
SRILA HARIDASA THAKURA

In the assembly, there was a scholar named Gopala
Cakravarti, a handsome young man, who worked for Hiranya
and Govardhana Majumadara. Gopala had studied many
scriptures on his own without any authorized guidance, and
could not tolerate the words of Srila Haridasa Thakura. Angrily,
he proceeded to say that Srila Haridasa had exaggerated the
glories of nama and, while pointing at him, said disdainfully,
“O learned men, just hear this sentimental devotee’s idea of the
scriptural conclusion! Liberation is not easily attained, even
after cultivating absolute knowledge for millions and millions
of births. Yet this sentimental devotee — who himself has no
intellect and is easily influenced by the words of others — is
saying that one can easily achieve such liberation merely by
the semblance of nama.”

Srila Haridasa Thakura then said to Gopala Cakravarti,
“Why do you doubt my statements? These statements are not
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mine, but rather those of the scriptures. If you want to ask
why devotees refuse to accept liberation, although it is granted
by the mere semblance of nama, or why, to attain bhakti, they
endure much suffering in their performance of sadhana-bhajana,
then please listen to my answer. The happiness of liberation
is absolutely insignificant and trivial when compared to the
transcendental happiness found in bhakti. That is why a
devotee completely rejects liberation, even if it is offered by
the Supreme Lord Himself.”
It is impossible to compare mukti with bhakti:

tvat-saksat-karanahlada-
visuddhabdhi-sthitasya me
sukhani gospadayante
brahmany api jagad-guro
Hari-bhakti-sudhodaya (14.76)

[In his prayers to Lord Nrsirhhadeva, St Prahlada Maharaja
said,] “O Bhagavan, guru of the Universe! Having attained
direct darsana of You, I am drowning in an ocean of transcen-
dental ecstasy. When compared to this ocean of ecstasy, all
other kinds of happiness, including even the happiness of
liberation, seem to be like the water in the hoof-print of a
calf. In other words, just as the amount of water contained
within a calf’s hoof-print is incomparable to that of the vast
ocean, there is also no comparison between the happiness
derived from bhakti and any other kind of happiness.”

Hearing Srila Haridasa Thakura’s words, the proud
brahmana spoke angrily, “If namabhasa does not grant liberation
as per your words, be certain that I will cut off your nose.”

Srila Haridasa Thakura replied with firm faith, “Be sure
that if namabhasa does not grant liberation, I will cut off my
own nose.”

Fearing the inauspiciousness that might befall them due
to Gopala Cakravarti’s dishonoring of the holy name’s glories
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and his disrespect of maha-bhagavata Srila Haridasa Thakura,
everyone present in the assembly cried, “Alas, Alas!”

Hiranya and Govardhana Majumadara cried, “Fie upon
that agnostic brahmana!”

Balarama Acarya also angrily admonished him, “O foolish
logician, you are showing off your scholarship just by collecting
information from here and there. What do you know about the
glories of bhakti? You have dared to insult a great soul such as
Srila Haridasa Thakura. Consider it certain that you will be
utterly ruined for this offense, and it will be impossible for you
to obtain auspiciousness.” With this, Majumadara kicked the
proud brahmana out of his house that very moment.

Becoming somewhat saddened by the incident, Srila
Haridasa Thakura got up to leave. Seeing this, Hiranya,
Govardhana, and all the other scholars present in the assembly
fell down at his lotus feet.

Smiling, Srila Haridasa Thakura consoled them with sweet
words: “None of you are responsible for what transpired. In
reality, that brahmana is ignorant; even he is not at fault. His
heart is fixed on dry speculation and logic. But the holy names of
Bhagavan are transcendental to any logic. Since it is impossible
to appreciate the glories of nama through dry speculation and
logic, how can he possibly understand their greatness? Please
return to your respective homes with complete peace of mind.
May Sri Krsna shower His blessings on you all. Please do not
feel even the slightest bit of grief for my sake.”

In this way, Srila Haridasa Thakura, who never sees faults in
others, left the home of Hiranya and Govardhana Majamadara.

From that time on, Hiranya and Govardhana forbade
Gopala Cakravarti from entering their home. Within just three
days of this incident, that brahmana contracted leprosy. Soon
after, his high and beautiful nose melted off because of the
disease. His fingers and toes, which used to be as beautiful as
the buds of campaka flowers, also withered and melted away.
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People were left amazed by this incident, and they glorified
Srila Haridasa Thakura and offered him obeisances.

Although the most merciful Srila Haridasa Thakura took
no offense at the behavior of that brahmana, Bhagavan [could
not tolerate it and] made him suffer the consequences. It is
the nature of pure devotees to forgive the offenses of ignorant
people and to only wish for their welfare. Bhagavan’s nature,
however, is that He cannot tolerate even the slightest offense
or criticism of His pure devotees.

Upon hearing of Gopala Cakravarti’s sad plight, Srila
Haridasa Thakura felt extremely sorry for the brahmana. After
informing Balarama Acarya what was transpiring in his heart,
he left for Santipura.
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CHAPTER FIVE

SRTLA HARIDASA THAKURA AND
SRT ADVAITA ACARYA

: rila Haridasa Thakura is an eternal associate of the Lord.
He appeared in a yavana family in the village of Budhana,
within the Yasohara district. By his mercy, many people
residing in that district attained spiritual merit (sukrti) and
developed faith in $ri krsna-kirtana. Before Srila Haridasa
Thakura appeared, there were hardly any people in that
district who performed $ri krsna-kirtana, but his appearance
there dispelled this deficiency. After staying in Budhana for
some years, Srila Haridasa Thakura moved near the bank of
the Ganga. He spent time in Santipura, where Sri Advaita
Acarya resided, and also in a village named Phuliya, which was
not far from Santipura. When Srila Haridasa Thakura met Sri
Advaita Acarya, he immediately paid obeisances to Him with
great faith. In response, Sri Advaita Acarya honored him with
an affectionate embrace.

Sri Advaita Acarya had a cave prepared for Srila Haridasa
Thakura’s residence. It was in a secluded place on the bank of
the Ganga River, very conducive for bhajana. There, Sri Advaita
Acarya explained to him the meaning of Srimad-Bhagavatam
and Bhagavad-gita in accordance with bhakti (devotion to the
Supreme Lord). Srila Haridasa Thakura happily lived there
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and chanted harinama. Sri Advaita Acarya daily invited Srila
Haridasa Thakura to His home for prasada, where they would
relish narrations about Sri Krsna (511 krsna-katha).

One day, Srila Haridasa Thakura asked Sri Advaita Acarya,
“O Acarya, I would like to make a request. Why do You feed me
every day? Why is it that although there are so many high-class
and noble brahmanas in Santipura You could feed, You instead
insist on showing respect to me? Do You not hesitate to behave
like this? Do You not fear the opinion of general society?
I hesitate to make any comments about this uncommon behavior
of Yours, but I am unable to stop myself. My humble request is
that You please act in such a way that society will not disrespect
or have an opportunity to criticize You.”

acarya kahena, “tumi na kariha bhaya
sei acariba, jei sastra-mata haya

tumi khaile haya koti brahmana-bhojana”
eta bali’ sraddha-patra karaila bhojana
Sri Caitanya-caritamrta (Antya-lila 3.221-222)

Hearing Srila Haridasa Thakura’s words, the teacher of
the masses, jagad-guru Sri Advaita Acarya, remembered the
impartial words of the scriptures related to the Supreme Truth
(satvata-sastras). Laughing, He said, “There is no need to be
afraid. T will only act in a way that is recommended by the
revealed scriptures. Feeding you is equivalent to feeding tens
of millions of brahmanas.”

Sri Advaita Acarya then offered the sraddha-patra, or offerings
of oblations to the forefathers, to Srila Haridasa Thakura.

Having obtained the association of such a like-minded,
affectionate pure devotee possessing a deep taste [for harinamal
as Srila Haridasa Thakura, the happiness of Sri Advaita Acarya
knew no bounds. Out of love, Sri Advaita Acarya roared loudly.
Overwhelmed in such great happiness, He expressed himself
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in this outburst of joy. By the influence of the association of
his istadeva (his worshipable Lord, Sr1 Advaita Acarya), Srila
Haridasa Thakura also became submerged in the nectarous
ocean waves of §11 govinda-rasa.'

THEIR DESIRE FOR
SRIMAN MAHAPRABHU’S DESCENT

Chanting the holy name, Srila Haridasa Thakura stayed
in a solitary place near the banks of the Jahnavi (river Ganga)
in a cave. The meeting of Sri Advaita Acarya and Srila Haridasa
Thakura was like the joining of a gem with gold. It seemed
as if these personalities, like the supremely purifying Yamuna
and Ganga, had appeared to remove the filth of this world.
Their goal was one and the same: to cause the descent of Sri
Caitanya Mahaprabhu, who is non-different from Vrajendra-
nandana, so that He may deliver the decrepit souls who have
turned their faces away from Hari and are thus suffering the
threefold miseries. While the most merciful Sri Advaita Acarya
was absorbed in worshiping Sri Visnu by offering Him Ganga
water and tulasi leaves, Srila Haridasa Thakura was engrossed
in loudly performing nama-sankirtana in his cave.

1 Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura has mentioned in his Gaudiya-
bhasya of Sri Caitanya-bhagavata (Adi-khanda 16.21):

“Many people hold the notion that Srila Haridasa Thakura kept
himself busy only in chanting the holy name, and that he had no entry
into relishing the nectarean mellows (rasa) of Sri Govinda. However, this
belief of the prakrta-sahajiyas [who understand the transcendental pastimes
of the Supreme Lord to be mundane] is completely erroneous. Sri nama is
cintamani, a transcendental wish-fulfilling gem, and is Sri Krsna Himself, the
personification of rasa. One cannot taste the rasa of Sri Krsna by any process
other than chanting §r7 nama. Srila Haridasa Thakura, who is completely
conversant with the rasa of $11 krsna-nama, is the principal teacher granting
entrance into the scriptures dealing with rasa.

“Because of offenses committed to ndma, the sentimental prakrta-
sahajiya community, which is utterly engrossed in materiality, has no idea
about the transcendental nectar of nama.”
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dui-janer bhaktye caitanya kaila avatara
nama-prema pracara kaila jagat uddhara

Sri Caitanya-caritamrta (Antya-lila 3.224)

It was due to the devotion (the call) of Sri Advaita Acarya
and Srila Haridasa Thakura that Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu
descended and delivered the entire world by preaching
nama-premad.

THE DIVINE BEAUTY OF
SRILA HARIDASA THAKURA

While roaming along the banks of the Ganga, Srila
Haridasa Thakura would loudly cry out in ecstasy, “Hare
Krsna, Hare Krsna.” He was completely detached from all
material pleasures, and his lotus mouth was supremely
blessed, being always filled with krsna-nama. He never, even
for a moment, stopped chanting krsna-nama, and because he
was submerged in bhakti-rasa at every moment, many varieties
of ecstatic symptoms would appear on his transcendental
body. Sometimes he danced and sometimes he roared loudly
like a mad lion, sometimes he cried bitterly, sometimes he
laughed loudly, and sometimes he fell down unconscious. In
one second he would call out to someone with divine words,
and in the very next second he would beautifully explain the
meaning of those words. As soon as he would begin to dance
in nama-sankirtana, all the ecstatic symptoms that appear as
a result of extreme loving devotion (prema-bhakti) — such as
the shedding of tears, the hairs of the body standing on end,
laughter, the loss of consciousness, and perspiration — would
enter his body. His performance of kirtana was laden with love,
and Srila Haridasa Thakura’s lotus limbs became completely
drenched in the tears of ecstasy flowing from his eyes. Even
complete atheists devoid of bhakti became astonished to see
Srila Haridasa Thakura in such a state. Even Lord Brahma
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and Lord Siva became struck with wonder upon seeing such
ecstatic transformations in his divine body.

Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Prabhupada has stated in his
Gaudiya-bhasya on Sri Caitanya-bhagvata (Adi-khanda 16.22-32):

Srila Haridasa Thakura’s state was just like that mentioned
in Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu (1.3.25-26) and Srimad-Bhagavatam
(11.2.40):
ksantir avyartha-kalatvam
viraktir mana-sinyata
asa-bandhah samutkantha
nama-gane sada rucih

asaktis tad-gunakhyane
pritis tad-vasati-sthale

ity adayo ‘nubhavah syur
jata-bhavankure jane

When bhava (pure spiritual emotion) arises, the following
nine symptoms are observed in a devotee: forbearance,
effective use of one’s time, detachment, absence of
pride, steadfast hope that Krsna will bestow His mercy,
intense longing to obtain one’s goal, constant taste for
chanting the holy name, attachment to hearing about
Krsna's qualities, and affection for Krsna’s pastime places.

evam-vratah sva-priya-nama-kirtya
jatanurago druta-citta uccaih

hasaty atho roditi rauti gayaty
unmdda-van nrtyati loka-bahyah

In the heart of devotees who have adopted the vow to
serve Bhagavan through bhakti-yoga characterized by
pure love, deep attachment arises for the chanting of
the names of their most beloved Lord, and their heart
melts. Being indifferent to public opinion, they some-
times burst into laughter, sometimes weep, sometimes
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call out to the Lord in a loud voice, sometimes sing,
and sometimes dance as if mad.

While he manifested such symptoms of love, Srila
Haridasa Thakura’s tongue remained busy in constantly
chanting krsna-nama. Due to incessantly uttering $r1 nama,
his tongue was extraordinarily beautiful. Both Srila Haridasa
Thakura and his tongue were thoroughly indifferent to
material pleasures. Krsna-nama never dances on the tongue
of materially engrossed people. Those who are always busy
tasting the six different types of delicious foods and whose
heart is agitated and forced to dart here and there, being
greedy for and expectant of material pleasures, are never
seen to have any interest in chanting krsna-nama. As the
materialists remain indifferent to harinama-bhajana, so too
do the pseudo-renunciants, who do not accept $ri krsna-
nama. Due to his complete absorption in nama-bhajana,
Srila Haridasa Thakura was utterly indifferent to material
pleasures; this was his pre-eminence.

Srila Haridasa Thakura left no room for indifference or
laziness while chanting Govinda’s names. He, in a multitude
of ways, was at every second absorbed in the mellows of
devotional service to Sri Krsna (krsna-bhakti-rasa).

Srila Haridasa Thakura’s transcendental body was not
like the bodies of materialists, which are made of blood,
flesh, and skin. Many different ecstatic symptoms (Suddha-
sattvika-bhavas) would appear in his divine body as a result
of his constant service to Sri Nama Prabhu. Materialists
remain indifferent to the cultivation of service to Sri Krsna
(krsna-anusilana), while they keep themselves focused on
the health of their bodies. In complete contrast to this, the
Vaisnava associates of the Lord, who are inclined to perform
service to Him, always have the multitudes of pure ecstatic
bodily transformations (sattvika-bhavas) wildly dancing
throughout their body.



CHAPTER SIX

TESTED BY MAYA-DEVI HERSELF

escribing the transcendental personality of Srila Haridasa
Thakura, Srila Krsnadasa Kaviraja Gosvami writes in his
Sri Caitanya-caritamrta (Antya-lila 3.227-228):

ara alaukika eka caritra tahara
jahara sravane loke haya camatkara

tarka na kariha, tarkagocara tara riti
visvasa kariya suna kariya pratiti

I will now describe an extraordinary incident from the
life of Srila Haridasa Thakura which leaves all who hear it
astonished. [Please] do not put forth any arguments, because
the glories of Srila Haridasa Thakura’s bhakti are beyond the
realm of debate. Therefore, O bhaktas, please hear them with
complete faith.

One day, Srila Haridasa Thakura was sitting in his cave and
loudly chanting harinama, overwhelmed with great ecstasy.
It was an exceptionally beautiful night, and the rays of the
moon illuminated the ten directions. The waves of the Ganga
shimmered with reflected moonlight. At the cave’s entrance,
a tulasi plant sat atop a platform smeared with cow dung. The
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cave’s beauty was such that it spontaneously attracted the
mind of whoever saw it.

At that time, a supremely beautiful and enchanting woman
appeared in the courtyard. Her radiant limbs illuminated the
surroundings still more. The fragrance emanating from her
body perfumed the ten directions, and she was decorated with
many varieties of jeweled ornaments. The sweet tinkling of her
ornaments charmed the ears. That woman of bewitching beauty
proceeded slowly. She first offered her obeisances to tulasi,
circumambulated her, and then approached the cave’s entrance.

Folding her hands, Maya-devi offered her respects to
the feet of Srila Haridasa Thakura, and while standing at the
cave’s entrance, she spoke in a voice so sweet that it put the
melodious sound of the vina to shame: “O Haridasa, you are a
friend of the entire world, extremely attractive, and possessed
of supremely virtuous qualities. Enchanted by your beauty and
qualities, I have come here hoping to unite with you. Please
be merciful to me and fulfill my desire, for it is the nature of
saintly people to be kind to those in need.”

So as to arouse lust in the mind of Srila Haridasa Thakura,
she then made various flirtatious gestures that would agitate
the mind of even great sages. But Srila Haridasa Thakura’s
mind was sober and unwavering; he only felt pity for her.

HIS FIRM FAITH IN NAMA-SANKIRTANA YAJNA

With extremely sweet words, Srila Haridasa Thakura said,
“I consider my chanting of a fixed number of rounds to be
a maha-yajiia (a monumental act of worship), that I have
vowed to complete every single day. I do not involve myself
with anything else until I have finished this fixed number of
rounds. This is my strict vow. As I have yet to complete my
rounds for today, kindly sit near the entrance and hear the
chanting of harinama. 1 will certainly fulfill your desire as soon
as I have finished.”
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Having spoken thus, Srila Haridasa Thakura chanted loudly
while the woman sat near the entrance, listening. In this way,
the whole night passed. At daybreak, the woman stood up
and left.

In this way, she approached Srila Haridasa Thakura for
three continuous days, making flirtatious gestures that could
captivate even the mind of Brahma. But they had no effect
on Srila Haridasa Thakura, who was completely absorbed in
chanting $r1 krsna-nama.

All the postures that the enchantress exhibited before Srila
Haridasa Thakura proved to be as futile as crying alone in the
wilderness. Just as someone’s cries in the wilderness go unheard
by others, the provocative gestures and mannerisms that the
woman assumed had no effect on Srila Haridasa Thakura.

On the third day, as night was coming to an end, she spoke
to Srila Haridasa Thakura: “O great soul, for the last three days
you have promised to fulfill my desire upon completing your
chanting. However, even after chanting throughout the entire day
and night, you have yet to finish your fixed number of rounds.”

Srila Haridasa Thakura replied, “What can I do? How can
I break my vow?”

Hearing Srila Haridasa Thakura's words, the beautiful
woman offered her prostrated obeisance to him and said, “O
Prabhu, I am none other than Maya-devi, the illusory energy
of the Lord. I came here just to test you. I, who am powerful
enough to captivate the minds of all living beings including
Brahma, today accept my defeat by you.

“I was unable to arouse even a trace of lust in your mind.
You are certainly a maha-bhagavata, a most exalted devotee.
By seeing you and hearing the chanting of Sri Krsna’s names
from your lotus mouth, my heart has been purified. I have also
developed a desire to chant harinama. Therefore, out of your
compassion, please make my life successful by initiating me
into the chanting of the holy name.”
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With great eagerness, Maya-devi spoke:

caitanyavatare bahe premamrta-banya
saba jiva preme bhase, prthivi haila dhanya

e-vanyadya je na bhase, sei jiva—chara
koti-kalpe tabe tara nahika nistara
Sri Caitanya-caritamrta (Antya-lila 3.252-253)

The advent of Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu has brought a flood
of nectarean divine love (premamrta), in which all living
entities are floating. The whole world has thus become blessed.

The birth of one who does not drench himself in this
flood of nectarean krsna-prema is useless. They cannot be
delivered even after millions of kalpas.

“Some time ago I was initiated into the chanting of rama-
nama by Lord Siva, but by your association 1 have developed
greed to chant krsna-nama. The holy name of Rama is known
as taraka-brahma, or the sound vibration that enables one to
cross over mayd. It appears just to liberate the conditioned
souls. This means that by chanting rama-nama, conditioned
souls attain liberation. Sri krsna-nama, however, is not satisfied
by bestowing liberation alone, and therefore also blesses a
person by granting him prema. Therefore, kindly bless me by
bestowing upon me the holy names of Sri Krsna. Then I, also,
may be carried away by this flood of ambrosial prema.”

Having spoken these words, Maya-devi began glorifying
Srila Haridasa Thakura.

MAYA-DEVT RECEIVES INITIATION

The ocean of mercy, Srila Haridasa Thakura, instructed
Maya-devi on krsna-nama. Maya-devi, who bewilders the entire
universe, was utterly defeated by this venerable Vaisnava.
As a piece of iron is transformed into gold by contacting a
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touchstone, Maya-devi gave up all material desires by dint
of her association with a pure devotee. She then left, happily
chanting the all-auspicious holy names of Sri Krsna.

If a person chants the holy names of Sri Krsna incessantly,
without offense or duplicity, it is impossible for anyone to
shake him from this most auspicious path of hari-bhakti by
offering any worldly temptation. Even Maya-devi herself
cannot degrade such souls. Srila Haridasa Thakura is the best
example of this fact.

Pure devotees are eternally the objects of Krsna’s pleasure
(krsna-bhogya); they are never bewildered by the illusory
energy. Maya is not an enjoyer (bhokta). In Bhagavad-gita
(7.14), Sri Krsna has referred to Maya as mama maya. This
means that Maya is the object of Krsna’s enjoyment, and it
is Krsna alone who is the enjoyer. One who takes exclusive
shelter at the lotus feet of Bhagavan crosses over maya. Both
Visnu and the Vaisnavas are beyond the influence of maya.
Srila Haridasa Thakura appeared in this material world and
demonstrated by his own example that when a person utilizes
all his senses in Krsna consciousness, then despite her best
efforts, Maya’s attempts [to delude that living entity] are as
ineffective as throwing a pebble at the Himalayan mountains
in an attempt to level them.

Srila Krsnadasa Kaviraja Gosvami has mentioned at the end
of this narration in Sri Caitanya-caritamyta: “Most people think
that Maya-devi could never have taken harinama initiation from
Srila Haridasa Thakura. Yet I will tell you why you should have
faith in this. Upon hearing this reason, everyone will surely
believe that my narration is true.”

At the time of Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu’s advent,
personalities like Brahma, Siva, and the four Kumaras, being
greedy for krsna-prema, descended to this Earth. Having
received the holy name of Sri Krsna, they danced and became
drenched in the flood of prema. Devotees like Sri Narada,
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Sri Prahlada, and Sri Laksmi came down to Earth in human
forms to attain krsna-prema, and they relished that prema.
Even Vrajendra-nandana Sri Krsna Himself, in the form of Sri
Caitanya Mahaprabhu, descended to taste this great prema.
What, therefore, is surprising about Maya-devi, who is just a
shadow of His potency, begging for this love? There is nothing
astonishing about this, because without the mercy of great
souls (mahat-purusas), no one can attain this prema.
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CHAPTER SEVEN

SRTLA HARIDASA THAKURA’S
CONVICTION IN THE HOLY NAME

pon seeing transformations on the body of Srila Haridasa

Thakura, induced by his practice of bhakti, all the
brahmanas of Phuliya Village, who busied themselves practicing
karma-kanda (Vedic ritualistic activities), became astonished.
Thus realizing the utter uselessness of karma-kanda, they con-
demned their performance of ritual and developed profound
faith in him.

After taking bath in the Ganga, Srila Haridasa Thakura
used to roam here and there, while loudly chanting the names
of Sri Hari. The Kazi (Muslim magistrate) of Phuliya saw this
and could not bear it. Haridasa was Muslim by birth, a yavana,
but because he was chanting the names of the Hindus’ God and
adopting Hindu conceptions, the Kazi considered Haridasa’s
behavior contrary to their religious principles and a grave,
punishable offense.

Because of his sectarian thinking, he considered the living
bhagavata Srila Haridasa Thakura to be subordinate to material
time, place, and circumstance. Actually, Srila Haridasa Thakura
was transcendental to any influence of material time, place,
and circumstance, being a self-realized soul. Due to the KazT’s
contaminated consciousness, he tried to bring Srila Haridasa
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Thakura’s supramundane spiritual practice under the control
of his government, which was contaminated by mundane time,
place, and circumstance.

Thus the Kazi went to the king of Bengal, a Muslim, and
complained about Srila Haridasa Thakura, saying, “Although
born a Muslim, Haridasa has adopted the beliefs of the Hindus.
You should quickly have him brought here and punished, or
else other Muslims may see him and also become attracted to
Hinduism.”

Hearing the words of the sinful Kazi, the wicked Muslim
king, who was antagonistic toward bhakti, ordered his soldiers,
“Go seize Haridasa and bring him here.”

Following the king’s order, the soldiers quickly went to
the village of Phuliya to seize Srila Haridasa Thakura. When
they informed him of the king’s order, Srila Haridasa Thakura,
who by the mercy of the Lord, possessed great power and
fearlessness, immediately began walking with them of his own
accord. As he walked, he chanted “Krsna, Krsna.” Eventually,
they arrived at the court of the king and presented themselves
before him.

krsnera prasade haridasa mahasaya
yavanera ki daya, kaler-o nahi bhaya
Sri Caitanya-bhagavata (Adi-khanda 16.39)

By Sri Krsna’s mercy, Srila Haridasa Mahasaya was not even
scared of death, to say nothing about the yavana king.

The residents of Ambuya had already heard about Srila
Haridasa Thakura’s performance of nama-sankirtana and
of the transformations of prema on his transcendental body.
Therefore, when they heard that he would be arriving in their
village that very day, their hearts filled with joy at the possibility
of receiving his darsana. At the same time, they felt extremely
morose that the yavana king had called Srila Haridasa Thakura
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to punish him. They knew well that the king was terribly cruel
and envious of the devotees, and that he would severely torture
such an exalted devotee as Srila Haridasa Thakura.

HIS MYSTERIOUS BLESSING UPON
THE PRISONERS

When news of Srila Haridasa Thakura’s auspicious arrival
reached the ears of the prisoners confined within the king’s
prison house, those prisoners with a noble heart began to
dance of joy. They knew that Srila Haridasa Thakura was a
supremely elevated devotee and that merely glimpsing such
a person drives away all kinds of suffering. Therefore, they
firmly believed that by having darsana of him on that very day,
all their suffering would be removed. With folded hands, they
therefore presented a request to the guards: “O brothers, when
the soldiers bring Srila Haridasa Thakura to the king, kindly
permit us to have darsana of him.”

The guards accepted their request, and all the prisoners
eagerly awaited Srila Haridasa Thakura’s arrival.

After a short while, Srila Haridasa Thakura reached
Ambuya with the soldiers. When he saw the prisoners, Srila
Haridasa Thakura desired to bestow his mercy upon them, so
he went and stood before them. Seeing the all-enchanting and
unparalleled beauty of Srila Haridasa Thakura’s body, with his
long arms and his face with eyes like lotuses, the prisoners
bowed before him in great faith. As soon as they offered their
obeisances to him, transformations of krsna-bhakti arose in
their hearts, and they began to weep in ecstasy.

Smiling, the causelessly merciful Srila Haridasa Thakura
gave them a concealed blessing: “May you forever remain in
your current condition.”

The prisoners were saddened to hear this, unable to under-
stand the hidden purport behind Srila Haridasa Thakura’s words.
They thought to themselves, “He is indeed a very cruel person.”
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When Srila Haridasa Thakura saw their reaction he
understood what was going through their minds. “Because
you do not understand the real meaning of this blessing, you
feel unhappy,” he explained. “I urge you to carefully consider
its real meaning. I have never given a blessing that would
bring inauspiciousness upon anyone. ‘May you forever remain
in your current condition’ means, ‘May you continue to
constantly think about Krsna and chant His names together,
as you are doing right now.’ At this time, you are devoid of
the tendency to harm or give trouble to others. Therefore, call
out ‘Krsna, Krsna,’ in a distressed voice and meditate on Him.
You have attained a good opportunity to develop your Krsna
consciousness.”

Bad association can make one forget krsna-nama, so Srila
Haridasa Thakura cautioned everyone to give up all kinds of
bad association. “When you are released from prison, may
you not again pollute your consciousness by associating with
wicked people. Keep in mind that it is impossible for living
entities to engage in krsna-bhajana, as long as their propensity
to enjoy material pleasures remains strong.

“Know for certain that Sri Krsna is very far from materialists,”
he continued. “A mind absorbed in material pleasures is the
root cause of all sorts of entanglements. Wife, children, other
family members, and other dear ones are maya’s traps, and they
are death personified. It is only due to great fortune that a soul
possesses the spiritual credit (sukrti) to associate with saintly
persons. By hearing the instructions of those personalities and
by receiving their mercy, the mind of the materialist withdraws
from material enjoyment, and he engages in bhajana of Sri
Krsna. The purpose of my blessing was not that you should
remain forever locked in this prison house. Instead, I meant
that you should, for all time, forget material pleasures and
chant, ‘Hari, Hari.” May you attain the perpetual association of
high-class sadhus so that you remain immersed in cultivating
activities pleasing to Sri Krsna (krsnanusilana), and may you
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always have the good fortune of associating with sadhus and
chanting the names of Sri Bhagavan. 1 spoke enigmatically, so
please do not feel even slightly sorrowful after hearing this
blessing. My glance upon all living entities is compassionate.
I give all of you my blessings to have unflinching devotion for
the lotus feet of Sri Krsna. Do not worry; you will be released
from this prison house within two or three days, but you must
be especially careful to not again fall into bad company, for
this will drive devotion to Sri Krsna from your heart. Do not
concern yourself with the joys of this gross body, which come
with its freedom from prison, nor with the sufferings resulting
from its imprisonment. Simply chant the holy name of Krsna
for all time.”

The blessings of the venerable Vaisnavas, who are oceans
of mercy and who bestow amandodaya-daya', never bring
inauspiciousness to anyone in any situation. Indeed, their
blessings are supremely auspicious in all ways and under all
circumstances.

THE YAVANA KING'S ADVICE

After bestowing mercy upon the prisoners, Srila Haridasa
Thakura came to the king. Upon seeing the astonishing brilliance
coming from the transcendental, radiant, and enchanting body
of Srila Haridasa Thakura, the king offered him a sitting place
with great respect, while Srila Haridasa Thakura’s tongue
incessantly chanted harinama.

Seeing Srila Haridasa Thakura’s unbroken absorption in
transcendental sound (vaikuntha-sabda), the narrow-minded
king, who was intolerant of other religions, politely asked, “I want
to know this: What has caused your degradation? There is no
race superior to the yavanas. It is only out of great fortune that
you have taken birth in a yavana family. Why, then, have you

1 Compassion that is amanda, or never causing inauspiciousness.
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accepted the behavior and customs of the wretched Hindus?
Hindus belong to a class inferior to ours, and that is why we
reject even food touched by them. Yet you freely mix and eat
with them, without any concern. You have taken birth in a very
reputable race. It does not befit you to give up your topmost
noble class and degrade yourself to this lower one. By acting
like the Hindus, you are transgressing the principles of your
religion and social position. How will you gain deliverance
after death? Have you ever pondered this? It seems to me that
you have never seriously considered this matter. Therefore,
I advise you to atone for the sins that you have unknowingly

”

committed in ignorance by reciting kalma*

ONE GOD FOR ALL

Hearing the statements of the king, who was bewildered by
maya, Srila Haridasa Thakura said, “Just see the influence of
Lord Visnu’s illusory energy.”

The causelessly merciful Srila Haridasa Thakura thus
smiled and began to explain the Absolute Truth (iSvara-tattva)
with sweet words. “Dear Sir, the Supreme Lord is non-dual,
eternal, unequalled, and the master of everyone. The Supreme
Lord for all — whether Hindu or Muslim, young or old, man
or woman — is one. Both Hindus and non-Hindu yavanas who
are ignorant of the truth regarding the Supreme Lord imagine
there are various Gods, owing to His different names. They
thus ignorantly oppose each other. But when they give up this
disharmonious difference of opinion and impartially examine
both the yavanas’ scripture — the Koran — and the Hindus’
scripture — the Puranas — they will not find any incongruity
regarding the Absolute Truth. Therefore, the conclusion is that
there is only one Supreme Lord for all. For the Hindus and
Muslims, the only difference lies in His names. The Supreme

2 Special verses from the Koran that are recited in adopting the religion
of Islam.
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Lord is completely pure and transcendental. He is indestructible
and eternally unchangeable. He cannot be divided by sectarian
feelings. He is inexhaustible and can never be diminished. He
is present as the indwelling Supersoul (antaryami paramatma)
in the hearts of the souls of both Hindus and Muslims. The
Supreme Lord present in the hearts of the yavanas is also
present in the hearts of Hindus.

“Since time immemorial, the conditioned souls have
turned their faces from Krsna, and their pure intelligence has
been contaminated as a result. In other words, by coming under
the control of temporary convictions based on material time,
place, and person, they consider themselves the enjoyer and
become averse to serving the Lord. As a result of not realizing
that fully complete and indivisible Supersoul situated in their
heart, they are led astray, and they thus wrongly take Him to
be finite like themselves. Yet even in such circumstances, if
a person gives up imaginary material enjoyment, as well as
mental speculation, which is rooted in renunciation, then
through the power of bhakti he can realize that Sri Bhagavan is
the only true object of service.

“That indivisible, imperishable, eternally pure Lord directs
the conditioned souls who, following the dictates of their
mind, perform different types of fruitive activities according to
whatever qualifications He has bestowed upon them. In other
words, the souls situated within the three worlds act only
according to the inspiration bestowed upon them by the Lord.
In this world, people of all religions glorify the name, qualities,
and so forth of that Supreme Lord in terms of the conclusions
of their own religious scriptures. The Lord is known as bhava-
grahi Bhagavan Janardana, the Lord who accepts the mood
(bhava) of a devotee [rather than just his external actions].
If one commits violence by disrespecting the transcendental
sentiments of another, then that violence is actually directed
toward the Supreme Lord. Therefore, one ought not to commit
violence [by action or intention] toward another living entity.
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If a person tries to forcefully convert another, influencing that
person’s way of thinking in terms of his own personal, narrow-
minded views, then he is not only denouncing the other’s
religion but is also committing violence toward the object of
worship of all religions, the Supreme Lord Himself. Service
to the Supreme Lord and violence to Him are two completely
contradictory acts.

“If due to bewildered intelligence, a person considers an act
of violence as service to the Supreme Lord, then he eventually
becomes averse to service to the Lord and violent toward His
devotees. When a living entity is devoid of love for Bhagavan,
he sometimes becomes filled with material desires (an
anyabhilast), sometimes a fruitive worker (karmi), sometimes
a hatha-yogi, sometimes a seeker of the undifferentiated
brahma, and sometimes a raja-yogi. To induce the jiva to serve
Sri Mukunda for the jiva’s own eternal welfare is certainly not
violence. On the other hand, to involve the living entity in
activities opposed to the service of the Supreme Lord, which
are meant only for gratifying the senses, is to commit violence
against him. Everyone should certainly give up such activities.

“I am engaged in serving the Supreme Lord in whichever
way He inspires me in my heart. A person is able to progress
in his service to Bhagavan according to the particular type of
mercy He gives him.

“By the Lord’s desire, I am involved in serving Lord Visnu,
which is the dharma of the brahmanas, although I have taken
birth in a yavana family. Similarly, if the Lord so desires, a
person born in a brahmana family can give up his position as
a brahmana and, following the whims of his mind, abide by
the scriptures of a society that is inimical to the Vedas. In such
a situation, what could the Hindus possibly do? Whatever
activities a living entity engages in as per his inclination
and inspiration, he receives his due punishment or reward.
Therefore, there is no need to punish him separately. According
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to impressions from his previous births, a particular faith
($raddha) and inclination arises in his heart. Neither you nor
the Hindus can do anything about this. It is entirely improper
to try to prevent someone from accepting a dharma they feel
inclined toward by threatening punishment. Dear Sir, please
consider my statements carefully. If you still feel I am at fault,
then you can certainly punish me.”

UNWAVERING FAITH IN SRT NAMA PRABHU

Hearing Srila Haridasa Thakura’s truthful statements,
which were in line with the Vedic scriptures, the king and all
other Muslims present became completely satisfied. Only one
person remained dissatisfied: the wicked Kazi who originally
complained to the yavana king about Srila Haridasa Thakura.

Upon seeing the yavana king’s heart changing, the Kazi
flared with anger and he induced the king to act. “Do not get
carried away by his statements. Please order him to desist from
chanting the name of the Hindus’ God and from visiting and
eating at their homes. Please order him to study the Koran
and chant Allah’s name. If he does not comply with your
order, then you should certainly punish him. Otherwise, this
miscreant will definitely inspire others to become like him.
This would bring great calamity upon our Muslim religion.”

Hearing the words of the Kazi, who was blind to all piety,
the king deliberated on what the Kazi had said and then
politely said to Srila Haridasa Thakura, “O brother, if you agree
to study the Koran and chant Allah’s name, then you will have
no need to worry; no one will disturb you. Otherwise, even if
I do not order him to do so, the Kazi and his men will punish
you later. At that time, out of fear of punishment, you will
have no choice but to accept our Muslim religion. Therefore, it
would be better for you to again happily accept it now. What is
the use of being unnecessarily shamed?”
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Srila Haridasa Thakura fearlessly said, “Whatever the Lord
desires will come to pass. Without His desire, no one can
do anything. It is the Supreme Lord alone who rewards or
punishes a soul according to his activities, yet the ignorant
soul boasts of being the master of his own destiny. The jiva is
only the medium. In reality, everything happens by the will
of Bhagavan. Therefore, if it is the Lord’s desire to punish me,
then I happily accept it.”

Srila Haridasa Thakura is the ever-truthful embodiment
of resolute faith in $ri harinama-kirtana. Being the brilliant
example of tolerance and unflinching faith (sraddha) in his most
cherished Sri Nama Prabhu, Srila Haridasa Thakura expressed
submission and said, “This much is certain.”

khanda-khanda hai deha jaya jadi prana
tabu ami vadane na chadi harinama
Sri Caitanya-bhagavata (Adi-khanda 16.94)

My body may be cut into pieces or I may lose my life, but I
will never abandon uttering the holy name.

Srila Haridasa Thakura continued. “This material body,
obtained from one’s mother and father, is temporary. A person
whose life runs against the service of Sri Krsna is absorbed in
material pleasures and thus subject to change and destruction.
Sri Bhagavan and His name, however, are eternal and inseparable
from each other. The transcendental name is not like the
names of material objects, which have been contrived by
human beings. The transcendental name (vaikuntha-nama) and
Bhagavan, the possessor of the name (nami), are one and the
same. I can therefore never give up my service to nama and put
my faith in service to my gross and subtle bodies. Every living
entity is a servant of Bhagavan — that is, everyone is a Vaisnava.
Vaisnavas have no occupation other than chanting $ri harinama.
The only occupation of the living entities in the stages of both
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practice (sadhana) and perfection (siddha) is to render service to
$ri nama. 1 would never give that up for proper social conduct
as defined by ordinary men. Happily and without protest, I
would accept any punishment dealt out by such a society and
its rulers, but I would never give up eternal service to Sri Hari to
run toward temporary material happiness. I have no other duty
than performing krsna-sankirtana of vaikuntha-nama, which 1
have received through the disciplic line. Because I am an eternal
entity, both my gross body and mind are separate from me, the
soul, whereas my body and mind are temporary objects.”

After hearing the infallible words of Srila Haridasa Thakura,
the yavana king asked the Kazi, “Now what should we do
with him?”

In an attempt to shroud the truth broadcast by jagad-
guru Srila Haridasa Thakura, who was completely fixed in the
transcendental sound received through the disciplic line, the
demoniac Kazi adopted a course of violence and said, “Without
any further consideration, order your guards to drag him
through twenty-two marketplaces and beat him until he dies.
If he survives, then I will believe him to truly be an honest and
perfected soul, and I will believe that whatever he says is the
truth. But if he dies, it should be understood that he received
the punishment he so rightly deserved.” The Kazi shouted out
to the guards, “Drag him through twenty-two marketplaces
and whip him so thoroughly that he dies. He has committed
a fearsome offense by converting to Hinduism, even though
he took birth in a Muslim family. He can be delivered only
after his death. For a yavana who gives up his own religion
and accepts the customs and religion of the Hindus, death is
the only justifiable punishment. There is no greater sin than
converting to Hinduism after taking birth in a Muslim family.
The only atonement for such a sin is capital punishment.”

The sinful king agreed with the atheistic Kazi and ordered
his soldiers to have Srila Haridasa Thakura dragged and beaten
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in twenty-two marketplaces. The cruel guards caught hold of
Srila Haridasa Thakura, and in great anger dragged him from
one marketplace to the next, brutally beating him in each one.
Those who bear malice against Vaisnavas quickly become filled
with sin. The atheistic Kazi and the king who acted on the
KazT's advice committed a grave offense against Srila Haridasa
Thakura, and were thus the most wretched of offenders. Those
servants of the king, who, on his and the Kazi’s order, caught
Srila Haridasa Thakura and beat him, also became wicked due
to their fault of associating with sinners. Yet, even while the
guards were thrashing Srila Haridasa Thakura, he remained in
total bliss, absorbed in meditating on Sri Krsna and chanting
harinama. Because he was immersed in nama-rasa, Srila
Haridasa Thakura did not experience even the slightest bit
of difficulty. The contented Srila Haridasa Thakura, who had
fully absorbed his mind in Sri Krsna, was totally oblivious to
external distress and happiness, and complied with the desires
of those cruel men.

Seeing Srila Haridasa Thakura being beaten so brutally
by the cruel guards, those possessing some devotion became
extremely disturbed and heartbroken. Some people cried and
said, “This kingdom will soon be destroyed because such a
great saint is being so mercilessly beaten here without any
reason.” Some people, distraught by the yavanas’ ill-treatment
of Srila Haridasa Thakura, cursed the Kazi and the king, while
others made plans to attack the guards beating Srila Haridasa
Thakura. Some people begged the soldiers to be merciful and
spare Srila Haridasa Thakura’s life, while others ran and fell at
the feet of the guards, crying, “O brothers! Please beat him a
little more gently. We will give you a large sum of money.”

Yet, even after hearing the pleas of these people, the hearts
of those cruel, hateful sinners, who were malicious toward
devotees, did not melt even a little. On the contrary, they
angrily beat Srila Haridasa Thakura with even more force.
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By the mercy of Sri Krsna, Srila Haridasa Thakura did not
feel even the slightest pain from the guards’ brutal beating. It
was similar to how no harm came to Prahlada when, on the
order of the demon Hiranyakasipu, he was tormented in many
ways by demons.

Such tolerance is naturally inherent in great devotees. They
are so deeply absorbed in the Lord’s service that they are not
disturbed by the cruelty of the inhabitants of this world who are
averse to Bhagavan. It is for this reason that Sri Gaurasundara
has mentioned in His Sri Siksastaka that only one who is even
more tolerant than a tree can perform harinama-sankirtana;
others cannot. If a spiritual practitioner has no tolerance, then
he cannot perform hari-kirtana. In this world, people who are
inimical to the Lord have causelessly and repeatedly attacked
the propagators of the Truth, who are engaged in hari-kirtana
and who bestow all kinds of auspiciousness. They make all
sorts of evil attempts to close such preachers’ mouths, which
are intent on chanting hari-kirtana. Intoxicated by the liquor
of pride in their birth, caste, wealth, and mundane scholarship,
the society of those opposed to the Supreme Lord relentlessly
and laboriously endeavors to obstruct the only truthful reality,
$11 hari-sankirtana.

CONCERN FOR HIS ATTACKERS

Simply by the smarana (remembrance of the Lord) of
Srila Haridasa Thakura, who was truth personified, the
most terrible sufferings were automatically dispelled. What
disturbance could these sufferings possibly bring him? He
was thus completely unaffected by the guards’ fearsome blows
and instead worried for their fate. This is quite befitting,
since saintly people feel agony in their hearts for those great
offenders (aparadhis) who act against the devotees of the Lord.
They consider such pitiful offenders to be in the greatest need
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of welfare and deliverance. The same quality could also be
observed in Jesus Christ and in Muhammad.

Srila Haridasa Thakura was worried. “Bhagavan will never
forgive these guards for beating me,” he thought. “What will
be their destination?” His heart began to melt, and he prayed,
“O Sri Krsna, please forgive them. Please do not punish them
because of me.”

Although Srila Haridasa Thakura prayed to Bhagavan for
the welfare of those merciless soldiers, they ruthlessly beat him
while dragging him from one marketplace to the next. With
a desire to kill him, their anger increased at every moment,
and their beating of him was horrific. But, even after beating
him relentlessly, they saw no sign of distress on Srila Haridasa
Thakura’s face.

Upon seeing their demoniac endeavors utterly defeated,
the guards discussed the situation among themselves. “Can
any human possibly survive such a brutal beating? We have
previously beaten many others like this, but they died after
just one marketplace or, in some cases, two. Yet, today we
dragged him into twenty-two marketplaces. Not only that,
instead of dying, he is blissful. There is not even the slightest
hint of distress or pain on his face. In fact, he is smiling! He
must certainly be some kind of zinda-pir’ (an empowered soul
equipped with divine mystical powers).”

After deliberating in this way, they said, “O Haridasa, today
all of us will be doomed because of you. When the Kazi hears
that you did not die even after being beaten so much, he will
surely kill us in a rage.”

HE WILLFULLY STOPS BREATHING

Srila Haridasa Thakura is free of envy. Although the guards
who beat him were verily the followers of demons, to protect

3 Persian for living [Muslim] saint.’
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them from the imminent rage of the cruel Kazi, he assured
them that no harm would come to them and, smiling, said,
“If inauspiciousness will befall you by my staying alive, then
I will die just now.”

Saying this, Srila Haridasa Thakura became so completely
absorbed in the remembrance of Sri Krsna that his body grew
inert, so much so that even his breathing stopped. The soldiers
were left astonished. They then lifted him and dumped his
body by the king’s door.

When the king saw Srila Haridasa Thakura’s unconscious
body, he ordered, “Go and put it in a grave.”

Hearing this, the Kazi said, “If we bury him in a tomb, he
will attain a higher destination. After many births he had the
good fortune to take birth in a Muslim family, yet he committed
the most abominable act of adopting Hinduism. Because of
this, it would be appropriate to throw his body in the Ganga,
so that his ruh (soul) will writhe there for eternity.”

Although all the yavanas heeded the order of the Kazi and
tried to lift the body of Srila Haridasa Thakura to throw it in
the Ganga, he could not be moved. While he was enraptured
in his blissful trance, Sri Visvambhara [the maintainer of all
living entities] entered his body. With Sri Visvambhara situated
there, who had the power to move Srila Haridasa Thakura?
The mighty yavanas tried to push the body of Srila Haridasa
Thakura from all sides, but he continued to lie motionless,
like a pillar. Srila Haridasa Thakura was entirely unaware of
the external world, due to being fully immersed in the ocean
of remembrance of Sri Krsna. He did not even know where his
body was — in outer space, on Earth, or in the Ganga. He always
carried the Lord in his heart. His absorption was like that of
Prahlada Maharaja, who also had no awareness of the external
world, due to being ever submerged in the remembrance of
Sri Bhagavan. This kind of rapture was not unusual for Srila
Haridasa Thakura.
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THE POWER OF NAMA-BHAJANA

In reality, no one was capable of even touching the body of
Srila Haridasa Thakura, but in order to instruct to the world the
topmost ideal of tolerance, he accepted the terribly cruel beating
of the yavanas, just as Sri Hanuman was voluntarily bound by
the brahmastra weapon sent by Indrajit, in order to maintain
everyone’s respect for it. By this, Srila Haridasa Thakura also
showed that although those averse to bhakti — the anyabhilasis
(those with desires other than to serve Krsna), the karmis, and
the mayavadis — may perform many outrageous acts against a
devotee, the devotee never gives up his nama-bhajana. If a person
takes shelter of harinama with resolute determination, then no
one in this world has the power to cause him harm. Sri Nama
Prabhu will Himself certainly protect him. For these reasons,
when Srila Haridasa Thakura returned somewhat to external
consciousness, he allowed the yavanas to do as they desired.
Otherwise, who could throw someone like Srila Haridasa
Thakura, whose protector is Sri Govinda Himself, in the Ganga?

satya satya haridasa—jagat-isvara
caitanya-candrera maha-mukhya anucara
Sri Caitanya-bhagavata (Adi-khanda 16.142)

It is certain that Srila Haridasa Thakura is one of the greatest
followers of Sr1 Caitanya-candra, the Lord of this universe.

The yavanas had been unable to move Srila Haridasa
Thakura’s body even an inch, though they had tried to do so
in many ways. They became astonished that they were now
able to move his body effortlessly, and they threw his body
in the Ganga. As he was carried away by the river’s current,
he drowned in the ocean of krsna-prema. After some time,
by the Supreme Lord’s desire, Srila Haridasa Thakura fully
returned to his senses. In other words, he regained external
consciousness after fainting in prema. In supreme bliss, he
reached the bank of the Ganga and then, while loudly chanting
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the holy name, walked to the village of Phuliya. There was not
even a single bruise visible on his body. Moreover, his body
was even more effulgent than before. People could not believe
their eyes when they saw that Srila Haridasa Thakura was still
alive, even though it seemed he had been beaten to death and
thrown in the Ganga by the yavanas. The news spread like
wildfire. Seeing his astonishing power, the yavanas’ intentions
to harm him left their hearts, and their minds became free
of contamination. Whoever offered pranama at his feet with
reverence and humility, understanding him to be a liberated
soul, became free from the conditioning of material life.

THE KING PRAYS AT HIS FEET

When the news of Srila Haridasa Thakura’s apparent
resurrection reached the king, he came running and fell at the
feet of Haridasa Thakura to beg forgiveness.

“You are truly a maha-pir (perfected soul),” said the king.
“The yogis and jianis only profess to be perfected souls, but
you have actually achieved perfection. I have come here only
to receive your darsana. Please be merciful and forgive all my
offenses. To you, both friends and enemies are equal. Not to
speak of me, nobody in this universe has the power to know
you. I am just an insignificant human. Without understanding
your glories, I have committed a heinous offense at your feet.
Now you can stay on the bank of the Ganga, in a secluded cave
or anywhere, according to your desire. You may do whatever you
like; no one will create any obstacle for you. Please bestow your
merciful glance upon me and forgive the unpardonable offenses
committed by this extremely sinful and abominable being.”

How astonishing are the supramundane glories of the
paramahamsa maha-bhagavata* Vaisnava Thakura! The king
had been completely devoid of bhakti and filled with animosity
towards Srila Haridasa Thakura. Controlled by vehement anger,

4 Topmost, swan-like devotee of the Lord.
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he had ordered his soldiers to bring Srila Haridasa Thakura
in front of him and punish him brutally. But in the end, that
very same atrociously sinful person, who had been completely
opposed to Sti Visnu and the Vaisnavas, became astonished and
charmed upon seeing the brilliant epitome of forgiveness and
tolerance shown by Srila Haridasa Thakura. The king began to
worship Srila Haridasa Thakura’s lotus feet, understanding him
to be a mahdpurusa sent by the Supreme Lord. Not only that,
but that atheistic maha-aparadhi, burning in the fire of remorse,
begged forgiveness for his offenses. He even felt compelled to
offer prayers at the lotus feet of Srila Haridasa Thakura.

After showering his mercy on the king and other Muslims,
Srila Haridasa Thakura, while loudly chanting harinama, arrived
in the assembly of brahmanas in Phuliya. Influenced by the
narrow-minded sectarian views and animosity toward bhakti
prevalent in society at that time, some so-called brahmanas
had not accepted Srila Haridasa Thakura as a pure devotee.
After hearing of his extraordinary and astonishing potency,
however, the dignified brahmanas now accepted him as such.
As soon as they had darsana of him, they joyfully broke out
into an uproarious kirtana. Upon hearing hari-kirtana, Srila
Haridasa Thakura danced exuberantly. His transcendental form
manifested symptoms of ecstasy (asta-sattvika-bhava), such as the
shedding of tears and horripilation, as well as laughter, fainting,
and roaring. Immersed in prema-rasa, Srila Haridasa Thakura
sometimes fell to the ground. The brahmanas were enraptured.
After some time, Srila Haridasa Thakura composed himself and
sat down and the brahmanas also sat, surrounding him on all sides.

HE ACCEPTS THE YAVANAS’ PERSECUTION

OF HIM AS A GIFT FROM BHAGAVAN

Srila Haridasa Thakura considered himself to be an
ordinary living entity bound by the reactions to his previous
karma (action). In great humility he said, “O respectable
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brahmanas, please do not feel sorry about the punishment I
had to face. In reality, I received this punishment from the Lord
Himself, as the fruit of a frightful offense: hearing criticism of
Him. It was Bhagavan’s special mercy to forgive me and give
me such a small punishment. Otherwise, I would have received
the due punishment for hearing blasphemy of the Lord, which
is residence in the hell named Kumbhipaka. The Lord gave me
a fitting punishment for my offense, so that I shall never repeat
the same mistake again.”

Om visnupada Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Gosvami
Prabhupada has clarified the above statements of Srila Haridasa
Thakura in his Gaudiya-bhasya of Sri Caitanya-bhagavata
(Adi-khanda 16.166):

(Srila Haridasa Thakura thought to himself,) “It is due
to the faults of my previous misdeeds and to my aversion
to Bhagavan that I faced the punishment of having to hear
words that opposed Him. While following the dharma of
tolerance, I did not appropriately counter the piercing words
of atheistic people, and that is why Bhagavan has punished
me in this way.”

Bhagavan issues severe punishment to those who, in the
name of tolerance, do not attempt to defeat the statements of
those who blaspheme Him and His devotees.

Even after hearing the criticism of Hari, Guru, and
Vaisnavas, the members of the prakrta-sahajiya sampradaya’
try to pass off their detestable duplicity as Vaisnava etiquette.
For this reason, they will certainly attain a ghastly, contemptible
destination.

Srila Haridasa Thakura certainly exemplified the top-
most ideal of the dharma of tolerance, but the hypocritical
prakrta-sahajiyas try to artificially imitate Srila Haridasa
Thakura’s tolerance, and thus they receive many different
types of suffering.

5 Those who understand the transcendental pastimes of the Supreme Lord to
be mundane and think that transcendental truth is attained by material practice.
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Maha-bhagavata paramaharisa Vaisnavas naturally possess
a heart that is free of all criticism and so on. They do not
pay even the slightest heed to the criticism, glorification,
idle talks, gossip, and other discussions indulged in by
others. However, when prakrta-sahajiyas attempt to imitate
such maha-bhagavata Vaisnavas, having not reached that
advanced stage, their conduct can only be called abhorrent
and deceitful. For this they must certainly suffer. In order
to make the duplicitous prakrta-sahajiyas understand
this point, Srila Haridasa Thakura brought up the matter
of karmic reactions as suffered by ordinary persons. The
prakrta-sahajiyas are subject to the reactions of their actions,
but Srila Haridasa Thakura, who is the crest-jewel among
liberated souls and forever engaged in chanting harinama,
is not bound by such reactions. Srila Rapa Gosvami has
addressed this point in the fourth verse of Sri Namastaka:

yad-brahma-saksat-krti-nisthayapi
vind$am ayati vina na bhogaih

apaiti nama! sphuranena tat te
prarabdha-karmeti virauti vedah

Without undergoing any suffering, a devotee’s prarabdha-
karma (fructifying reactions to previous acts) cannot be
eliminated, even by resolute meditation on impersonal
brahma. However, O Master, such karma is at once
uprooted by Your appearance as §ri nama on the tip of
his tongue [in the form of namabhdsa, a semblance of the
pure holy name]. The Vedas also loudly declare this fact.

[In his Gaudiya-bhasya of Sri Caitanya-bhagavata (Adi-
khanda 16.167, 168, 169, and 171), Srila Prabhupada further
states:|

That foolish person who, misinterpreting the real import
of the verse of Sri Siksastaka beginning taror api sahisnund,
feigns politeness and tolerance upon hearing the blasphemy
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of Visnu and Vaisnavas and poses as being elevated and
liberal in valor, should be understood as undergoing the
reactions of a grave offense.

The endeavors one makes with the senses to receive
the gratification of collecting material prestige should not
be mistaken for hari-bhajana. Therefore, jagad-guru Srila
Haridasa Thakura, in targeting the great fault of the foolish
prakrta-sahajiyas, who make a show of deceitful humility,
instructed the whole world by humbly saying, “It would
have been befitting if Hari, Guru, and Vaisnavas were to
punish me, a great offender, who did nothing to confront
blasphemy against them, with a more severe punishment.
However, Bhagavan is supremely merciful; He freed me
from this offense through the tiny punishment of being
brutally assaulted by the guards. By doing so, He has only
demonstrated His great amandodaya-daya®, which has left
me feeling extremely happy and satisfied. I twisted the
meaning and purport of the verse beginning tat te ‘nukampam
mentioned in Srimad-Bhagavatam (10.14.8),” which is why
I did not protest. This was my grave offense.

It is mentioned in the scriptures that he who does not
protest upon hearing the criticism of Bhagavan is an atheist
who must go to the exceedingly torturous hell named
Kumbhipaka.

With the intention of teaching the prakrta-sahajiya
sampradaya practicing this [gross misinterpretation of the
term ‘humility;’] Srila Haridasa Thakura said, “From now on,
I will never hear the blasphemy of Visnu and the Vaisnavas
while priding myself as a Vaisnava under the cover of trnad

6 Compassion that is amanda, or never causing inauspiciousness.

7 “One who accepts as Your mercy the results of his own actions as well as
the happiness and distress of his prarabdha-karma, who endures them with
an undisturbed mind, and who maintains his life by offering himself unto
You by body, mind, and words, is eligible to attain Your lotus feet, which are
the shelter of liberation” (Srimad-Bhagavatam 10.14.8).
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api sunicena® and the veneer of taror api sahisnuna®. 1 have
received a suitable lesson. Bhagavan is supremely merciful;
He taught me by giving me an insignificant punishment for
my grave offense.”

Unfortunately, the members of the prakrta-sahajiya
sampraddya, who are offenders of the holy name (nama-
aparadhis), fail to understand the real purport and essence
of these statements by Srila Haridasa Thakura.

After some days, the atheistic yavanas met with the
same miserable condition that all tyrants receive as a result
of bearing hostility toward the Vaisnavas. It is said in Skanda
Purana:

hanti nindati vai dvesti
vaisnavan nabhinandati

krudhyate yati no harsam
darsane patanani sat

One falls down to a degraded position by these six
types of vaisnava-aparadha — to kill a Vaisnava, to
slander him, to bear malice against him, to fail to
welcome or please him, to display anger toward him,
and to not feel happiness upon seeing him.

In accordance with this infallible ruling of scriptures,
those yavanas [who neither begged forgiveness nor
repented] contracted ghastly diseases, such as tuberculosis
and cholera, and were destroyed, along with their families.

8 From the third verse of S11 Siksastaka, meaning ‘more humble than a
blade of grass.’

9 Also from the third verse of Sri Siksastaka, meaning ‘more tolerant than
a tree.
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CHAPTER EIGHT

THE POISONOUS SNAKE

Srila Haridasa Thakura resided alone in a cave on the bank of
the Ganga, meditating on Sri Krsna. Chanting throughout
the day and night, he would complete three lakhs of nama
(300,000 names). That venerable, great soul was the spiritual
master of the entire universe and a crest-jewel in the liberated
Vaisnava dacarya lineage. He performed kirtana and sravana of
Sri Krsna’s name with realization of the non-difference between
Sri Krsna, the possessor of the name (nami-krsna), and His holy
name (nama), form (riipa), qualities (guna), speciality of His
associates (parikara-vaisistya), and pastimes (lila). Through this,
he taught the people of this world how to remember Sr1 Krsna’s
transcendental pastimes.

There are those who, with an impure and lustful heart
that is seized by longing for worldly pleasures, give up hearing
and audibly chanting $ri nama without offense. Instead they
put on an artificial display of meditating on the transcen-
dental pastimes of Sri Radha-Krsna (lila-smarana). They
do this to satisfy their material senses. Their imitative lila-
smarana is contrary to the service of the Lord and is therefore
nothing but an expression of their thirst for sensual enjoy-
ment.
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By the influence of Srila Haridasa Thakura’s bhajana, his
cave became like Vaikuntha in the spiritual world. Our acaryas
have written:

je-dina grhe, bhajana dekhi,
grhete goloka bhaya

[My home is transformed into Goloka Vrndavana when I
see bhajana of Sri Radha-Krsna being performed there.]

While considering the import of these words, it is important
to understand that the cave in which namacarya Thakura
Mahasaya sat while loudly chanting the supramundane syllables
of $11 harinama, was equivalent to Vaikuntha-dhama, which is the
pastime place of nami-krsna, the embodiment of the transcen-
dental name. The heart of Srila Haridasa Thakura, the topmost
preacher, is composed of pure goodness (suddha-sattva).

An enormous, frightening snake lived within that cave.
Its poisonous fumes were so pungent that anyone who came
to hear the instructions of Srila Haridasa Thakura or have his
darsana could not bear them, and felt severe burning on their
body. They could not remain in the cave for long, but Srila
Haridasa Thakura was completely oblivious to the fumes.

All the brahmanas assembled in an effort to determine why
entering this cave burned them so.

In that village lived a physician with a sound knowledge
of poisons. When brahmanas brought him to the cave, he
immediately understood the cause. “An extremely poisonous
snake lives here,” he said. “This intense burning is caused by
its poisonous fumes.”

Upon hearing this, those present said to Srila Haridasa
Thakura, “Haridasaji! This cave is inhabited by a most terrible,
poisonous snake. Its fumes alone cause searing, intolerable
pain. The snake is so dangerous that this cave is not a suitable
place for your residence; it may harm you at any time. It would
be better for you to stay elsewhere.”
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Srila Haridasa Thakura, who possessed one-pointed faith
in $r1 nama, did not want to harm the snake. “I have been living
in this cave for quite some time,” he said, “and as of yet, I have
never experienced any such burning on my body. Although I
have never felt inconvenienced by the snake’s poison, it is a
matter of distress that you are all unable to tolerate it. Therefore,
if all of you want me to leave this cave, then for your welfare
and satisfaction I declare this: if a great poisonous snake truly
resides in this cave, and if it has not left by tomorrow, I will
certainly leave this place myself. All of you please be peaceful,
and without fear, chant the glories of the Supreme Lord."”

Everyone became calm and began to sing the glories of Sri
Krsna with one-pointed concentration.

Those people, who had firm belief in the words of Srila
Haridasa Thakura, were now devoid of fear. As they drank
through the cups of their ears the all-auspicious narrations
about Sri Krsna emanating from his lotus mouth, they became
immersed in sheer ecstasy. At that moment, an astonishing
event took place. Upon hearing Srila Haridasa Thakura say
that he would leave the next day, that most marvelous and
frightening snake, with stripes of yellow, white, and blue and its
hood glittering with a brilliant jewel, decided to leave instead.
Right before everyone’s eyes, it slowly slithered out of its hole
and away from the cave. The sight of it filled those present with
fear, and they chanted, “Krsna, Krsna!”

As the snake left the cave, the burning poison it emitted
left with it.

1 Srila Prabhupada has mentioned in his Gaudiya-bhasya on Sri Caitanya-
bhagavata (Adi-khanda 16.186-188): After hearing the words of Srila
Haridasa Thakura, one is reminded of the words spoken by Srila Pariksit
Maharaja to countless rdjarsis, maharsis, devarsis, and brahmarsis: “There
is no harm if the snake bird, Taksaka, sent by the son of the brahmana Srngi,
comes and bites me, but you should give up all kinds of mundane talks,
which are opposed [to devotion] to Krsna, and spend every moment reciting
topics related to Him.”
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Witnessing the fearsome snake leaving the cave by Srila
Haridasa Thakura’s mystical potency and magnanimity, even
those brahmanas who revered yogic powers, and who were
antagonistic towards krsna-bhakti now developed strong faith
in him. These ancestral brahmanas, who were bound by their
karma and due to be punished by Yama, had considered Srila
Haridasa Thakura’s birth in a yavana family to be like that of
ordinary living entities taking birth in low-class families: the
result of their past misdeeds. They thus thought, “This person
is inferior to us pious brahmanas.”

Now, however, having seen the glory of Srila Haridasa
Thakura that day, they began to regard him as the topmost
brahmana.

It is not astonishing that this snake left the cave by
Srila Haridasa Thakura’s influence. After all, Srila Haridasa
Thakura’s mere glance undoes the shackles of ignorance, and
even Bhagavan Himself never acts in opposition to his words.

In reality, the only people who meet their demise through
snakebite are those who cause distress to other living entities,
are averse to Sri Hari, materially engrossed, and given to
harming others. Maha-bhagavata Vaisnavas like Srila Haridasa
Thakura, however, possess such immense potency that even
the most fearsome of poisonous snakes cause them no fear
or disturbance. In fact, such snakes obediently follow their
orders, which are beneficial for all.

Only those souls who have received the mercy of Srila
Haridasa Thakura can become free from offenses. Under the
shelter of suddha-nama, they are able to devote themselves to
the service of Sri Hari at every moment. It is then that their
ignorance — the cause of their desire to enjoy — is destroyed
at the root. Even Bhagavan comes under the control of such
people by the power of the mercy of Srila Haridasa Thakura
and service to him.
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CHAPTER NINE

THE KING OF SERPENTS GLORIFIES
SRTLA HARIDASA THAKURA

One day, a snake charmer visited a rich man’s house.
Immediately upon being ‘bitten’ by the fangless snake
he chanted mantras. Under the influence of those mantras,
he became possessed by the presiding deity of serpents, naga-
raja Vasuki. Due to the powerful effect of the mantras and his
associates’” singing and playing of mrdanga and cymbals, all
present became mesmerized.

By the will of providence, Srila Haridasa Thakura arrived
at the scene. He stood to the side and watched the spectacle.
Naga-raja Vasuki himself — that is, the devotee of Sri Visnu,
Ananta Sesa — was situated in the snake charmer’s body by the
power of the mantras. Before everyone’s eyes, Vasuki began
to dance freely through the snake charmer, in the manner of
Sri Krsna, the master of all arts, when He climbed atop the
serpent Kaliya in Kaliya-daha and performed the tandava nrtya
(a frenzied and vigorous dance). The snake charmer also sang
a song describing how Sri Krsna bestowed mercy upon the evil
serpent Kaliya, on the pretext of punishing him.

Hearing the song about Sri Krsna’s mercy from the
mouth of the snake charmer, Srila Haridasa Thakura became
entranced. He attained a state of internal absorption and fell

71



NAMACARYA HARIDASA THAKURA

unconscious, showing no signs of life, not even breathing.
When he returned to consciousness after some time, he roared
loudly and began to dance in ecstasy. Seeing maha-bhagavata
Vaisnava Thakura Sri Haridasa dancing absorbed in krsna-
prema, the snake charmer respectfully stood some distance
away and faithfully watched.

As Srila Haridasa Thakura became completely absorbed in
love for Sri Krsna, his body showed transcendental symptoms
such as trembling, horripilation, and the shedding of tears.
While hearing and remembering the incomparable compassion
that Sri Krsna bestowed on Kaliya, who was the cruelest of
those in the wicked snake dynasty, Srila Haridasa Thakura
began to roll on the ground and loudly wail.

As they watched the dancing of Srila Haridasa Thakura,
who was absorbed in prema, the snake charmer and his
associates sang that song again and again. For some time Srila
Haridasa Thakura remained completely absorbed [lying inert].
Eventually the snake charmer again resumed his dancing. The
people standing there were delighted to watch Srila Haridasa
Thakura’s dance and ecstatic moods. Everyone collected dust
from wherever Srila Haridasa Thakura’s feet had touched the
ground, and faithfully smeared it on their bodies.

Seeing everyone smearing Srila Haridasa Thakura’s foot-
dust on their bodies, a wicked-minded pseudo-brahmana, who
considered the unworldly moods, actions, and mannerisms of
Vaisnava Thakura to be ordinary, wanted to mimic them.

That fallen brahmana thought to himself, “Because of their
blind faith, when common foolish people witness a person’s
ordinary dancing and singing, they revere him. These people
are offering Haridasa excessive respect and prestige upon
seeing his commonplace display of a few emotions. He is not
even a Hindu by birth! I am a highborn Hindu brahmana, so
I cannot estimate how much fame, adoration, and prestige
I would receive if 1 danced about like an actor, deceitfully
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imitating the mannerisms and the eight transcendental ecstatic
transformations exhibited by the Vaisnava Thakura.”

Thinking in this way, the atheistic, sanctimonious prakrta-
sahajiya suddenly began to tremble and then fell to the ground,
feigning unconsciousness.

Understanding the imposter’s duplicity, the snake charmer
angrily beat him with a cane. He mercilessly and unremittingly
lashed the atheist’s head, arms, legs, and so on. For some time,
the imposter tolerated the beating, the snake charmer being in
no mood to stop. When the imposter could no longer endure
the thrashing, he jumped up and fled, screaming, “O Father!
O Mother! I am being killed!”

The carefree snake charmer then resumed his joyful
dancing. The spectators, however, were left utterly astonished.
With folded hands they asked him, “O snake charmer, when
Haridasa Thakura fainted in ecstatic rapture after his dance,
you stood to the side with folded hands. When this brahmana
was in the very same state, why did you beat him so ruthlessly?”

Hearing the people’s question, Ananta Sesa, who was
situated in the snake charmer’s body, began to speak through
him: “The answer to your question is extremely confidential.
Although it should not be disclosed, I will tell you. When you
saw Srila Haridasa Thakura dancing in ecstasy, you reverentially
smeared the dust of his feet on your body. Upon seeing this,
the deceitful brahmana made a drama of falling unconscious,
hoping to gain prestige. Srila Haridasa Thakura is free from
duplicity and by nature is a loving, pure devotee of the Lord.
But this degraded brahmana is an abominable prakrta-sahajiya.
It was only with a desire to rival a pure and sincere devotee
that he mimicked Srila Haridasa Thakura. His only motivation
was to acquire cheap worldly fame from ignorant people. He
mimicked this maha-bhagavata Vaisnava Thakura for these
reasons, and also out of hatred and envy. Therefore, I have
appropriately punished him.”
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PURE VAISNAVAS DANCE
TO DELIGHT SRT KRSNA'S SENSES

Sri Srimad Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Gosvami Prabhupada
writes in his Anubhasya of Sri Caitanya-bhagavata (Adi-khanda
16.228-231):

Like this degraded brahmana, other deceitful, atheistic
people cheat the public by displaying an artificial reflection
of a semblence of spiritual emotion, in order to be seen
as a great devotee. Those who imitate the transcendental
activities of a maha-bhagavata Vaisnava while desiring the
worldly prestige of being a ‘bhakta’, lack any tendency to
serve the lotus feet of Bhagavan. They dress themselves as
devotees of Krsna and cheat people only to gratify their own
mundane senses. Krsna-bhakti, which is free from deceit,
does not exist wherever the symptoms of such sanctimonious
hypocrites (baka-dharmi) and those who make an external
display of religiousness (dharma-dhvajis) are found. Pride,
cheating, and all extraneous motives unrelated to the service
of Krsna are found wherever such faults are present.

Watching the dancing of the Lord’s pure devotees, which is
saturated with krsna-prema, unbinds one from this material
realm. On the other hand, watching the feigned activities
and mannerisms of prakrta-sahajiyas greatly increases the
miseries of material bondage. Pure Vaisnavas dance to delight
Sri Krsna’s senses. A non-duplicitous mood of a Vaisnava
is bound to arise in one who witnesses such dancing. In
contrast, the detestable endeavors of impostors produce only
inauspicious results. When Srila Haridasa Thakura exhibits
transcendental dancing pastimes (nrtya-lila), Sri Krsna and His
associates come under the control of his non-duplicitous love
and dance with him. Darsana of that transcendental dancing
frees the most fortunate living entities of this world from sins
accumulated over many lifetimes. They become purified,
having acquired bhakti-unmukhi-sukrti (spiritual merit that
leads to bhakti). Such dancing even purifies the entire universe.
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THE PURPOSE OF HIS LOW BIRTH

Vasuki continued, “He is truly a servant of Sri Hari, and
thus his name is Srila Haridasa. Sri Krsnacandra eternally
resides in his heart. Srila Haridasa Thakura is endowed with
tender affection for all living entities — be they moving or non-
moving, and he acts for their welfare. Whenever Bhagavan
descends to this material world, Srila Haridasa Thakura
descends with Him. For this very reason, He is an eternal
associate of the Lord. As such, Srila Haridasa Thakura has
never committed any offense toward Sri Visnu or the Vaisnavas.
Unlike the ordinary men of this world, he never deviates from
his service to Sri Krsna, even in his dreams.”

tilarddha thana sanga je-jivera haya
se avasya paya krsna-pada-padmasraya

brahma-sivo haridasa-hena bhakta-sanga
niravadhi karite cittera bada ranga

jati, kula, saba—nirarthaka bujhaite
janmilena nica-kule prabhura ajnate

‘adhama-kulete jadi visnu-bhakta haya
tathapi se-i se piijya—sarva-sastre kaya

uttama-kulete janmi’ $ri-krsna na bhaje
kule ta’ra ki karibe, narakete maje

ei saba veda-vakyera saksi dekhdite
janmilena hariddsa adhama-kulete

prahlada je-hena daitya, kapi hanumana
ei-mata haridasa nica-jati nama

haridasa-sparsa varnicha kare deva-gana
ganga o varnichena haridasera majjana
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sparsera ki daya, dekhilei haridasa
chinde’ sarva-jivera anadi karma-pasa

haridasa asraya karibe jei jana
ta’ne dekhile o khande’ samsara-bandhana

Sr1 Caitanya-bhagavata (Adi-khanda 16.235-244)

“If, by the fruit of great fortune amassed over many lifetimes,
a soul attains Srila Haridasa Thakura’s association, even for
less than a fraction of a moment, he is sure to attain the
shelter of Bhagavan’s lotus feet.

“Even the demigods headed by Brahma and Siva yearn to
be blessed by the association of maha-bhagavata devotees
like Srila Haridasa Thakura.

“Due to the results of pious or impious activities, conditioned
souls take birth in higher or lower species of life. Their
birth-class simply indicates the fruits of their karma. From
a spiritual point of view, the prestige of caste or ancestry has
no value. To exemplify this fundamental truth, Srila Haridasa
Thakura appeared in a yavana family by the will of the all-
auspicious Lord.

““If one who has taken birth in a low-class family performs
bhajana of Lord Visnu, he is worthy of worship.” Indeed, all
the Vaisnava scriptures say this.

“If one has taken birth in a high-class family as a result of his
pious karma, but fails to worship Sri Krsna, he is sure to fall
down to hell. His high birth cannot save him.

“To demonstrate the truth of these Vedic statements, Srila
Haridasa Thakura took birth in a low-class family.

“By the desire of the Lord, Srila Haridasa appeared in a lowly
yavana family. Similarly, Sri Prahlada took birth in a family of
demons hostile toward Visnu, and $ri Hanuman took birth in
the animal species. Generally, men desire to become purified
by touching the demigods or taking bath in the Ganga. But
the demigods headed by Brahma and even the supremely pure



9 — The King of Serpents Glorifies Srila Haridasa Thakura

Bhagavati Ganga, who emanates from the lotus feet of Lord
Visnu, desire to be blessed by the touch of maha-bhagavata
paramaharisa vaisnava-acarya Srila Haridasa Thakura, who is
the representative of all the demigods.

“To say nothing of touching Srila Haridasa Thakura, a living
entity’s bondage, born of ignorance since time immemorial, is
cut to pieces simply by seeing him.

“Just by seeing those devotees who have taken shelter of
namacarya Srila Haridasa as their spiritual master, a condi-
tioned soul is released from material bondage.

“You are all most fortunate, for your inquiries allowed me
to extol some of the glories of a devotee of the Supreme Lord.
If T were to sing the glories of the transcendental qualities of
Srila Haridasa Thakura with hundreds of mouths for hundreds
of years, I still would not find their end.

“I assure you that a person who even once utters the name
of the venerable Vaisnava Srila Haridasa Thakura attains the
abode of Sri Krsna.”

Having spoken thus, the king of snakes [speaking through
the snake charmer] fell silent. Having heard the glories of Srila
Haridasa Thakura, everyone became extremely pleased.
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CHAPTER TEN

THE PLIGHT OF THE FAITHLESS
IN SRTLA HARIDASA THAKURA’S TIME

Materialists are always oblivious to Sri Hari. Somehow or
other they remain very far away from bhakti, which aims
at remembrance of St Hari, and are instead mad to gratify their
material senses. Even during Srila Haridasa Thakura’s time,
people were bewildered by maya and exceedingly obsessed with
satisfying their senses; therefore, they had become completely
devoid of devotion to Lord Visnu. Although the scriptures sing
about the limitless glories of the holy name, atheistic people
would not bother to study them. Nobody could understand
why Srila Haridasa Thakura performed harinama-sankirtana or
what his motive was. This is because Sri Gaurasundara had not
yet begun propagating bhakti in the form of love for chanting
Krsna’s name (krsna-nama-prema) in this world.

Due to the absence of hari-katha and kirtana, people had
become devoid of devotion to Sri Visnu, and were therefore
unable to understand the exalted position of Vaisnavas. Thus
they envied the Vaisnavas, disregarding and ridiculing them.

Avoiding the association of such envious people, all the
devotees would meet in a secluded place and perform harinama-
sankirtana. The atheistic miscreants, knowing nothing of
bhagavad-bhakti, could not tolerate this. They would furiously
ridicule them, saying, “All these brahmanas who loudly perform
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harinama-kirtana are sentimentalists and employ many deceptive
tricks to fill their bellies and earn their livelihood. O brothers,
the way these hypocrites loudly perform kirtana of Bhagavan’s
names is against the verdict of the scriptures. They only make
a show of a religious performance to fill their bellies. A terrible
famine will consequently befall our country. These people
will only bring misfortune to the world by introducing such a
practice of begging.”

Some godless smartas would say, “It is now Caturmasya,
when Bhagavan rests for four months. But these hypocrites
are still screaming out His name. Is this appropriate? If their
shouting interrupts the Lord’s rest, then He will certainly become
angry. His anger will lead to famine; there’s no doubt about it.”

Hearing this, others would angrily say, “If at any time we
lack grains or if the cost of food increases, then we will catch
those people and give them a good beating.”

Someone with a little knowledge of Ekadasi said, “It is
written in the scriptures that on the day of Ekadasi one should
stay awake the whole night and perform the Lord’s kirtana. But
what is the need to do such loud kirtana on all other days?”

These evil-minded people thought, “There is no use in
loudly calling out the Lord’s name over and over again. Since
the living entities are bound by the fruits of their action (karma),
and because the Lord is also subservient to the laws of karma,
the conditioned living entities only increase their bile secretion
by calling out the name of the Lord.”

In this way, those who were neither devotees nor entirely
atheistic put forth such useless statements. When any of these
statements reached the ears of the Vaisnavas, they would
feel aggrieved. Nonetheless, they did not give up performing
harinama-sankirtana.

Ulterior desires and the practices of karma (reward seeking
activity), yoga (persuit of mystic power), or jiiana (philosophical
speculation) harbor deceit. Neither such pretense of service to
the Lord nor a direct act against Him can ever be called bhakti.
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However, the people of that time were greatly taken by such anti-
devotional considerations. The conditioned souls’ physical and
mental propensities deter them from the path of pure bhakti,
thereby concealing her glories even as they blaze before them.

THE VAISNAVAS’ EVERY ACT
BRINGS AUSPICIOUSNESS TO THIS WORLD

Such false accusations against the Lord’s devotees never
bring the living entities auspiciousness; rather, they lead them
to hell. Through kirtana, the devotees render Bhagavan the
highest service. It is not that Vaisnavas, out of laziness, become
greedy for the hard-earned money of ordinary people; they do
not enjoy or accept any part of it. Rather, the Vaisnavas utilize
the objects ordinary people have amassed for their sense grati-
fication, in the service of Sri Hari, and thereby they act for
everyone’s eternal benefit.

Seeing the world averse to Bhagavan and bhakti, the
supremely compassionate Srila Haridasa Thakura felt great pain
in his heart. He fearlessly continued to loudly chant harinama.

Due to their sinful tendencies, many people did not wish to
hear the pure harinama-kirtana coming from the lotus mouth
of Srila Haridasa Thakura. Only extremely unfortunate people
develop such an inauspicious and sinful propensity.

Srila Haridasa Thakura was a sincere servant of the non-
dual Absolute Truth, Sri Krsna. Although most of the society
was inimical toward bhakti, he was devoid of even the slightest
fear arising from material absorption. Even after facing many
types of difficulties and impediments set forth by wicked
persons, he never stopped engaging in hari-sankirtana.
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CHAPTER ELEVEN

SRTLA HARIDASA THAKURA
PROVES LOUD CHANTING
TO BE SUPREME

here are two systems in this world that determine one’s

caste (varna). The first, seminal, is in regard to the
particular lineage one was born into as a son or daughter. In
this more common system, one obtains one’s father’s caste in
accordance with his father’s lineage. The son of a brahmana
is considered to be a brahmana, and the son of a vaisya
(merchant or agriculturer) is considered to be a vaisya. In
the second system, one’s caste is determined by dint of one’s
personal qualities (guna) and activities (karma). For example,
although Ravana took birth in a brahmana family, his qualities
and activities mark him as a demon, not a brahmana.

The natures of human beings are divided into two
categories: pious and wicked. Vaisnavas, who are engaged
in the service of Bhagavan, are pious. And arrogant persons
averse to the service of Bhagavan and devoid of good qualities
are sinful, regardless of the caste they were born into. If a
person born in a brahmana family commits violence against a
Vaisnava, this wicked act classifies him as sinful. A person who
is envious of Sri Visnu, devotion to Sri Visnu, and the devotees
of Sri Visnu may be deemed a brahmana by the community
of the foolish and wicked, but a pious society considers his
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demoniac propensities and designates him as a wicked person
(durjana) only.

In the village of Harinadi in the district of Yasohara, there
lived a wicked brahmana who was fit to be called durjana. One
day, by the will of providence, he was sitting in the company
of other brahmanas when Srila Haridasa Thakura passed by.
Because this cruel brahmana was naturally envious of the
devotees, he burned in anger as soon as his wicked vision fell
upon the Lord’s dear most Srila Haridasa Thakura, who was
constantly engaged in loudly chanting krsna-nama.

This ignorant, atheistic, degraded brahmana stopped Srila
Haridasa Thakura and angrily put forth unreasonable arguments.
“O Haridasa! What have you started? Do you not know that
the scriptures state that the holy name of Bhagavan should
only be chanted in the mind? No scripture sanctions loud
congregational chanting of harinama. This practice of yours is
unauthorized. Who gave you the foolish idea to chant loudly?
These scholars here are greatly learned. Answer my questions
before them.”

Maha-bhagavata Srila Haridasa Thakura never desired honor
for himself (amani) but gave all honor to others (manada).
He spoke gently and with deep humility, “It is greatly learned
people like you who know the glories of the holy name.
I have not the slightest understanding of the subject. I have
not heard the scriptural descriptions of $ri harinama-kirtana’s
incomparable glories from those on the path of logic and
argument, but I have heard those glories from the lips of
devotees who are thoroughly versed in the truth of the holy
name (nama-tattva) and who chant the holy name purely
(Suddha-nama).

“Whatever knowledge I have, I present to you all. The
result achieved by chanting the holy name loudly is one
hundred times greater than that achieved by chanting it in the
mind. Therefore, the scriptures never condemn loud chanting,
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but rather extol its supreme glories. It is stated, ‘uccaih sata-
gunar bhavet — one obtains one hundred times more benefit by
chanting out loud [than by chanting in the mind].””

In his Gaudiya-bhasya on Sri Caitanya-bhagavata (Adi-
khanda 16.273), the most worshipful Srila Prabhupada
Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura explains the inner meaning
of this verse:

Those who say that the Hare Krsna maha-mantra is only to
be chanted softly while doing japa are incapable of realizing
the true essence of the scriptures. The three names of
address — Hare, Krsna, and Rama — are to be softly chanted
in japa and loudly sung in kirtana. Bhagavan’s names can
be chanted in the mind or out loud. If one chants loudly,
many people can hear Bhagavan’s names. By this, everyone
obtains auspiciousness. The act of hearing the Lord’s
holy name (Sravana) is prominent among the nine limbs
of bhakti (navadha-bhakti). If saintly people do not chant
hari-kirtana loudly, then no one will become qualified for
sravana. Therefore, this unreasonable argument by persons
averse to chanting loudly is certainly incited by Kali.

In [the dharmas (processes) of the previous ages, namely,]
meditation (dhyana), sacrifice (yajiia), and deity worship
(arcana), kirtana of the holy name is nearly imperceptible.
Because of this, there are many disputes in Kali-yuga
regarding these practices. Those who have been spoiled
by Kali create obstructions in the hari-bhajana of those
who pursue the ultimate goal of life. Those practicing the
dharmas of Satya-, Treta-, and Dvapara-yuga — meditation,
sacrifice, and deity worship, respectively — abstain from
entering into argument with persons spoiled by Kali.
However, to remove their wicked tendencies and bring
about their eternal welfare, those who chant harinama extol
$ri nama’s unlimited glories. Thus the hearts of the wicked,
which have been infected by [a taste for] argument, obtain
the proper medicine.
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Upon hearing Srila Haridasa Thakura’s words, the wicked
brahmana grew angry. “You are saying that loud chanting gives
one hundred times more benefit. Tell us now the reason for this.”

Numerous statements from the Vedic scriptures began to
manifest on the tongue of Srila Haridasa Thakura, who was
most learned, and he exuberantly described the glories of loudly
chanting the holy name. “My dear Sir,” he said, “I will now
repeat whatever the Vedas, Srimad-Bhagavatam, and other
scriptures say on this matter. Srimad-Bhagavatam, the king of
all scriptures, states:

yan-nama grhnann akhilan
Srotrn dtmanam eva ca
sadyah punati kim bhuyas
tasya sprstah pada hi te
Srimad-Bhagavatam (10.34.17)

[A learned demigod named Sudarsana, who possessed the
body of a serpent, said to Sri Krsna:] ‘O Master, one who
chants Your holy name becomes purified, along with all
those who hear his chanting. How much more beneficial,
then, is the touch of Your lotus feet?’

“O brahmana, when the transcendental sound of Sr1 Krsna’s
holy name emanates from the lotus mouth of a sadhu, a bhakta,
or a Vaisnava, it enters the ears of living entities eager to hear
it and thereby frees them from the bondage of maya. This is
because the transcendental holy name removes the living entity’s
inclination toward gratification and awaken his drive to serve
the Transcendental Object [Bhagavan]. By chanting the Lord’s
names, a living entity becomes jivan-mukta, or liberated while in
his present body. To attain liberation from material bondage, the
conditioned living entities should approach a liberated soul for
his mercy in the form of initiation (mantra-diksa).”

Srila Haridasa Thakura then explained the aforementioned
verse as follows:
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pasu-paksi-kita-adi balite na pare
sunilei harinama ta’ra saba tare

japile sri-krsna-nama apane se tare
ucca-sankirtane para upakara kare
Sri Caitanya-bhagavata (Adi-khanda 16.280-281)

“O brahmana, the animals, birds, insects, worms, etc. cannot
utter the names of the Lord, but they are delivered simply
by hearing them.

“When someone chants harinama in his mind, he delivers
only himself. But when he chants harinama loudly, he brings
about others’ true welfare, along with his own.

“Thus the scriptures proclaim that one receives one
hundred times more benefit by chanting harinama out loud
[than by chanting it in the mind].

japato hari-namani
sthane sata-gunadhikah
atmanam ca punaty uccair
japan Srotrn punati ca
Naradiya Purana
(spoken by Sri Prahlada Maharaja)

The fruit of loudly performing harindama-kirtana is one
hundred times greater than that of chanting it in the mind.
This is because while one who chants silently purifies only
himself, one who chants loudly purifies both himself and all
those who hear him.

“The purport is that although people generally chant in
their mind for their own deliverance, Bhagavan is more pleased
with one who chants Govinda’s names loudly to deliver not
only himself but others as well.
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“There are other living entities, apart from human beings,
who have a tongue and can make many kinds of sounds. Yet
only humans can utter $ri krsna-nama. Someone may thus ask,
‘Trained birds can also utter §11 krsna-nama, so can they also
attain liberation?’ The answer is that imitating (anukarana) and
following (anusarana) are entirely different. One may attain
petty benefits through imitation, but one will not attain $11 krsna-
prema. The conclusion is that no non-human can utter $r1 krsna-
nama in the true sense. It is also certain that a conditioned soul
cannot gain auspiciousness until he receives the opportunity to
chant or hear krsna-nama. Even if a living entity is unable to
chant krsna-nama, he can still hear it from the devotees of the
Lord (bhagavad-bhaktas). One’s life is truly useless if one has
not obtained the qualification to even hear the transcendental
name (vaikuntha-nama). By chanting it loudly, one brings
success to the lives of all who hear. Because every living entity
can be liberated in this very life by hearing vaikuntha-nama,
loud harinama-kirtana must never be the subject of argument or
criticism. Please think for yourself: what fault is there in loudly
chanting the name of Hari? It is beneficial in every respect.”

NAMA-JAPA AND NAMA-KIRTANA

keha apanare matra karaye posana
keha va posana kare sahasreka jana

duite ke bada, bhabi’ bujhaha apane
ei abhipraya guna ucca-sankirtane
Sr1 Caitanya-bhagavata (Adi-khanda 16.289-290)

“A selfish person maintains only himself, while someone
else may maintain thousands of people as well. Now kindly
tell me: who is the better of the two? The person loudly
performing nama-sankirtana is not selfish; rather, he is a
selfless benefactor. Therefore, a person who chants loudly is
superior to one who chants softly.”
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After hearing Srila Haridasa Thakura’s statements, which
were replete with philosophical conclusions (siddhanta), the
degraded brahmana became furious and spoke harshly. “Six
primary philosophies are famous in India. The principles and
conceptions of them all are largely faithful to the Vedas. Until
now, the respective masters (dacaryas) of these six philosophies
are Kapila, Patanjali, Kanada, Aksapada, Jaimini, and Vyasa.
From where has this Haridasa emerged to become the acarya of a
‘seventh philosophy’? I am seeing the path shown by the Vedas
gradually disappearing. I have heard that at the end of Kali-yuga,
sudras (laborers) will study and teach the Vedas, but it has begun
already, now, at the very beginning of Kali-yuga. With sudras
and yavanas like you already studying and teaching the Vedas,
I cannot imagine the situation at the end of Kali-yuga. Alas! It is
certainly the age of Kali. Influenced by inevitable time, people
like Haridasa have begun to destroy the Vedic path. What other
new philosophies must we endure due to the influence of Kali?

“Posing as a transcendental philosopher, you are giving an
explanation that contradicts those fruitive workers who are
against bhakti. You do this to exalt yourself and to cunningly
bring others under your control, so that you can gather
delicious food from them. People such as you act in this way
only to eat opulently at others’ houses.”

Srila Haridasa Thakura’s exceptional scriptural statements
about the holy name only intensified the animalistic nature of
that atheistic, degraded brahmana. He furiously cursed Srila
Haridasa Thakura and vowed, “If Haridasa’s explanation of the
holy name’s glories differs from that of the scriptures, 1 will
retaliate by publicly cutting off his nose and ears.”

Srila Haridasa Thakura did not respond to the harsh words
of that conceited brahmana. Although aggrieved at heart,
he smiled outwardly, and loudly chanting, continued on his
way. All the other brahmanas there were controlled by their
sinful minds. They sat silently and did not give Srila Haridasa
Thakura’s statements due consideration.
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DEMONIAC ‘BRAHMANAS’

the scripturally based statements of Srila Haridasa Thakura.
The true duty of brahmanas is to perform hari-bhajana. A
person averse to this duty is termed a demon (rdaksasa), even
if he took birth in a brahmana family. Such people, upon their
demise, suffer profuse punishment at the hands of Yamaraja.
That was an assembly of brahmanas in name only; factually

Those who support sinful people are themselves sinful. The
evil people in that assembly did not counter the offensive words
of that atheistic, degraded brahmana, what to speak of support

they were only demons.
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kali-yuge raksasa-sakala vipra-ghare
janmibeka sujanera himsa karibare

Sr1 Caitanya-bhagavata (Adi-khanda 16.300)

In Kali-yuga, demoniac people who spite Visnu and the
Vaisnavas take birth in brahmana families in order to harm
the Vaisnavas.

raksasdh kalim asritya
jayante brahma-yonisu
utpanna brahmana-kule
badhante srotriyan krsan
Varaha Purana
(spoken by Lord Siva)

Taking shelter of Kali-yuga, demons take birth in brahmana
families and harass those extremely rare virtuous souls who
adopt the Vedic way of life.

e saba viprera sparsa, katha, namaskara
dharma-sastre sarvatha nisedha karibara

Sri Caitanya-bhagavata (Adi-khanda 16.302)
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Religious scriptures completely forbid one to touch, speak
to, or offer pranama to such brahmanas.

In his Gaudiya-bhasya on the above verse, Srila Prabhupada
Sarasvati Thakura writes, “One should not even touch conceited
brahmanas, who are inimical to Sr1 Visnu and the Vaisnavas. If one
touches such a brahmana by chance, then it is one’s duty to bathe
fully clothed in the Ganga. By conversing with such brahmanas,
one is sure to fall down. If one respects them by offering obeisance
and so on, one will certainly deviate from the path of visnu-bhakti.
Therefore, authorized scriptures such as Srimad-Bhagavatam
and the dharma-sastras declare those who are against follow-
ing Vaisnava etiquette to be fallen, along with their families.”

kim atra bahunoktena
brahmana ye hy avaisnavah
tesam sambhasanam sparsam
pramadenapi varjayet
Padma Purana
(spoken by Lord Siva)

There is no need to speak much on this subject. But (one
thing you should always remember is that) one should not,
even by mistake, speak to or touch a person who although a
brahmana [by birth] is not a Vaisnava.

svapakam iva nekseta
loke vipram avaisnavam
vaisnavo varna bahyo ’pi
punati bhuvana-trayam

Padma Purana

Just as it is improper, or prohibited [by sdastral, to see dog-eaters,
it is also improper to see a brahmana who is not a Vaisnava.
Yet regardless of his caste, a Vaisnava purifies the three worlds.
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brahmana haiya jadi avaisnava haya
tabe ta’ra alapeha punya jaya ksaya
Sr1 Caitanya-bhagavata (Adi-khanda 16.305)

One loses one’s piety by conversing with someone who,
although born a brahmana, is a non-devotee who has not
been initiated into the Vaisnava path.

That contemptible brahmana, who was envious of Vaisnavas,
was doomed to be punished for his offence at the feet of Srila
Haridasa Thakura. Within a few days he contracted leprosy
and his nose melted off. Srila Haridasa Thakura never cursed
that wicked vaisnava-aparadhi and atheist, nor did he desire
inauspiciousness for him, yet the Lord punished the brahmana
severely for his harsh criticism of Srila Haridasa Thakura.

Srila Haridasa Thakura was aggrieved to see the pathetic
condition of those averse to St Hari and engrossed in worldly
enjoyment. His heart melted in compassion and as he chanted
“Krsna, Krsna,” he would sigh deeply.

THE RESIDENTS OF SRT MAYAPURA
WARMLY RECEIVE HIM

After some days, Srila Haridasa Thakura went to Sri Mayapura
Navadvipa, desiring to see the pure Vaisnava associates of Sriman
Mahaprabhu. All the devotees became joyful to see him.

Srila Advaita Acarya Prabhu had residences in both
Santipura and Mayapura. Sometimes he would stay in Santipura
and at other times in Mayapura. When Srila Haridasa Thakura
arrived in Navadvipa-Mayapura, Sri Advaita Acarya Prabhu
happened to be there.

dacarya-gosani haridasere paiya
rakhilena prana haite adhika kariya

Sri Caitanya-bhagavata (Adi-khanda 16.311)
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Upon meeting Srila Haridasa Thakura, Sri Advaita Acarya
deemed him dearer than his own life and kept him there
with utmost care.

All the Vaisnavas had great affection for Srila Haridasa
Thakura, and Srila Haridasa Thakura had deep respect for
them.

Seeing the Vaisnavas’ affection for Srila Haridasa Thakura,
the malevolent atheists shot at them with arrows of envious
words. Hearing these words, the devotees sorrowfully discussed
the pitiful condition of such wretched people.

At that time, people intoxicated by the rasa of worldly
pleasure never endeavored to study or follow Vaisnava
scriptures like Bhagavad-gita and Srimad-Bhagavatam. Instead,
they tried to satiate their senses. Despite this, the pure devotees
increased each other’s bliss by discussing Bhagavad-gita and
Srimad-Bhagavatam. They held such discussions about their
worshipable deities (ista-gosthi), while staying far away from
material enjoyment and desiring the highest, eternal welfare
for the entire world.
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CHAPTER TWELVE

PASTIMES WITH
SRTIMAN MAHAPRABHU

n His early divine pastimes, Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu was

known as Nimai Pandita. At that time, He played in a most
charming manner in Sri Navadvipa-dhama, while keeping His
real nature hidden. When He went to Gaya on the pretext of
offering sraddha (oblations) to His deceased father, He accepted
initiation from Sri I$vara Puri. Thus “Nimai the scholar”
became “Nimai the devotee.”

Previously, He had behaved like a restless and proud
scholar. Due to the influence of His internal deluding potency,
the Vaisnavas did not understand His glories and would advise
him to do bhajana. Some Vaisnavas even tried to avoid Him.
“Because Nimai does not perform bhajana,” they thought, “He
will just waste our time in useless argument.”

Yet upon His return from Gaya, [it was evident that] His
nature had undergone a complete transformation. The words
“Krsna, Krsna” flowed continuously from His mouth, and
streams of tears flowed from His eyes like the Ganga and
Yamuna rivers. Stricken by pangs of extreme separation, He
would sometimes call out, “O Krsna! O Lord of My life! Where
have You gone, leaving Me behind?” He would then loudly
lament and fall to the ground unconscious. Seeing the Lord’s
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state, all the Vaisnavas — headed by Srivasa Pandita, Sri Advaita
Acarya, and Srila Haridasa Thakura — came under His shelter. It
was then that the Lord began to manifest harinama-sankirtana,
the religion of the current age (yuga-dharma), within this world.

In the beginning, the Lord would relish this chanting exclu-
sively with devotees, behind closed doors in Srivasa Pandita’s
home.

FINDING SRI NITYANANDA PRABHU

One day, Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu indirectly told the
devotees of Sri Nityananda Prabhu’s arrival in Navadvipa.
“Today I had an extraordinary dream,” He said, “wherein an
exalted personality told Me, ‘I am Your brother; We shall get to
know each other tomorrow.’

“I told all of you earlier that we would soon receive the
darsana of a great personality.

cala haridasa! cala srivasa pandita!
caha giya dekhi ke aise kon bhita
Sr1 Caitanya-bhagavata (Madhya-khanda 3.160)

“Go, Haridasa! You also go, Srivasa Pandita! Find out which
great personality has come, and where he is.”

On the order of Sriman Mahaprabhu, the two maha-
bhagavatas happily searched everywhere in Navadvipa for
this great personality, saying to one another, “It seems Lord
Sankarsana has come.”

anande vihvala dithe cahiya bedaya
tilardekha uddesa kothao nahi paya
Sri Caitanya-bhagavata (Madhya-khanda 3.163)

Exhilarated, they continued searching everywhere, but found
not the slightest indication of a new person’s arrival.
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When Srila Haridasa Thakura and Srivasa Pandita found
no one, despite searching throughout Navadvipa for three
praharas (nine hours), they returned to the Lord. “We found
no one with the characteristics You described” they humbly
submitted. “We looked in the homes of Vaisnavas, in the
asramas of renunciates, in the homes of ordinary householders,
and even in the homes of atheists antagonistic to the devotees,
yet we were unsuccessful.”

dohara vacana suni’ hase gauracandra
chale bujhaila ‘bada gidha nityananda’
Sr1 Caitanya-bhagavata (Madhya-khanda 3.168)

Sr1 Gauracandra smiled as He heard the account of Srila
Haridasa Thakura and Srivasa Pandita. Through these two
eternal associates of His, He cleverly revealed to the entire
world that the truth (tattva) behind Sri Nityananda Prabhu
is a most profound mystery.

Along with all of His associates, Sriman Mahaprabhu went
to the house of Sri Nandana Acarya. There, He met with Sri
Nityananda Prabhu.

The deep significance of this pastime is that only a person
who has received the mercy of Bhagavan Sri Caitanya-candra
can obtain the darsana of Sti Nityananda Prabhu, the undivided
principle of §ri guru (akhanda guru-tattva). Only the dear servants
of Sti Caitanyadeva can, by His mercy, understand the true nature
of Sri Nityananda Prabhu. It is impossible for souls bound by
maya to take shelter at the feet of Sri Nityananda Prabhu. One
is enabled to realize the truth about Nityananda (nityananda-
tattva) only by the grace of Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu's merciful
form as caitya-guru (the Lord in the heart).

sarvatha srivasa adi ta’ra tattva jane
na haila dekha kona kautuka-karane
Sri Caitanya-bhagavata (Madhya-khanda 3.173)
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In reality, Srila Haridasa Thakura and Srivasa Pandita knew
the truth (tattva) regarding Sri Nityananda Prabhu very
well. Their not being able to receive His darsana should be
understood as a special, mysterious pastime (arranged by
Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu).

HIS PERFORMANCE AS A GUARD

One day, Sriman Mahaprabhu told His devotees, “Today,
according to the rules of arnka (one of the ten types of theatrical
performances), I shall dance as a woman. Only those in full
control of their senses will be allowed to enter the house to see
Me dance.”

The Lord called for Sadasiva and Buddhimanta Khan, and
said, “Collect conch shells, bodices, sdris, and ornaments.
Arrange for everyone to receive appropriate costumes.”

Sriman Mahaprabhu then called all the devotees before Him
and said, “Gadadhara will dress as Rukmini, and Brahmananda
will portray Rukmint’s elderly female companion Suprabhata.
Nityananda Prabhu will portray an elderly lady,' Srivasa
Pandita will play the role of Narada, and Haridasa Thakura
will dress like a guard and keep everyone alert.”

In this way, according to Sriman Mahaprabhu’s instruction,
Srila Haridasa Thakura, donning the clothes of a guard, appeared
on stage first. He sported a fake mustachio, wore a large turban
and a beautiful dhoti, and laughed loudly. He called out to
everyone, “O my brothers, attention! Today, the very soul of
the universe will dance as goddess Laksmi.”

With stick in hand, Srila Haridasa Thakura ran in all
directions. His bodily hair stood on end as he roused everyone
by chanting “Krsna.” He proudly called to them, “Worship
Krsna, serve Krsna, and chant the names of Krsna!”

1 Editor’s footnote: Sri Caitanya-candrodaya-nataka (3.11) states that Sri
Nityananda Prabhu came on stage appearing as the elderly ascetic goddess
Yogamaya, who is expert in arranging the meetings of Radha and Krsna.
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Everyone laughed as they watched him. “Who are you,
and why have you come here?” they asked.

Srila Haridasa Thakura replied, “I am the guard of Vaikuntha,
and I always wander around causing everyone to awaken. The
Lord has left Vaikuntha and come here to give everyone prema-
bhakti to Him. Today He will dance, dressed as goddess Laksmi.
All of you, delight in this prema-bhakti most attentively.”

After speaking thus, Srila Haridasa Thakura twirled his
mustachio with both hands and proceeded to run here and
there with Murari Gupta. At that time, both their divine bodies
horripilated in prema, for Sri Gauracandra enjoyed His pas-
times within their bodies.

In this way, for the next seven days, Srila Haridasa Thakura
played the role of a guard in Sriman Mahaprabhu’s [theatrical]
pastimes, giving bliss to Sriman Mahaprabhu and all the
devotees.

SRT GAURASUNDARA’S ECSTASY
OF TWENTY-ONE HOURS

In Srivasa Pandita’s home, Sri Gaurasundara once remained
immersed in the mood of the Supreme Lord for seven
praharas (twenty-one hours). He bestowed His mercy upon
all the devotees present, as well as darsana of His various
incarnations, such as Rama, Nrsithha, and Varaha. He revealed
Himself to each devotee as their own worshipful deity, mani-
festing as Rama for a devotee of Sr1 Rama, and as Sr1 Nrsirhha
for a devotee of Sri Nrsirhha. This pastime evidences Sriman
Mahaprabhu as the root cause of all incarnations. Because He
is Vrajendra-nandana Syamasundara Himself, all incarnations
manifest only through Him.

While bestowing mercy upon the devotees, the Lord very
affectionately called for Srila Haridasa Thakura.

“Haridasa, behold My form,” Mahaprabhu said, manifest-
ing His divine form. Witnessing this, Srila Haridasa Thakura
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became overwhelmed with bhava (spiritual emotion) and he
wept, thus melting the Lord’s heart.
Mahaprabhu said,

ei mora deha haite tumi mora bada
tomara je jati, sei jati mora dadha
Sri Caitanya-bhagavata (Madhya-khanda 10.36)

“Haridasa, your body is superior to Mine. 1 belong to
whatever caste you do.”

In his Gaudiya-bhasya on the above verse, Srila Prabhupada
Sarasvati Thakura has written:

Sriman Mahaprabhu said to Srila Haridasa Thakura, “Some
people consider your non-Hindu body to be inferior to My
brahmana body, but their vision is defective. I can say with
full conviction that there is no difference between your caste
and Mine. Your body is superior to Mine in all respects.”

Modern Hindus consider their bodies to be superior to
those of yavanas. Intoxicated by pride in their own castes,
these atheistic Hindus look down on devotees born in other
castes, justifying their position with dreadful arguments.

Materialists may consider the body of one constantly
engaged in serving Bhagavan to belong to a particular
caste, but this is offensive. Embodied human beings are
always trying to establish their supremacy, using Hindu or
non-Hindu determinants. They invent these determinants
because they are indifferent to the resolute worship of
Sri Hari. The sinful yavanas and so-called pious Hindus
establish their supremacy on a worldly basis, but by this
they blaspheme the Vaisnavas and traverse the path to hell;
they do not meet with auspiciousness.

Just as contact with a touchstone transforms iron into
gold, bhakti spiritualizes the material body and senses.
Those who are blind to the truth cannot realize the inherent
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nature and identity (svariipa) of the Vaisnavas. They there-
fore classify Vaisnavas according to their past material
designations, seeing their bodies as bags of flesh and bones,
subject to birth and death. Thus they make offenses at the
Vaisnavas’ feet.

A devotee’s body, which is composed of eternality, knowl-
edge, and bliss (sac-cid-ananda), is appropriate for the Lord’s
service. It manifests of its own accord, whether the devotee
resides in Vaikuntha or elsewhere. As bhakti awakens, a
devotee’s body of five material elements transforms into sac-
cid-ananda. The birth and death of such a Vaisnava’s body
are like the appearance and disappearance of Bhagavan’s
transcendental body. Those who consider the appearance
and disappearance of Bhagavan and His devotees to be like
the birth and death of karma-bound living entities never
obtain liberation; instead, they must suffer material miseries
again and again.

Sriman Mahaprabhu said, “My heart breaks when I remem-
ber the horrific torture that the sinful Muslims inflicted upon
you. Listen, Haridasa. I was truthfully unable to tolerate the
atrocities those wretches committed, beating you through-
out the marketplaces. With cakra (disk weapon) in hand,
I descended from Vaikuntha to cut them all to pieces. Although
they were beating you to death, you were not concerned for
yourself. Instead, you wanted their well-being.

“My devotees are so tolerant that instead of retaliating
against those who mean them harm, they wish such people
auspiciousness. Just as I was about to release My cakra to sever
their heads, you began to pray, ‘O Lord, if I have even a trace
of bhakti to You, then be merciful to them. Please ignore their
offenses.” These wicked people were trying to torture you to
death, yet you simply desired their well-being. Although I was
furious, your prayers stopped My hand and I was unable to
release My cakra.

101



NAMACARYA HARIDASA THAKURA

“The wretches showed no signs of stopping. They
continuously struck your back with deadly blows. Seeing no
other way to protect you, I covered your back with My own
body and took the beatings Myself. I am not lying; My body
still bears the marks.

“Haridasa, I was going to descend much later, but because
I could not tolerate the atrocities being committed against
you, [ had to come early. My Nada (Advaita Acarya) properly
recognized you. Advaita is My special treasure. His service
binds Me to Him in all respects.”

BHAGAVAN’S LOVE FOR HIS DEVOTEES

Srila Vrndavana dasa Thakura is the Vyasa of Sti Caitanya’s
pastimes. While describing this pastime, he says that there is
truly nothing Bhagavan would not do or say to increase His
devotees’ eminence.

jvalanta anala prabhu bhakta lagi’ khaya
bhaktera kinkara haya apana icchaya

Sr1 Caitanya-bhagavata (Madhya-khanda 10.48)

For the sake of His devotees, the Lord even eats a blazing
fire. By His own sweet will, He becomes their servant.

bhaktera mahima bhai dekha caksu bhari’
ki balila haridasa-prati gaurahari

Sr1 Caitanya-bhagavata (Madhya-khanda 10.51)

O brothers, behold the devotees’ glories to the full satisaction
of your eyes. Hear what Sri Gaurahari said regarding Bhakta
Sri Haridasa.

Hearing such compassionate words from the Lord’s lotus
mouth, Srila Haridasa Thakura fell to the ground unconscious.

102



12 — Pastimes with Sriman Mahaprabhu

The Lord then said, “Haridasa, get up, get up! Behold My form
to your heart’s full satisfaction.”

Hearing the Lord’s ambrosial words, Srila Haridasa Thakura
regained consciousness, only to immediately become over-
whelmed with bhava. He rolled about in the courtyard. He
was crying so much, what darsana could he possibly have?
Mahaprabhu Sri Gaurasundara tried to pacify him, but his
rapture would not dissipate.

Weeping incessantly, Srila Haridasa Thakura prayed,
“O Visvambhara! O Prabhu! O Jagannatha! Please be merciful
to this sinner. O Lord, how will be I able to describe Your
pastimes? Society does not see me as high-class or middle-
class, but as the most fallen. In this world, I possess no good
qualities and am bereft of all virtues. I do not belong to any of
the Aryan castes, and therefore, I possess no qualification to
describe Your qualities.

dekhile pataka, more parasile snana
mui ki baliba prabhu tomara akhyana?

Sr1 Caitanya-bhagavata (Madhya-khanda 10.60)

“One incurs sin, just by seeing me. If someone touches the
body of this sinful person, he must bathe. How, then, can I
glorify You?”

SRT KRSNA PROTECTS THOSE WHO REMEMBER HIM

“O Lord, You have vowed to never forsake anyone who
remembers Your lotus feet, even though he may be as insignifi-
cant as an insect. And if even a king does not remember Your
lotus feet, You punish him [appropriately]. O Lord, Your
glories are endless. Your quality of mercy knows no limits, yet
I am so unfortunate that I cannot even remember You.

“When, on the order of his elder brother Duryodhana,
Duhsasana dragged Draupadi into the royal assembly and tried
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to disrobe her, Draupadi helplessly cried out to You. Impelled
by her remembrance, You swiftly entered her cloth and by Your
potency, it became limitless. Even then, those sinful people
were unable to understand Your glories.

“Once, witches surrounded Parvati-devi and tried to devour
her. As soon as the terrified Parvati-devi remembered You, You
appeared there to protect her and punish those witches.

“The wicked Hiranyakasipu tried to kill Prahlada by giving
him poison, throwing him in a pit of snakes, burning him in a
fire, and binding him to a heavy stone and tossing him in the
ocean, but in every instance, You protected Prahlada, because
he remembered You.

“The power of remembering you saved the Pandavas from
fear [of the wrath] of Durvasa Rsi, during their exile to the forest.

“O Lord, it is not at all surprising that You delivered all these
personalities, because they were absorbed in [remembering]
You. Most wondrous is Your deliverance of Ajamila, who was
not even a devotee. There was no sin that he had not committed.
In fear of being caught by the Yamadttas, he called out the
name of his son, Narayana. But when he witnessed the
immense might of the Yamadutas coming to take him and saw
that his son was incapable [of protecting him], he remembered
the narrations of Your pastimes and characteristics. He uttered
‘Narayana’ to call his son, but because Bhagavan and His name
are inseparable, this chanting freed him from the hands of the
Yamadutas. When You heard the dying Ajamila fearfully call
Your name, You dispatched Your messengers to save him from
the clutches of the Yamaditas.

“O Lord, although Ajamila remembered You from far away,
I cannot remember You at all. I completely lack the ability
to remember You, yet You mercifully do not reject me. This
shows Your causeless mercy. Otherwise, what qualification do
I have to even see You? O Lord, please never deprive me of
Your darsana,; this is my only prayer to You. I do not want any
benediction besides this.”
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SRIMAN MAHAPRABHU'S BENEDICTION

Hearing the prayers of Srila Haridasa Thakura, the Lord
said, “Haridasa, ask Me for a benediction. What do you want?
There is nothing I cannot give you. Whatever I have is yours.”

With folded hands, Srila Haridasa Thakura humbly replied,
“O Lord, I am devoid of good fortune, but I have one great
desire in my heart.”

tomara carana bhaje je-sakala dasa
ta’ra avasesa jena haya mora grasa

sei se bhajana mora hau janma janma
sei avasesa mora—~kriya-kula-dharma

Sr1 Caitanya-bhagavata (Madhya-khanda 10.86-87)

“May the remnants of Your devotees, who are always
absorbed in serving Your lotus feet, be my only food. May 1
become a servant subsisting only on their remnants.

“I do not want liberation. I only desire to be the servant of
the Vaisnavas, birth after birth. May accepting Your devotees’
remnants be my main engagement.

“May I only live within the society of Vaisnavas, birth after
birth, and adopt the dharma of honoring their remnants. O Lord!
Please bless me to never be deviated by the desires of those
who revere the formal Vedic instructions and who accept Vedic
ritualistic activities as their prescribed duties. Such formal Vedic
injunctions only nourish our worldly false ego and are secondary:
Our primary duty is to accept the remnants of the Vaisnavas.

tomara smarana-hina papa-janma mora
saphala karaha dasocchista diya tora
Sr1 Caitanya-bhagavata (Madhya-khanda 10.88)

“My sinful life is devoid of remembrance of You. Please make
it successful by gifting me the remnants of Your servants.

105



NAMACARYA HARIDASA THAKURA

“I am very proud, so please benedict me with the rare
treasure of humility: to be humbler than a blade of grass,
more tolerant than a tree, and undesiring of honor yet ready
to honor all others. I know that I have no qualification to
achieve this. Although even personalities like Lord Brahma
seek the rare treasure of the Vaisnavas’ remnants, I also desire
them. I have thus committed an offense. O Lord, O Master, O
Visvambhara! Although I am alive, I am as good as dead. I have
no intelligence. Please forgive my impertinence.

sacira nandana, bapa, krpa kara more
kukkura kariya mora rakha bhakti-ghare

Sri Caitanya-bhagavata (Madhya-khanda 10.91)

“0 Sacinandana, O Prabhu! Please be merciful to me and
make me a dog in the house of Your devotee. As a landlord
keeps pets like dogs to guard his house and rewards them with
remnants of his food, please keep me in the house of a Vaisnava
as part of Krsna’'s household [and let me take their remnants].”

With these words, Srila Haridasa became filled with prema-
bhakti. Although repeatedly petitioning the Lord in a most
humble mood, he remained unsatisfied.

prabhu bale,—suna suna mora haridasa
divaseko je tomara sange kaila vasa

tilardheko tumi jara sange kaha katha
se avasya ama pabe, nahika anyatha
Sri Caitanya-bhagavata (Madhya-khanda 10.93-94)

Sriman Mahaprabhu said, “My dear Haridasa, hear Me now.
You are the greatest personality in this world. If you merci-
fully speak with someone for a moment, or if they stay with
you for even a day (in the mood of a servant), they are
sure to gain service to My lotus feet. There is not even the
slightest bit of doubt in this.
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tomare je kare sraddha, se kare amare
nirtantara thaki ami tomara sarire

tumi-hena sevake amara thakurala
tumi more hrdaye bandhila sarva-kala
Sri Caitanya-bhagavata (Madhya-khanda 10.95-96)

“One who reveres you verily reveres Me, for I constantly live
within your body.

“It is indeed servants like you who establish My supremacy.
By your deep absorption in Sri Hari’s transcendental rasa,
you have bound Me within your heart everlastingly.”

Moved by Srila Haridasa Thakura’s humble prayers and
loving devotional moods, the Lord said:

mora sthane, mora sarva-vaisnavera sthane
bina aparadhe bhakti dila tore dane

Sri Caitanya-bhagavata (Madhya-khanda 10.97)

“O Haridasa, I award you the qualification to perform
bhajana. Never, on any day, shall you commit an offense to Me
or to any Vaisnava. Thus being free from offenses, continue to
cultivate exclusive devotional service to Sri Krsna and follow
His devotees. You have made no offense to Me nor to any
Vaisnava, and therefore, I bestow upon you the propensity to
serve Sri Krsna.”

SRT KRSNA IS ATTAINED THROUGH
LOVE ALONE

After hearing Mahaprabhu give Srila Haridasa such a bene-
diction, all the Vaisnavas blissfully chanted, “Hari Hari!”

jati, kula, kriya, dhane kichu nahi kare
prema-dhana, arti bina na pai krsnere
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je te kule vaisnavera janma kene nahe
tathapiha sarvottama sarva-sastre kahe

Sri Caitanya-bhagavata (Madhya-khanda 10.99-100)

Birth in a high-caste and noble family, pious deeds and
wealth, these are all insignificant, for they cannot help one
attain Sri Krsna. One cannot attain $ri Krsna without the
wealth of prema or the intense desire to attain Him.

No matter what family a Vaisnava is born into, he is always
in the topmost position. All the scriptures proclaim this fact.

Love for Sri Krsna (krsna-prema) is the eternal, topmost
goal for the living entities. When a person becomes qualified
for that love, no worldly inferiority or deficiency (such as
poverty, ugliness, or lack of intelligence) can impede him.

ei tara pramana—yavana haridasa
brahmadira durlabha dekhila parakasa

je papistha vaisnavera jati-buddhi kare
janma janma adhama yonite dubi’ mare

haridasa stuti-vara sune jei jana
avasya milibe tare krsna-prema-dhana

e vacana mora nahe, sarva-sastre kaya
bhaktakhyana Sunile krsnete bhakti haya

maha-bhakta haridasa thakura jaya jaya
haridasa sanarane sarva-papa-ksaya
Sri Caitanya-bhagavata (Madhya-khanda 10.101-105)
The proof of this is Srila Haridasa Thakura, who appeared
in a non-Hindu family. He witnessed the manifestation of

Sriman Mahaprabhu, a privilege that is difficult to attain
even for one as great as Brahma.
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That sinner who considers that a Vaisnava belongs to a
particular caste or creed suffers in the lowest species of life,
birth after birth.

That person who hears the prayers of Srila Haridasa Thakura
and the benediction Sriman Mahaprabhu gave him, will
certainly obtain the treasure of krsna-prema.

These are not my words; rather, all the scriptures declare
that one attains krsna-bhakti by hearing about the character
and pastimes of devotees.

All glories, all glories to the great devotee Srila Haridasa
Thakura! Remembering him vanquishes all one’s sinful

reactions.

GREAT SOULS DESIRE HIS ASSOCIATION

keha bale,—*“caturmukha jena haridasa”
keha bale,—“prahladera jena parakasa”

sarva-mate mahd-bhagavata haridasa
caitanya-gosthira sange jahara vilasa

brahma, siva haridasa-hena bhakta-sanga
niravadhi karite cittera bada ranga

haridasa sparsa vancha kare deva-gana
ganga o vanchena haridasera majjana

sparsera ki daya, dekhilei haridasa
chinde sarva-jivera anadi-karma-pasa

prahlada je-hena daitya, kapi hanuman
ei mata haridasa ‘nica-jati’ nama
Sri Caitanya-bhagavata (Madhya-khanda 10.106-111)

Some say that Srila Haridasa Thakura is four-headed Brahma,
while others claim that he is a manifestation of Sri Prahlada.
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Yet everyone agrees that Srila Haridasa Thakura, who
affectionately engages in pastimes with Sriman Mahaprabhu’s
associates, is a most exalted devotee (mahda-bhagavata).

Lord Brahma, the grandfather of all the planets, and Lord
Siva, the destroyer of everything, always desire the asso-
ciation of devotees like Srila Haridasa Thakura.

The demigods hanker for Srila Haridasa Thakura’s touch,
and Ganga-devi, the deliverer of fallen souls, wants him to
bathe in her waters.

What to speak of touching him, merely seeing Srila
Haridasa Thakura cuts to pieces the jivas’ beginningless
karmic bondage.

Just as Sri Prahladaji is a ‘demon’ and Hanumanji a ‘monkey’
in name only, Srila Haridasa Thakura is a low-class yavana’
in name only.



CHAPTER THIRTEEN

THE DELIVERANCE
OF JAGAI AND MADHAI

t the time of Sri Caitanyadeva’s appearance, Sri Navadvipa-

dhama was inhabited by Hindus abiding by Aryan culture
and also by non-Hindus abiding by the yavana culture. In
order to prove to those of both faiths that everyone has equal
qualification for bhagavad-bhakti, Sriman Mahaprabhu gave
the following order to Sriman Nityananda Prabhu, who was
born in a brahmana family, as well as to Srila Haridasa Thakura,
who was born in a non-Hindu (Muslim) family:

suna Suna nityananda, Suna haridasa
sarvatra amdra djia karaha prakasa

prati ghare ghare giya kara ei bhiksa

‘bala krsna, bhaja krsna, kara krsna-siksa’
iha vai ara na baliba, balaiba
dina-avasane asi’ amare kahiba

tomara karile bhiksa, jei na baliba
tabe ami cakrahaste sabare katiba

Sri Caitanya-bhagavata (Madhya-khanda 13.8-11)
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“Listen, Nityananda! Listen, Haridasa! On My order, both
of you go to the houses of all types of people — be they outside,
within, or above the varnasrama system — and beg them,
‘O brothers, kindly chant, “Krsna, Krsna,” and thus perform
kirtana of Sri Krsna’s names. Engage in worshiping Krsna,
serving Him through the performance of kirtana. And become
learned in Krsna’s instructions.’

“Beg them for nothing but this, and give them no other
instruction. Beg like this during the day for the benefit of
all living entities, and in the evening return to Me and tell
Me everything. I will be well pleased, knowing that you are
endeavoring for the true welfare of the jivas. This is My sole
objective, and I will accomplish it through you — My right and
left hands. With my Sudarsana cakra, 1 shall strike down those
who refuse your request.”

Upon hearing the Lord’s order, all the Vaisnavas laughed.'
Who has the capacity to transgress the Lord’s order?

ithe apratita ja'ra, se subuddhi nahe
Sri Caitanya-bhagavata (Madhya-khanda 13.13)

Those who lack faith in the orders of Sri Gaurasundara,
which Nityananda Prabhu Himself carries on His head, are
certainly not very intelligent.

Sri Nityananda Prabhu and Srila Haridasa Thakura imme-
diately went out to preach. Whichever doorstep they came to,
the people, seeing them in the attire of renunciates, invited

1 The vow of the Lord, in the incarnation of Sri Gaura, is “ebe astra na
dharibe, prane kare na maribe, citta-suddhi kariba sabara.” This means that in
this incarnation, He will neither carry a weapon nor slay anyone. Rather, He
will purify the hearts of all. That is why all the Vaisnavas began to laugh when
they heard Sriman Mahaprabhu’s declaration that He would kill anyone who
disobeyed the order of Sri Nityananda Prabhu and Srila Haridasa Thakura.
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them in to take a meal. At that time, Sri Nityananda Prabhu
and Srila Haridasa Thakura said, “Brothers, we only want these
alms from you: chant, ‘Krsna, Krsna, worship Krsna, and hear
charming narrations about Him. He is our life, our wealth, and
our very soul. O brothers, please chant Krsna’s names with
one-pointed attention.” In this way, Sri Nityananda Prabhu
and Srila Haridasa Thakura went door-to-door and begged
people to chant harinama.

When the two prabhus arrived at the house of a gentleman,
that gentleman (a devotee of the Lord) became delighted to
hear their words and would say with folded hands, “We will
certainly perform krsna-bhajana.” On the other hand, wicked
people would say, “Just see how Nimai Pandita has gone mad.
Abandoning all His duties, He goes on chanting ‘Krsna, Krsna’
day and night. By this, He makes peaceful, mannerly gentlemen
go mad too. By associating with Him, you two, who were good,
sane people, have also become mad. Why have you come to
make us mad as well?!”

When Sri Nityananda Prabhu and Srila Haridasa Thakura
approached the house of someone who was barred from
entering Srivasa Thakura’s house during Sri Gaurasundara’s
kirtana, that person would be ready to beat them on sight.
Some wicked people would say, “These two are thieves. During
the day, they dress up as saintly personalities and roam around
looking to see who has the most wealth and which house is
unattended by its owner, so that they can return in the night
with their clan, rob the house, and run away. Is this the
behavior of a civilized person? If they come here again, we will
catch them and take them to the magistrate.”

Hearing such statements, the two prabhus would laugh
and continue on their way. By the potency of Sri Caitanyadeva’s
order, they were completely fearless. In this mood, they would
go out to preach every day and then report back to Visvambhara
in the evening.
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TWO NOTORIOUS DRUNKARDS

One day, as Sri Nityananda Prabhu and Srila Haridasa
Thakura were propagating harinama, they encountered two
drunkards with extremely fearsome natures. Due to intoxi-
cation, their eyes were red. They had lost their minds to
excessive drinking and had no inkling of what they were
doing or saying. They sometimes embraced each other’s necks,
sometimes grabbed each other’s hair and fought, and at other
times cuss at each other with filthy language.

Sri Nityananda Prabhu made inquiries about them from
those nearby. “To which caste do these two men belong? How
has their intelligence become like this?”

Some people said, “O great soul, these two are brahmanas
by caste. Their parents were highly respectable people in
society. Their lineage was flawless, but their intelligence has
been spoiled by their mixing with wicked persons since their
childhood. Because of this, they began to commit all kinds of
illicit acts, and their family threw them out of their house. Since
then, they have become out of control, wandering about with
drunkards and gamblers. Having sinned extensively, they have
become so uninhibited that people become terrified just hearing
their name. These two may, at any time, set fire to someone’s
home or forcefully steal another’s possessions. There is no sin
they do not commit. They rob and plunder; and, although they
are from a brahmana family, they eat cow flesh.”

Hearing these details, Sri Nityananda Prabhu felt great
compassion for them both. He thus contemplated how to
deliver them: “My Lord, Sri Gaurasundara, has advented
just to deliver the fallen souls, and where else could we find
sinners such as these? People do not understand My Lord’s
glories because He keeps them hidden, and so they ridicule
Him. If My Lord were to deliver such sinful souls as these two,
then everyone in this world would see His divine power. Those
unfortunate people who do not understand His glories and who
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make offenses at His lotus feet by considering Him an ordinary
human being will realize His magnificence and surrender
to those lotus feet. If I can cause these two souls to have a
revelation of Caitanya, then I, Nityananda, will be known as
His servant. They have become intoxicated and have forgotten
their own selves. But should they become equally intoxicated
by chanting Krsna’s name, shedding tears, and crying out,
‘O my Prabhu!’, then My wanderings will have borne fruit. As
of now, even upon touching their shadows, people jump in
the Ganga fully dressed [in order to purify themselves]. I shall
have lived up to My name only when such people see them
and consider it equal to bathing in the Ganga.”

“O Haridasa, just see the condition of these two brahmanas!
Although they took birth in a brahmana family, they are
utterly wretched. Seeing their behavior, one would consider it
impossible for them to ever be delivered from the clutches of
Yamaraja. O Haridasa, when the wicked yavanas tried to kill
you, you prayed to the Lord for their well-being. Does your
heart not melt today upon seeing the condemned condition of
the two of them?

jadi tumi subhanusandhana kara mane
tabe se uddhara paya ei dui-jane

tomara sankalpa prabhu na kare anyatha
dapane kahila prabhu ei tattva-katha

Sri Caitanya-bhagavata (Madhya-khanda 13.66-67)

“If, in your heart, you desire their well-being, then they
may also be delivered, because the Lord would never violate
your decision. The Lord has declared this Himself, so if you
request Him to shower His mercy on these two unfortunate
souls, He will surely hear you and deliver them.

“Today, let the three worlds witness first-hand an incident
like the Puranas’ narration of Ajamila’s salvation. The deliverance
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of these two will show everyone the power of Sri Gaurasundara,
the Lord of our life.”

Because Srila Haridasa Thakura knew well the glories of
Nityananda Prabhu, he understood that the two drunkards were
already delivered. Srila Haridasa Thakura knew Sri Nityananda
Prabhu to be Baladeva Prabhu Himself. Thus he had faith that
the two drunkards’ deliverance had been assured the moment
Nityananda Prabhu had desired it. Thinking like this, Srila
Haridasa Thakura said, “O Mahasaya, this desire of Yours
must also be the Lord’s desire. Out of Your humility, You are
asking me to request the Lord to deliver them. By this, You are
demonstrating that great personalities, though fully competent
at everything, give honor to everyone. But I am like an animal,
with no power to discriminate between right and wrong. If I were
[so audacious as] to take Your words to mean I am a Vaisnava,
such that the merciful Sri Krsna would deliver these two sinners
on the strength of my appeal, then this would make me no better
than an animal. [It's only right that You hide Yourself from those
with animalistic natures,] thus Your hiding Yourself from me is
proof of my own animalistic nature. I am a living entity forgetful
of Krsna. You impart many teachings to me through Your own
behavior, in order to manifest my true nature (svariipa) and to
engage me in service to Bhagavan.”

Sri Nityananda Prabhu embraced Srila Haridasa Thakura and
tenderly said, “Let us inform these two of our merciful Lord’s
order, which we take with us as we wander: let us tell them to
chant harinama. Although they are great sinners, and it is doubt-
ful whether or not they will chant at our request, to fulfil our duty;
we must tell them about harinama. It will be up to them whether
they chant or not.” Sri Nityananda Prabhu together with Srila
Haridasa Thakura went to tell the two sinners about harinama.

People nearby strove to convince them not to go. “You will
risk your lives by going near those two miscreants,” they said.
Our throats become dry just hearing their voices as we sit inside
our homes. We do not understand why you would so recklessly
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go near them! O brothers, these people are completely oblivious
to who or what a sannyasi is. They even murder brahmanas and
cows, so who are you to them?!”

Srila Nityananda Prabhu and Srila Haridasa Thakura paid
no mind to the people’s words. They approached the two
sinners while chanting, “Krsna, Krsna.”

JAGAI AND MADHAI WERE FREE
OF VAISNAVA-APARADHA

Sr1 Vrndavana dasa Thakura has written:

sarva-papa sei duir sarire janmila
vaisnavera ninda-papa sabe na haila

ahar-nisa madyapera sange-range thake
nahila vaisnava-ninda ei saba pake
Sri Caitanya-bhagavata (Madhya-khanda 13.39-40)

All the sins in existence were present in the bodies of those
two [drunkards]. The only sin (offense) they were free
of was criticism of Vaisnavas. Because they remained day
and night in the company of drunkards, they had never
committed the offense of criticizing a Vaisnava.

The wise Sri Nityananda Prabhu and Srila Haridasa
Thakura detect what superficial observers can never see: they
were fully aware that although these were the two greatest
sinners, they were not offenders of the Vaisnavas (vaisnava-
aparadhis). Srila Vrndavana dasa Thakura continues:

je sabhaye vaisnavera ninda-matra haya
sarva-dharma thakileo tabu haya ksaya

sannyasi-sabhdya jadi haya ninda-karma
madhyapera sabha haite se sabha adharma
Sr1 Caitanya-bhagavata (Madhya-khanda 13.41-42)
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An assembly in which the Vaisnavas are blasphemed is
destroyed, even if all other principles of religion are present
there. If a Vaisnava is being criticized in an assembly of
sannydsis, then that assembly is more sinful than a group
of drunkards.

Going near the two drunkards, Jagai and Madhai, Sri
Nityananda Prabhu and Srila Haridasa Thakura imparted another
teaching: those who follow the Lord’s orders should never sit in
an irreligious assembly where Vaisnavas are criticized. The reason
is as follows:

madhyapera niskrti achaye kona kale
para carcakera gati nahe kabhu bhale
Sr1 Caitanya-bhagavata (Madhya-khanda 13.43)

It is possible for a drunkard to be delivered, but those who
criticize Vaisnavas can never attain an auspicious destination.

JAGAI AND MADHAI GIVE CHASE

Thinking in this way, Sri Nityananda Prabhu and Srila
Haridasa Thakura stopped some distance from the two drunkards
and said, “O brothers, both of you please chant ‘Krsna, Krsna’ and
worship Sr1 Krsna, because only Sri Krsna is the mother, father,
wealth, and life of everyone. Sri Krsnacandra has descended only
for the welfare of people like you, so please give up your sinful
activities and engage in bhajana of Him.”

When Jagai and Madhai heard Sri Nityananda Prabhu
and Srila Haridasa Thakura, they raised their heads to look at
them and their eyes reddened in anger. They ran toward Sri
Nityananda Prabhu and Srila Haridasa Thakura, in an attempt
to catch them. Seeing them coming, the two prabhus fled. The
two drunkards chased after them, shouting, “Stop! Stop!” and
hurling various abuses. The two prabhus fearfully tried to run
even faster.
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Seeing them running, nearby gentlemen said to one
another, “We warned them in advance, but they did not listen.
Now they have put themselves in great danger.” Out of fear,
the gentlemen began to pray to the Lord for their protection.

All the godless people gleefully laughed and said, “Bhagavan
has given these two imposters a fitting punishment.”

Meanwhile, the drunkards chased after the two thakuras,
shouting, “We've got them now!” But they were unable to
catch them.

Sri Nityananda Prabhu said, “I thought that by teaching
them about Krsna’s holy name, we would turn these two
drunkards into Vaisnavas; but we will be lucky to even survive!”

Srila Haridasa Thakura said, “Thakura, what is the point
of saying all this now? Your intelligence led You to instruct
them about Sri Krsna, and now we will fall into the jaws of
death. It is an offense to give harinama to faithless persons; we
are facing the proper punishment for instructing drunkards in
krsna-bhajana. O my Lord, may we just come out of this alive!”

Talking like this, the two prabhus fled laughing, as the
drunkards ran behind them bellowing threats.

Jagai and Madhai were obese, so they were unable to run
well, yet they staggered along quickly in an effort to catch the
two prabhus. The drunkards called, “O brothers! Where will
you run to? How will you escape the clutches of Jagai and
Madhai today? Do you not know that this is Jagai and Madhai
you are dealing with? Hey! Just stop and look back a moment!”

As they ran, the two prabhus called out in fear, “O Krsna,
please protect us! Krsna, please protect us! O Govinda!” The
youthful Sr1 Nityananda Prabhu was able to leap forward as He
ran, whereas the elderly and somewhat heavyset Srila Haridasa
Thakura could not run so quickly.

Gasping as he ran, Srila Haridasa Thakura affectionately
reprimanded Nityananda Prabhu: “I cannot run so fast. I do not
know why I willingly came with this restless person to die. Only
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recently Bhagavan Sri Krsna protected me from the hands of
yavanas, and today I have again fallen into great danger — all
because of this restless person’s intelligence.”

In retaliation, Sri Nityananda Prabhu said with a gentle
smile, “I am not restless. Consider for yourself who is truly
to blame for our present dire situation. It is none other than
your Lord, Sr1 Gaurasundara Himself, who is responsible. Only
after seeing His restlessness have I become restless; otherwise,
I would not be even slightly restless. Mahaprabhu is a brahmana
beggar, yet like a king He has given His order: to preach the holy
name in every house. It is only on His order that we go from
door-to-door, telling everyone about the Lord’s names. His order
is unprecedented; it has never been heard anywhere else. And
what do we get in return for fulfilling His orders? Someone calls
us thieves; someone else calls us imposters. All these problems
arise when we follow His instructions. But when we do not
follow them, He becomes angry. And you blame it all on Me. You
do not see any fault in your Lord.”

In this way, as they ran from the two drunkards staggering
behind them, the prabhus engaged in playful, loving banter. At
last, Sri Nityananda Prabhu and Srila Haridasa Thakura made
it to Mahaprabhu’s home and quickly went inside. In their
intoxicated state, the drunkards ran here and there [looking
for them]. Unable to find them, they began to quarrel with one
another. And because they were completely drunk, they could
not determine where they were. After a while, Sri Nityananda
Prabhu and Srila Haridasa Thakura peered out. The drunkards
were not to be seen and Sri Nityananda Prabhu and Srila
Haridasa Thakura became peaceful. Laughing and embracing
one another, they went to Lord Visvambhara.

CONFERRING WITH SRTIMAN MAHAPRABHU

When Sri Nityananda Prabhu and Srila Haridasa Thakura
approached Mahaprabhu, He was seated in the midst of the
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assembly of Vaisnavas, discussing narrations about Sri Krsna.
Mahaprabhu was absorbed in explaining the fundamental
truths underlying the identity of Sri Krsna, and it appeared as
if the Lord of Svetadvipa, Sri Visnu Himself, was sitting among
His associates. Sri Nityananda Prabhu and Srila Haridasa Thakura
related all the events that had taken place that day. They said,
“Today we saw two very strange people, big drunkards, but
they call themselves brahmanas. For their own benefit, we told
them to chant the name of Krsna, but they chased us all the
way here. It was only by great fortune that we were saved.”

Mahaprabhu asked, “Who are they? What are their names?
And why do they engage in such abominable activities as
drinking and stealing, despite being brahmanas?”

Gangadasa and Srivasa Pandita said, “O Prabhu, their names
are Jagai and Madhai. They took birth in a high-class brahmana
family here in Navadvipa, but their intelligence was spoiled due
to their keeping bad company. Their activities are so sinful that
people become terrified just by hearing their names. There is no
sinful activity that they have not committed. They even eat the
flesh of cows. There is no house that they have not robbed.
O Lord, it is difficult to describe their sinful acts.”

Mahaprabhu replied, “If those two wretches were to come
here, I would cut their bodies into many pieces.”

Sri Nityananda Prabhu said, “I cannot say whether or not
You would chop their bodies into pieces, but I can confidently
say this: as long as they both remain in the area, I will not
preach elsewhere. Your glories will only be revealed when You
make them chant ‘Krsna, Krsna.” Religious people naturally
chant the names of Bhagavan, but their doing so does not show
Your true glory. The two drunkards know nothing besides sin.
I shall accept that You are patita-pavana, the deliverer of the
fallen, only when You reform them and bless them with krsna-
bhakti. In delivering those two miscreants, Your glory will be
many times more than in Your deliverance of us.”
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Lord Visvambhara smiled and said, “O Nityananda, their
deliverance was assured the moment they had Your darsana.
The fact that You are so eager for their welfare means that Sri
Krsna will surely deliver them soon.” When the Lord said
these words, the devotees joyfully called out, “Jaya!” Everyone
was now assured of Jagai’s and Madhai’s deliverance.

Srila Haridasa Thakura said to St Advaita Acarya, “Sriman
Mahaprabhu sends me out to preach with the extremely restless
Sri Nityananda Prabhu. He leaves me behind, and where He
goes, I do not know. Sometimes He jumps into the flooding
Ganga in the rainy season and tries to catch crocodiles. Standing
on the riverbank, I anxiously call out to Him, but He just goes
on swimming. If my calling brings Him out of the river and onto
its bank, He then chases after the children playing there with the
intention of beating them. When the children’s parents come
with sticks to beat Him, I have to catch hold of their feet and
with great difficulty convince them to return home. Sometimes
He snatches milk and yogurt from the milkmen and then flees,
and they catch and threaten to beat me.

“O Acarya! These are not even the most shocking [of all His
activities]. Sometimes He does such things that I am embarrassed
to even speak them aloud. When He sees a young unmarried girl,
He orders her to marry Him. Sometimes He climbs atop a bull
and declares, ‘T am Siva,” and at other times He milks others’ cows
and then drinks that milk. When I tell Him not to do such things,
He reviles You, saying, ‘What can your Advaita do to me? And
what can that Caitanya, whom you call “Bhagavan,” do to Me?’

“I never tell Mahaprabhu these things. It is by great fortune
that my life was saved today. Two drunkards were lying intoxicated
on the street, and this mahasaya (great personality) began to
instruct even them on krsna-nama. To say nothing of chanting
Krsna’s name, they became infuriated and ran to hit us. It was
only because of Your mercy that our lives were somehow or
other saved.”
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SRILA ADVAITA ACARYA’S LOVING CRITICISM

Hearing this, Advaita Acarya laughed and said, “There is
nothing surprising in this. One drunkard received the opportu-
nity to associate with other drunkards.” Therefore, it is appro-
priate for all three drunkards to stay in one place together. But
because you are already devoted to the Lord, do not worry, you
are not obligated to go near them, they will come to you. I am
well aware of Sri Nityananda Prabhu’s character. He will make
everyone intoxicated. Just see, Haridasa. He will bring those
two drunkards into our community in just two or three days.”

Saying this, Sri Advaita Acarya became overcome with
anger. He removed some of his clothes and spoke many things.
“Everyone will hear about Sriman Mahaprabhu’s devotion to
Sri Krsna,” he said. “Everyone will see His potency exhibited
through His dancing and singing. Tomorrow you will see Nimai
and Nitai meeting and dancing with those two drunkards.
Nimai and Nitai will equalize all castes. In this way, people will
destroy not only their own caste, but all of ours as well. Let us
therefore flee from here and save our caste.”

Not everyone has the capacity to understand Srila Advaita
Acarya’s love-laden words, but because Srila Haridasa Thakura
was well aware of his position, he laughed to see him in such an
angry mood. He was now fully convinced that both drunkards
would be delivered very soon. And so it happened.

THE DELIVERANCE OF JAGAI AND MADHAI

Jagai and Madhai habitually wandered from place to place.
One day, they came to the ghata where Mahaprabhu regularly
bathed in the Ganga. By providence, they made that place their
temporary base. From that ghata, they wandered elsewhere,

2 The internal meaning is that just as Jagai and Madhai were intoxicated
on ordinariy liquor, Sri Nityananda Prabhu was intoxicated by the mellows
of Sri Hari’s name.
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creating a nuisance wherever they went. Because of their
behavior, all the residents of Navadvipa — whether big or small,
rich or poor — were terrified at heart. In fear of Jagai and Madhai,
those who would normally bathe at the three junctures of the
day would not go [to the river] alone in the evening, but in
groups of ten to twenty.

Jagai and Madhai stayed near Mahaprabhu’s home at night
and remained awake listening to the Lord’s kirtana. Under
the influence of alcohol, they would dance in great joy upon
hearing the sounds of the mrdangas and karatalas used in the
kirtana. As they danced they would continuously drink liquor.
They would settle down a bit during a break in the kirtana,
but as soon as the kirtana began again, they would resume their
dancing. Due to their intoxication, they lost all sense of where
they were and where they had come from. Thinking the musical
sounds of the krsna-kirtana to be a song to Mangala-candi
(goddess Dirga), the moment they saw Sriman Mahaprabhu
they said, “Nimai Pandita, You must certainly complete the song
to Mangala-candi. You all sing very beautifully, but we want to
actually see You perform the kirtana [and not just hear it from
outside]. We will bring You whatever we can for Your worship
of Mangala-candi.” Upon seeing the rogues, the Lord stayed
far away from them, and all the people avoided them by taking
another route.

One night, after wandering throughout the town, Sri
Nityananda Prabhu was returning home alone. Dead drunk,
Jagai and Madhai came up to Him, one on either side, and
shouted, “Who is this? Who is this?”

Sri Nityananda Prabhu said, “I am going to the Lord’s house.”

“What is Your name?”

Enacting a pastime in which He adopted the mood of a
child, Sri Nityananda Prabhu replied, “My name is Avadhita.”
The only reason that Nityananda Prabhu went to that place that
night was to deliver the two drunkards, but hearing Nityananda
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Prabhu say “Avadhuta,” Madhai became extremely angry and
struck Him on the forehead with a broken clay pot. The pot
shattered into many pieces and blood began to flow from
Sri Nityananda Prabhu’s head. At that time, Sri Nityananda
Prabhu remembered Bhagavan Sri Govinda.

Seeing the blood flowing from Sri Nityananda Prabhu’s
forehead, Jagai felt sympathy in his heart. Grabbing Madhai’s
arms, which were raised and ready to strike Sr1 Nityananda
Prabhu again, Jagai said, “Madhai, why did you act so cruelly?
Do you think you will become big and important by hitting an
outsider? Leave him be. That’s enough. Do not hit Avadhata
again. What will you gain by hitting a sannyasi?”

The people standing nearby observed this and were horri-
fied. They ran to Mahaprabhu’s home to tell Him everything.
Sriman Mahaprabhu immediately ran to that place with His
associates. Seeing the blood flowing from Sri Nityananda Prabhu’s
forehead, Mahaprabhu lost His composure and shouted, “Cakra!
Cakra! Cakra!” In an instant, Jagai and Madhai directly saw
Mahaprabhu’s cakra appear in His hand.

Seeing this, the devotees became uneasy. Sri Nityananda
Prabhu prayed to Mahaprabhu, “O Lord! Madhai hit Me, but
Jagai protected Me. And although blood is flowing from My
forehead, 1 do not feel the slightest pain. Please be peaceful
and mercifully give Me their lives in charity.”

When He heard the words “Jagai protected Me,” the Lord,
who is affectionate to His devotees, became pleased with Jagai
and embraced him. “Jagai,” He said, “may Krsna be merciful
to you. By protecting Nityananda today, you have purchased
Me. Ask from Me whatever you desire. Today, you shall receive
prema-bhakti.”

The Vaisnavas rejoiced upon seeing the Lord bestow mercy
on Jagai. Jagai fell unconscious in transcendental love the very
moment the Lord said that. The Lord then showed him His
four-armed form.
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When Madhai saw Mahaprabhu’s mercy upon Jagai, he fell
down at Mahaprabhu’s lotus feet and said, “O Lord, now that
You have bestowed Your mercy upon Jagai, please shower it
upon me as well.”

The Lord said, “There is no possibility for you to obtain
auspiciousness, for you have caused blood to flow from
Nityananda’s head. But if Nityananda forgives you, then I will
also forgive you.”

Weeping, Madhai fell at the lotus feet of Sri Nityananda
Prabhu and begged for forgiveness. Sri Nityananda Prabhu
picked him up and embraced him, then said to Mahaprabhu,
“O Lord, if I have performed any good deeds in any birth, then I
give the results of those deeds to Madhai. Please accept him.”

Hearing this, Mahaprabhu became pleased and embraced
Madhai. In this way, Jagai and Madhai became topmost Vaisnavas.

Sriman Mahaprabhu brought Jagai and Madhai to His home,
along with Sr1 Nityananda Prabhu, Srila Haridasa Thakura,
Srivasa Pandita, and many other devotees, and they all became
completely immersed in the mellows of §t1 krsna-sankirtana.
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ARRIVING IN NTLACALA

t the age of twenty-four, Sri Gaurasundara renounced His

family and accepted sannydsa. He then became known
as Sri Krsna Caitanya and traveled to Sri Jagannatha Puri
(Nilacala). On the request of Sri Sarvabhauma Bhattacarya,
King Prataparudra arranged for Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu’s
residence at the house of the king’s family priest, Sri Kasi Misra.

Once, Srila Haridasa Thakura came to Sri Jagannatha Puri
to see Sriman Mahaprabhu, along with Sri Advaita Acarya, Sri
Sivananda Sena, Sri Vasudeva, Sri Murari Gupta, and about
two hundred other devotees. From the roof of the palace, Sri
Gopinatha Acarya pointed out and described each devotee to
Sri Sarvabhauma Bhattacarya and King Prataparudra. When he
indicated Srila Haridasa Thakura, he said, “haridasa thakura
iha bhuvana-pavana — that is Srila Haridasa Thakura, the
purifier of the entire world.”!

All the devotees were going to Sri Kasi Misra’s house to
have darsana of Sriman Mahaprabhu, but they encountered
Him on the way there. Sriman Mahaprabhu was overjoyed to
see the devotees, and He asked each about their well-being.

1 Sri Caitanya-caritamrta (Madhya-lila 11.86)
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When He saw that Srila Haridasa Thakura was not present, He
asked, “Where is Haridasa?”

Srila Haridasa Thakura would not so much as step on the
main road near the Jagannatha Temple, where the Lord was
meeting with the devotees. He instead took darsana of the
Lord from afar and to the side of the road, where he fell flat in
prostrated obeisance. As soon as the Lord inquired about him,
the devotees ran to where Srila Haridasa Thakura was offering
pranama and called him. “Haridasa!” they said, “Mahaprabhu
wants to meet you! Come, let’s go to Him quickly!”

Srila Haridasa Thakura said, “I am untouchable, being of
low caste, and have no right to walk on the main road near Sri
Jagannatha’s temple, where His servants always come and go.
If there were a small, solitary place in a garden somewhere,
I could stay there and pass my time. My desire is to stay where
Sri Jagannatha’s servants will not be able to accidentally touch
this untouchable person.”

When the devotees conveyed Srila Haridasa Thakura’s words
to Sriman Mahaprabhu, He became overjoyed.

At that moment, Sri Kasi Misra arrived along with the temple
superintendent. They offered respects unto Sriman Mahaprabhu’s
lotus feet and said, “O Lord, may we have Your permission to
arrange for the accommodation of all these Vaisnavas?”

Sriman Mahaprabhu said, “Gopinatha [Acarya] will go with
you to help find suitable residences for everyone. O Kasi Misra,
in the garden near where I am staying there is a room that is
quite solitary. I need such a room, so I may remember Sri Krsna
in solitude.”

Sri Kasi Misra said, “O Lord, everything belongs to You, so
why must You ask? You may take whichever place You like.”

After offering obeisance to Sriman Mahaprabhu, the groups
of Vaisnavas left for their residences, and Sri Gopinatha Acarya
showed everyone to their respective rooms.

128



14 — Arriving in N1lacala

SRIMAN MAHAPRABHU WELCOMES HIM

mahdaprabhu aila tabe haridasa-milane
haridasa kare prema nama-sankirtane

prabhu dekhi’ pade age dandavat haiya
prabhu alingana kaila tare uthaiya

dui-jane premavese karena krandane
prabhu-gune bhrtya vikala, prabhu bhrtya-gune

haridasa kahe,—prabhu, na chuio more
mui—nica, asprsya, parama pamare

prabhu kahe,—toma sparsi pavitra haite
tomara pavitra dharma nahika amate

ksane ksane kara tumi sarva-tirthe snana
ksane ksane kara tumi yajia-tapo-dana

nirantara kara tumi veda-adhyayana
dvija-nyasi haite tumi parama-pavana

aho bata $vapaco ’to gariyan
yaj-jihvagre vartate nama tubhyam

tepus tapas te juhuvuh sasnur arya
ibrahmaniicur nama grnanti ye te*

eta bali’ tare laiya gela puspodyane
ati nibhrte tare dila vasa-sthane
Sri Caitanya-caritamrta (Madhya-lila 11.185-193)

After this, Sriman Mahaprabhu went to meet with Srila
Haridasa Thakura. At that time, Srila Haridasa Thakura was
lovingly performing nama-sankirtana.

As soon as Srila Haridasa Thakura saw Sriman Mahaprabhu
approaching, he fell flat at His lotus feet. Mahaprabhu picked
him up and embraced him.

2 This verse is quoted from Sﬁmad-th'lgavatam (3.33.7).

129



NAMACARYA HARIDASA THAKURA

They both cried in ecstatic love. The devotee was over-
whelmed by the qualities of his Lord, and the Lord was
overwhelmed by the qualities of His devotee.

Srila Haridasa Thakura said, “My Lord, please do not touch
me. [ am from a low caste. I am untouchable and extremely
fallen!”

Sriman Mahaprabhu said, “Haridasa! I am touching you
in order to purify Myself. I do not possess the purifying
nature that you possess.

“At every moment, you bathe in all the holy places and
perform sacrifices, austerity, and charity.

“You are constantly studying the four Vedas, and you are far
purer than any brahmana or sannyasi.”

[Quoting the Bhagavatam, Sriman Mahaprabhu declared, ]
“Even if born in a family of dog-eaters, a person is worshipable
if Your [Krsna’s] name is ever present on the tip of his
tongue. Only those who are ever absorbed in Your nama-
sankirtana are truly virtuous; only they have performed all
kinds of austerities and sacrifices, taken bath in all places
of pilgrimage, and truly studied all the Vedas as well as the
auxiliaries of the Vedas. They are therefore counted among
the Aryans.”

Saying this, Stiman Mahaprabhu took Srila Haridasa Thakura
to a flower garden and gave him a solitary place to stay.

Sriman Mahaprabhu said:
ei-sthane rahi’ kara nama-sankirtana
prati-dina asi’ ami kariba milana

mandirera cakra dekhi’ kariha pranama
ei thai tomara asibe prasadanna
nityananda, jagadananda, damodara, mukunda
haridase mili’ sabe paila ananda
Sri Caitanya-caritamrta (Madhya-lila 11.194-196)
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“Haridasa, stay here and perform nama-sankirtana. 1 will
come here every day to meet with you.

“From here, look at the cakra atop Sri Jagannatha’s temple
and offer obeisance. I will arrange for prasada to be sent here
to you.”

Sri Nityananda Prabhu, Sri Jagadananda Pandita, Sri
Damodara Prabhu, and Mukunda Prabhu were all delighted
to meet with Srila Haridasa Thakura.

After taking bath in the sea, Sriman Mahaprabhu returned
back to His residence. All the devotees gathered there to honor
prasada, which the Lord began serving with His own hands.
But no one would take prasada before Mahaprabhu Himself
sat. Sri Svariipa Damodara thus requested the Lord, “All the
devotees are waiting for You, so please sit with Sri Nityananda
Prabhu to honor prasada. 1 will distribute prasada to all the
devotees.”

SIDDHA-BAKULA, HIS PLACE OF BHAJANA

tabe prabhu prasadanna-hate dila
jatna kari’ haridasa-thakure pathaila
Sri Caitanya-caritamrta (Madhya-lila 11.206)

Sriman Mahaprabhu handed some prasada to Sri Govinda,
to be carefully delivered to Srila Haridasa Thakura.

It was only after Sriman Mahaprabhu had sent prasada
to Srila Haridasa Thakura that He seated the sannyasis and
Himself to honor prasada.

Srila Haridasa Thakura began living in the hut given to him
by Sriman Mahaprabhu. There, he daily chanted three lakhs of
harinama, while immersed in bhava (spiritual emotion).

Each day, after attending the early morning arati of Sri
Jagannatha-deva, the Lord would visit Srila Haridasa Thakura
to give him His darsana. It is said that Sri Jagannatha-deva’s
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pujari once gave Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu a bakula datuna
(a twig from a bakula tree, used for brushing one’s teeth) that
had been offered to Jagannatha. When Mahaprabhu went
to Srila Haridasa Thakura’s hut, He planted that twig in the
courtyard. Within moments, it grew into a giant tree. That
tree became famous by the name Siddha-bakula. Even today,
people call Srila Haridasa Thakura’s place of bhajana ‘Siddha-
bakula, and this same bakula tree still mercifully gives its
darsana there.

Some say that Sriman Mahaprabhu planted the twig on
the day of Caitra-sankranti in March. Therefore, even now,
a festival called danta-kastha-ropana (planting of the tooth-
brush twig) is celebrated on that day in Siddha-bakula.
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CHAPTER FIFTEEN

SRTLA HARIDASA THAKURA AND
SRTLA RUPA GOSVAMI

‘ N Then Srila Rapa Gosvami arrived in Nilacala, having
traveled from Vrndavana, he went directly to the place
where Srila Haridasa Thakura was performing bhajana.

haridasa thakura tare bahu kypa kaila
tumi asibe,—more prabhu je kahila
Sri Caitanya-caritamrta (Antya-lila 1.46)

Srila Haridasa Thakura showered Srila Rapa Gosvami with
abundant mercy and said, “Mahaprabhu told me that you
would be coming here.”

When Sriman Mahaprabhu next came to meet with Srila
Haridasa Thakura, Srila Haridasa Thakura informed Him, “My
Lord, Rapa is offering You obeisance.”

Sriman Mahaprabhu embraced Srila Rapa Gosvami and
sat down with both of them. After inquiring from Srila Rapa
Gosvami about his wellbeing, Mahaprabhu told him to reside
with Srila Haridasa Thakura, and then He returned to His own
residence.

Sriman Mahaprabhu came daily to meet them, bringing
them the jagannatha-prasada given to Him by others.
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haridasa thakura, sri riipa-sandatana
jagannatha-mandire na ja’na tina jana

mahaprabhu jagannather upala-bhoga dekhiya
nija-grhe ja’na ei tinera miliya

ei tina madhye jabe thake jei jana
tare asi’ apane mile—prabhura niyama
Sri Caitanya-caritamrta (Madhya-lila 1.63-65)

Srila Haridasa Thakura considered himself to be a barbarian
(mleccha), so he never visited Sri Jagannatha-deva’s temple, for
fear of breaking one of the temple’s rules [to refuse entrance
to anyone not born in an Indian Hindu family]. Sri Sanatana
Gosvami and Srila Riapa Gosvami would also not visit Sri
Jagannatha’s temple because, although they had taken birth in
a highly respectable brahmana family, they had since worked
for a Muslim king. They considered themselves to be the same
as mlecchas and therefore resided with Srila Haridasa Thakura.
Knowing this, Sriman Mahaprabhu, after attending the upala-
bhoga' ceremony, would visit whoever of the three was present
in their hut. He would then return to His own place.

THE RATHA-YATRA FESTIVAL

Although Srila Haridasa Thakura, Srila Sanatana Gosvami,
and Srila Riapa Gosvami would not enter the temple, the
following verses make it clear that they attended the cleansing
of the Gundica Temple. Furthermore, it shows that, during
the Ratha-yatra festival, they would dance and sing in kirtana
and take darsana of Sri Jagannatha-deva, along with the rest of
Sriman Mahaprabhu’s devotees.

1 An offering that is performed from behind the garuda-stambha (column
in front of the Jagannatha Temple on which the statue of Garuda is situated).
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bhakta-gana laiya kaila gundica-marjana
aitota asi kaila vanya-bhojana

prasada khaya, ‘hari’ bala sarva-bhakta-jana
dekhi’ haridasa-riper harasita mana

govinda dvara prabhur sesa prasada paila
preme matta dui jana ndcite lagila
Sri Caitanya-caritamrta (Antya-lila 1.62-64)

The day before Ratha-yatra, Sriman Mahaprabhu, along with
all the devotees, cleaned the Gundica Temple. Thereafter,
they went to Aitota Garden to take fruits, roots, and other
such foods for lunch.

Srila Haridasa Thakura and Srila Rapa Gosvami were
also present there. They were delighted to see the devotees
accepting prasdada and on occasion calling out “Hari, Hari!”

After Sriman Mahaprabhu and all the other devotees honored
prasada, Sri Govinda brought Sriman Mahaprabhu’s remnants
to Srila Haridasa Thakura and Srila Rapa Gosvami. Upon
receiving those remnants, they began to dance, maddened
in prema.

Another year, when Sriman Mahaprabhu sat to honor
prasada with Sri Nityananda Prabhu, Sri Advaita Acarya, Sri
Vakresvara Pandita, and others, the following events transpired:

‘haridasa’ bali’ prabhu dake ghane ghana
diire rahi’ haridasa kare nivedena

bhakta-sange prabhu karuna prasada angikara
e-sange basite yogya nahi mui chara

pache more prasada govinda dibe bahir-dvare
mana jani’ prabhu punah na balite tare
Sri Caitanya-caritamrta (Madhya-lila 12.160-162)
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Sriman Mahaprabhu very loudly called out for Srila Haridasa
Thakura to come to Him. Srila Haridasa Thakura, standing
at a distance, said, “O Lord, please honor prasada with
the devotees. This fallen soul is unqualified to sit in such
company. After all of you have honored prasada, Govinda
will bring prasada outside for me.” Understanding the
mind of Srila Haridasa Thakura, Sriman Mahaprabhu said
nothing further.

On the day of Ratha-yatra, Srila Haridasa Thakura and

Srila Ritpa Gosvami were always with Sriman Mahaprabhu:

was

ratha-yatraya jagannatha-darsana karila
ratha-agre prabhura nrtya-kirtana dekhila
Sri Caitanya-caritamrta (Antya-lila 1.72)

Srila Rapa Gosvami had darsana of Sri Jagannatha-deva’s
Ratha-yatra festival, and also witnessed Sriman Mahaprabhu
dance and sing in front of the chariot.

The following verses clarify that Srila Haridasa Thakura
present with the other devotees during Sri Jagannatha-

deva’s Ratha-yatra festival:
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tabe mahaprabhu mane vicara kariya
cari sampradaya dila gayana batiya

nityananda, advaita, haridasa, vakresvare
cari-jane ajia dila nrtya karibare
Sri Caitanya-caritamrta (Madhya-lila 13.34-35)

At the time of Ratha-yatra, Sriman Mahaprabhu, after some
consideration, assigned singers to the four individual kirtana
parties. The Lord then ordered Sri Nityananda Prabhu, Sri
Advaita Acarya, Srila Haridasa Thakura, and Sri Vakresvara
Pandita, to each dance in one of the four groups.
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vasudeva, gopinatha, murari jaha gaya
mukunda—pradhana kaila ara sampradaya

srikanta, vallabha-sena ara dui jana
haridasa thakura taha karena nartana

Sri Caitanya-caritamrta (Madhya-lila 13.40-41)

The Lord made Sr Mukunda the chief kirtaniya (singer) [of
the third party,] and made Sri Vasudeva, Sri Gopinatha, Sri
Murari, Srikanta, and Sri Vallabha Sena the assistant kirtantyas.
He made Srila Haridasa Thakura the dancer in this party.

SRILA RUPA GOSVAMT’S VERSE

After Caturmasya (the four months of the rainy season),
all the devotees who had come from Gauda-desa (Bengal)
returned to their native place, but Srila Rapa Gosvami
stayed with Srila Haridasa Thakura. One day, when Sriman
Mahaprabhu came to meet them, He saw Srila Riipa Gosvami
was writing something. Upon seeing Sriman Mahaprabhu,
both Srila Haridasa Thakura and Srila Ripa Gosvami offered
prostrated obeisance to Him. Sriman Mahaprabhu embraced
them both and seated Himself.

‘kya puthi likha?” bali’ eka-patra nila
aksara dekhiya prabhu mane sukhi haila
Sri Caitanya-caritamrta (Antya-lila 1.96)

Sriman Mahaprabhu inquired, “What book are you writing,
Rapa?” Mahaprabhu then held up a palm leaf and, seeing
the handwriting of Sri Ripa, became pleased and praised
his writing.

sei patre prabhu eka sloka dekhila
paditei sloka, preme avista haila
Sri Caitanya-caritamrta (Antya-lila 1.98)
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Upon reading a verse written on that leaf, Sriman Mahaprabhu
became overwhelmed with prema.

This verse by Srila Riipa Gosvami is as follows:

tunde tandavini ratim vitanute tundavali-labdhaye
karna-kroda-kadambini ghatayate karnabudebhyah sprham
cetah-prangana-sangini vijayate sarvendriyanam krtim
no jane janita kiyadbhir amrtaih krsneti varna-dvayi
Sri Caitanya-caritamrta (Antya-lila 1.99)

I do not know how much nectar the two syllables krs and
na have collected in themselves and produced. Just see!
When these syllables dance in our mouth, we are filled with
an increasing desire for many more mouths. When they
enter the holes of our ears, a desire to have millions of ears
awakens within us. When they arise in the courtyard of our
heart, they conquer the activities of all our senses.

sloka suni’ haridasa haila ullasi
ndcite lagila slokera artha prasamsi

Sri Caitanya-caritamrta (Antya-lila 1.100)

As soon as Srila Haridasa Thakura heard the above verse,
he became ecstatic and danced while praising its meaning.

Srila Haridasa Thakura said:

krsna-namera mahima sastra-sadhu-mukhe jani
namera mahima aiche kaha nahi suni
Sri Caitanya-caritamrta (Antya-lila 1.101)
“Ripa, 1 have heard much about the glories of Sri Krsna’s
name from the scriptures, and from great devotees. Yet

nowhere have I heard such a glorification of the holy name
[as you have written here].”
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Mahaprabhu then embraced them both and left for the
sea to perform His afternoon duties, such as bathing and
honoring prasada. On another day, Siman Mahaprabhu came
with several devotees and heard many of the verses which Srila
Riapa Gosvami had composed. The Lord and all the devotees
praised Srila Riipa Gosvami in many ways.

When Sriman Mahaprabhu returned to His residence with
all the devotees, Srila Haridasa Thakura embraced Srila Ripa
Gosvami and said:

haridasa kahe,—*“tomara bhagyer nahi sima
je-saba varnila, ihar ke jane mahima?”

Sri Caitanya-caritamrta (Antya-lila 1.210)

“Rapa! There is no limit to your good fortune. Who can under-
stand the glories of all that you have described?”
Srila Riipa Gosvami said, “I personally do not know anything.
I simply speak whatever Sriman Mahaprabhu inspires me to.”
In this way, Srila Ripa Gosvami and Srila Haridasa Thakura
happily spent their time, immersed in the nectarean topics of
Sr1 Krsna ($r1 krsna-katha).

139






CHAPTER SIXTEEN

SRTLA HARIDASA THAKURA AND
SRTILA SANATANA GOSVAMI

Once, Srila Sanatana Gosvami traveled alone from Mathura
to Purusottama-dhama by way of the Jharikhanda forest.
Because he had been fasting and drinking contaminated water,
he had contracted a skin disease on the way. Pained by the
disease and feeling himself unfit to serve Sriman Mahaprabhu,
he thought, “When I reach Jagannatha Puri, I shall give up my
body by throwing myself under the wheel of Sri Jagannatha-
deva’s chariot.”

Upon his arrival there, he went to bhajana place of Srila
Haridasa Thakura.

haridasera kaila teha carana vandana
jani” haridasa tare kaila alingana
Sri Caitanya-caritamrta (Antya-lila 4.14)

Upon seeing Srila Haridasa Thakura, Srila Sanatana Gosvami
worshiped his feet. Srila Haridasa Thakura, recognizing him,
embraced him.

When Srila Haridasa Thakura observed Srila Sanatana
Gosvami’s eagerness to have darsana of Mahaprabhu, he said,
“The Lord will be here very soon.”
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Just at that moment, Sriman Mahaprabhu and His devotees
arrived at Srila Haridasa Thakura’s bhajana-sthali to meet
with him. Srila Haridasa Thakura and Srila Sanatana Gosvami
offered their full prostrated obeisance to Sriman Mahaprabhu,
who lifted Srila Haridasa Thakura and embraced him.

haridasa kahe,—“sandatana kare namaskara”
sanatane dekhi’ prabhu haila camatkara

Sri Caitanya-caritamrta (Antya-lila 4.18)

Srila Haridasa Thakura said, “O Lord, Sanatana is offering
obeisances to You.”

Sriman Mahaprabhu was astonished to see Srila Sanatana
Gosvami there and embraced him as well, although Srila
Sanatana Gosvami repeatedly tried to stop Him.

Sriman Mahaprabhu then sat on a raised platform with His
devotees. Srila Haridasa Thakura and Srila Sanatana Gosvami
sat below, at their feet. Sriman Mahaprabhu and Srila Sanatana
Gosvami then spoke of many things.

Sriman Mahaprabhu ordered Srila Sanatana Gosvami:

bhala haila, tomara tha haila agamane
ei ghare raha tha haridasa-sane

krsna-bhakti-rase dithe parama pradhana
krsna-rasa asvadana kara, laha krsna-nama

Sri Caitanya-caritamrta (Antya-lila 4.48-49)

“It is very good that you have come. Stay in this place with
Haridasa Thakura.

“You two are most expert in relishing krsna-bhakti-rasa. Both
of you stay here together, relish Sr1 Krsna’s mellows, and
engage in krsna-nama kirtana.”
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SUICIDE IS FORBIDDEN

On another day, Sriman Mahaprabhu suddenly said to
Srila Sanatana Gosvami, “Acts such as suicide are steeped in
the mode of ignorance. One can never attain krsna-prema by
committing suicide. Give up this ignorant idea and always
engage in hearing (Sravana) and chanting (kirtana). Very soon,
you shall attain the wealth of krsna-prema.”

Srila Sanatana Gosvami was amazed to hear the Lord’s
words. “The all-knowing Sriman Mahaprabhu disapproves of
my intent to commit suicide,” he thought, “so He is forbidding
me to do so.”

Srila Sanatana Gosvami asked the Lord, “What will You
gain by keeping me alive?”

Sriman Mahaprabhu replied, “You have surrendered to Me,
and so now your body is Mine. Why do you want to destroy
My property? Are you unable to discriminate between right
and wrong? Your body is an important instrument through
which T will accomplish many tasks. It is through you that
I will elucidate the principles (tattvas) of the bhaktas, bhakti, and
krsna-prema; describe Vaisnava duties and behavior; excavate
lost places of pilgrimage; and teach about renunciation. I want
you to do all this in My dearmost abode, Mathura-Vrndavana.

“On the order of My mother, I am staying here in Nilacala,
and so I cannot go there to teach religious principles (dharma).
I want to accomplish all these tasks through the medium of
your body, and yet you want to give up that body. How can I
tolerate this?”

haridase kahe prabhu,—“Suna, haridasa
parera dravya tho cahena karite vinasa

parera sthapya dravya keha na khaya, bilaya
nisedhiha thare,—jena na kare anyaya”

Sr1 Caitanya-caritamrta (Antya-lila 4.87-88)
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Sriman Mahaprabhu said to Srila Haridasa Thakura, “Listen,
Haridasa, this Sanatana wants to destroy another’s property.
One who is entrusted with another’s property does not
embezzle or destroy it. Do not allow him to do such an
unlawful thing.”

haridasa kahe,—mithya abhimana kari
tomara gambhira hrdaya bujhite na pari

kon kon karya tumi kara kon dvare
tumi na janaile keha janite na pare

etadrsa tumi thare kariydacha angikara
eta saubhagya tha na haya kahara
Sri Caitanya-caritamrta (Antya-lila 4.89-91)

Srila Haridasa Thakura said, “My Lord, 1 falsely pride
myself in knowing Your heart, but in truth, I am unable to
understand Your deep intentions. No one can know Your
works or through whom You accomplish them, unless You
enlighten that person.”

(In contrast to ordinary conditioned souls, who become
frustrated and envious upon hearing a great leader glorify
someone of a lower rank, the open-hearted and virtuous Srila
Haridasa Thakura said,) “O Lord, who can be so fortunate as
to be accepted in the way You have accepted Sanatana?”

Sriman Mahaprabhu embraced Srila Haridasa Thakura
and Srila Sanatana Gosvami. He then left to bathe and perform
other noontime duties.

SRILA SANATANA GOSVAMT’S GOOD FORTUNE

sandtane kahe haridasa kari’ alingana
“tomara bhagyera sima na jaya kathana
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“tomara deha kahen prabhu ‘mora nija-dhana’
toma-sama bhagyavan nahi kona jana

“nija-dehe je karya na parena karite
se karya karaibe toma, seha mathurate

“je karaite cahe 1$var, sei siddha haya
tomara saubhagya ei kahilii niscaya

“bhakti-siddhanta, sastra-acara-nirnaya
toma-dvare karaibena, bujhilti asaya

“amara ei deha prabhura karye na lagila
bharat-bhiimite janmi’ ei deha vyartha haila”

sandatana kahe,—“toma-sama keba dache ana
mahaprabhura gane tumi—maha-bhagyavan!”

Sri Caitanya-caritamrta (Antya-lila 4.93-99)

Srila Haridasa Thakura embraced Srila Sanatana Gosvami
and said, “O Sanatana, no one can ascertain the limit of your
good fortune. The Lord considers your body to be His own
wealth. No one can be as fortunate as you.

“Through the medium of your body, Sfiman Mahaprabhu will
accomplish works that He cannot accomplish with His own —
and that, too, in His dearmost abode, Mathura-Vrndavana.
Whatever Bhagavan wants to accomplish must surely come
to pass. This indeed is your supreme good fortune.

“Through you, Sriman Mahaprabhu will compose treatises
on the conclusive truths of bhakti (bhakti-siddhanta) and
the codes of proper Vaisnava conduct gleaned from the
scriptures. This is the Lord’s desire.

“Sanatana, this body of mine is unfit to be used in the Lord’s
service. Although I have taken birth in Bharata-bhtimi (India),
my life has passed in vain.”

Srila Sanatana Gosvami replied, “Who can be more
fortunate than you? You are the most fortunate of all Sriman
Mahaprabhu’s devotees!”
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SRILA HARIDASA THAKURA’S GOOD FORTUNE

“avatara-karya prabhura—nama-pracare
sei nija-karya prabhu karen tomara dvare

“pratyaha kara tina-laksa nama-sankirtana
sabara age kara namera mahima kathana

“apane acara keha, na kare pracara
pracara karena keha, na karen acara

“‘acara’, ‘pracara—namera karaha ‘dui’ karya
tumi—sarva-guru, tumi—jagatera arya”
Sri Caitanya-caritamrta (Antya-lila 4.100-103)

“One of Sriman Mahaprabhu’s missions is to propagate the
glories of harinama. He is doing this work through you.

“Every day you chant three lakhs of the holy name and sing
the glories of $ri nama to everyone.

“Some people practice bhakti without preaching it, while
others preach bhakti without practicing it themselves.

“Because you chant pure harindma, you are an dcdarya
(one who teaches by example). Through your own loud
chanting, you initiate the people of this world into nama-
yajia, wholesale dedication to chanting the holy name, and
thus you are a preacher. You are therefore the guru of all and
are worshipable for the entire world.”

In this way, Srila Haridasa Thakura and Srila Sanatana
Gosvami lived together and relished the many varieties of rasa
present within topics of Sr1 Krsna.

SRT JAGADANANDA PANDITA’S ADVICE

Whenever Sriman Mahaprabhu saw Srila Sanatana Gosvami,
He forcibly embraced him. This distressed Srila Sanatana
Gosvami at heart, so one day he inquired from Sri Jagadananda
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Pandita about his duty in this matter. Sri Jagadananda Pandita
advised him to return to Vrndavana after the Ratha-yatra festival.
When Sriman Mahaprabhu heard about this, he scolded Sri
Jagadananda Pandita and established Srila Sanatana Gosvami
as his superior.

Sriman Mahaprabhu said to Srila Sanatana Gosvami, “You
are a pure devotee. It is improper for you to think of your body
as auspicious or inauspicious. It is especially inappropriate for
Me, being a sannyasi, to maintain such a consideration.”

haridasa kahe,—*“prabhu, je kahila tumi
ei ‘bahya pratarand’, nahi mani ami

“ama-saba adhame je kariyacha angikara
dina-dayalu-guna tomara tahate pracara”
Sri Caitanya-caritamrta (Antya-lila 4.181-182)

Hearing Sriman Mahaprabhu’s words, Srila Haridasa Thakura
said, “O Lord, You speak in this way only to deceive us.
I do not accept these words of Yours; Your quality of being
compassionate to the fallen is indicated by the fact that You
have accepted such fallen souls as us.”

A VAISNAVA'S BODY IS NEVER MATERIAL

prabhu hasi’ kahe,—“Suna, haridasa, sanatana
tattva kahi toma-visaye amara jaiche mana

tomare ‘lalya’, apanake ‘lalaka’ abhimana
lalakera lalye nahe dosa-parijiana

“apanare haya mora amanya-samana
toma sabare karo mui balaka-abhimana”

Sri Caitanya-caritamrta (Antya-lila 4.183-185)

Sriman Mahaprabhu smiled and said, “Listen, Haridasa and
Sanatana. I am speaking My heart’s feelings for both of you.
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I consider you as boys, and Myself as your guardian. The
guardian never sees the faults of his dependents.

“Due to My love and affection for you, My devotees, I never
consider Myself to be worthy of your respect or worship.
I simply see you all as My children.”

haridase kahe,— tumi isvara dayamaya
tomara gambhira hrdaya bujhana na jaya

vasudeva—galat-kusthi, tate anga—krida-maya
tare alingana kaila haiya sadaya

alingiya kaila tar kandarpa-sama anga
bujhite na pari tomar krpara taranga

prabhu kahe,—vaisnava-deha ‘prakrta’ kabhu naya
‘aprakrta’ deha bhaktera ‘cid-ananda-maya’

diksa-kale bhakta kare atma-samarpana
sei-kale krsna tare kare atma-sama

sei deha kare tara cid-ananda-maya
aprakrta-dehe tara carana bhajaya
Sri Caitanya-caritamrta (Antya-lila 4.188-193)

Hearing Sriman Mahaprabhu’s words, Srila Haridasa Thakura
said, “You are the most merciful Supreme Lord. No one can
understand the gravity of Your heart.

“The brahmana Vasudeva was suffering from an aggravated
case of leprosy and a morbid discharge oozed from his
body, which was infested with worms. When You mercifully
embraced him, his body became as beautiful as Cupid’s. [Yet
after Your repeatedly embracing Sri Sanatana, however, his
disease remains. Therefore,] who can understand the waves
of Your mercy?”

Sriman Mahaprabhu said, “O Haridasa, a Vaisnava’s body
is never material but transcendental and full of spiritual
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bliss. At the time of initiation (diksa), a devotee surrenders at
the lotus feet of Bhagavan through the medium of $r7 guru.
Sri Krsna then makes him transcendental like Himself. The
Lord does not give him another body but spiritualizes that
very body. With that spiritual body, the devotee then serves
the Lord.”

sanatanera dehe krsna kandu upajaiya
ama pariksite tha dila pathaiya

ghrna kari’ alingan na karitama jabe
krsna-thai aparadhi haitama tabe

parisada-deha ei, na haya durgandha
prathama divase paili catuhsama-gandha
Sri Caitanya-caritamrta (Antya-lila 4.195-197)

“O Haridasa, in order to test me, Sr1 Krsna manifested this
skin disease in Sanatana’s body and sent him here. If T had
felt repulsed by his skin condition and failed to embrace
him, I would have become an offender to Sri Krsna.

“Sanatana is an associate of the Lord. How is it possible
for his body to emit a foul odor? When I first embraced him,
I smelled the fragrance of catuhsama (a mixture of sandal-
wood, musk, saffron, and aguru).”

Turning toward Srila Sanatana Gosvami, Sriman Mahaprabhu
then said, “Sanatana, do not feel any sorrow. Embracing you
fills Me with joy.”

(Sriman Mahaprabhu said that the Lord manifested this
disease in Srila Sanatana Gosvami and sent him to Nilacala
in order to test him. Yet in reality, it seems that Sriman
Mahaprabhu was the one testing Srila Haridasa Thakura and
Srila Sanatana Gosvami with various trials, which they both
fully passed.)
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Thus, at the day’s end, Sriman Mahaprabhu again embraced
Srila Sanatana Gosvami. That day, Srila Sanatana Gosvami’s
disease vanished and his body became as radiant as gold.

dekhi’ haridasa mane haila camatkara
prabhure kahena,—ei bhangi je tomara

sei jharikhandera pani tumi khaowaila
sei pani-laksye thara kandu upajila

kandu kari’ pariksa karaila sanatane
ei lila-bhangi tomara keha nahi jane
Sri Caitanya-caritamrta (Antya-lila 4.202-204)

Witnessing this pastime of Sriman Mahaprabhu, Srila Haridasa
Thakura was struck with wonder. He said, “O Lord, this is
simply Your pastime. You made Sanatana drink the water
from the Jharikhanda Forest, which caused itchy sores to
form on his body. Through this disease, You tested him. No
one can understand the mysterious nature of Your pastimes.”

Sriman Mahaprabhu embraced Srila Haridasa Thakura
and again embraced Srila Sanatana Gosvami. When He
had departed for His residence, Srila Haridasa Thakura and
Srila Sanatana Gosvami, enraptured in prema, sang His
transcendental qualities.

In this way, Srila Sanatana Gosvami stayed in Nilacala for
many days. Together with Srila Haridasa Thakura, he continually
relished narrations of Sriman Mahaprabhu’s qualities.
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ANSWERING
THE LORD’S QUESTIONS

ne day, in His daily meeting with Srila Haridasa Thakura,

Sriman Mahaprabhu said, “Haridasa, in Kali-yuga the
yavanas greatly increase in number. These people, cause harm
to cows and brahmanas and are therefore extremely wicked.
How will they be delivered? This concerns Me greatly.”

Srila Haridasa Thakura said, “O Lord, do not fear for such
wicked yavanas; they shall be easily delivered by the effects of
namabhasa (a semblance of the holy name). By their utterance
of ‘harama, harama’ [an Urdu word for ‘abominable’], they are
actually chanting namabhdsa.! The devotees’ chanting of ‘Ha
Rama, Ha Rama’ is with love. Just see the good fortune of the
yavanas: they utter those very same names, and so they will also
be delivered.”

THE POWER OF NAMABHASA

Srila Haridasa Thakura continued, “Although one who
chants namabhasa desires to attain something other than He
who possesses the name (nami), still, nama’s power is not
diminished. It is stated in Nrsiriha Purana:

1 “Rama” being a name of God; “ha,” a prayerful entreaty.
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damstri-damstrahato mleccho
ha rameti punah punah
uktvapi muktim apnoti
kim punah sraddhaya grnan

Once, a wild boar pierced a mleccha (barbarian) with its tusks.
Seeing the boar, the mleccha scornfully cried out, “Harama,
harama!” and died. But because he indirectly chanted the
holy name of Rama, he was delivered.

“His intention in crying out ‘harama’ was not to call out
the name of Bhagavan. Rather, he was decrying the boar as
abominable. Yet the Lord delivered him, for in the word harama,
the two syllables ra and ma are connected; they thus form
the name ‘Rama.” Moreover, the syllable ha, a loving address,
is there connected to the name ‘Rama.’ Therefore, because
the mleccha uttered the name of Bhagavan, his chanting was
namabhasa, even though he was addressing the boar. This is
the astonishing nature of the holy name. Nama Prabhu bestows
the fruit of chanting harinama, regardless how one chants it.

“It is also described in Srimad-Bhagavatam how Ajamila,
at the time of death, called out for his son Narayana. By the
power of the name ‘Narayana, the Visnudutas freed him from
the Yamadutas. Padma Purana (Svarga-khanda 48.90) states
[quoted in Hari-bhakti-vilasa (11.289)]:

namaikam yasya vaci smaranda-patha-gatam srotra-mularm gatar va
suddham vasuddha-varnam vyavahita-rahitam tarayaty eva satyam

O best of the brahmanas, if even a single name of Hari
appears on a person’s tongue, enters his ears or arises on
the path of one’s remembrance, Nama Prabhu will certainly
liberate him, regardless if he pronounced harinama properly
or improperly, or whether or not he uttered it in accordance
with scriptural rules. In other words, $ri nama does not
consider all these things.
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namabhasa haite haya sarva-papa-ksaya
namabhasa haite haya samsarera ksaya

Sri Caitanya-caritamrta (Antya-lila 3.61)

Namabhasa destroys all types of sin and delivers one from
this material existence.

NAMABHASA DESTROYS SINS AND
GRANTS LIBERATION

tam nirvydajam bhaja guna-nidhe pavanam pavananar
sraddha rajyan matir atitaram uttama-sloka-maulim
prodyann antah-karana-kuhare hanta yan-nama-bhanor
abhaso ’pi ksapayati maha-pataka-dhvanta-rasim
Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu (2.1.103)

O reservoir of good qualities, just faithfully perform bhajana of
Sri Krsna without duplicity. He is the Supreme Savior among
all saviors and the most exalted of those worshipped through
poetic hymns. When His name, which is like the sun, rises
even slightly within one’s cave-like heart, it destroys the dark-
ness of the immense sins present there.

mriyamano harer nama
grnan putropacaritam
ajamilo ’py agad dhama
kim uta sraddhaya grnan
Srimad-Bhagavatam (6.2.49)
Because Ajamila called for his son and yet attained Vaikuntha
due to [unintentionally] chanting the name of Sri Hari, it

is impossible to say what one would attain by chanting the
holy name with faith.

“In the scriptures, there are many such examples of people
attaining liberation simply by the power of namabhasa.”
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THE DELIVERANCE OF ALL LIVING ENTITIES

As Sriman Mahaprabhu heard Srila Haridasa Thakura’s
words, jubilation filled His heart. Still, as a matter of course,
He asked, “Haridasa, there are many types of moving and
non-moving living entities on this Earth. How will they all be
delivered?”

Srila Haridasa Thakura replied, “O Lord, You have already
mercifully arranged their deliverance. Through the method
of loudly chanting harinama-kirtana, which You have made
famous, all moving and non-moving living entities shall hear
Bhagavan’s holy name and thus be delivered. As soon as they
hear the loud chanting of the holy name, moving entities, such
as humans, birds, and animals, are liberated from the bondage of
material existence. When the loud sounds of nama-sankirtana
touch non-moving entities — such as trees and plants — there
is an echo. In reality, however, this is not an echo; it is their
response to the kirtana. This apparent impossibility — that
inanimate, mute entities can perform nama-kirtana — is made
possible by Your mercy alone. Wherever there is loud nama-
sankirtana in this world, the moving and non-moving entities
dance, enraptured in love.

“While on Your way to Vrndavana, You delivered the birds,
animals, snakes, and other living entities of the Jharikhanda
Forest by loudly chanting harinama-kirtana and causing them
to chant in reply. I have heard this account from the lips of
Balabhadra Bhattacarya.

“Sri Vasudeva Datta prayed to You, ‘Please allow me to suffer
for the sins of all living beings so that they may be delivered.
I shall endure the torments of hell in their place.” You accepted
his prayer for the deliverance of all living entities, but did not
make him suffer their reactions.

“O Lord! You have descended to deliver the whole world.
In the mood of a devotee, You have taught the process of
bhajana and clearly illuminated the path of deliverance. By
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preaching the loud chanting of nama-sankirtana, You have
severed the jivas’ connection with maya.”

Sriman Mahaprabhu said, “O Haridasa, this universe will
become devoid of living beings if they are all liberated.”

Srila Haridasa Thakura replied, “While You remain in this
world, You will send all moving and non-moving living entities
from here to Vaikuntha. You will then awaken unlimited minute
jivas and place them in the field of action (karma-ksetra). In
this way, the universe will again become filled with jivas.

“Bhagavan Ramacandra brought all the inhabitants of
Ayodhya with Him to Vaikuntha, and then refilled Ayodhya with
other living entities. You have now opened a similar market-
place. Who can understand Your confidential intentions?
Previously, Sri Krsna descended in Vraja and liberated the
living entities by freeing them from the shackles of material
existence.

na caivam vismayah karyo
bhavata bhagavaty aje
yogesvaresvare krsne
yata etad vimucyate
Srimad-Bhagavatam (10.29.16)

There is no need to be astonished by the activities of St1 Krsna,
from whom this entire universe attains liberation, who is
the master of the masters of mystic powers, and who is
without birth.

ayam hi bhagavan drstah kirtitah samsmrtas ca
dvesanubandhenapy akhila-surasuradi-durlabham
phalam prayacchati, kim uta samyag bhaktimatam iti

Visnu Purana (4.15.17)

Bhagavan bestows great rewards, rarely achieved by the
demigods and demons, to those who see, glorify, or even
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think about Him with an envious disposition. What, then,
can be said of those who serve Him with loving devotion?

“Sri Ramacandra and Sri Krsnacandra descended to this
world and delivered all the jivas in this universe, just as You
have descended to Sri Navadvipa.

je kahe,—caitanya-mahima mora gocara haya’
se januka, mora punah ei ta’ niscaya

tomara je lila maha-amytera sindhu
mora mano-gocara nahe tara eka-bindu

Sri Caitanya-caritamrta (Antya-lila 3.87-88)

“If someone were to say to me, ‘I know the glories of Sri
Caitanya Mahaprabhu,’ then I could only say, ‘Brother, you
can know whatever you know.” Yet my conclusion, O Lord,
is that Your pastimes are a shoreless ocean of nectar. They
are so great that my mind is unable to conceive of even a
single drop of them.”

Sriman Mahaprabhu was astonished to hear Srila Haridasa
Thakura speak these words. He thought, “How can Haridasa
understand My confidential pastimes?”

Being extremely pleased with Srila Haridasa Thakura,
Sriman Mahaprabhu embraced him and forbade him to reveal
these matters to anyone. By nature, the Lord desires to hide His
opulence, yet He certainly becomes known to His devotees.

After returning from Srila Haridasa Thakura’s hut, Sriman
Mahaprabhu extolled his glories to the devotees as though
speaking with hundreds of mouths.

Sriman Mahaprabhu becomes blissful while glorifying
His devotees, of whom Srila Haridasa Thakura is topmost.
Srila Krsnadasa Kaviraja Gosvami writes in his Sri Caitanya-
caritamrta (Antya-lila 3.95):

156



17 — Answering the Lord’s Questions
haridasera guna-gana—asankhya, apara
keha kona amse varni’ nahi paya para

Srila Haridasa Thakura’s transcendental qualities are innumer-
able and unfathomable. No one can describe more than a
fraction of his glories, for they are boundless.
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CHAPTER EIGHTEEN

THE PASTIME OF
SRTLA HARIDASA THAKURA'’S
DISAPPEARANCE

ne day, Sriman Mahaprabhu’s servant, Sri Govinda
OPrabhu, very happily visited Srila Haridasa Thakura to
give him Sri Jagannatha-deva’s maha-prasada. When he arrived,
he found Srila Haridasa Thakura lying down, chanting his
fixed number of rounds very slowly.

“Haridasaji,” he said, “please rise and honor prasada.”

Srila Haridasa Thakura replied, “Govinda, I shall fast today.
I have yet to finish chanting my fixed number of rounds. How,
then, can I honor maha-prasada? But since you have brought
maha-prasada, how can I neglect it?” Saying this, Srila Haridasa
Thakura offered prayers to the maha-prasada and honored it by
taking just one grain.

The next day, Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu Himself came to
see Srila Haridasa Thakura and said, “Haridasa, I hope you are
healthy.”

Srila Haridasa Thakura offered his obeisance upon seeing
the Lord and said with great humility, “O Lord, my body is
completely fine. My mind and intelligence, however, are unwell.”

“Please tell Me, what is your disease?” the Lord asked.

Srila Haridasa Thakura then revealed the real cause of his
sorrow: “I am unable to complete my fixed number of rounds.”
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Accepting Srila Haridasa Thakura as an authority on,
and preacher of, the holy name, Sriman Mahaprabhu said,
“Haridasa, you are now very old, so reduce your number
of rounds. You are a perfected soul. Why do you insist on
performing such [rigorous] sadhana? Having descended to this
world to deliver its inhabitants, you have widely propagated
the glories of the holy name. Now please reduce the amount of
nama you chant each day.”

Srila Haridasa Thakura responded with words so humble
that they could have melted stone, and he glorified Sriman
Mahaprabhu’s limitless qualities. He then explained his true
intentions thusly, “O Lord, kindly hear my request.

hina jati janma mora nindya-kalevara
hina-karme rata mui adhama pamara

adrsya, asprSya more angikara kaila
raurava haite more vaikunthe cadaila

svatantra i$vara tumi hao icchamaya
jagat nacao, jare jaiche iccha haya

aneka nacaila more prasada kariya
viprera sraddha-patra khainu ‘mleccha’ haiya
Sri Caitanya-caritamrta (Antya-lila 11.27-30)

“I have taken birth in a low-class family, and my body is
therefore abominable. Being despicable and wicked, I always
act in a degraded way. Although I was unfit to be seen or
touched, You accepted me. You pulled me from the hell
named Raurava and raised me to Vaikuntha.

“Because You are the fully independent Lord, You act
according to Your own free will. You cause others to dance
as You like. Out of Your mercy, You have made me dance in
many different ways. I even ate the sraddha-patra (offerings
of oblations to the forefathers) meant for the brahmanas,
although I am a mleccha.
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“O Lord, I think that You will soon close Your pastimes in
this world and return to Your eternal abode. Please do not show
me Your disappearance pastime. I have long desired to leave my
body before You conclude Your pastimes in this world.”

Srila Haridasa Thakura fell quiet for some time before
expressing his cherished desire to attain the service of Gaura-
Krsna by mind, body, and words, when he disappeared from
this world:

hrdaye dharimu tomara kamala-carana
nayane dekhimu tomara cada vadana

jihvaya uccarimu tomara ‘krsna-caitanya’-nama
ei-mata mora iccha,—chadimu parana

Sri Caitanya-caritamrta (Antya-lila 11.33-34)

“Holding Your lotus feet upon my heart, I want to give up
my body while beholding Your moon-like face and chanting
Your holy name, ‘Sri Krsna-Caitanya.” This is my one and
only desire.

“O merciful Lord, kindly accept my request. This desire of
mine can only be fulfilled by Your mercy.”

With deep affection, Sriman Mahaprabhu said, “Haridasa,
Sri Krsna is extremely merciful. He certainly fulfills the prayers
of high-class devotees such as you.”

Faced with imminent separation from His dear associate,
Sriman Mahaprabhu spoke the following heart-wrenching
words of compassion:

kintu amara je kichu sukha, saba toma laiya
tomara yogya nahe,—jabe amare chadiya
Sri Caitanya-caritamrta (Antya-lila 11.38)

“But Haridasa, whatever happiness I have is all due to your
company. It does not befit you to go and leave Me behind.”
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Catching hold of the Lord’s lotus feet, Srila Haridasa
Thakura said, “O Lord, please do not bewilder me with Your
deluding potency (maya). You must grant mercy to this
degraded soul.

mora Siromani kata kata mahasaya
tomara lilara sahaya koti-bhakta haya

ama-hena jadi eka kita mari’ gela
pipililka maile prthivira kaha hani haila?

‘bhakata-vatsala’ tumi, mui ‘bhaktabhasa’
avasya puribe, prabhu, mora ei asa

Sri Caitanya-caritamrta (Antya-lila 11.40-42)

“There are millions of devotees assisting in Your pastimes
who are superior to me. If an insect like me were to die, Your
pastimes and joy would remain untouched. When a small
ant dies, does the Earth lose anything?”

“O Lord, You are bhakata-vatsala (affectionate to Your
devotees). Even though I am but a semblance of a devotee, it
is my hope that You will certainly fulfill this desire of mine.”

Hearing this, the Lord embraced Srila Haridasa Thakura
and assured him that He would return the following day after
receiving darsana of Sri Jagannatha-deva. He then went to
bathe in the sea.

The next morning, after taking darsana of Sr1 Jagannatha-
deva, Sriman Mahaprabhu and all His devotees came in great
haste to meet Srila Haridasa Thakura. Srila Haridasa Thakura
worshiped the lotus feet of the Lord and all the devotees.

The Lord asked, “Haridasa, how are you?”

Haridasa replied, “O Prabhu, I am however You want to
keep me.”

Upon hearing this, Mahaprabhu began a maha-sankirtana
in that courtyard. Sri Vakresvara Pandita danced, while Sri
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Svartipa Damodara and all the other devotees surrounded Srila
Haridasa Thakura and performed nama-sankirtana.

There, before the devotees headed by Sri Ramananda
Raya and Sri Sarvabhauma Bhattacarya, Sriman Mahaprabhu
expounded Srila Haridasa Thakura's glories, as though
speaking with five mouths. As He spoke, His bliss (ananda)
grew continuously. Everyone was awestruck to hear Srila
Haridasa Thakura’s glorification from the Lord’s lotus mouth,
and they worshiped the Thakura’s lotus feet.

haridasa nijagrete prabhure basaila
nija-netra—dui bhrnga—mukha-padme dila

sva-hrdaye ani’ dhari’ prabhura carana
sarva-bhakta-pada-renu mastaka-bhiuisana

§11 krsna-caitanya prabhu’ balen bara bara
prabhu-mukha-madhuri piye, netre jala-dhara

11 krsna-caitanya’-sabda karite uccarana
namera sahita prana kaila utkramana

maha-yogesvara-praya svacchande marana
‘bhismera niryana’ sabara haila smarana

Sri Caitanya-caritamrta (Antya-lila 11.53-57)

At that time, Srila Haridasa Thakura asked Sriman Mahaprabhu
to sit before him. He then fixed his eyes, which were like two
bumblebees, on the lotus face of the Lord.

He held the Lord’s lotus feet near his heart. He took the foot-
dust from all the devotees and placed it on his head as an
ornament.

Srila Haridasa Thakura repeatedly chanted the holy name
‘Sri Krsna-Caitanya.’ As he drank the sweetness of the Lord’s
lotus face, tears of joy glided from his eyes.

At that moment, he left his body while chanting the holy
name, ‘Sri Krsna-Caitanya.’
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Everyone watched as Srila Haridasa Thakura, like the
greatest of yogis, left his body by his own will. This reminded
them of Bhisma’s departure.

The moment Srila Haridasa Thakura left his body, the
devotees chanted, “Hari” and “Krsna” tumultuously. Sriman
Mahaprabhu became overwhelmed with the bliss of ecstatic
love (premananda). Taking Srila Haridasa Thakura’s body in His
arms, He danced in the courtyard. This sight in turn submerged
the devotees in prema; they danced and performed kirtana. The
Lord was so absorbed in love for His dear Haridasa that He lost
all sense of the external world. He danced with the transcenden-
tal body of Srila Haridasa Thakura in His arms for some time,
until Sri Svartipa Damodara somehow managed to pacify Him.

THE SEA BECOMES A SACRED PLACE

Then, accompanied by kirtana, the devotees lifted Srila
Haridasa Thakura onto an aerial carrier (vimana)® and walked
toward the sea. Sriman Mahaprabhu danced at the front of
the procession, while Sri Vakresvara Pandita and the other
devotees danced behind.

Sriman Mahaprabhu bathed Srila Haridasa Thakura’s body
in the sea and declared, “Today, this ocean has become a great
place of pilgrimage (maha-tirtha).”

All the devotees drank the water that had washed
Srila Haridasa Thakura's feet. They placed remnants of
Sri Jagannatha-deva on his body, such as His silken rope,
sandalwood pulp, and cloth. After that, they dug a hole in the
sand and placed his body inside. Devotees performed kirtana
on all sides of the samadhi, and Sri Vakresvara Pandita danced
in ecstasy. At that time, Sriman Mahaprabhu personally covered
the body of Srila Haridasa Thakura with sand, all the while
chanting, “Haribol, Haribol!”

1 This refers to the nicely decorated stretcher on which they carried his
body to the samadhi.
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After the devotees also covered Srila Haridasa Thakura’s
body with sand, they built a platform there and fenced it well all
around. After the samadhi ceremony, Mahaprabhu performed
kirtana and danced without reservation. The tumultuous
vibration of the devotees” harinama-sankirtana filled the entire
universe. After some time, Mahaprabhu and the devotees
took bath in the sea and then circumambulated Srila Haridasa
Thakura’s samadhi. While performing $ri hari-sankirtana,
Mahaprabhu and His devotees walked to the Sirhha-dvara gate
of the Sri Jagannatha Temple.

A FESTIVAL OF SEPARATION

Sriman Mahaprabhu spread His cloth before the shop-
keepers of Ananda Bazara, inside the Jagannatha Temple, and
said, “Please give Me some prasada for the festival in honor of
Srila Haridasa Thakura.”

Hearing this, all the shopkeepers gladly donated huge
quantities of prasada, but Srila Svartipa Damodara stopped
them and requested Sriman Mahaprabhu to return to the
Gambhira, along with all the devotees. They did so, while Srila
Svartpa Damodara remained with four Vaisnavas and four
porters.

He requested the shopkeepers, “Please give a small amount
from each pot of maha-prasada.” In this way, they collected
much maha-prasada, which the four porters carried on their
heads. Sri Vaninatha Pattanayaka and Sri Kasi Misra also sent
huge quantities of prasada.

At Sr1 Kasi Misra’s place, the Lord sat all the Vaisnavas
there in rows and, with the assistance of four other devotees,
served them prasada. On each plate, Mahaprabhu gave enough
to feed five men.

Seeing Sriman Mahaprabhu serving prasada, Sri Svartipa
Damodara said to Him, “O Lord, please sit and watch. Jagadananda,
Kasisvara, Sankara, and I shall distribute.”
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Although Sriman Mahaprabhu sat down, He did not honor
prasada, because that day He had been invited to eat at the
home of Kasi Misra. Seeing this, everyone else also refrained
from eating. It was only when Kasi Misra personally brought
prasada to Mahaprabhu that He sat, along with Paramananda
Puri and Brahmananda Bharati, and honored the prasada Kasi
Misra so intently served Him. Seeing this, all the devotees
happily began to honor prasada. Mahaprabhu made the
distributors give the devotees more, even if they refused it.

In this way, everyone blissfully honored maha-prasada.

After everyone had finished honoring prasada and had
washed their hands and mouth, Mahaprabhu applied sandalwood
pulp to their forehead and garlanded them. Overwhelmed with
ecstatic love, the Lord gave everyone the following benediction:

haridasera vijayotsava je kaila darsana
je thanrtya kaila, je kaila kirtana

je tare baluka dite karila gamana
tara madhye mahotsave je kaila bhojana

acire sabakara habe ‘krsna-prapti’
haridasa-darasane haya aiche ‘Sakti’
Sri Caitanya-caritamrta (Antya-lila 11.91-93)

“Anyone who has seen Srila Haridasa Thakura’s festival of
triumph, anyone who has danced and chanted here, anyone
who offered sand to his samadhi, and anyone who honored
prasada at this festival of separation, will quickly attain Sri
Krsna. Such is the power of having Haridasa’s darsana.”

Upon hearing Sriman Mahaprabhu speak these words, the
devotees’ hearts filled with joy.
Sriman Mahaprabhu continued:

krpa kari’ krsna more diyachila sanga
svatantra krsnera iccha,—kaila sanga-bhanga
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haridasera iccha jabe ha-ila calite
amara sakati tare narila rakhite

iccha-matre kaila nija-prana nikramana
purbe jena suniyachi bhismera marana

haridasa achila prthivira ‘Siromani’
taha bina ratna-sinya haila medini
Sri Caitanya-caritamrta (Antya-lila 11.94-97)

“Sr1 Krsna mercifully gave Me the association of Haridasa
Thakura, but today, by His supremely independent will, this
association has been severed. Haridasa desired to go, and 1
had no power to stop him. Just like Bhisma, Haridasa left his
body by his own will.”

“Haridasa Thakura was the crown jewel of this world.
Without him, this Earth has become bereft of a priceless jewel.”

The Lord told the devotees, “Loudly call out, ‘Haridasa
Thakura ki jaya!’” He then danced with great energy.

The multitude of Vaisnavas called, “All glories to Srila
Haridasa Thakura, who revealed to the world the glories of the
holy name!”

Some time later, when Sriman Mahaprabhu became
somewhat composed, He bade farewell to all the devotees.
Submerged in both joy and distress in separation from Srila
Haridasa Thakura, He took rest.

THE BENEDICTION OF HEARING HIS PASTIMES

At the end of this narrative in his Sr1 Caitanya-caritamrta,
Srila Krsnadasa Kaviraja Gosvami wrote:

ei ta’ kahilii haridasera vijaya
jahara sravane kysne drdha-bhakti haya

caitanyera bhakta-vatsalya ihatei jani
bhakta-vancha purna kaila nyasi-siromani
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sesa-kale dila tare darsana-sparsana
tare kole kari’ kaila apane nartana

dapane $ri-haste krpaya tare balu dila
dpane prasada magi’ mahotsava kaila

maha-bhagavata haridasa—parama vidvana
e saubhagya lagi’ age karila prayana
Sri Caitanya-caritamrta (Antya-lila 11.101-105)

“I have thus described the festival of Srila Haridasa Thakura’s
victory. By hearing it, one attains unflinching devotion to
the lotus feet of Sri Krsna.

“Through this pastime, one can understand Sr1 Caitanya
Mahaprabhu’s affection for His devotees (bhakta-vatsalya),
because although He is the crown jewel of all sannyasis, He
fulfilled the desire of His devotee.

“In accordance with Srila Haridasa’s wish, the Lord blessed
him at the last stage of his life with His darsana and touch.
When Srila Haridasa Thakura departed, the Lord took his
body in His arms and danced.

“With His own lotus hands, the Lord mercifully covered
Haridasa’s body with sand, and He personally begged for
prasada for the festival to honor his passing.

“Being expert in pre-eminent knowledge of Sri Krsna, maha-
bhagavata Srila Haridasa Thakura was the topmost scholar.
To achieve this great fortune [of revealing to the world the
merciful Lord’s quality of affection for His devotees], Srila
Haridasa Thakura departed before Sriman Mahaprabhu did.”

Srila Haridasa Thakura’s samadhi is still present in Sri
Jagannatha Puri, within Sri Purusottama Ksetra. Every year
on the day of Ananta-caturdasi, the devotees hold a festival to
commemorate his passing.
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namami haridasam tam

caitanyam tam ca tat-prabhum
samsthitam api yan-murtim
svanke krtva nanarta yah
Sri Caitanya-caritamrta (Antya-lila 11.1)

I offer my respectful obeisances unto Srila Haridasa Thakura
and his master, Sri Caitanyadeva, who took the body of Sri
Haridasa Thakura in His arms and danced.






GLOSSARY

dacarya — spiritual preceptor

arati — ceremony of offering a deity articles of worship,
such as incense, lamp, flowers, and fan, accompanied
by chanting and ringing a bell.

bhajana — meditation; internal worship and service
brahmana — a priest or teacher
bhakti — devotion to God

Caturmasya — the four months of the rainy season
(August to November)

darsana — seeing or having audience of the deity, a sacred
place, or an exalted Vaisnava

dharma - socio-religious duties prescribed in the
scriptures for different classes of persons in the Vedic
social system that are meant to elevate one to the
platform of bhakti.
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Ekadasi — a fast from grains, beans, and other foodstuffs,
observed on the eleventh day of the lunar fortnight,
so that the devotee can fully immerse himself in
activities of pure bhakti.

gopi — a cowherd girl

gosvami — a title for those in the renounced order of life,
commonly referring to the renowned followers of
Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu who adopted the lifestyle
of mendicants. Descendants of the relatives of such
gosvamis or of their servants often adopt this title
merely on the basis of birth. They are thus known as
‘caste gosvamis.’

harinama — chanting of Sri Krsna’s holy name
harikatha — narrations of the pastimes of Lord Sri Hari
and His devotees

japa — utterance of mantras, often referring to individual
chanting on beads

karatalas — hand cymbals
kirtana — chanting

lila — pastime
mrdanga — a double-headed clay drum

naga-raja — king of serpents
namdcarya — one who expounds the glories of the holy
name by one’s example



Glossary

pranama — obeisances
prasada — food remnants that were offered to the deity

rasa — taste, flavor

sadhana-bhajana — devotional practices

sadhu — a saintly personality

samddhi — a tomb in which the body of a highly elevated
devotee is placed after his departure from this world.
When a pure devotee takes samadhi, it means that
upon departing from this world, he enters the same
level, position, and spiritual mood as the personal
associates of his worshipful deity.

sankirtana — congregational chanting of the holy name
of Sri Krsna

sannydsi — a renunciant

smdrta — a mundane, ritualistic follower of the Vedas

sravana — hearing

tulasi — a sacred plant whose leaves and blossoms are
used by devotees in the worship of St1 Krsna.

Vaisnava — a devotee of the Supreme Lord

vaisnava-aparadha — offense against Vaisnavas

varnasrama — the Vedic system for the organization of
civilized society, which divides society in the four
varnas (orders) of brahmana (priest or teacher),
ksatriya (warrior or statesman), vaiSya (merchant
or agriculturalist), and Sudra (laborer), and the four
asramas (stages of life) of brahmacarya (celibate
student life), grhastha (married life), vanaprastha
(retirement from family responsibilities), and
sannydasa (renounced, ascetic life).
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vind — a musical stringed instrument

Vraja — the spiritual realm where Sri Krsna performs
human-like pastimes

vraja-prema — the love of the residents of Vraja for Sri
Krsna.

yavana — outcaste

yuga —one of the four ages that are described in the Vedas:
Satya-yuga, Treta-yuga, Dvapara-yuga, and Kali-yuga.
These four yugas rotate, like calendar months. The
duration of each yuga is different — they are said to
be respectively 1,728,000; 1,296,000; 864,000; and
432,000 years. The descending number represents a
corresponding physical and moral deterioration of
mankind in each age.
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